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Γιάβημα ηοσ Δθνικού σμβοσλίοσ Έρεσνας και Σετνολογίας προς 

ηη Γιεθνή Ακαδημαϊκή και Δρεσνηηική Κοινόηηηα 
 

Οκηώβριος – Γεκέμβριος 2011 

 

Σνλ πεξαζκέλν Οθηώβξην ην Εζληθό πκβνύιην Έξεπλαο θαη Σερλνινγίαο (ΕΕΣ) 

απεύζπλε αλνηρηή επηζηνιή πξνο ηε δηεζλή αθαδεκατθή θαη εξεπλεηηθή θνηλόηεηα 

δεηώληαο ππνζηήξημε πξνθεηκέλνπ λα δνζεί ζηελ Ειιάδα ε απαξαίηεηε πίζησζε 

ρξόλνπ έηζη ώζηε λα κπνξέζεη λα εθαξκόζεη ηηο απαξαίηεηεο κεηαξξπζκίζεηο ζην 

ρώξν ηεο έξεπλαο κε ηξόπν νκαιό θαη ζπληεηαγκέλν. 

 

Η επηζηνιή κε ηίηιν «Η Ειιάδα ζε ζηαπξνδξόκη» εζηάιε από ηα κέιε ηνπ ΕΕΣ 

ζε εξεπλεηηθά ηδξύκαηα θαη επηζηεκνληθέο νξγαλώζεηο πςεινύ θύξνπο θπξίσο 

ζηελ Επξώπε θαη ζηηο Η.Π.Α ελώ πξόζθαηα δεκνζηεύζεθε ζην έγθξηην 

επηζηεκνληθό πεξηνδηθό Nature [πλεκκέλα 1
ν
 έσο 3

ν
]. 

 

ρεηηθό άξζξν ηνπ κέινπο ηνπ ΕΕΣ, θαζεγεηή ηνπ London School of 

Economics, K. Featherstone, δεκνζηεύζεθε ζηνπο Financial Times ζηηο 18 

Οθησβξίνπ [πλεκκέλν 4
ν
]. Παξάιιεια, ν θαζεγεηήο  ηνπ Παλεπηζηεκίνπ ηεο 

Φξαλθθνύξηεο θαη κέινο ηνπ ΕΕΣ Μ. Χαιηάζνο, έδσζε ζπλεληεύμεηο ζην 

ξαδηόθσλν, ζηνλ εκεξήζην Γεξκαληθό ηύπν (Frankfurter Allegmeine Zeitung, 

25/10/11) [πλεκκέλν 5
ν
].  

 

Επηπξνζζέησο κε πξσηνβνπιία ηνπ Αθαδεκατθνύ Λ. Χξηζηνθόξνπ, εζηάιε από 

ηελ Αθαδεκία Αζελώλ αλνηρηή επηζηνιή πξνο όιεο ηεο Αθαδεκίεο Επηζηεκώλ 

ησλ Κξαηώλ Μειώλ ηεο Επξσπατθήο Έλσζεο [πλεκκέλν 6
ν
].  
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Η κέρξη ηώξα αληαπόθξηζε είλαη ηδηαίηεξα ελζαξξπληηθή θαη ην πκβνύιην έρεη ιάβεη πιήζνο 

επηζηνιώλ ππνζηήξημεο από εξεπλεηηθά ηδξύκαηα θαη επηζηεκνληθέο νξγαλώζεηο.  

 

Ελδεηθηηθά αλαθέξνληαη νη επηζηνιέο ππνζηήξημεο από ηνλ πξόεδξν ηνπ CNRS (National Center 

for Scientific Research of France) [πλεκκέλν 7
ν
] θαη από ηελ Επξσπατθή Έλσζε Πνιηηηθώλ 

Επηζηεκώλ (ECPR- European Consortium for Political Research) [πλεκκέλν 8
ν
]. 

 

Ο πξόεδξνο ηνπ CNRS, Alain Fuchs ηνλίδεη κεηαμύ άιισλ «ειπίδω όηη νη Επξωπαϊθέο Κπβεξλήζεηο 

θαη νη Δηεζλείο Οξγαληζκνί ζα θαηαλνήζνπλ ηελ ηδηαηηεξόηεηα θαη ηε κεγάιε ζεκαζία ηεο 

επηζηεκνληθήο Έξεπλαο θαη ηεο Αλώηαηεο Εθπαίδεπζεο θαη ζα θάλνπλ όηη είλαη δπλαηό γηα λα 

θξαηήζνπλ δωληαλό ην ρώξν απηό ζηελ Ειιάδα παξά ηελ εμαηξεηηθά δύζθνιε νηθνλνκηθή ζπγθπξία».   

 

Μεηαμύ ησλ δηαβεκάησλ ηεο δηεζλνύο επηζηεκνληθήο θνηλόηεηαο σο ηδηαίηεξα ζεκαληηθή θξίλεηαη 

ε πξσηνβνπιία πνπ αλέιαβαλ θαζεγεηέο ηνπ παλεπηζηεκίνπ ηεο Κνισλίαο κε επηζηνιή πνπ 

απεύζπλαλ ζηελ Καγθειάξην Α. Μέξθει, επαηλώληαο ηηο πξνζπάζεηεο ηεο ρώξαο γηα ηηο αλαγθαίεο 

κεηαξξπζκίζεηο ζην ρώξν ηεο Έξεπλαο θαη δεηώληαο ππνζηήξημε έηζη ώζηε νη πξνζπάζεηεο απηέο 

λα απνδώζνπλ ηα επηδησθόκελα απνηειέζκαηα [πλεκκέλν 9
ν
]. 

 

Αθνινπζεί ζπλνπηηθόο θαηάινγνο ησλ ζρεηηθώλ δεκνζηεπκάησλ θαη ελεξγεηώλ ηνπ ΕΕΣ θαη ησλ 

αληαπνθξίζεσλ ηεο εξεπλεηηθήο θνηλόηεηαο. Επηζπλάπηνληαη ελδεηθηηθά δείγκαηα ζρεηηθώλ 

εγγξάθσλ [πλεκκέλα 10
ν
 έσο 18

ν
]. 

 

 

σνοπηικός καηάλογος ενεργειών & αποκρίζεων ζηην επιζηολή ηοσ ΔΔΣ 

«Η Δλλάδα ζε ζηασροδρόμι» 

 

 H επηζηνιή ηνπ ΕΕΣ ζηελ Αγγιηθή γιώζζα, «Greece is at Crossroads», 19 Οθησβξίνπ 2011. 

 Η επηζηνιή ηνπ ΕΕΣ ζηα Ειιεληθά, «Η Ειιάδα ζε ζηαπξνδξόκη», 19 Οθησβξίνπ 2011. 

 Επηζηνιή ηνπ πξνέδξνπ ηνπ ΕΕΣ, θαζεγεηή . Κξηκηδή θαη ηνπ κέινπο ηνπ ΕΕΣ, Άξε 

Παηξηλνύ ζην πεξηνδηθό Nature, «Economic Crisis: Call to support Greek research reforms», 

3 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011.  

