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lMapioi, 1 XenteuBpiov 2022 — KaBwg n VEA 0XOALKN XPOVLA EEKLVA GE TIOAAG
MEpPN TOU KOOMOUL, Ta vEd dedoueva tng UNESCO deixvouv 611244
EKOTOMMUPLA TIALOLA KL VEOL NALKIOG 6 €WG 18 ETWV TIAYKOGHIWG
€€akoAovBoUV va gival ekTog oxoAeiov. H Audrey Azoulay, Mleviki
AlevB0OvVTPLa, KOAEL GE CUAAOYLKA KLVNTOTIOINGH YLO VO SLOCYPAALGTEL OTL TO
Slkailwpa KGBe aLdLoL va £€XEL MPOGROCH O€ TIOLOTLKN EKTAidELON yiveTOL

oeBaoTO.

“MLa vea oXOALKN XPOoVLIa EEKLVA o€ TIOAAG UEPN
TOU KOOMOU. AUTH N €dnon Ba TIPETIEL VO UOG PEPEL
X0pdA, OAANG pog uTtevBuuidel emtiong OTL
£EQKOAOVLOOLV VA LTIAPXOLV EVTOVEC AVIOOTNTEQ
oTnV Mpoofacn oTnV ekmaidevon: 244
EKOATOMMUPLO TIOLOLA EEAKOAOUBOLV VO €iVal EKTOC
oXoAeiov. Kaveig dev umopel va dextel autn TNV
KOTAoToon. H ekmaidevon €ival dikaiwpa Kol
TIPETIEL VO KAVOUE TO TIAVTA YO VA
OlaGpaAicovpE OTL AVTO TO OIKGiWMAO YiveTal
oeBaoTO ylo KGO TtoLdl.”

Audrey Azoulay
levikog Alevbuvtnig tng UNESCO

The new estimates, published online [4, show that sub-Saharan Africa remains
the region with the most children and youth out of school, with a total of 98
million children. It is also the only region where this number is increasing: out-of-

school rates are falling more slowly than the rate at which the school-age


http://www.education-estimates.org/
https://www.unesco.org/gem-report/en

population is growing. The region with the second highest out-of-school
population is Central and Southern Asia, with 85 million. The data per country is

available in interactive visualizations on the website [£.

Strong concerns about global goals

“In view of these results, the objective of quality
education for all by 2030, set by the United
Nations, risks not being achieved. We need a
global mobilization to place education at the top of
the international agenda”

Audrey Azoulay
Director-General of UNESCO

The Director-General will renew this call at the Transforming Education Summit
to be held on September 19 convened by the UN Secretary General, which will

bring together Heads of State and Government.
The gender gap is closing

The new UNESCO estimates confirm that the difference in the rate of girls and
boys out of school has been globally resolved. The gaps of 2.5 percentage
points among primary school age children worldwide and of 3.9 percentage
points among upper secondary school age youth in 2000 have been reduced to

zero — however, regional disparities persist.
New method for more efficient figures

Multiple data sources —including information from surveys and censuses — hve
been cross-referenced by UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) and the Global
Education Monitoring (GEM) Report experts, to get a figure as close as possible
to reality. It is the first time that this methodology, previously used to estimate
flagship health indicators, has been used in education, marking a significant

improvement in the robustness of the estimates.

Important data gaps have been filled in countries that have large out of school
numbers but where no administrative data of good quality has been available for
over a decade, such as Nigeria which has an estimated 20.2 million children and
youth out of school, Ethiopia (10.5 million), the Democratic Republic of Congo

(5.9 million) and Kenya (1.8 million).

With UNESCO's help, 90% of countries have now set national benchmarks to
assess progress towards quality education for all by 2030, including on out-of-

school rates.
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Clare O'Hagan, UNESCO press office, c.o-hagan@unesco.org, +33 145 68 17 29

Note to editors
About the data:

The report gives the most accurate and comprehensive measure of the numbers
of children and young people excluded from education. To assist the education

community in choosing the right questions and finding the corresponding


http://education-estimates.org/
mailto:c.o-hagan@unesco.org

answers, the complete set of out-of-school rate results have been made
available by the UNESCO UIS and GEM Report teams on VIEW. The website
makes available out-of-school rates and numbers at global, regional and national

level.

The model estimates aim to update the regional and global figures and the
country figures for which data has not been available to date. They do not

replace the country out-of-school data that UIS reports twice a year.
Definition:

Out-of-school rate is the “proportion of children and young people in the official
age range for the given level of education who are not enrolled in pre-primary,
primary, secondary or higher levels of education” (UNESCO Institute of
Statistics, 2022). The importance of this indicator is quite clear: to achieve
universal education as specified by SDG 4, the out-of-school rate must be

reduced to zero.
About UNESCO's Global Education Monitoring Report

The Global Education Monitoring Report (GEM Report) is developed by an
independent team and published by UNESCO. It has the official mandate of
monitoring progress in meeting the Sustainable Development Goal on education,
SDG 4.

About the UNESCO Institute for Statistics

The UNESCO Institute for Statistics is the statistical office of UNESCO and is the
UN depository for cross-nationally comparable statistics on education, science

and technology, culture, and communication.
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