


The mines of Laurium are very important for Attica’s and Greece’s history for various 
reasons. After the battle of Marathon, Themistocles persuaded the Athenians to devote 

the anticipated revenue derived from a major silver vein strike in the mines of 
Laurium circa 483 BC to expanding the Athenian fleet to 200 triremes, and thus laid 
the foundation of the Athenian naval power. The mines, which were the property of 

the state, were usually farmed out for a certain fixed sum and a percentage on the 
working; slave labour was exclusively employed. Towards the end of the 5th century, 

the output fell, partly owing to the Spartan occupation of Decelea. But the mines 
continued to be worked, though Strabo records that in his time the tailings were being 

worked over, and Pausanias speaks of the mines as a thing of the past. The ancient 
workings, consisting of shafts and galleries for excavating the ore, and washing tables 

for concentrating the ore, may still be seen at many locations. There were well 
engineered tanks and reservoirs to collect rainwater for washing the ore since 

abundant supplies from streams or rivers was impossible at the site. The mines were 
reworked in the early 20th century by French and Greek companies, but mainly 

for lead, manganese and cadmium. The population of the modern town was 10,007  in 

1907. 



 

There is great controversy for number one. Some consultants say the world's largest 
gold mine, by production, is the Muruntau gold mine in Uzbekistan; other consultants 
say the world's largest gold mine is the Grasberg gold mine in Indonesia. The majority 
opinion appears to be Grasberg. So here is a list of top 3 mines in the world. 
1. Grasberg Gold Mine -- This mine, which is in the Indonesian province of Papua, 
produced 2,025,000 ounces of gold, according to the annual report of Rio Tinto Plc. The 
mine is majority owned by Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc. Besides gold, it also 
produces silver and copper. 
2. Muruntau Gold Mine -- This mine, which is about 250 miles west of the capital in 
Uzbekistan, is believed to have produced approximately 1,800,000 ounces of gold last 
year. The project, which is an open-pit operation, is run by state-owned Navoi Mining 
and Metallurgical Combinat. 
3. Carlin-Nevada Complex -- This mine, which is in the U.S. state of Nevada, produced 
1.735 million ounces in 2010. It is owned by Newmont Mining Corp. It includes both 
open-pit and underground operations. 














