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QUESTIONS ASKED BY THE STUDENTS OF 

GALILEO GALILEI TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 

AFTER THE MARATHON “KEEP CLEAN AND RUN” 

 

How was the “Keep Clean And Run” project born? 

 

Thank you for the question. In 2014 the European Commissioner for the Environment Janez 

Potočnik asked me how to launch the European Clean-Up Day which is held on the 10
th

 of May. 

Meanwhile I met a friend, Oliviero Alotto, who was used to run on the mountains, and that had just 

finished a trail between Aosta and Ventimiglia. I thought that our seas were increasingly full of 

waste, that the 75% of the waste (that ends up in the sea) is land-based. And, once finished into the 

sea, the waste degrades and it enters the food chain. I thought that I could do a similar race, like a 

waste: collecting the waste I would have found on the path and telling how bad that abandoned 

waste is for us. 

 

What are the keys to success? 

 

I think that the keys to success are two: first of all, the story telling and, secondly, the direct 

participation. In fact, since the first edition of “Keep Clean and Run” thousands of students have 

welcomed me, running from Aosta to Ventimiglia, for a meeting in front of their schools. And why 

were they waiting for me? They had cleaned their courtyards and the public space close to their 

schools from waste. When I finally met them, I told them about the waste and the items I found 

during the trail, which were often products they even didn’t know because much older than them. 

And these items were useful for me to explain the damage that people’s waste can do to the humans 

and how long they stay in the environment. 

 

Why is it so important? 

 

Because now we eat waste, we breathe it. According to the WWF research of the University of 

Newcastle in Australia, we ingest five grams of plastic per week. The link between mortality caused 

by the recent Corona Virus and pollution must warn us. I am afraid that the next pandemic will be 

caused by a virus of the intestinal system. 

 



 

 

What are the main environmental problems today, in addition to waste and plastics in the 

oceans? 

 

The various environmental crisis are connected between. Everything in nature is connected. One 

crisis makes another one happen. Climate change is an emergency because it causes the loss of 

biodiversity, it increases desertification, and makes the world population abandon their lands. In the 

coming years one billion people will be forced to migrate. 

 

What do you think it is important to do for the new generations in order to reverse the trend? 

 

I’ll answer with just one word: to collaborate. In my opinion, this will be the verve for a future 

collaboration economy, and a culture of collaboration and cooperation. A cooperation between 

human beings but also between man and nature, that is what I wish to new and further generations. 
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