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Procedure of the General Assembly - 37th NSC of EYP GR
General rules
• A respectful and proper tone of debate is expected, both in terms of language and dress.
• The wish to speak is indicated by raising the Committee Placard. Only once recognised is
the delegate allowed to address the Assembly.
• The authority of the board is absolute.
Procedure and time settings
1) Presenting of the motion for the resolution by the Board
2) 3 minutes to defend the motion for the resolution from the podium
3) 4 minutes, in two 2 minute instances, to attack the motion for the resolution from the
podium
4) 90 seconds to respond to the attack speeches from the floor
5) 3 or 4 rounds of open debate from the floor
6) 3 minutes to summate the debate from the podium
7) Voting procedure
8) Announcing the votes
Placards
Committee Placard
When a committee member wishes to address the Assembly, they should raise their
Committee Placard to indicate their desire to make a point, and keep it raised until
recognised.
Point of Personal Privilege
Request for a delegate to repeat a point that was inaudible.
Point of Order
A delegate feels that the board has not properly followed parliamentary procedure. The
placard is used only by the chairpersons after a request from a delegate.
Direct Response
Twice per debate, each committee may use the Direct Response placard. Should a committee
member raise the Committee Placard and the Direct Response placard, the board recognises
them immediately. The Direct Response placard is used to contribute to the point made
directly beforehand.
Reaction Cards
Each delegate has a green rectangular piece of paper in front of them. Should a delegate
agree or support a point made in the General Assembly the delegate raises this piece of
paper.

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
CIVIL LIBERTIES, JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS I
Sharing Responsibilities: Europe has been struggling to formulate a united and lasting
strategy in dealing with immigration. How should the EU act in order to unblock the
discussion and move towards a holistic, forward-looking migration policy?
Submitted by: Andreas Chaviaras, Maria Kalabaliki, Maria Kanellopoulou, Erika Kekiai,
Haralampos Papadimitropoulos, Elijah Ranwalage, Dimitra-Evridiki Sarantakou,
Harjee Singh, Konstantinos Skapentzis, Anastasia Tsavli, Myrto Tsiarea, Giorgi
Beroshvili (Chairperson, GE), Ifigenia Moumtzi (Chairperson, GR)
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Deeply concerned by the inefficiency of the existing Emergency Relocation Plan due
to the time consuming examination procedure of asylum applications,
B. Consequently noting with regret that some Member States such as Slovakia, Hungary,
Poland and Czech Republic do not cooperate with the existing relocation plan,
C. Bearing in mind that the Dublin III Regulation puts pressure on the Frontline States1
while they lack the economic capacity to manage the influx and facilitate the basic
human needs,
D. Emphasising that the European Union (EU) funds addressing the refugee crisis are
insufficient and ineffectively allocated,
E. Taking into consideration that the Dublin III Regulation is impeding refugees from
integrating in the urban areas because they have to remain in their first point of entry
while their asylum application is being assessed,
F. Alarmed by human smuggling and human trafficking activities including third country
nationals illegally entering the EU and facing problems such as but not limited to
being unemployed or working illegally and thus not being taxed,
G. Aware of the fact that, according to the United Nations Refugee Agency, more than
14,000 lives have been lost in Mediterranean between 2011 and 2017 due to illegal
smuggling and trafficking,
H. Regretting that due to the existence of prejudice refugees face racism on an everyday
basis,
I. Deeply disturbed that many illegal immigrants blend with the refugees to pass the
borders using fake documents to avoid expatriation and thus cause a bureaucratic
delay in the examination process,
J. Noting with deep concern that according to United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) there are 170.000 unaccompanied minors have arrived in
the European Union as of 2017,
K. Fully aware of the fact that refugees live under inappropriate conditions in the camps;
1. Calls upon the European Commission to revise the Dublin III Regulation by
introducing a refugee quota according to which each Member State has to receive a
number of refugees as per Gross Domestic Product and the population;
1

Frontline States are the Member States like Italy and Greece, which have had the largest refugee influx since the
beginning of the crisis due to their location on the main immigration routes

2. Urges the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX) to cooperate
further with Interpol and cross-check the documents of refugees to prevent illegal
migration;
3. Requests European Asylum Support Office 2 to provide health care and
accommodation for refugees as well as shelters for unaccompanied children;
4. Supports joint operations between FRONTEX, Europol and the governments of the
Mediterranean States outside the EU to track down traffickers by sharing intelligence;
5. Encourages FRONTEX to continue rescue operations in the Mediterranean for
refugees and increase safe and legal channels for migration by providing better border
control;
6. Suggests that the European Commission places fines on every Member State which
disagrees with the European immigration policy;
7. Consecutively suggests that these funds are used to support the refugees;
8. Expresses its hope that all Member States admit refugees in public schools and
provide these students with special language classes to learn the language of their
first point entry country;
9. Strongly recommends the European Commission to revise the existing Emergency
Relocation Plan by adding a minimum limit of applications accepted as per population
of
each
Member
State
and
decreasing
the
examination
time.

