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Agfnpa Tov EOvikov Zvpfoviiov ‘Epgvvag kon Teyvoroyioag mpog
™ AieOvi] Akadnpaikn ko Epgovnrikn Kowotnto

Oxtofprog — Aeképpprog 2011

Tov nepacpévo Oxtappro to EGvicod Zopfodio ‘Epsvvag kot Teyvoroyiag (EXET)
amnLOLVE OVOLYTY EMGTOAN TTPOG T O1EOVT] aKaONLLATKT] KOt EPEVVITIKY KOWVOTNTOL
ntadvtag vrootpiEn mpokeévon va dobel oty EALGSa 1 amapaitntn wictmon
YPOVOL £TCL MGTE VO UTOPEGEL VO EQAPUOCEL TIC ATOPOITNTEG LETAPPLOUGEIS GTO

YDPO NG EPELVOG LLE TPOTO OPOAD KOl GUVTIETAYUEVO.

H emotoAn pe titho «H EALGSa o€ 6Tawpodpouyy eotdhn and to péin tov EXET
0€ E€PELVNTIKA WOPVUIOTA KOl EMIGTNUOVIKEG OPYOVAOGELS LYNAOL KOPOLS KLPiwg
omv Evpomn xor otig HILA eved mpdopata ompocieddnke oto €ykpito

emoTNUOVIKO eptodikd Nature [Zvvnupéva 17 £mg 3°].

Yyetkd apbpo tov pélovg tov EXET, wabnynty tov London School of
Economics, K. Featherstone, dnpocievbnke ctovg Financial Times otig 18
Oktofpiov [Zvvnuuévo 4°]. TlapdAinia, o kabnynte tov IMavemomuiov g
DOpavkpodptng ko pérog tov EXET M. Xoldocog, £€0mwoe ocuvevievielg oto
padtopwvo, otov nuepnolo 'eppovikd tomo (Frankfurter Allegmeine Zeitung,
25/10/11) [Zvvnuuévo 5.

Emumpocbétog pe mpotofoviio tov Akadnpaikod A. Xpioto@dpov, 6TdAn omd
mv Axaonuio AGnvov avoryt emotoAn mpog OAeg g Akadnuieg Emotnudov
tov Kpatdv Mehodv g Evponaikig Evoong [Zovnuuévo 6°.
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H péypt topa avtamdkpion eivor wdwitepa evBappuviikn kot 1o Zvufovio €xer AdPer mAnbog

EMOTOAMY LTOGTNPIENG OTO EPEVVNTIKA WOPVUATO KO EMIGTILOVIKES OPYUVAGELC.

Evdewtikd avagépovtat ot entotorés vroompiéng and tov mpdedpo tov CNRS (National Center
for Scientific Research of France) [Zvvnuuévo 7°] ko amd v Evpordaiky ‘Evoon IMoltikdv

Emomumv (ECPR- European Consortium for Political Research) [Zvvnupuévo 8.

O mpdedpog tov CNRS, Alain Fuchs tovilel peta&d dAov «ednilw ot o1 Evporaixés Kvfepvioeis
kor o1 Aigbveic Opyaviouol Qo KaTavonoovy TNV 1010ITEPOTNTO. KOL TH UEYOAN OHUOTIO THS
emotquovikng Epevvog kor e Avotatne Exmaidevons koi Qo kavovv oti givor ovovoto yio. va

Kpatnoovy {oviovo 1o ywpo avto otyv EALddo mopd v eCoupetind dDoKoAN otkovouikn ovykvpion.

Metaéd tov dapnudtov g d1eBvodg ETGTNUHOVIKNG KOWVOTNTOS O¢ WaiTtePE GNUAVTIKY KpiveTat
N mpotofoviia mov avéiafov kabnyntég tov mavemomuiov g Kolwviog pe emotoAr] mov
amnvbvvay oty Kaykeldplo A. MEpkeL, ETAVOVTOS TIC TPOGTADEIEG TNG YDPOS Y10 TIC AVOYKOiES
petappuvbuiceg oto yopo g Epevvag kot {ntdvtag vrootpién €161 OOTE 01 TPOOTAOEIEG AVTES

va. 0r0dMoovV Ta Emdlmkoueva amotedéopoto [Zovnuuévo 9°.

AxoAovBel GUVOTTTIKOG KATAAOYOG TV GYETIKMV dNUOcieEvudTomv Kot evepyeimv tov EXET kot tov
avTamokpicewv TG epevvnTikng kowdttog. Emouvvamntovror evoelktikd Oelypota oYeETIKOV

gyyphomv [Zvvnuuévo 10° émg 18°].

YUVOnTIKOG KOTAAOYOG EvEPYELDV & OTOKPicE®V 6TV €MeTOAM] Tov EXET

«H EALGO0 6€ 6TOVPOOPOH»

» H emotol tov EXET oty Ayylikn yAwooa, «Greece is at Crossroadsy, 19 Oktwfpiov 2011.

Y

H emotoAr tov EZET ota EAAnvikd, «H EAAGSa o oTompodpopuw, 19 OxtmpPpiov 2011.

» Emotol tov mpoédpov tov EXZET, kabnynt Z. Kpyuln kot tov péhovg tov EXET, Apn
[Matpvod oto meprodwkd Nature, «Economic Crisis: Call to support Greek research reformsy,
3 NogupBpiov 2011.

» Emotoi tov pélovg tov EXET, xabnynt K. Featherstone otovg Financial Times of London,
18 OxtwPpiov 2011

» Amoctoln g avorytig entotorng tov EXET oo ypageio tov P. Thomsen, oteléyovg tov
Atebvoug Nopopatikov Tapeiov, 24 OxtwBpiov 2011.
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» Apbpo tov pérovg tov EZET, kabnynt M. Xahldoov, "Griechische Patienten nicht durch
Ueberdosis toeten™ Handelsblatt, 24 OktwBpiov 2011

> ApbBpo tov M. Xaidosov “Don 't kill the patient through medicine Overdose — My oxotoete
tov aobevi yLa va. metbyet n eyyeipnon!» http:/iwww.greekeconomistsforreform.org, 26
OxtwBpiov 2011

> Xuvévtevén tov M. Xoldoov, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 27/10/2011

» Zovévtevén tov M. XaAidoov oto EAAnviko Ipodypappa g Feppavikng Padstogpwviag, 13
Noguppiov 2011

> Xvvévievén tov M. Xoldoov oty International Herald Tribune, 11 Noeuppiov 2011.

» Emotoln tov [Ipoédpov g Akadnuiog AOnvav kabnynt Amdctorov 'ewpylddn, Tpog Tig
Axaonpieg Emomuov tov Kpatdv Meiav e Evponaikng Evoong, Noéuppiog 2011.