 Επηζηνιή ηνπ κέινπο ηνπ ΕΕΣ, θαζεγεηή Κ. Featherstone ζηνπο Financial Times of London, 

18 Οθησβξίνπ 2011 

 Απνζηνιή ηεο αλνηρηήο επηζηνιήο ηνπ ΕΕΣ ζην γξαθείν ηνπ P. Thomsen, ζηειέρνπο ηνπ 

Δηεζλνύο Ννκηζκαηηθνύ Σακείνπ, 24 Οθησβξίνπ 2011.  
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 Άξζξν ηνπ κέινπο ηνπ ΕΕΣ, θαζεγεηή Μ. Χαιηάζνπ, "Griechische Patienten nicht durch 

Ueberdosis toeten" Handelsblatt, 24 Οθησβξίνπ 2011 

 Άξζξν ηνπ Μ. Χαιηάζνπ “Don’t kill the patient through medicine Overdose – Με ζθνηώζεηε 

ηνλ αζζελή γηα λα πεηύρεη ε εγρείξεζε!»  http://www.greekeconomistsforreform.org, 26 

Οθησβξίνπ 2011 

 πλέληεπμε ηνπ Μ. Χαιηάζνπ, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 27/10/2011  

 πλέληεπμε ηνπ Μ. Χαιηάζνπ ζην Ειιεληθό Πξόγξακκα ηεο Γεξκαληθήο Ραδηνθσλίαο, 13 

Ννεκβξίνπ 2011 

 πλέληεπμε ηνπ Μ. Χαιηάζνπ ζηελ International Herald Tribune, 11 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011.    

 Επηζηνιή ηνπ Πξνέδξνπ ηεο Αθαδεκίαο Αζελώλ θαζεγεηή Απόζηνινπ Γεσξγηάδε, πξνο ηηο 

Αθαδεκίεο Επηζηεκώλ ησλ Κξαηώλ Μειώλ ηεο Επξσπατθήο Έλσζεο, Ννέκβξηνο 2011. 

 Επηζηνιή ηνπ Πξνέδξνπ ηνπ CNRS, Alain Fuchs, ζηνλ Πξόεδξν ηνπ ΕΕΣ, . Κξηκηδή, 4 

Ννεκβξίνπ, 2011 

 Μήλπκα ηεο εθηειεζηηθήο επηηξνπήο ηεο Επξσπατθήο Έλσζεο Πνιηηηθήο Επηζηήκεο 

(European Consortium for Political Research), 4 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011 

 Επηζηνιή ηνπ θαζεγεηή Marcello Coradini ζπληνληζηή πξνγξακκάησλ ηνπ Επξσπατθνύ 

Οξγαληζκνύ Δηαζηήκαηνο (European Space Agency-ESA),  9 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011. 

 πκκεηνρή ηνπ πξνέδξνπ ηνπ ΕΕΣ θ. . Κξηκηδή θαη ηνπ κέινπο ηνπ ΕΕΣ Γ. Παπιάθε ζε 

ζπδήηεζε ζηξνγγπιήο ηξαπέδεο ζηελ Οπάζηγθηνλ κε εθπξνζώπνπο ηεο Ειιελν-Ακεξηθαληθήο 

Αθαδεκατθήο θνηλόηεηαο, 9 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011.  

 Αλνηρηή επηζηνιή ππνζηήξημεο από ηελ Dr. C. Plainaki, National Institute for Astrophysics, 

Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 14 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011 

 Αλνηρηή επηζηνιή ππνζηήξημεο από ηελ Dr. M. Laurenza, National Institute for Astrophysics, 

Rome (INAF/IFSI), 15 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011 

 Αλνηρηή επηζηνιή ππνζηήξημεο από ηελ Dr. M. Storini, National Institute for Astrophysics, 

Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 15 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011 

 Αλνηρηή επηζηνιή ππνζηήξημεο από ηνλ Dr. A. Mura, National Institute for Astrophysics, 

Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 15 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011 

 Αλνηρηή επηζηνιή ππνζηήξημεο από ηελ Dr. G. Rinaldi, National Institute for Astrophysics, 

Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 15 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011 

 Αλνηρηή επηζηνιή ππνζηήξημεο από ηελ Dr. R. Rispoli, National Institute for Astrophysics, 

Rome, (INAF/IFSI), 15 Ννεκβξίνπ 2011 

 Επηζηνιή θαζεγεηώλ ηνπ Παλεπηζηεκίνπ ηεο Κνισλίαο πξνο ηελ Καγθειάξην Α. Μέξθει,  20 

Ννεκβξίνπ 2011. 

  Κεληξηθό Άξζξν (editorial) ζην πεξηνδηθό Nature, vol. 480, No 5, 5 Δεθεκβξίνπ 2011,  “Half 

Way There”, Spain, Italy and Greece all have new Governments and new research laws. 

Despite the pressures of economic austerity, investing in science now could bring 

disproportionate benefits.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.greekeconomistsforreform.org/
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Dear fellow members of the academic and research communities, 

 

                                   Greece is at a Crossroads 

 

We write to you as members of the National Council for Research and Technology of 
Greece (ESET). Our role is to provide advice on the reorganization of the Greek research 
landscape, as an engine for future growth and as a tool for exit from the current economic 
crisis. There is, of course, a lot that needs to be achieved in order for Greece to correct errors 
of the past and to return to a path of economic growth. 

 The Council has been working on orderly and realistic plans to reform the country’s 
research infrastructure and, in doing so, we have witnessed the determination of key stake-
holders to reform the entire system and put Greece on a more effective track.  Indeed, a new 
spirit is evident in favour of radical change and there is a great determination to restructure 
and overcome the present calamitous situation. There is much talent, dedication, and pockets 
of excellence to build on within the Greek scientific community.  

But, the grave present danger is that the research infrastructure, as well as many other 
essential institutions relevant to its upgrading, may disintegrate due to the inordinate 
pressures being placed on the country.  Please imagine if you were asked to restructure an 
entire research establishment, not even in months but in only a few weeks, as is being 
presently demanded by Greece’s international creditors. Under such inordinate time 
pressure, the only choice is to make financial cuts indiscriminately and without evaluation, 
with potentially grave consequences to future prospects for recovery.  It is imperative that 
Greece is afforded the opportunity for an orderly implementation of the much-needed 
reforms: these will take time and will need appropriate support. The process of restructuring 
 has already been initiated, is under way, and should be allowed to proceed as such, with 
follow-on refinements as necessary, but must not be jeopardized. 

In the present critical situation, we appeal in the strongest possible terms to our colleagues 
in the international scientific community to lend us their support and to make 
representations to help convince governments and relevant international bodies to show 
greater understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to 
more realistically achieve objectives which we hold in common.  We would welcome your 
statements of support and to be informed of any representations you undertake in this 
regard. 

 

 
S. Krimizis 

ESET Chair 

skrimizis@academyofathens.gr 
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ΕΘΝΙΚΟ ΣΥΜΒΟΥΛΙΟ
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(Ε.Σ.Ε.Τ.)

Αγαπητοί συνάδελφοι, μέλη της ακαδημαϊκής και ερευνητικής κοινότητας,

Απευθυνόμαστε σε εσάς εκ μέρους του,  και ως μέλη του Εθνικού Συμβουλίου Έρευνας και 

Τεχνολογίας της Ελλάδας. Ο ρόλος μας είναι συμβουλευτικός ως προς την αναδιοργάνωση του 

Ελληνικού ερευνητικού χώρου με στόχο την μελλοντική ανάπτυξη και την έξοδο της χώρας από 

την οικονομική κρίση. Είναι βέβαια πολλά αυτά που πρέπει να γίνουν έτσι ώστε η Ελλάδα να 

διορθώσει λάθη του παρελθόντος και να επιστρέψει στο δρόμο της οικονομικής ανάπτυξης.

