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POLCEVERA VALLEY
A HISTORICAL OUTLINE

Polcevera Valley: panorama

In the Polcevera Valley the first settlements date back to the Iron Age and in pre-Roman times it
represented a very important link between the Ligurian coast and Piedmont. In subsequent
periods its history and economy were closely linked to that of the Republic of Genoa. It became a
holiday resort for many Genoese
patrician families, but later it
was also the scene of hard
clashes that, fortunately, did not
directly involve the people of
the place.
Panorama with the view of the Morandi Bridge and mouth
of the Polcevera creek
Over the centuries, the valley has always shown a propensity
to resist all invaders. In 1805 it was annexed to the French
Empire and, after the defeat of Napoleon, to the Savoy
Kingdom. In this period, the first industrial activities arose (as
a result of the construction of the Polcevera - Turin railway
line) and they increased over time, leading to immigration

Industrial sheds

into the valley of people looking for a job. In the 1900s
the oldest companies, which arose in the previous
century, suffered from a big crisis at the expense of
new industrial and oil settlements, accompanied by an

Morandi Bridge
uncontrolled and deleterious urban development
for the Valley. Finally in the 1980s there was a
change thanks to the introduction of small and
medium-sized companies (non-polluting industries)

Bridge and motorway junction

and commercial and service activities. These interventions involved both the dismantling of oil
plants and an adequate rearrangement of the urban aspect through a change in the intended use,
for residential purposes, of old abandoned industrial buildings. At a certain moment the story of
the Valley crossed that of the Morandi Bridge, which was built between 1963 and 1967 according
to the innovative project (cable-stayed bridge) of Engineer Morandi. This work represented an
important connection road crossing between northern Italy and France, but also an irreplaceable
road link between the Genoese industrial areas, the airport, the Pra’ container port and the
eastern centre of Genoa. The collapse of the bridge in August 14, 2018 resulted in the death of 43
people (whose memory has been recalled in our project) and 566 displaced people. It also led to
many problems in transport.

Demolition of the rests of the bridge in July 2019

Since 2019 the reconstruction of the new bridge, designed by Renzo Piano, is underway and now
nearing completion.

Reconstruction of the Polcevera Bridge

Our project of the Polcevera Park is designed according to a perspective of urbansocial improvement, which has been taking place but only partially, and wants to
represent a concrete "rebirth" of the Valley that had an important and glorious past.

Mouth of the Polcevera creek

The “Polcevera Park” must not be a local experience, closed
in on itself, but, as the river flows to the sea, it must be
linked to the coast, it doesn’t matter if just by a cycle path
or a small train that, like a shuttle, travels through an old
tunnel. The Polcevera Park belongs to everybody!

THE POLCEVERA PARK
«The Polcevera creek generates a valley, that may be
considered a huge one, given the narrowness of Liguria; but
because of the number of its inhabitants, the commerce, the
fertility of the soil and the several palaces and beautiful
cottages, not to mention the healthy air, it has no equal.»
(Goffredo Casalis, Dizionario geografico, storico, statistico e commerciale degli stati
di S.M. il Re di Sardegna, vol. VII, 1840)

Figura 1- Aerial view of the Polcevera Valley

The project derives from the need to retrain an area that has had a troubled life story, culminated
with the collapsing of the Morandi bridge on the 14th August 2018. It is just the necessity to
recover a territory where very different realities coexist (residential, industrial, commercial areas
and infrastructures) and that hardly ever find a common meeting point.
Designing a park like painting on a canvas with colours and shapes seemed the right thing to do
just from the beginning.

The students followed the stages of a real design process:
- historical contextualization
- study of the current state
- analysis of critical issues and needs
- collection of ideas
- project drafts
- final project with alternative hypotheses.
The first step was to get the plans of the area, then proceed, on paper, identifying with different
colours the intended use of the spaces both in the investigation phase and in the project phase.
Secondly, the final three-dimensional arrangement of the area was graphically restored through
the AutoCAD software.
The students were able to organize themselves very well and they were passionate, in fact the shy
approach, which characterized the first phase, then gave way to enthusiasm!