» Emotoin tov [Ipoédpov tov CNRS, Alain Fuchs, otov IIpdedpo tov EXET, . Kpyuln, 4
Noeufpiov, 2011

» Mnvopa g ektelectikng enttponng g Evponaikng Evoong [MoMtikng Emetung
(European Consortium for Political Research), 4 Noguppiov 2011

» EmotoAn tov kabnynt) Marcello Coradini cuvtoviot) npoypoppdtov tov Evporaikond
Opyaviopot Arawotiuatog (European Space Agency-ESA), 9 Noguppiov 2011.

» Zoppetoyn tov tpoédpov tov EXET k. . Kpyuln kot tov péovg tov EZET I TTavAdxn ce
ov{ntnon otpoyyvANg Tpamrélng otnv Ovdotyktov pe eknpocdmovg e EAANvo-Apepucovikng
Axadnpaikng kowvotntog, 9 Nogufpiov 2011.

»> Avouyt emotol vrootpiéng oo tnv Dr. C. Plainaki, National Institute for Astrophysics,
Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 14 Nogufpiov 2011

» Avouyt emotol vrootpiéng oo tmv Dr. M. Laurenza, National Institute for Astrophysics,
Rome (INAF/IFSI), 15 Noguppiov 2011

> Avouyt emotol vrootpiéng oo tnv Dr. M. Storini, National Institute for Astrophysics,
Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 15 Noguppiov 2011

> Avouyt emotol vrootpiéng oo tov Dr. A. Mura, National Institute for Astrophysics,
Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 15 Noguppiov 2011

» Avouyt emotol vrootpiéng oo tnv Dr. G. Rinaldi, National Institute for Astrophysics,
Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 15 Noguppiov 2011

» Avouyt emotol vrootpiéng oo tmv Dr. R. Rispoli, National Institute for Astrophysics,
Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 15 Noguppiov 2011

» Emotol kafnyntav tov [avemotpiov g Kodwviag tpog v Kaykehdpio A. Mépkel, 20
Noepfpiov 2011.

>  Kevrpwd ApbOpo (editorial) oto meprodikd Nature, vol. 480, No 5, 5 Aekeufpiov 2011, “Half
Way There”, Spain, Italy and Greece all have new Governments and new research laws.
Despite the pressures of economic austerity, investing in science now could bring
disproportionate benefits.

14-18 Messogeion Avenue, 115 10 Athens, Greece
WwWw.gsrt.gr
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REF: 81/ ESET

Dear fellow members of the academic and research communities,
Greece is at a Crossroads

We write to you as members of the National Council for Research and Technology of
Greece (ESET). Our role is to provide advice on the reorganization of the Greek research
landscape, as an engine for future growth and as a tool for exit from the current economic
crisis. There is, of course, a lot that needs to be achieved in order for Greece to correct errors
of the past and to return to a path of economic growth.

The Council has been working on orderly and realistic plans to reform the country’s
research infrastructure and, in doing so, we have witnessed the determination of key stake-
holders to reform the entire system and put Greece on a more effective track. Indeed, a new
spirit is evident in favour of radical change and there is a great determination to restructure
and overcome the present calamitous situation. There is much talent, dedication, and pockets
of excellence to build on within the Greek scientific community.

But, the grave present danger is that the research infrastructure, as well as many other
essential institutions relevant to its upgrading, may disintegrate due to the inordinate
pressures being placed on the country. Please imagine if you were asked to restructure an
entire research establishment, not even in months but in only a few weeks, as is being
presently demanded by Greece’s international creditors. Under such inordinate time
pressure, the only choice is to make financial cuts indiscriminately and without evaluation,
with potentially grave consequences to future prospects for recovery. It is imperative that
Greece is afforded the opportunity for an orderly implementation of the much-needed
reforms: these will take time and will need appropriate support. The process of restructuring
has already been initiated, is under way, and should be allowed to proceed as such, with
follow-on refinements as necessary, but must not be jeopardized.

In the present critical situation, we appeal in the strongest possible terms to our colleagues
in the international scientific community to lend us their support and to make
representations to help convince governments and relevant international bodies to show
greater understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to
more realistically achieve objectives which we hold in common. We would welcome your
statements of support and to be informed of any representations you undertake in this
regard.

S. Krimizis
ESET Chair

skrimizis@academyofathens.or
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Avyomntol cuvaderpot, LEAT TG aKOONUOTKNG KO EPEVVITIKNG KOWVOTNTOG,

AmevBuvouaote og €0dg ek uépouvg Tov, Kol ¢ UEAN tov EBvikod XvuPfoviiov ‘Epsuvag kot

Chair

Stamatis Krimizis
Johns Hopkins
Universitty, USA

Teyvoloyiag g EAAGSag. O polog pag eivar GupPOVAELTIKOS O TPOG TNV OVASLOPYEVMGT TOL
EAANVIKoU gpguvnTikod ¥®pov pe 6TOY0 TNV HEAAOVTIKN avamTLEN Kol TV €000 TNG YMPOS amd
Vice-Chair mv owovopky kpion. Eivar BéPata moAAd avtd mov mpémel va yivouv €tol dote 1 EAAGSa va
George Chrousos
Athens University

Medical School,
Greece

Sdtopbmoetl AaOn Tov TapeABOVTOC Kal VoL ETGTPEYEL GTO SPOLLO TNG OIKOVOLIKNAG AVATTUENG,

Epyaloupaocte pe Pdon opyoavouéva Kol cuyypoveg pEOAISTIKO oYE0L0 Yo T LeTappvOuion g

Members EPEVVNTIKNG OOUNG TNG YMPOG KOl 0 OAO0 OVTO TO OACTNUO EYOVUE YIVEL UAPTUPEG TNG
Constantinos Dafermos , , , , , ,
Brown University, USA QOPUCIOTIKOTNTAG TG MYECIONG KOl TOV KUPIOG EUTAEKOUEVOV QOPEDY Y10, GTOYEVUEVEC
Kevin Featherstone petappvbpicelg mov Bo emitpéyouvv otn xdpo va emavélBel o por mopeia VYOVE avaTTLENC.
London School of Economics , , ., , , , , , ,

Eivar mpdypatt gupovég éva véo mvedua yioo pilikég arlayéc. Tovtdypova, SlomIGTOVOLUE
Michael Haliassos , , B , , ,
Goethe University, Frankfurt ~ 1OXUPT OTOQOCIOTIKOTITA Y10, avaidlopyveon Tov Ba cupufarietl oto va Eemepaotel ) eonpetid
Toannis Iliopoulos dvoKoAn mopovoe cvykvpic.  Ymapyel ToAD TaAévto, a@ocimomn Kot BVAAKEG aploTEING ©C
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Oepédo otnv EAAN ViKY epevvnTiki] KovoTnTo.