Εργαζόμαστε με βάση οργανωμένα και συγχρόνως ρεαλιστικά σχέδια για τη μεταρρύθμιση της 

ερευνητικής  δομής  της  χώρας  και  σε  όλο  αυτό  το  διάστημα  έχουμε  γίνει  μάρτυρες  της 

αποφασιστικότητας  της  ηγεσίας  και  των  κυρίως  εμπλεκομένων  φορέων  για  στοχευμένες 

μεταρρυθμίσεις  που θα επιτρέψουν στη χώρα να επανέλθει  σε μια πορεία υγιούς  ανάπτυξης. 

Είναι  πράγματι  εμφανές  ένα  νέο  πνεύμα  για  ριζικές  αλλαγές.   Ταυτόχρονα,  διαπιστώνουμε 

ισχυρή αποφασιστικότητα για αναδιοργάνωση που θα συμβάλλει στο να ξεπεραστεί η εξαιρετικά 

δύσκολη  παρούσα  συγκυρία.   Υπάρχει  πολύ  ταλέντο,  αφοσίωση  και  θύλακες  αριστείας  ως 

θεμέλια στην Ελληνική ερευνητική κοινότητα.

Υπάρχει, παραταύτα, μεγάλος κίνδυνος αποσύνθεσης όλου του ερευνητικού συστήματος εξαιτίας 

των  υπέρμετρων  πιέσεων  που  ασκούνται  στη  Χώρα.  Φανταστείτε  να  σας  ζητούσαν  να 

αναδομήσετε  ριζικά  μια  ερευνητική  δομή  μέσα  σε  ένα  ασφυκτικό  χρονοδιάγραμμα  λίγων 

εβδομάδων, όπως απαιτούν σήμερα οι διεθνείς πιστωτές της Ελλάδας.

Κάτω  από  αυτή  την  υπέρμετρη  πίεση  χρόνου  η  μόνη  επιλογή  είναι  να  προβεί  κανείς  σε  

δημοσιονομικές περικοπές, αδιακρίτως και χωρίς αξιολόγηση, με δυνητικά σοβαρές συνέπειες για 

τις  μελλοντικές  προοπτικές  ανάκαμψης.  Είναι  επιτακτική  ανάγκη  να  δοθεί  στην  Ελλάδα  η 

ευκαιρία  να  εφαρμόσει  τις,  δίχως  άλλο  απαραίτητες,  μεταρρυθμίσεις  με  τρόπο  ομαλό  και  

συντεταγμένο. Για να γίνει αυτό, χρειάζεται περισσότερος χρόνος και κατάλληλη υποστήριξη.  Η 

διαδικασία της αναδιάρθρωσης του ερευνητικού ιστού της χώρας η οποία έχει  ήδη ξεκινήσει  

πρέπει να συνεχιστεί απρόσκοπτα (με όποιες βελτιωτικές παρεμβάσεις χρειάζονται) και να μην 

υπονομευτεί και διακινδυνεύσει.

Στην  παρούσα  κρίσιμη  κατάσταση,  κάνουμε  έκκληση  σε  εσάς,  τους  συναδέλφους  μας  στην 

διεθνή  ακαδημαϊκή  και  ερευνητική  κοινότητα,  και  ζητούμε  την  υποστήριξή  σας  προς  τις  

κυβερνήσεις σας και αρμόδιους διεθνείς οργανισμούς για να πεισθούν να δείξουν μεγαλύτερη 

κατανόηση και να υποστηρίξουν μια πιο ορθολογική αντιμετώπιση της κατάστασης έτσι ώστε η 

Ελλάδα  να  μπορέσει  ρεαλιστικά  να  φθάσει  στους  κοινούς  μας  στόχους.   Κάθε  κίνηση 

υποστήριξης προς αυτόν το σκοπό είναι ιδιαίτερα ευπρόσδεκτη.

Σ. Κριμιζής
Πρόεδρος ΕΣΕΤ



Correspondence
European stem-cell 
ruling is misleading
Last month the European 
Court of Justice ruled that 
inventions derived from human 
embryonic stem cells are largely 
unpatentable. This ruling will 
shape the development of stem-
cell technology. So, to prevent 
confusion, we wish to point 
out that the ruling contains 
crucial errors with respect to the 
underlying science. 

At issue is the dividing line 
between what does and does not 
constitute an individual human. 
Under European law, individuals 
are not patentable. The new 
ruling misleadingly classifies 
pseudo-fertilized eggs, or 
parthenotes (lumping together 
those made with and without 
nuclear transfer), as requiring 
the protections of personhood. 
This classification was made 
on the grounds that these eggs 
are “capable of commencing 
the process of development of a 
human being just as an embryo 
created by fertilization of an 
ovum can”.

However, mammalian 
parthenogenetic embryos do 
not develop in the same way as 
normal embryos; nor are they 
developmentally viable if made 
without nuclear transplant. 
They are far down the sliding 
scale of developmental potential 
shared by all cells (including 
cells in the adult human body). 
It is therefore misguided for the 
ruling to put all parthenote-
derived cells, which have 
technological potential (see 
A. A. Kiessling Nature 434, 
145; 2005), at the same end of 
the scale as cells that can fully 
differentiate (totipotent cells).

The ruling sensibly prevents 
a second confusion: inventions 
derived from human embryonic 
stem cells that require prior 
destruction of embryos are, it 
says, unpatentable. Because the 
technology already exists to make 
human embryonic stem-cell lines 
that preserve the viability of the 
donor embryo (Y. Chung et al. 
Cell Stem Cell 2, 113–117; 2008),  

embryo destruction is 
unnecessary. The scope of the 
ruling may therefore be narrower 
than some might conclude.

Whether one is for or 
against biological patenting 
(and we have no settled 
view or financial interest 
at stake here), it will be 
unfortunate if the wording of 
the European Court’s ruling 
should inadvertently inhibit 
a potentially useful, ethical 
technology using parthenotes 
just because of a lapse in 
scientific understanding.
Jeremy B. A. Green on behalf 
of 6 co-authors*, King’s College 
London, UK. 
jeremy.green@kcl.ac.uk
Competing interests declared. See 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/479041a 
for declaration and *full author list.

Call to support Greek 
research reforms
As members of the Greek 
National Council for Research 
and Technology, we appeal to 
the global scientific community 
to lend us its support in Greece’s 
present critical economic 
situation. We must convince 
governments and relevant 
international bodies that we 
need a more realistic time frame 
to enable Greece to achieve the 
objectives that we all hold in 
common.

The council’s role is to advise 
on the reorganization of Greek 
research as an engine for future 
growth and as a way out of 
the current crisis. There is a 
grave danger, however, that the 
research infrastructure, and 
many institutions essential to its 
upgrading, could disintegrate 
because of the pressures being 
placed on the country.

Greece’s international 
creditors are demanding rapid 
restructuring of the entire 
research establishment, forcing 
financial cuts to be made 
indiscriminately, with serious 
implications for recovery 
prospects.