Analysis of the current state

Design sketches

Some pictures of the new Polcevera bridge

POLCEVERA PARK PROJECT

• Thanks to our project the new area of Polcevera comes to life: the
park must not be considered as a local experience, closed in on
itself, but it must be conceived like a river that flows to the sea. We
have created the new park linking it to the coast by some innovative
paths that allow us to be at the forefront in terms of eco-friendly
and sustainable design. First of all, after analyzing the area, we have
tried to take advantage of the space to its greater extent. We have
made some sketches both in 2D and 3D, first on paper and then on
the computer. By our project we have envisaged a huge green area
that merges nature with the daily activities of the people and the
visitors of the park. We will show you our ideas step by step.
• We have designed a lot of multi-functional buildings all around the
area (especially concentrated in the area I – see the first picture).
They can offer many leisure activities, with not only a meeting point
for teenagers, but also a centre for the elderly. Every facility may

produce energy thanks to solar panels connected to a solar tracker:
a device that allows the movement of the panels following the
direction of the sun, so that the biggest amount of energy possible is
granted. In this way every building is autonomous and, moreover,
by the renewable energy we produce we will be able to recharge
our bicycles, electrical bicycles of course! Every building is linked to
the others by a series of footbridges spreading all over the area.

• Besides being very important for the connections in the park, the
footbridges are equipped with active floors that transform the
simple steps of a person into energy, to be used to light the
footbridges up (every step may produce as much energy as to let
a LED bulb on for 20 seconds), or stored according to the needs
of the other pavilions of the new Polcevera Park.

• Just under the new bridge of Genoa (pavilion G) in the space
obtained by the demolition of some small buildings, we have
designed a memorial square to remember all the victims who
lost their lives because of the collapsing of the Morandi bridge.
The square is connected by a footbridge.

This picture shows a
gushing fountain,
placed in the memorial
square, with 43 red
nozzles representing
the number of the
victims of the
collapsing of the
Morandi bridge.

Another example of
memorial square: in
the centre there is a
fountain surrounded by
some trees.

• We have decided to enlarge the new area, by eliminating some
railway roads not in use anymore, keeping only the ones that are
essential for the train passage. In this way we can take advantage
of the extra space we got by converting it into a big sports centre
for many athletes. We have included a 200 metres long athletic
track (section C), and we have built a multi-functional part in its
centre, that is different from the others because it has got shapes

and sizes of its own, though respecting the same principles of
uses. Inside the sports centre there is also a small skate park. In
section D we have imagined a multi-functional field, set for fivea-side football, volleyball and basket. Walking towards the new
bridge of Genoa (pavilion E) we can find a green area dedicated
to a children playground with a small building next to it. If we
proceed over the bridge, we get to an energy storage (pavilion F)
that provides electricity for some areas of the Polcevera Park. In
section B we can find a Tibetan park for the most adventurous
ones, surrounded by greenery. In section A we have envisaged a
small railway station for a little train to be used as a shuttle
connecting the park to the coast and the port, by travelling
through an old tunnel.

• In section N, on the other side of the river, there is an energy
storage and another building with the same functions, plus a
store for public vegetable gardens for farmers to be set in
section M. These small plots of land can be shared and
distributed to all the citizens that want to cultivate them. An
alternative idea is to build some schools near the vegetable
gardens to be given to students who may grow plants there with
the help of their teachers. Moreover, we have conceived a
sensory journey for the elderly.

• Finally we have designed some cycle paths that follow the course of
the Polcevera creek. One of them leads to Villa Bombrini (a project
to retrain it is already in progress) and gets to a huge parking area to
recharge bicycles. We have also taken into account the possibility to
connect the cycle paths of our project to those of Aurelia highway.

• In an unused space of area H we have created a park completely
surrounded by the greenery for all the citizens and the inhabitants
of this zone. Here one can relax admiring the new Polcevera Park or
having a rest in the picnic area, with some tables and benches in
wood that we have designed.