Yrapyet, mapatanto, peydlog Kivovvog amocuvieons 6Aov Tov EPELVNTIKOD GLOTNUATOG e&0tTiog
TOV VIEPUETPOV TECEWV TOL ackovvidl ot Xopa. Pavtacteite va cog Cnrovoav vao
avadounoete Pk o, €peuvNTIKY OOUn HECOH OE VO OGQUKTIKO YPOVOSIAypappo Alymv

efdoudadmv, OTmg amaitovy onuepa ot debveig motwtég g EALASOC.

Kédto amd avty v vaépuetpn mieon ypoévov M povn emhoyn €ivor vo mpoPel kaveic oe
ONUOGLOVOUIKES TEPTKOTES, OOLOKPITMS KoL Y0pig a&loAdyN o, Le SLVNTIKA GOPOPEC GUVERELES Yol
TG UEMOVTIKEG TPOOTTIKES avakouyme. Eivor emtaxtiky avéykn vo do6el otnv EAMGda 1
gukapia va. epapuocel Tic, dlymg GAAo amapaitnteg, petappvuicelg pe TpOTO OHOAO Kot
ovvtetaypévo. [a va yivel avto, ypeldletal meplocodTePOg ¥pOvog Kot KatdAAnin vrootnpién. H
Sadkasio g avadidpBpmong Tov £peuVNTIKOD 1GTOV TG YMPOC N omoio £xel NoN EeKvnoel
TPENEL VO cuveEYLoTEL ampdoKkonta ([e Omoteg PeAtimTikég mapepPfacelg ypetdlovtar) Kol vo punv
VTOVOUELTEL KOl OLOKIVOUVEVGEL.

2y Tapovca KPioiun KATAoTOoT, KAVOLUE EKKANGY] O €60C, TOVG GUVAOEAPOVG OGS OTNV
O1ebv] oKaOMUOiKN Kol €PELVNTIKY Kowotnta, Kot {NTovpe v vmootiplél] 60¢ TPOS TIg
KuPepvnoelc cag Kot apuodtove debveic opyaviopove Yoo va melcBovv va dei&ovv peyardtepn
KOTAvON o™ Kol Vo bTooTnPi&ouy pia 7o 0pHOAOYIKTY AVTIUETMONIGN TG KATAGTACNS £T01L MGTE 1)
EAMGOa vo pmopécel peailoTikd vo @BAcEl otovg Kowvovg poc otoyovc.  Kdbe kivnon

VTOCTNPIENC TPOG AVTOV TO 6KOTo glvar Waitepa EVTPOSOEKTT.

= (ot

Z. Kpyudng
[Ip6edpog EXET



Correspondence

European stem-cell
ruling is misleading

Last month the European
Court of Justice ruled that
inventions derived from human
embryonic stem cells are largely
unpatentable. This ruling will
shape the development of stem-
cell technology. So, to prevent
confusion, we wish to point

out that the ruling contains
crucial errors with respect to the
underlying science.

Atissue is the dividing line
between what does and does not
constitute an individual human.
Under European law, individuals
are not patentable. The new
ruling misleadingly classifies
pseudo-fertilized eggs, or
parthenotes (lumping together
those made with and without
nuclear transfer), as requiring
the protections of personhood.
This classification was made
on the grounds that these eggs
are “capable of commencing
the process of development of a
human being just as an embryo
created by fertilization of an
ovum can”.

However, mammalian
parthenogenetic embryos do
not develop in the same way as
normal embryos; nor are they
developmentally viable if made
without nuclear transplant.
They are far down the sliding
scale of developmental potential
shared by all cells (including
cells in the adult human body).
It is therefore misguided for the
ruling to put all parthenote-
derived cells, which have
technological potential (see
A. A.Kiessling Nature 434,
145;2005), at the same end of
the scale as cells that can fully
differentiate (totipotent cells).

The ruling sensibly prevents
a second confusion: inventions
derived from human embryonic
stem cells that require prior
destruction of embryos are, it
says, unpatentable. Because the
technology already exists to make
human embryonic stem-cell lines
that preserve the viability of the
donor embryo (Y. Chung et al.
Cell Stem Cell 2,113-117;2008),

embryo destruction is
unnecessary. The scope of the
ruling may therefore be narrower
than some might conclude.
Whether one is for or
against biological patenting
(and we have no settled
view or financial interest
at stake here), it will be
unfortunate if the wording of
the European Court’s ruling
should inadvertently inhibit
a potentially useful, ethical
technology using parthenotes
just because of a lapse in
scientific understanding.
Jeremy B. A. Green on behalf
of 6 co-authors*, King’s College
London, UK.
jeremy.green@kcl.ac.uk
Competing interests declared. See
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/479041a
for declaration and *full author list.

Call to support Greek
research reforms

As members of the Greek
National Council for Research
and Technology, we appeal to
the global scientific community
to lend us its support in Greece’s
present critical economic
situation. We must convince
governments and relevant
international bodies that we
need a more realistic time frame
to enable Greece to achieve the
objectives that we all hold in
common.

The council’s role is to advise
on the reorganization of Greek
research as an engine for future
growth and as a way out of
the current crisis. There is a
grave danger, however, that the
research infrastructure, and
many institutions essential to its
upgrading, could disintegrate
because of the pressures being
placed on the country.

Greece’s international
creditors are demanding rapid
restructuring of the entire
research establishment, forcing
financial cuts to be made
indiscriminately, with serious
implications for recovery
prospects.

In working to reform the

research infrastructure, the
council has seen that key
stakeholders are determined to
put Greece on a more effective
track and are enthusiastic about
radical change. The Greek
scientific community contains
pockets of excellence and much
talent and dedication. It is
imperative that Greece is allowed
time to implement the much-
needed reforms in a careful and
orderly way.

Stamatios M. Krimigis Academy
of Athens, Greece.

Aristides A. N. Patrinos
Synthetic Genomics, La Jolla,
California, USA.
apatrin@syntheticgenomics.com

Easter Island’s
complex history

The history of Easter Island is
important because it offers a
lesson in long-term survival in
an isolated and resource-poor
environment. In his review

of our book, The Statues That
Walked, Paul Bahn makes some
potentially misleading assertions
(Nature 476, 150-151;2011).

He implies that we have
overlooked other people’s work,
but those studies are unpublished.
We instead acquired our own
data, controlling for content and
quality.

Our excavations and
radiocarbon dating indicate
that Easter Island was colonized
several centuries later than Bahn
contends (T. L. Hunt and C. P.
Lipo Science 311, 1603-1606;
2006). Settlement of this and
other islands in eastern Polynesia
occurred over the past 800-1,000
years. On the basis of new
evidence, most archaeologists
working on Easter Island
now reject the notion that its
population collapsed before the
arrival of Europeans.

Itis generally agreed that the
island was almost completely
deforested by the time Europeans
arrived in 1722. We never argued
that rats were the only cause of
deforestation, which happened
over centuries and resulted

from people burning vegetation
for agriculture, and from rat
predation of seeds.