In working to reform the 

research infrastructure, the 
council has seen that key 
stakeholders are determined to 
put Greece on a more effective 
track and are enthusiastic about 
radical change. The Greek 
scientific community contains 
pockets of excellence and much 
talent and dedication. It is 
imperative that Greece is allowed 
time to implement the much-
needed reforms in a careful and 
orderly way.
Stamatios M. Krimigis Academy 
of Athens, Greece. 
Aristides A. N. Patrinos 
Synthetic Genomics, La Jolla, 
California, USA. 
apatrin@syntheticgenomics.com

Easter Island’s 
complex history
The history of Easter Island is 
important because it offers a 
lesson in long-term survival in 
an isolated and resource-poor 
environment. In his review 
of our book, The Statues That 
Walked, Paul Bahn makes some 
potentially misleading assertions 
(Nature 476, 150–151; 2011). 

He implies that we have 
overlooked other people’s work, 
but those studies are unpublished. 
We instead acquired our own 
data, controlling for content and 
quality. 

Our excavations and 
radiocarbon dating indicate 
that Easter Island was colonized 
several centuries later than Bahn 
contends (T. L. Hunt and C. P. 
Lipo Science 311, 1603–1606; 
2006). Settlement of this and 
other islands in eastern Polynesia 
occurred over the past 800–1,000 
years. On the basis of new 
evidence, most archaeologists 
working on Easter Island 
now reject the notion that its 
population collapsed before the 
arrival of Europeans. 

It is generally agreed that the 
island was almost completely 
deforested by the time Europeans 
arrived in 1722. We never argued 
that rats were the only cause of 
deforestation, which happened 
over centuries and resulted 

from people burning vegetation 
for agriculture, and from rat 
predation of seeds. 

Although there is skeletal 
evidence for some violence on 
the island, only a few examples 
indicate mortal wounding. As we 
explain in our book, the statues 
were a focus of competitive 
signalling that staved off lethal 
violence.
Terry L. Hunt University of 
Hawaii-Manoa, Honolulu, 
Hawaii, USA.  
thunt@hawaii.edu
Carl P. Lipo California State 
University, Long Beach, 
California, USA.

Control of dengue 
fever in Pakistan
Five years ago the Indian 
subcontinent experienced its 
first epidemic of dengue fever, 
with more than 5,000 people in 
India and more than 2,000 in 
Pakistan hospitalized (M. A. Rai 
and H. Khan J. Clin. Virol. 38, 
269–270; 2007). Pakistan is 
now in the middle of a dengue 
resurgence: more than 15,000 
cases have been recorded in 
Lahore alone. This is potentially 
disastrous for the country’s 
health-care system, which is 
already on its knees.

Mortality is much higher 
this time. There have also been 
reports in Pakistan of resistance 
to agrochemicals evolving in 
dengue mosquitoes (H. A. Khan 
et al. Parasite Vectors 4, 146; 
2011), calling into question the 
current massive fumigation 
drive. Last year’s record floods 
have aggravated the situation.

Dengue experts have been 
flown in from Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia and the World Health 
Organization, but they may 
be too late. Prior planning and 
policy formulation by Pakistan’s 
health-care authorities are key to 
the prevention of future dengue 
outbreaks.
Mohammad A. Rai Nuffield 
Department of Medicine, 
University of Oxford, UK.  
mohammad.rai@ndm.ox.ac.uk
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Hasty, indiscriminate cuts will not help Greece 

From Prof Kevin Featherstone. 

Sir, The debt crisis demands deep reforms by the Greek government. What it 

doesn’t require is a ham-fisted insistence on public expenditure cuts that stifle 

future prospects for recovery. 

I write as a member of the Greek National Council for Research and 

Technology, which provides advice to the Ministry of Education on policies 

towards universities and research institutes. We are busy putting in place 

reforms that will radically alter the research landscape, helping to find an exit 

from the crisis and to establish an engine for future economic growth. 

There are many inherited problems, built up over successive governments, to 

overcome, including inertia, poor monitoring and the misallocation of 

resources. Yet, we have witnessed the determination of key stakeholders to 

engage in serious reform. A cross-party consensus is evident on future 

research policy. There is much scientific talent and dedication, with pockets of 

excellence, to build on. 

But the danger today is that the research infrastructure, as well as many other 

related institutions, may disintegrate due to the inordinate pressures being 

placed on the country. I ask your readers to appreciate being asked to 

restructure an entire research establishment, not even in months but in only a 

few weeks, as is being currently demanded by Greece’s international creditors. 

Under the inordinate time pressure of the “troika”, the only choice is to make 

financial cuts indiscriminately and without evaluation, with potentially grave 

consequences to the future prospects for recovery. Already, there is a worrying 

brain-drain; scientists have faced drastic cuts; and there is an imminent and 

general threat of salaries not being paid. 

Greece’s creditor governments need not doubt the will to engage in deep-

rooted reforms, but it is imperative – indeed, in the interests of both Greece 

and Europe – that the country be afforded the opportunity for an orderly 

implementation of such measures. 

Kevin Featherstone, London School of Economics, U 
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Aktuell Wirtschaft Europas Schuldenkrise

Im Gespräch: Michael Haliassos

„Zu viel Druck kann den Patienten töten“
Griechenland benötigt Reformen. Aber es hat keinen Sinn, den öffentlichen Dienst
völlig zu „enthaupten“, sagt der griechischstämmige Ökonom Michael Haliassos im
F.A.Z.-Interview.

25.10.2011

Artikel

M ichael Haliassos ist Professor für
Makroökonomik an der Universität

Frankfurt. Es gebe erfolgreiche Unternehmen,
aber vielen Griechen fehle die richtige
Qualifizierung, sagt er im Gespräch.

Professor Haliassos, wie sehen Sie die
aktuelle Lage in Griechenland?

Griechenland braucht Reformen. Die Politik
hat unter dem Druck von Interessensgruppen, der Opposition und des Widerstands in
den eigenen Reihen zu lange mit Reformen gezögert. Insofern ist es gut, wenn nun auf
die griechische Regierung Druck ausgeübt wird. Aber zu viel Druck kann den Patienten
töten.

Was meinen Sie damit?

Man verlangt jetzt von Griechenland, innerhalb kurzer Zeit umfangreiche Reformen
umzusetzen. Das ist kontraproduktiv, weil die Gefahr besteht, dass durch übertriebene
Eile künftiges wirtschaftliches Wachstumspotential beschädigt wird.

Können Sie ein Beispiel nennen?

Natürlich ist der öffentliche Dienst in Griechenland personell überbesetzt und wenig
effizient. Er muss kleiner werden. Aber es hat auch keinen Sinn, den öffentlichen Dienst
zu enthaupten. Es besteht die Gefahr, dass durch zu rasches Handeln gute Leute
entlassen werden und schlechte an ihren Plätzen bleiben. In Griechenland erhalten die
Beschäftigten im öffentlichen Dienst grundsätzlich sehr gute Arbeitsbewertungen, die
nicht unbedingt ihre tatsächliche Leistung reflektieren. Es braucht etwas Zeit, um die
produktiven von den weniger produktiven Mitarbeitern zu unterscheiden.

Was meinen Sie mit der Enthauptung des öffentlichen Dienstes?

Um die Auflagen zu erfüllen, will die griechische Regierung vor allem ältere
Beschäftigte entlassen. Damit würde man sich zwar durchaus auch von korrupten und
wenig leistungsfähigen Leuten trennen, aber eben auch von fast allen leitenden
Mitarbeitern. Das verstehe ich unter einer Enthauptung.

Wo liegt die Zukunft?

Die griechische Wirtschaft braucht einen effizienten öffentlichen Dienst, um ihre volle
Leistungskraft zu entfalten. Um in Griechenland ein Gerichtsurteil zu erwirken, braucht
es acht bis zehn Jahre. Wir benötigen auch einen effizienteren öffentlichen Dienst, um
gegen Korruption und Steuerflucht vorzugehen, und vor allem, um Investitionen und
das Entstehen von dynamischen, qualitäts- und exportorientierten Unternehmen zu
fördern. Generell haben sich die Bedingungen für Unternehmen in den vergangenen
Jahren im Vergleich zu anderen Ländern verschlechtert. Außerdem muss sich die
Abhängigkeit der Privatwirtschaft vom Staat verringern.

Ist sie so groß?

Michail Haliassos, geboren 1959, besitzt die
griechische Staatsbürgerschaft
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Sie hat in den vergangenen 20 Jahren deutlich zugenommen. Viele griechische
Unternehmen haben sich vor allem um Staatsaufträge bemüht, zum Beispiel die
Bauunternehmen. Das grundsätzliche Problem der griechischen Wirtschaft besteht in
einer zu geringen Produktion hochwertiger Güter und Dienstleistungen. Es geht hier
nicht um ein zu hohes Preisniveau für solche Güter, sondern um ihr Fehlen. Deshalb
könnte uns ein Austritt aus der Währungsunion und die Rückkehr zu einer Drachme,
die dann deutlich abwerten würde, nicht viel helfen. Heiße Luft kann man nun einmal
in keiner Währung verkaufen.

Sie klingen nicht sehr optimistisch.

Potential ist vorhanden. Die griechische Wirtschaft kennt auch Erfolgsgeschichten.

Zum Beispiel?

Kretafarm ist ein auf der Insel Kreta ansässiges, international tätiges Unternehmen, das
für gesundheitsbewusste Verbraucher einen Teil der tierischen Fette aus Fleisch
entfernt und durch pflanzliches Fett in Form des auf Kreta verbreiteten Olivenöls
ersetzt. Das Unternehmen verfügt über ein für griechische Verhältnisse sehr hohes
jährliches Forschungsbudget von 30 Millionen Euro. Ein anderes auch international
erfolgreiches Unternehmen ist Korres, das Kosmetika auf der Basis von
Naturprodukten herstellt. Corallia, ein Cluster aus Unternehmen aus der
Mikroelektronik, hat unter anderem einen Auftrag von der Nasa erhalten.

Wie steht es mit der Ausbildung?

Es gibt in Griechenland das Phänomen einer Überqualifizierung. Viele Griechen haben
das Abitur und an der Universität studiert. Allerdings haben sie nicht immer Fächer
studiert, mit denen sich in der Wirtschaft viel anfangen lässt. So existiert ein Mangel an
Ingenieuren. Auch fehlt es zum Beispiel an kompetenten Klempnern. Das vorhandene
Potential muss richtig verteilt werden.

Wie soll dies geschehen?

Das wäre eine Aufgabe für die Politik. Aber die Griechen haben kein großes Vertrauen
in ihre Politiker. Das große Problem besteht darin, dass niemand langfristige Visionen
für Wirtschaftswachstum entwickelt und der Bevölkerung wirkungsvoll vermittelt.
Stattdessen fragt man sich nur, was Griechenland kurzfristig erledigen muss, um die
nächste Rate Hilfsgelder zu erhalten. Dieser Vorwurf trifft Griechenland, wo man sich
lange um Reformen drücken wollte, ebenso wie seine Geldgeber, die über das geringe
Reformtempo verständlicherweise frustriert sind. Beide Seiten sind wütend
aufeinander und reden aneinander vorbei. Das ist wie in einer Ehe kurz vor der
Scheidung.

Wird man die Scheidung vermeiden?

Keine der beiden großen Parteien will die Währungsunion verlassen. In einer Umfrage
unter der griechischen Bevölkerung sprachen sich kürzlich 80 Prozent für einen
Verbleib im Euro aus. Die Griechen machen nicht den Euro für ihre Lage
verantwortlich. Eine Scheidung ist auch gar nicht notwendig, wenn alle Beteiligten
stärker an die langfristige Entwicklung des wirtschaftlichen Potentials in Griechenland
durch geeignete Reformen denken würden.

Das Gespräch führte Gerald Braunberger.

Quelle: F.A.Z.
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        Paris, november 4, 2011 
 

 
 
 Dear Professor KRIMIZIS, 

 I am writing to you as the head of CNRS, in support of the french scientific 

community to our Greek collegues in these times of severe economical difficulties. 

 It is common wisdom today in scientific developed, as well as in the strongly 

emergent countries, that Science and Technology will greatly help us to develop a 

knowledge-based global economy, in order to find the path towards a sustainable 

economic growth. In this respect, we are faced, in many countries, with the necessity 

of reshaping and reorganizing our research and higher education system. This is the 

case in France, where the government has launched an ambitious-10 years long-

excellence initiative plan in order to set out a few elite, research-oriented 

multidisciplinary universities. 

 As we all know, Greece is full of talented scientists and excellent research 

centers, and your higher education system certainly deserves the kind of middle-to-

long term restructuring effort that many other countries have launched these last few 

years. But restructuring is by no means equivalent to a destruction today, followed by 

a reconstruction some time in an undecided future when economy will do better.  

 I certainly hope that governments and relevant international bodies will 

understand the specific nature and the importance of keeping scientific research and 

higher education alive in Greece, despite the present difficulties.  

 With all my best wishes, 

	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Alain	  FUCHS	  

	  

Professor	  Stamatis	  KRIMISIS	  

ESET	  Chair	  



Response from the Executive Committee of the European Consortium for 
Political Research (ECPR) 
 
 
  
The ECPR remains committed to working with all Greek institutions to make more 
manageable the funding cuts to the political and social sciences in Greece. Already, 
in the last month, the ECPR, aware of the difficulties confronting Greek and other 
European universities, adjusted its membership policy to provide assistance to those 
member institutions which are finding it difficult to meet the standard membership 
fees. In difficult times such as these, the political and social sciences are essential to 
the maintenance of social cohesion and retention of policy expertise, without which 
ongoing political challenges cannot be faced easily. ECPR will maintain its 
cooperation and solidarity with Greek academics during the period ahead. 
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Restructuring of the scientific landscape in Greece 
 
 
Dear Chancellor Dr. Merkel, 
 
Greece and Europe are facing difficult times due to the financial crisis, 
which also leads to a very demanding situation for the German government. 
We are glad to see your efforts to master the current crisis and sincerely 
appreciate your commitments for a strong, unified and prosperous Europe.  
 