Although there is skeletal
evidence for some violence on
the island, only a few examples
indicate mortal wounding. As we
explain in our book, the statues
were a focus of competitive
signalling that staved off lethal
violence.

Terry L. Hunt University of
Hawaii-Manoa, Honolulu,
Hawaii, USA.
thunt@hawaii.edu

Carl P. Lipo California State
University, Long Beach,
California, USA.

Control of dengue
fever in Pakistan

Five years ago the Indian
subcontinent experienced its
first epidemic of dengue fever,
with more than 5,000 people in
India and more than 2,000 in
Pakistan hospitalized (M. A. Rai
and H. Khan J. Clin. Virol. 38,
269-270; 2007). Pakistan is
now in the middle of a dengue
resurgence: more than 15,000
cases have been recorded in
Lahore alone. This is potentially
disastrous for the country’s
health-care system, which is
already on its knees.

Mortality is much higher
this time. There have also been
reports in Pakistan of resistance
to agrochemicals evolving in
dengue mosquitoes (H. A. Khan
et al. Parasite Vectors 4, 146;
2011), calling into question the
current massive fumigation
drive. Last year’s record floods
have aggravated the situation.

Dengue experts have been
flown in from Sri Lanka,
Indonesia and the World Health
Organization, but they may
be too late. Prior planning and
policy formulation by Pakistan’s
health-care authorities are key to
the prevention of future dengue
outbreaks.
Mohammad A. Rai Nuffield
Department of Medicine,
University of Oxford, UK.
mohammad.rai@ndm.ox.ac.uk
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Hasty, indiscriminate cuts will not help Greece
From Prof Kevin Featherstone.

Sir, The debt crisis demands deep reforms by the Greek government. What it
doesn’t require is a ham-fisted insistence on public expenditure cuts that stifle
future prospects for recovery.

I write as a member of the Greek National Council for Research and
Technology, which provides advice to the Ministry of Education on policies
towards universities and research institutes. We are busy putting in place
reforms that will radically alter the research landscape, helping to find an exit
from the crisis and to establish an engine for future economic growth.

There are many inherited problems, built up over successive governments, to
overcome, including inertia, poor monitoring and the misallocation of
resources. Yet, we have witnessed the determination of key stakeholders to
engage in serious reform. A cross-party consensus is evident on future
research policy. There is much scientific talent and dedication, with pockets of
excellence, to build on.

But the danger today is that the research infrastructure, as well as many other
related institutions, may disintegrate due to the inordinate pressures being
placed on the country. I ask your readers to appreciate being asked to
restructure an entire research establishment, not even in months but in only a
few weeks, as is being currently demanded by Greece’s international creditors.
Under the inordinate time pressure of the “troika”, the only choice is to make
financial cuts indiscriminately and without evaluation, with potentially grave
consequences to the future prospects for recovery. Already, there is a worrying
brain-drain; scientists have faced drastic cuts; and there is an imminent and
general threat of salaries not being paid.

Greece’s creditor governments need not doubt the will to engage in deep-
rooted reforms, but it is imperative — indeed, in the interests of both Greece
and Europe — that the country be afforded the opportunity for an orderly
implementation of such measures.

Kevin Featherstone, London School of Economics, U
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Im Gesprich: Michael Haliassos

,Zu viel Druck kann den Patienten toten®

Griechenland benotigt Reformen. Aber es hat keinen Sinn, den 6ffentlichen Dienst
vollig zu ,enthaupten®, sagt der griechischstimmige Okonom Michael Haliassos im
F.A.Z.-Interview.

Artikel

M ichael Haliassos ist Professor fiir
Makrookonomik an der Universitét
Frankfurt. Es gebe erfolgreiche Unternehmen,
aber vielen Griechen fehle die richtige
Qualifizierung, sagt er im Gesprich.

Professor Haliassos, wie sehen Sie die

aktuelle Lage in Griechenland?

Michail Haliassos, geboren 1959, besitzt die
Griechenland braucht Reformen. Die Politik griechische Staatsbirgerschaft

hat unter dem Druck von Interessensgruppen, der Opposition und des Widerstands in

den eigenen Reihen zu lange mit Reformen gezogert. Insofern ist es gut, wenn nun auf

die griechische Regierung Druck ausgeiibt wird. Aber zu viel Druck kann den Patienten
toten.

Was meinen Sie damit?

Man verlangt jetzt von Griechenland, innerhalb kurzer Zeit umfangreiche Reformen
umzusetzen. Das ist kontraproduktiv, weil die Gefahr besteht, dass durch iibertriebene
Eile kiinftiges wirtschaftliches Wachstumspotential beschadigt wird.

Konnen Sie ein Beispiel nennen?

Natiirlich ist der 6ffentliche Dienst in Griechenland personell iiberbesetzt und wenig
effizient. Er muss kleiner werden. Aber es hat auch keinen Sinn, den 6ffentlichen Dienst
zu enthaupten. Es besteht die Gefahr, dass durch zu rasches Handeln gute Leute
entlassen werden und schlechte an ihren Plétzen bleiben. In Griechenland erhalten die
Beschiftigten im 6ffentlichen Dienst grundsétzlich sehr gute Arbeitsbewertungen, die
nicht unbedingt ihre tatsichliche Leistung reflektieren. Es braucht etwas Zeit, um die
produktiven von den weniger produktiven Mitarbeitern zu unterscheiden.

Was meinen Sie mit der Enthauptung des 6ffentlichen Dienstes?

Um die Auflagen zu erfiillen, will die griechische Regierung vor allem &ltere
Beschiiftigte entlassen. Damit wiirde man sich zwar durchaus auch von korrupten und
wenig leistungsfahigen Leuten trennen, aber eben auch von fast allen leitenden
Mitarbeitern. Das verstehe ich unter einer Enthauptung.

Wo liegt die Zukunft?

Die griechische Wirtschaft braucht einen effizienten 6ffentlichen Dienst, um ihre volle
Leistungskraft zu entfalten. Um in Griechenland ein Gerichtsurteil zu erwirken, braucht
es acht bis zehn Jahre. Wir benétigen auch einen effizienteren 6ffentlichen Dienst, um
gegen Korruption und Steuerflucht vorzugehen, und vor allem, um Investitionen und
das Entstehen von dynamischen, qualitéts- und exportorientierten Unternehmen zu
fordern. Generell haben sich die Bedingungen fiir Unternehmen in den vergangenen
Jahren im Vergleich zu anderen Lindern verschlechtert. AuBerdem muss sich die
Abhéngigkeit der Privatwirtschaft vom Staat verringern.

Ist sie so grof3?