Our scientific colleagues from Greece informed us that their country is 
expected to restructure in many areas, which they largely support. In 
particular, they also see the necessity to reshape their scientific landscape. 
But we also learned that the Greek scientific community is exposed to 
enormous pressure to set these plans in place immediately. With this letter 
we like to stress our conviction that reasonable changes to a scientific 
system must only be made after careful assessments and deliberate 
considerations.  Such assessments need to be allocated sufficient time to 
arrive at prudent and balanced decisions and to not jeopardize any existing 
well functioning structures and local centers of excellence. We would also 
like to stress that some core financial allocations to science and education 
need to be maintained in Greece as well since one of the most important 
investments in the future of a country are the investments in education and 
basic science. Therefore we would like to ask you - in case a possibility 
arises to you on an European policy level - to support the restructuring of 
the Greek scientific landscape based on reasonable core finances and 
based on a sensible time schedule. We assume that you as a former 
scientist and due to your contacts to the scientific world through your 
husband Prof. Dr. Joachim Sauer will be very understanding of our 
requests. 
 

Bundeskanzleramt 
Bundeskanzlerin 
Dr. Angela Merkel 
Willy-Brandt-Straße 1 
10557 Berlin 
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In addition to the German version of our letter we provide an English copy, 
which we will also send as a sign of our support to Dr. S. Krimigis, the Head 
of the National Council for Research and Technology of Greece.  
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

        
 
Prof. Joachim Saur       Prof. Fritz M. Neubauer     Dr. Norbert Krupp 
(Univ. of Cologne)       (Univ of Cologne)              (Max Planck Institute for  
                                                 Solar System Research)     
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Frankfurt. Griechische Wissenschaftler haben einen dramatischen Appell an die internationale
Forschungsgemeinde gerichtet. Wegen der Krise ihres Landes sorgen sie sich um den dortigen
Wissenschaftsstandort. Mit ihrem Aufruf versuchen sie, Regierungen und internationale Organisationen für die
Situation der griechischen Forschungslandschaft zu sensibilisieren. „Die geordnete Durchführung der dringend
benötigten Reformen braucht Zeit“, heißt es in dem Appell des Nationalen Rates für Forschung und Technologie,
dem Michalis Haliassos, Professor für Makroökonomie und Finanzmärkte am House of Finance der Goethe-
Universität Frankfurt, angehört sowie weitere renommierte Forscher u. a. des MIT, der London School of
Economics und der Ecole Normale Superieure Paris. Eine Restrukturierung innerhalb weniger Wochen, wie von
der internationalen Gläubigergemeinschaft gefordert, ließe sich nur durch willkürliche Kürzungen erreichen. Eine
solche Maßnahme ohne vorherige Evaluationen würde jedoch die erhoffte zukünftige Erholung des gesamten
Landes gefährden.

„Es besteht kein Zweifel, dass umfangreiche Reformen auch in der griechischen Forschungsinfrastruktur nötig
sind“, sagt Michalis Haliassos. Eine flächendeckende Kürzung von Forschungspersonal sowie unbedachtes
Schließen oder Fusionieren von Forschungszentren hätten indes katastrophale Folgen für das langfristige Ziel,
die Grundlagen für künftiges Wachstum zu schaffen. „Die internationalen Gläubiger müssen Druck ausüben für
Reformen, sie dürfen jedoch nicht ungeduldig und unvernünftig sein, was den Zeitrahmen angeht. Der Patient
muss geheilt und sollte nicht durch eine Überdosis getötet werden“, so Michalis Haliassos.

Die EU-Kommission zeigte sich derweil zuversichtlich für das zweite Griechenland-Hilfspaket. „Wir sind relativ
nahe an einer Abmachung“, sagte der Sprecher von EU-Währungskommissar Olli Rehn am Montag in Brüssel.
Details nannte er nicht.

Die Kommission bleibe bei ihrer Haltung, dass Privatgläubiger wie Banken und Versicherungen auf freiwilliger
Basis an dem Paket beteiligt werden sollen.

Beim EU-Gipfel am Sonntag war deutlich geworden, dass Banken und Versicherer weit stärker an der Rettung
beteiligt werden sollen. Bisher wollen sie freiwillig auf 21 Prozent ihrer Forderungen verzichten. Die Politik pocht
aber auf 40 bis 60 Prozent.

Das zweite Rettungspaket mit öffentlichen Hilfen von 109 Milliarden Euro muss neu verhandelt werden, weil sich
die Finanzierungsbedingungen für das Land verschlechterten. Ein Gipfel der Euro-Staats- und Regierungschefs
soll sich am Mittwoch auf das neue Paket einigen.

dne/rtr
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„Griechischen Patienten nicht durch Überdosis töten“
Noch ist die Griechenland-Rettung nicht unter Dach und Fach. Unklar ist, wie stark Banken und Versicherer
einbezogen werden können. Griechische Forscher warnten, ihrem Land zu viel abzuverlangen.

17. November 2011 
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Με ζθνηώζεηε ηνλ αζζελή γηα λα 
πεηύρεη ε εγρείξεζε! 

Posted on Οθησβξίνπ 26, 2011 by M_Haliassos  

Τν Εζληθό Σπκβνύιην Έξεπλαο θαη Τερλνινγίαο (ΕΣΕΤ), ην αλώηαην 

αλεμάξηεην ζπκβνπιεπηηθό ζώκα πξνο ην Υπνπξγείν Παηδείαο ζε 

ζέκαηα πνπ ζρεηίδνληαη κε ηελ εξεπλεηηθή ππνδνκή θαη 

ρξεκαηνδόηεζε, έδσζε ζηε δεκνζηόηεηα κηα αλνηθηή επηζηνιή πξνο 

ηελ δηεζλή επηζηεκνληθή θνηλόηεηα, πνπ αλαθέξεηαη ζηελ ηξέρνληα 

κέηξα.  Τν βαζηθό κήλπκα είλαη ην εμήο: 

Δελ ππάξρεη ακθηβνιία όηη εθηεηακέλεο κεηαξξπζκίζεηο είλαη 

απαξαίηεηεο θαη ζηνλ ηνκέα ηεο έξεπλαο θαη ηεο δηαζύλδεζήο ηεο κε 

ηελ ηερλνινγία θαη ηελ παξαγσγή. Τν ΕΣΕΤ εξγάδεηαη ζπζηεκαηηθά 

γηα ηελ αλακόξθσζε απηνύ ηνπ ηνκέα θαη κπνξεί λα δηαβεβαηώζεη 

ηελ δηεζλή θνηλόηεηα γηα ηελ απνθαζηζηηθόηεηα απηώλ πνπ κεηέρνπλ 

ζηε δηαδηθαζία λα πξνσζήζνπλ ηελ εξεπλεηηθή αξηζηεία. Με βάζε 

ηελ παξνύζα εξεπλεηηθή ππνδνκή θαη ηνπο ζεζκνύο πνπ δηέπνπλ ηελ 

έξεπλα, ππεξβνιηθή πίεζε γηα ξηδηθή αλαδηάξζξσζε (όπσο θιείζηκν 

θαη ζπγρσλεύζεηο εξεπλεηηθώλ θέληξσλ κε κείσζε ηνπ πξνζσπηθνύ) 

ζε κεξηθέο κόλνλ εβδνκάδεο κπνξεί λα ππνζθάςεη ηνλ απώηαην 

ζηόρν ηεο δεκηνπξγίαο ησλ θαηάιιεισλ ζπλζεθώλ γηα κειινληηθή 

αλάπηπμε. Απηή ηελ θξίζηκε ζηηγκή, νη δηεζλείο πηζησηέο κπνξνύλ λα 

είλαη ζαθείο σο πξνο ηελ αλάγθε πξνώζεζεο ησλ κεηαξξπζκίζεσλ 

αιιά όρη αλππόκνλνη θαη παξάινγνη ζηηο ρξνληθέο πηέζεηο πνπ 

αζθνύλ. Ο αζζελήο πξέπεη λα ζεξαπεπζεί, όρη λα ζθνησζεί από 

ππεξβνιηθή δόζε θαξκάθσλ! 