-—
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Sie hat in den vergangenen 20 Jahren deutlich zugenommen. Viele griechische
Unternehmen haben sich vor allem um Staatsauftridge bemiiht, zum Beispiel die
Bauunternehmen. Das grundsétzliche Problem der griechischen Wirtschaft besteht in
einer zu geringen Produktion hochwertiger Giiter und Dienstleistungen. Es geht hier
nicht um ein zu hohes Preisniveau fiir solche Giiter, sondern um ihr Fehlen. Deshalb
konnte uns ein Austritt aus der Wahrungsunion und die Riickkehr zu einer Drachme,
die dann deutlich abwerten wiirde, nicht viel helfen. Heifle Luft kann man nun einmal
in keiner Wiahrung verkaufen.

Sie klingen nicht sehr optimistisch.
Potential ist vorhanden. Die griechische Wirtschaft kennt auch Erfolgsgeschichten.
Zum Beispiel?

Kretafarm ist ein auf der Insel Kreta ansissiges, international titiges Unternehmen, das
fiir gesundheitsbewusste Verbraucher einen Teil der tierischen Fette aus Fleisch
entfernt und durch pflanzliches Fett in Form des auf Kreta verbreiteten Olivendls
ersetzt. Das Unternehmen verfiigt iiber ein fiir griechische Verhéltnisse sehr hohes
jahrliches Forschungsbudget von 30 Millionen Euro. Ein anderes auch international
erfolgreiches Unternehmen ist Korres, das Kosmetika auf der Basis von
Naturprodukten herstellt. Corallia, ein Cluster aus Unternehmen aus der
Mikroelektronik, hat unter anderem einen Auftrag von der Nasa erhalten.

Wie steht es mit der Ausbildung?

Es gibt in Griechenland das Phinomen einer Uberqualifizierung. Viele Griechen haben
das Abitur und an der Universitit studiert. Allerdings haben sie nicht immer Féacher
studiert, mit denen sich in der Wirtschaft viel anfangen ldsst. So existiert ein Mangel an
Ingenieuren. Auch fehlt es zum Beispiel an kompetenten Klempnern. Das vorhandene
Potential muss richtig verteilt werden.

Wie soll dies geschehen?

Das wire eine Aufgabe fiir die Politik. Aber die Griechen haben kein groBes Vertrauen
in ihre Politiker. Das groBe Problem besteht darin, dass niemand langfristige Visionen
fiir Wirtschaftswachstum entwickelt und der Bevilkerung wirkungsvoll vermittelt.
Stattdessen fragt man sich nur, was Griechenland kurzfristig erledigen muss, um die
nichste Rate Hilfsgelder zu erhalten. Dieser Vorwurf trifft Griechenland, wo man sich
lange um Reformen driicken wollte, ebenso wie seine Geldgeber, die tiber das geringe
Reformtempo verstandlicherweise frustriert sind. Beide Seiten sind wiitend
aufeinander und reden aneinander vorbei. Das ist wie in einer Ehe kurz vor der
Scheidung.

Wird man die Scheidung vermeiden?

Keine der beiden groBen Parteien will die Wahrungsunion verlassen. In einer Umfrage
unter der griechischen Bevilkerung sprachen sich kiirzlich 80 Prozent fiir einen
Verbleib im Euro aus. Die Griechen machen nicht den Euro fiir ihre Lage
verantwortlich. Eine Scheidung ist auch gar nicht notwendig, wenn alle Beteiligten
stiarker an die langfristige Entwicklung des wirtschaftlichen Potentials in Griechenland
durch geeignete Reformen denken wiirden.

Das Gespréch fluhrte Gerald Braunberger.

Quelle: F.A.Z.
Hier konnen Sie die Rechte an diesem Artikel erwerben
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AKAAHMIA ABHNON ACADEMY OF ATHENS

To the National Academies of Sciences and Arts of the EU Member States
November 2011
Dear Fellow Academicians,

We are certain that you are aware of the difficult times our country is currently
facing. Regrettably, this situation is expected to continue for some time and to impact
all sectors of the country, including our Academic and Research Institutions.

Indeed, the wvitality of Greek Universities and Research and Technology
Institutions is threatened by the crisis, the very survival of some of them is in doubt, and
programs aiming at upgrading and innovation come to a standstill. The very institutions
the country needs to find its way out of the crisis, through development, are deprived of
resources and their infrastructure is deteriorating, while their most valuable asset, the
capable young scientists, is forced to leave the country.

The health of the Greek University and Research and Technology Institutions
must be preserved at any cost. The country is blessed with many excellent scientists and
engineers whose expertise and dedication Greece needs, especially now. Admirably,
both the Institutions and the Scientists are determined to maintain their high standards,
their competitive programs and their international reputation. We are all committed to
these goals, but the road ahead seems exceedingly difficult and uncertain.

~ We thus appeal to your Academy and its membership to intercede with your
government and EU bodies to lend their support to the Academic and Research
Institutions of Greece at this critical moment. This, we believe, is to the best common
interest and indeed a meaningful way of helping Greece on its road to recovery. We
specifically ask for your endorsement of the following statement, which our Academy
will forward to the European Commission.

............................

Recognizing the utmost importance of science and technology in the development of
Greece, we urge the European Commission to urgently enact a special program in
support of the Academic and Research Institutions and of the young scientists of
Greece.”

Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

ﬁ Q\/EQJL—L
olos 8. :ﬂg

Prof. A S rgiades
Dyracidant
LI Lwadifdb il
ANEINZTHMEIOT 28, 106 71 AGHNA. THA.: 2103664700, FAX: 210 Jhds 506
25, PANEPISTIMIOU AVENUE, 106 T4 ATHENS GREECE, TEL: 210 3664700, A X: 210 M6l Su0d

www.academyofathens.gr  e-mail: info@academyofalhens.gr



Paris, november 4, 2011

Dear Professor KRIMIZIS,

[ am writing to you as the head of CNRS, in support of the french scientific
community to our Greek collegues in these times of severe economical difficulties.

It is common wisdom today in scientific developed, as well as in the strongly
emergent countries, that Science and Technology will greatly help us to develop a

knowledge-based global economy, in order to find the path towards a sustainable

economic growth. In this respect, we are faced, in many countries, with the necessity

of reshaping and reorganizing our research and higher education system. This is the

www.cnrs fr case in France, where the government has launched an ambitious-10 years long-
Campus Gérard Mégie o . . .
3, rue Michel-Ange excellence initiative plan in order to set out a few elite, research-oriented
75794 Paris cedex 16
01 44 96 40 00 multldlSCII)hnary universities.
0144964913

As we all know, Greece is full of talented scientists and excellent research
centers, and your higher education system certainly deserves the kind of middle-to-
long term restructuring effort that many other countries have launched these last few
years. But restructuring is by no means equivalent to a destruction today, followed by
a reconstruction some time in an undecided future when economy will do better.

I certainly hope that governments and relevant international bodies will
understand the specific nature and the importance of keeping scientific research and
higher education alive in Greece, despite the present difficulties.