Τν πιήξεο θείκελν ηεο επηζηνιήο εδώ. Μηα ζρεηηθή ζπλέληεπμε ηνπ 

Μηράιε Φαιηάζζνπ ζηελ Frankurter Allgemeine Zeitung εδώ. 

 

http://greekeconomistsforreform.com/EL/education/dont-kill-the-patient-through-medicine-overdose/
http://greekeconomistsforreform.com/EL/author/m_haliassos/
http://greekeconomistsforreform.com/wp-content/uploads/Greece-at-a-Crossroads-Greek.pdf
http://www.faz.net/aktuell/wirtschaft/europas-schuldenkrise/im-gespraech-michael-haliassos-zu-viel-druck-kann-den-patienten-toeten-11504569.html


Roma, 14 November 2011

To Whom It May Concern

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon laid out by 

the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of the legislative and 
operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for science and research is critical to the 
future success and competitiveness of any country and especially under situations of extreme need for 
technological development and financial sustainability, which currently need to be encouraged in Greece. 
Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will improve health, 
technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens.

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important scientific 
investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists discouraged, who will most 
probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating consequences on the age composition of the 
manpower and eventually on the economy of the country. We must avoid further erosion of research and training 
programs generating the knowledge and scientific advances that expand the quality of life and result in new high 
technology and high-wage jobs.

The broad program of consolidation of Greece s research infrastructure is currently being designed and’  
will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the National Council for Research & 
Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling innovations, but more importantly provides 
investments from European Union structural funds that neither Greece nor the private sector could afford to 
undertake. Thus I urge you to make representations to help convince governments and relevant international 
bodies to show greater understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to more 
realistically achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with proper evaluation procedures. 

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in putting in place a 
viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to the new Greece  that will“ ’  
hopefully emerge from the present calamity.

Sincerely,
Christina Plainaki, Ph.D

Planetary Scientist at Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome



Roma, 15 November 2011  
 

To Whom It May Concern 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  

I am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon 

laid out by the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of 

the legislative and operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for 

science and research is critical to the future success and competitiveness of any country and 

especially under situations of extreme need for technological development and financial 

sustainability, which currently need to be encouraged in Greece. Constant funding will translate 

into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will improve health, technology and enhance 

the well-being of Greek citizens.  

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important 

scientific investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists 

discouraged, who will most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating 

consequences on the age composition of the manpower and eventually on the economy of the 

country. We must avoid further erosion of research and training programs generating the 

knowledge and scientific advances that expand the quality of life and result in new high technology 

and high-wage jobs.  

The broad program of consolidation of the Greece’s Research infrastructure is currently 

being designed and will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the 

National Council for Research & Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling 

innovations, but more importantly provides investments from European Union structural funds that 

neither Greece nor the private sector could afford to undertake. Thus I urge you to make 

representations to help convince governments and relevant international bodies to show greater 

understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to more realistically 

achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with proper evaluation procedures.  

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in 

putting in place a viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to 

the “new Greece ’ that will hopefully emerge from the present calamity.  

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Monica Laurenza 

Researcher at the Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome.  
 



Roma, 15 November 2011
Dear Sir/Madam, 
I am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon laid out by
the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of the legislative
and operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for science and research 
is critical to the future success and competitiveness of any country and especially under situations of 
extreme need for technological development and financial sustainability, which currently need to be
encouraged in Greece. Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies
that will improve health, technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens.  

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important scientific
investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists discouraged, who will 
most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating consequences on the age
composition of the manpower and eventually on the economy of the country. We must avoid further 
erosion of research and training programs generating the knowledge and scientific advances that 
expand the quality of life and result in new high technology and high-wage jobs.  

The broad program of consolidation of Greece’s research infrastructure is currently being designed and
will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the National Council for
Research & Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling innovations, but more 
importantly provides investments from European Union structural funds that neither Greece nor the 
private sector could afford to undertake. Thus I urge you to make representations to help convince
governments and relevant international bodies to show greater understanding and to establish a more
reasonable path that will enable Greece to more realistically achieve objectives, so that the restructuring

can proceed with proper evaluation procedures.  

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in putting in place 
a viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to the ‘new Greece ’ that 
will hopefully emerge from the present calamity.  

 
Sincerely yours. 

Dr. Marisa STORINI_IFSI-Roma

Senior Researcher

Italian National Institute for Astrophysics



 
 
 
Roma,  
November 15th,  2011 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
I am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be 
soon laid out by the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding 
the modification of the legislative and operational structure of scientific research in 
Greece. Sustained support for science and research is critical to the future success and 
competitiveness of any country and especially under situations of extreme need for 
technological development and financial sustainability, which currently need to be 
encouraged in Greece. 
Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will 
improve health, technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens. 
If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important 
scientific investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young 
scientists discouraged, who will most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent 
aggravating consequences on the age composition of the manpower and eventually on 
the economy of the country. We must avoid further erosion of research and training 
programs generating the knowledge and scientific advances that expand the quality of 
life and result in new high technology and high-wage jobs. 
The broad program of consolidation of Greece s research infrastructure is currently 
being designed ’ d and will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the 
assistance of the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece. The new 
structure is essential for enabling innovations, but more importantly provides 
investments from European Union structural funds that neither Greece nor the private 
sector could afford to undertake. Thus I urge you to make representations to help 
convince governments and relevant international bodies to show greater understanding 
and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to more realistically 
achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with proper evaluation 
procedures. 
This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in 
putting in place a viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important 
contribution to the “new Greece’ that will hopefully emerge from the present calamity. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alessandro Mura, Ph.D 
Planetary Scientist at Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome 
 

 
 



 

Roma, 15 November 2011 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon laid 
out by the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of the 
legislative and operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for science 
and research is critical to the future success and competitiveness of any country and especially 
under situations of extreme need for technological development and financial sustainability, which 
currently need to be encouraged in Greece. 
Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will improve 
health, technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens. 
If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important scientific 
investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists discouraged, 
who will most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating consequences on 
the age composition of the manpower and eventually on the economy of the country. We must 
avoid further erosion of research and training programs generating the knowledge and scientific 
advances that expand the quality of life and result in new high technology and high-wage jobs. 
The broad program of consolidation of Greece s research infrastructure is ’ currently being 
designed and will be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the 
National Council for Research & Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling 
innovations, but more importantly provides investments from European Union structural funds 
that neither Greece nor the private sector could afford to undertake. Thus I urge you to make 
representations to help convince governments and relevant international bodies to show greater 
understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that will enable Greece to more 
realistically achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with proper evaluation 
procedures. 
 