With all my best wishes,

q“
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Alain FUCHS

Professor Stamatis KRIMISIS
ESET Chair

Advancing the frontiers



Response from the Executive Committee of the European Consortium for
Political Research (ECPR)

The ECPR remains committed to working with all Greek institutions to make more
manageable the funding cuts to the political and social sciences in Greece. Already,
in the last month, the ECPR, aware of the difficulties confronting Greek and other
European universities, adjusted its membership policy to provide assistance to those
member institutions which are finding it difficult to meet the standard membership
fees. In difficult times such as these, the political and social sciences are essential to
the maintenance of social cohesion and retention of policy expertise, without which
ongoing political challenges cannot be faced easily. ECPR will maintain its
cooperation and solidarity with Greek academics during the period ahead.



University of Cologne

Universitat zu Kéln « Albertus-Magnus-Platz « 50923 Koeln

Bundeskanzleramt
Bundeskanzlerin

Dr. Angela Merkel
Willy-Brandt-StralRe 1
10557 Berlin

Koln, 20.11. 2011

Restructuring of the scientific landscape in Greece

Dear Chancellor Dr. Merkel,

Greece and Europe are facing difficult times due to the financial crisis,
which also leads to a very demanding situation for the German government.
We are glad to see your efforts to master the current crisis and sincerely
appreciate your commitments for a strong, unified and prosperous Europe.

Our scientific colleagues from Greece informed us that their country is
expected to restructure in many areas, which they largely support. In
particular, they also see the necessity to reshape their scientific landscape.
But we also learned that the Greek scientific community is exposed to
enormous pressure to set these plans in place immediately. With this letter
we like to stress our conviction that reasonable changes to a scientific
system must only be made after careful assessments and deliberate
considerations. Such assessments need to be allocated sufficient time to
arrive at prudent and balanced decisions and to not jeopardize any existing
well functioning structures and local centers of excellence. We would also
like to stress that some core financial allocations to science and education
need to be maintained in Greece as well since one of the most important
investments in the future of a country are the investments in education and
basic science. Therefore we would like to ask you - in case a possibility
arises to you on an European policy level - to support the restructuring of
the Greek scientific landscape based on reasonable core finances and
based on a sensible time schedule. We assume that you as a former
scientist and due to your contacts to the scientific world through your
husband Prof. Dr. Joachim Sauer will be very understanding of our
requests.

Institute of Geophysics
and Meteorology
Prof. Dr. Joachim Saur

Phone +49 (0)221 470-2310
saur@geo.uni-koeln.de

Phone Office +49 (0)221 470-252
Fax +49 (0)221 470-5198
Sekretar@geo.uni-koeln.de

www.geomet.uni-koeln.de

Visiting Address:
Ziilpicher Str. 49a
50674 Koln

Postal Address:
Albertus-Magnus-Platz
50923 Koln



In addition to the German version of our letter we provide an English copy,
which we will also send as a sign of our support to Dr. S. Krimigis, the Head
of the National Council for Research and Technology of Greece.

Sincerely,

$ el Th bt it frog

Prof. Joachim Saur Prof. Fritz M. Neubauer Dr. Norbert Krupp
(Univ. of Cologne) (Univ of Cologne) (Max Planck Institute for
Solar System Research)

Seite 2
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OKONOMEN

,Griechischen Patienten nicht durch Uberdosis toten®

Noch ist die Griechenland-Rettung nicht unter Dach und Fach. Unklar ist, wie stark Banken und Versicherer
einbezogen werden kénnen. Griechische Forscher warnten, ihrem Land zu viel abzuverlangen.

Frankfurt. Griechische Wissenschaftler haben einen dramatischen Appell an die internationale
Forschungsgemeinde gerichtet. Wegen der Krise ihres Landes sorgen sie sich um den dortigen
Wissenschaftsstandort. Mit ihrem Aufruf versuchen sie, Regierungen und internationale Organisationen fur die
Situation der griechischen Forschungslandschaft zu sensibilisieren. ,Die geordnete Durchfiihrung der dringend
bendtigten Reformen braucht Zeit”, heil’t es in dem Appell des Nationalen Rates fiir Forschung und Technologie,
dem Michalis Haliassos, Professor fiir Makrookonomie und Finanzmarkte am House of Finance der Goethe-
Universitat Frankfurt, angehort sowie weitere renommierte Forscher u. a. des MIT, der London School of
Economics und der Ecole Normale Superieure Paris. Eine Restrukturierung innerhalb weniger Wochen, wie von
der internationalen Glaubigergemeinschaft gefordert, lielRe sich nur durch willkirliche Kirzungen erreichen. Eine
solche MalRnahme ohne vorherige Evaluationen wiirde jedoch die erhoffte zukinftige Erholung des gesamten
Landes gefahrden.

,ES besteht kein Zweifel, dass umfangreiche Reformen auch in der griechischen Forschungsinfrastruktur nétig
sind“, sagt Michalis Haliassos. Eine flachendeckende Kuirzung von Forschungspersonal sowie unbedachtes
Schlief’en oder Fusionieren von Forschungszentren hatten indes katastrophale Folgen fir das langfristige Ziel,
die Grundlagen fur kinftiges Wachstum zu schaffen. ,Die internationalen Glaubiger mussen Druck ausuben fiir
Reformen, sie durfen jedoch nicht ungeduldig und unverniinftig sein, was den Zeitrahmen angeht. Der Patient
muss geheilt und sollte nicht durch eine Uberdosis getdtet werden®, so Michalis Haliassos.

Die EU-Kommission zeigte sich derweil zuversichtlich fiir das zweite Griechenland-Hilfspaket. ,Wir sind relativ
nahe an einer Abmachung*, sagte der Sprecher von EU-Wahrungskommissar Olli Rehn am Montag in Briissel.
Details nannte er nicht.

Die Kommission bleibe bei ihrer Haltung, dass Privatglaubiger wie Banken und Versicherungen auf freiwilliger
Basis an dem Paket beteiligt werden sollen.

Beim EU-Gipfel am Sonntag war deutlich geworden, dass Banken und Versicherer weit starker an der Rettung
beteiligt werden sollen. Bisher wollen sie freiwillig auf 21 Prozent ihrer Forderungen verzichten. Die Politik pocht
aber auf 40 bis 60 Prozent.

Das zweite Rettungspaket mit ffentlichen Hilfen von 109 Milliarden Euro muss neu verhandelt werden, weil sich
die Finanzierungsbedingungen fiir das Land verschlechterten. Ein Gipfel der Euro-Staats- und Regierungschefs
soll sich am Mittwoch auf das neue Paket einigen.

© 2011 Handelsblatt GmbH - ein Unternehmen der Verlagsgruppe Handelsblatt GmbH & Co. KG
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Mn okotwoete Tov acOevr) yia va
TETLXEL 1) eyXElpnon!

Posted on Oktwfpiov 26, 2011 by M_Haliassos

To EBviko Zvupoviio 'Epevvag kat Teyvoloyiag (EXET), to avtato
aveEaptnto cvuPovAevTikd ooua tpog To Yovpyeio ITadeiag oe
Béuata mov oyetidovtal e TNV EPEVVNTIKI LITOSOUT| KAl
xpnuatodotnon, £8woe otn SNUOCIOTNTA H1A AVOTKTI) ETTIOTOAT) TTPOC
NV S1€0VN EMOTNUOVIKT] KOIVOTNTA, IOV AVAPEPETAL OTNV TPEXOVTA
uetpa. To Baowko punvopa eivan to e€ng:

Agv vtapyel apu@ifoAia 0Tt ekteTauEveg petappubuioelg eivan
QITAPAITITEG KAl OTOV TOUEA TNG EPELVAC KAl TNG S1a0VVEEONG TNG UE
mv Texvoloyia kal v mapaywyr. To EXET epyadetal cuotnuatika
Yl TNV AVAUOP@®OT) AUTOV TOL ToUEA Kat pitopel va Stafefarmoet
Vv 81e0vT) KOVOTNTA Y1 TNV ATOPACIOTIKOTTA AUTMV JIOV PUETEXOVV
ot Sadikaoia va tpowBnoovv Ty epevvnTikn aploteia. Me faon
TNV TAPoLOA EPEVVNTIKT LITOSOUN KAl Tovg Beoovg mov S1Emovy TV
epevva, vrep oAk sieon yia prdkn avadiapbpwon (0mwg KAeioo
KOl OUYXWVEVOEIG EPEVVITIKMV KEVIPWYV LE UEIWOT] TOV TIPOTMITIKOV)
o€ pepikeg Hovov efdopadeg pmopel va LITOCKAPEL TOV ATTOTATO
0TOXO NG SNUIoLPYIAC TWV KATAANA®Y CUVONKOV Y1a LEAAOVTIKT)
avamtuén. AvTtn TV Kplowun oTiyur, ot S1eBveig moTwTeg umopovy va
EIVAL OAPEIG WG TTPOG TNV AVAYKT TTPomONoNg Twv petappubuioewv
QAAQ OY1 AVLTTOLOVOL KAl TTAPAAOYOL OTIG XPOVIKEG TECELS TTOV
aokoLv. O aoBevrg mpémel va Bepamevbet, Oy va okotwbel amod
vrepPoAikr) S6on papuakwv!

To AN peg Kelpevo g eMOTOANG £60). M1 OYETIKT) OUVEVTEVEN TOV
Muyain Xahadooov otnv Frankurter Allgemeine Zeitung 6.
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Roma, 14 November 2011

To Whom It May Concern

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon laid out by
the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of the legislative and
operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for science and research is critical to the
future success and competitiveness of any country and especially under situations of extreme need for
technological development and financial sustainability, which currently need to be encouraged in Greece.
Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will improve health,
technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens.

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important scientific
investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists discouraged, who will most
probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating consequences on the age composition of the
manpower and eventually on the economy of the country. We must avoid further erosion of research and training
programs generating the knowledge and scientific advances that expand the quality of life and result in new high
technology and high-wage jobs.

The broad program of consolidation of Greece’s research infrastructure is currently being designed and
will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the National Council for Research &
Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling innovations, but more importantly provides
investments from European Union structural funds that neither Greece nor the private sector could afford to
undertake. Thus I urge you to make representations to help convince governments and relevant international
bodies to show greater understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to more

realistically achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with proper evaluation procedures.

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in putting in place a
viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to the “new Greece’ that will

hopefully emerge from the present calamity.

Sincerely,
Christina Plainaki, Ph.D

Planetary Scientist at Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome



Roma, 15 November 2011

To Whom It May Concern

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon
laid out by the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of
the legislative and operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for
science and research is critical to the future success and competitiveness of any country and
especially under situations of extreme need for technological development and financial
sustainability, which currently need to be encouraged in Greece. Constant funding will translate
into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will improve health, technology and enhance
the well-being of Greek citizens.

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important
scientific investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists
discouraged, who will most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating
consequences on the age composition of the manpower and eventually on the economy of the
country. We must avoid further erosion of research and training programs generating the
knowledge and scientific advances that expand the quality of life and result in new high technology
and high-wage jobs.

The broad program of consolidation of the Greece’'s Research infrastructure is currently
being designed and will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the
National Council for Research & Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling
innovations, but more importantly provides investments from European Union structural funds that
neither Greece nor the private sector could afford to undertake. Thus | urge you to make
representations to help convince governments and relevant international bodies to show greater
understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to more realistically
achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with proper evaluation procedures.

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in
putting in place a viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to

the “new Greece ’ that will hopefully emerge from the present calamity.

Sincerely,
Dr. Monica Laurenza

Researcher at the Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome.



Roma, 15 November 2011

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon laid out by
the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of the legislative
and operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for science and research
is critical to the future success and competitiveness of any country and especially under situations of
extreme need for technological development and financial sustainability, which currently need to be
encouraged in Greece. Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies

that will improve health, technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens.

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important scientific
investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists discouraged, who will
most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating consequences on the age
composition of the manpower and eventually on the economy of the country. We must avoid further
erosion of research and training programs generating the knowledge and scientific advances that

expand the quality of life and result in new high technology and high-wage jobs.

The broad program of consolidation of Greece’s research infrastructure is currently being designed and
will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the National Council for
Research & Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling innovations, but more
importantly provides investments from European Union structural funds that neither Greece nor the
private sector could afford to undertake. Thus | urge you to make representations to help convince
governments and relevant international bodies to show greater understanding and to establish a more
reasonable path that will enable Greece to more realistically achieve objectives, so that the restructuring

can proceed with proper evaluation procedures.

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in putting in place
a viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to the ‘new Greece ’ that

will hopefully emerge from the present calamity.

Sincerely yours.

Dr. Marisa STORINI_IFSI-Roma
Senior Researcher

Italian National Institute for Astrophysics



Roma,
November 15", 2011

To Whom It May Concern

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be
soon laid out by the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding
the modification of the legislative and operational structure of scientific research in
Greece. Sustained support for science and research is critical to the future success and
competitiveness of any country and especially under situations of extreme need for
technological development and financial sustainability, which currently need to be
encouraged in Greece.

Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will
improve health, technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens.

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important
scientific investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young
scientists discouraged, who will most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent
aggravating consequences on the age composition of the manpower and eventually on
the economy of the country. We must avoid further erosion of research and training
programs generating the knowledge and scientific advances that expand the quality of
life and result in new high technology and high-wage jobs.

The broad program of consolidation of Greece s research infrastructure is currently
being designed ' d and will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the
assistance of the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece. The new
structure is essential for enabling innovations, but more importantly provides
investments from European Union structural funds that neither Greece nor the private
sector could afford to undertake. Thus | urge you to make representations to help
convince governments and relevant international bodies to show greater understanding
and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to more realistically
achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with proper evaluation
procedures.