This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in putting in 
place a viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to the “new 
Greece’ that will hopefully emerge from the present calamity. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Giovanna Rinaldi, Ph.D 

Planetary Scientist at Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome 



Roma, 15 November 2011 

 

To Whom It May Concern 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to urge you to support the plan that is currently being designed and will be soon laid out by the 

National Council for Research & Technology of Greece regarding the modification of the legislative and 

operational structure of scientific research in Greece. Sustained support for science and research is critical 

to the future success and competitiveness of any country and especially under situations of extreme need 

for technological development and financial sustainability, which currently need to be encouraged in 

Greece. Constant funding will translate into new insights, treatments, and technologies that will improve 

health, technology and enhance the well-being of Greek citizens. 

If the process of restructuring is not allowed to proceed in an orderly manner, important scientific 

investigations will be terminated, graduate training stunted, and young scientists discouraged, who will 

most probably emigrate to other countries, with apparent aggravating consequences on the age 

composition of the manpower and eventually on the economy of the country. We must avoid further 

erosion of research and training programs generating the knowledge and scientific advances that expand 

the quality of life and result in new high technology and high-wage jobs. 

The broad program of consolidation of Greece’s research infrastructure is currently being designed and will 

be implemented within the next 12-18 months with the assistance of the National Council for Research & 

Technology of Greece. The new structure is essential for enabling innovations, but more importantly 

provides investments from European Union structural funds that neither Greece nor the private sector 

could afford to undertake. Thus I urge you to make representations to help convince governments and 

relevant international bodies to show greater understanding and to establish a more reasonable path that 

will enable Greece to more realistically achieve objectives, so that the restructuring can proceed with 

proper evaluation procedures. 

This will allow the National Council for Research & Technology of Greece to succeed in putting in place a 

viable and lasting process that will definitely make an important contribution to the “new Greece’ that will 

hopefully emerge from the present calamity. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                            Dr. Rosanna Rispoli, 

                                                                  Planetary Scientist at Italian National Institute for Astrophysics, Rome 
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Half way there
Spain, Italy and Greece all have new governments and new research laws. Despite the pressures of 
economic austerity, investing in science now could bring disproportionate benefits.

All this matters even more because a handful of internationally 
competitive institutes, along with smaller pockets of excellence, have 
sprung up in each of these three countries, despite a lack of politi-
cal support. The leaders of these institutes have chosen to operate 
through meritocracy; imagine how much will be achieved when this 
approach becomes mandatory for the entire scientific enterprise in 

these countries.
Improvements in science in southern 

Europe will not only benefit the individual 
countries in which they occur, but will 
make Europe as a whole more competitive. 
Yet without new money, the legal frame-
works may not be able to work the wonders 
expected of them. A new research funding 

agency won’t be much help without a budget. 
Now is not the time to expect huge increases in science investment, 

but small increases could make a disproportionate difference. Half way 
to reform, science in Spain, Italy and Greece needs to be supported. 
Like fiscal reform, it promises a long-term pay-off for those countries, 
and for the continent. ■ 

Three of the Mediterranean countries hit hardest by the debt crisis 
— Spain, Italy and Greece — have little in common beyond a 
shared coastline and an inappropriately low level of investment 

in research and development. But in the past few years, all three have 
shown a desire to reform their sclerotic research systems. And in the 
past month, each has acquired, one way or another, a new government. 

The priority for these governments is to haul their countries back 
from the brink of disaster, and thereby help to prevent the collapse of 
the euro. Given the enormity and international significance of these 
endeavours, does it make any sense to lobby for science to be favoured, 
financially and politically, in the tough austerity packages the new 
governments will have to enact?

It does, for two reasons. First, any developed country without a 
reasonable science base faces a bleak future — a familiar mantra, but 
true. Scientists in all three countries have for years seen little national 
money available for research projects, and almost no new academic 
recruitment. The best scientists have just about survived on inter-
national grants, particularly from the European Commission. Greek 
and Spanish researchers have the most to complain about, as austerity 
measures have cut into their pay packets, along with those of other civil 
servants in their countries. It is not hard to imagine that further cuts 
could lead to a dangerous level of demoralization. 

Second, all three countries are now somewhere along the process of 
enacting or implementing new laws governing how research is organ-
ized and evaluated, which will bring them into line with scientific 
norms elsewhere in Europe. There is every reason to devote political 
resources to ensuring that these reforms are carried through properly 
— and, given that it won’t cost much, little reason not to.

These Mediterranean countries have tended to be opaque in their 
science funding and academic recruitment, and so cronyism has often 
been able to rule over meritocracy. The new laws should help to fix 
this, primarily by introducing peer review and evaluation. In Spain and 
Greece, the new laws would also introduce for the first time much-
needed independent national agencies for the competitively allocated 
funding of basic research, along the lines of the European Research 
Council or the US National Science Foundation.

These laws have taken years of discussion — Greece’s long-promised 
science law has not even been approved yet, although its university law 
was passed in August. In Italy, a law for research was approved at the 
end of 2009 and a law for universities one year later. Spain’s science 
law was approved in June. 

All these laws differ in scope and detail, and they are not perfect in 
every clause. In all three countries, for example, most academics will 
remain civil servants with jobs for life, disappointing those who had 
hoped that universities and publicly funded laboratories would gain 
more hiring flexibility. But whatever their shortcomings, if appropri-
ately implemented, each of the laws will make science higher quality 
and better value for money.

False economy
The Danish government’s plan to axe 
technology assessment is ill-conceived.

Liberal democracy and science combined so successfully in the 
twentieth century that the nations and societies in which they 
were strongest rose to economic and cultural dominance. Noth-

ing suggests that the recipe might lose its appeal as the twenty-first 
century proceeds, with democracy and science gaining ground in parts 
of the Arab world and some developing countries. But advances in 
science also raise ethical and environmental concerns that need to 
be taken seriously. 

Denmark, a small but technologically advanced country that in 
January will take over the rotating presidency of the European Union, 
has pioneered the use of participatory methods to assess the risks and 
societal impact of new technologies. But plans to disband the Dan-
ish Board of Technology (DBT), which has been a leader in studying 
public views and expectations of science and technology, suggest that 
Denmark’s new government is not quite aware of the country’s for-
midable tradition in democratizing science. If it proceeds with the 
plan — which, ironically, is intended to preserve funds for research 
— it risks destroying a critical piece of Europe’s science-policy system. 

“Pockets of 
excellence have 
sprung up in 
each country, 
despite a lack  
of support.”

1  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 1  |  V O L  4 8 0  |  N A T U R E  |  5

EDITORIALS

© 2011 Macmillan Publishers Limited. All rights reserved


	00 cover_page
	0 last - summary_responses_letterhead_eset_6_Dec_11_p
	1 ESET_letter_Greece_at_Crossroads_Oct_2011
	2 GR_Greece_at_Crossroads_letterhead_eset
	George Pavlakis

	2a Nature_3_Nov_2011
	3 letter_FT
	4 Haliassos_Frankfurter_Allgemeine
	5 statement_AcademyofAthens
	6 Let_ESET_CNRS
	7 ECPR_European Consortium_Political_Research
	8 Merkel_2011_Engl_submit
	9 Haliassos_Handelsblatt
	10 Article_Haliassos_GreekEconomists_forReform_16_10_11
	11 Letter_support_toGreece_CP
	12 Letter_support_toGreece_ML
	13 Letter_support_toGreece_Research
	14 Support letter-mura
	15 Letter_support_toGreece_CP1
	16 Letter_support_toGreece_RR
	17 Nature_editorial_5_Dec_2011