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in
putting in place a viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important
contribution to the “new Greece’ that will hopefully emerge from the present calamity.

Sincerely,

Alessandro Mura, Ph.D
Planetary Scientist at Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome

L /e



Roma, 15 November 2011

To Whom It May Concern

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon laid
out by the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of the
legislative and operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for science
and research is critical to the future success and competitiveness of any country and especially
under situations of extreme need for technological development and financial sustainability, which
currently need to be encouraged in Greece.

Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will improve
health, technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens.

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important scientific
investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists discouraged,
who will most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating consequences on
the age composition of the manpower and eventually on the economy of the country. We must
avoid further erosion of research and training programs generating the knowledge and scientific
advances that expand the quality of life and result in new high technology and high-wage jobs.

The broad program of consolidation of Greece s research infrastructure is ’ currently being
designed and will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the
National Council for Research & Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling
innovations, but more importantly provides investments from European Union structural funds
that neither Greece nor the private sector could afford to undertake. Thus | urge you to make
representations to help convince governments and relevant international bodies to show greater
understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to more
realistically achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with proper evaluation
procedures.

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in putting in
place a viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to the “new
Greece’ that will hopefully emerge from the present calamity.

Sincerely,

Giovanna Rinaldi, Ph.D
Planetary Scientist at Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome



Roma, 15 November 2011

To Whom It May Concern

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon laid out by the
National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of the legislative and
operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for science and research is critical
to the future success and competitiveness of any country and especially under situations of extreme need
for technological development and financial sustainability, which currently need to be encouraged in
Greece. Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will improve
health, technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens.

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important scientific
investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists discouraged, who will
most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating consequences on the age
composition of the manpower and eventually on the economy of the country. We must avoid further
erosion of research and training programs generating the knowledge and scientific advances that expand
the quality of life and result in new high technology and high-wage jobs.

The broad program of consolidation of Greece’s research infrastructure is currently being designed and will
be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the National Council for Research &
Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling innovations, but more importantly
provides investments from European Union structural funds that neither Greece nor the private sector
could afford to undertake. Thus | urge you to make representations to help convince governments and
relevant international bodies to show greater understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that
will enable Greece to more realistically achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with
proper evaluation procedures.

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in putting in place a
viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to the “new Greece’ that will
hopefully emerge from the present calamity.

Sincerely,

Dr. Rosanna Rispoli,
Planetary Scientist at Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome
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Halt way there

Spain, Italy and Greece all have new governments and new research laws. Despite the pressures of
economic austerity, investing in science now could bring disproportionate benefits.

— Spain, Italy and Greece — have little in common beyond a
shared coastline and an inappropriately low level of investment
in research and development. But in the past few years, all three have
shown a desire to reform their sclerotic research systems. And in the
past month, each has acquired, one way or another, a new government.
The priority for these governments is to haul their countries back
from the brink of disaster, and thereby help to prevent the collapse of
the euro. Given the enormity and international significance of these
endeavours, does it make any sense to lobby for science to be favoured,
financially and politically, in the tough austerity packages the new
governments will have to enact?

It does, for two reasons. First, any developed country without a
reasonable science base faces a bleak future — a familiar mantra, but
true. Scientists in all three countries have for years seen little national
money available for research projects, and almost no new academic
recruitment. The best scientists have just about survived on inter-
national grants, particularly from the European Commission. Greek
and Spanish researchers have the most to complain about, as austerity
measures have cut into their pay packets, along with those of other civil
servants in their countries. It is not hard to imagine that further cuts
could lead to a dangerous level of demoralization.

Second, all three countries are now somewhere along the process of
enacting or implementing new laws governing how research is organ-
ized and evaluated, which will bring them into line with scientific
norms elsewhere in Europe. There is every reason to devote political
resources to ensuring that these reforms are carried through properly
— and, given that it won’t cost much, little reason not to.

These Mediterranean countries have tended to be opaque in their
science funding and academic recruitment, and so cronyism has often
been able to rule over meritocracy. The new laws should help to fix
this, primarily by introducing peer review and evaluation. In Spain and
Greece, the new laws would also introduce for the first time much-
needed independent national agencies for the competitively allocated
funding of basic research, along the lines of the European Research
Council or the US National Science Foundation.

These laws have taken years of discussion — Greece’s long-promised
science law has not even been approved yet, although its university law
was passed in August. In Italy, a law for research was approved at the
end of 2009 and a law for universities one year later. Spain’s science
law was approved in June.

All these laws differ in scope and detail, and they are not perfect in
every clause. In all three countries, for example, most academics will
remain civil servants with jobs for life, disappointing those who had
hoped that universities and publicly funded laboratories would gain
more hiring flexibility. But whatever their shortcomings, if appropri-
ately implemented, each of the laws will make science higher quality
and better value for money:.

r I ~hree of the Mediterranean countries hit hardest by the debt crisis

All this matters even more because a handful of internationally
competitive institutes, along with smaller pockets of excellence, have
sprung up in each of these three countries, despite a lack of politi-
cal support. The leaders of these institutes have chosen to operate
through meritocracy; imagine how much will be achieved when this
approach becomes mandatory for the entire scientific enterprise in

these countries.

“Pockets of Improvements in science in southern
excellence 'ha"e Europe will not only benefit the individual
sprungupin countries in which they occur, but will
each country, make Europe as a whole more competitive.
despite alack Yet without new money, the legal frame-

of support.” works may not be able to work the wonders
expected of them. A new research funding
agency won't be much help without a budget.

Now is not the time to expect huge increases in science investment,
but small increases could make a disproportionate difference. Half way
to reform, science in Spain, Italy and Greece needs to be supported.
Like fiscal reform, it promises a long-term pay-off for those countries,

and for the continent. m

False economy

The Danish government’s plan to axe
technology assessment is ill-conceived.

twentieth century that the nations and societies in which they

were strongest rose to economic and cultural dominance. Noth-
ing suggests that the recipe might lose its appeal as the twenty-first
century proceeds, with democracy and science gaining ground in parts
of the Arab world and some developing countries. But advances in
science also raise ethical and environmental concerns that need to
be taken seriously.

Denmark, a small but technologically advanced country that in
January will take over the rotating presidency of the European Union,
has pioneered the use of participatory methods to assess the risks and
societal impact of new technologies. But plans to disband the Dan-
ish Board of Technology (DBT'), which has been a leader in studying
public views and expectations of science and technology, suggest that
Denmark’s new government is not quite aware of the country’s for-
midable tradition in democratizing science. If it proceeds with the
plan — which, ironically, is intended to preserve funds for research
— it risks destroying a critical piece of Europe’s science-policy system.

l iberal democracy and science combined so successfully in the
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