2

European Asylum Support Office (EASO) provides temporary support to Member States with significant refugee
influx and facilitates protection of asylum seekers in Europe

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Time to Close the Gender Gap: Given that economic and societal inequality remains
between men and women despite legislative measures and promotional work, what
further steps can the EU take to reach equal participation and equal pay in the
workplace?
Submitted by: Elisavet Aslanian, Eufrosini Dipla, Angeliki Fotopoulou, Aikaterini Gkatsou,
Vasiliki Korkoli, Odisseas Koutsoupis, Xristos Liantziris, Eleftherios Marinis, Maria Skopelitis,
Marilia Toufexidou, Panagiota Touloumi, Odysseas Vlachonikolos, Marta Zaragozá Navarro
(Chairperson, CH).
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Noting with regret that despite the adoption of the Pregnant Workers Directive
92/85/EEC by the European Union (EU), maternity leave discrimination still exists,
B. Noting with regret the existence of a 'glass ceiling' effect making gender inequality
persisting the highest levels of decision-making in the corporate world with:
i)
only one-in-ten board members in the EU being a woman according to the
OECD,
ii)
only 5% of the Chief Executive Officers (CEO) in the EU are women,
according to CNN News Agency,
C. Concerned by women bearing disproportionate responsibility for unpaid care work,
D. Disappointed by the fact that paternity leave is only being taken by 10% of fathers in
the EU,
E. Noting with concern that women are less likely to have political power than their male
counterparts,
F. Concerned by the fact that despite proven evidence of diversity being highly positive
for business, female creativity and entrepreneurial potential still are an underexploited source of economic growth and jobs,
G. Regretting that, according to the European Commission, women only constitute onethird of the self-employed or of all business starters in the EU,
H. Realising that companies led by women, or having at least three women on the
executive board, have improved performances,
I. Deeply disturbed by the Eurostat statistics of 2016 on gender pay gaps which state
that women in the EU earn on average 16.2% less than men for doing jobs of equal
value,
J. Welcoming the European Commission's recommendation on pay transparency and
gender pay gap, encouraging the Member States to ensure effective implementation
of the equal pay principle,
K. Deeply regretting gender inequalities in research institutions, with 16% of women
pursuing Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics (STEM) careers, whereas
men count for 30%1,
1

League of European Research Universities, 2012. Women, research and universities: excellence without gender bias.
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L. Alarmed by the fact that sexual harassment in the workplace is a current
phenomenon, most frequently perpetrated against women in male dominated
environments and remain unreported,
M. Considering meritocracy in pay allocation a preferable criterion compared to the time
spent working in a company;
1. Endorses the EIGE to develop free-access distance learning programs in order to help
stay at home women return their careers;
2. Calls upon the European Commission to provide further work-from-home possibilities
to their employees to set an example for other European Institutions, and public and
private companies operating within the borders of the EU;
3. Encourages the Member States to establish equal compulsory paternal and maternal
leave;
4. Further urges the European Commission to allocate funds to assist citizens with child
caring responsibilities, yet are not financially capable of affording;
5. Invites the Member States to follow the example of the Netherlands in establishing a
gender-balanced representation in political parties;
6. Trusts the Member States in creating advocacy teams responsible for:
a) conducting investigations in gender pay gap cases;
b) advising on the establishment of guidelines promoting the increase of the
representation of females at the workplace;
7. Recommends the European Institute of Gender Equality (EIGE) to launch a film
contest: ''Women In Politics'' in order to raise awareness on the importance of the
role of women in politics and their ability to govern;
8. Designates the EIGE to further organise open-to-public conferences with female
leaders, especially those having pursued STEM careers;
9. Decides that the aforementioned conferences will be aimed at:
a) promoting dialogue on sexual harassment,
b) furnishing legal advice in cases of sexual abuse in the workplace;
c) providing psychological support to the victims of sexual harassment in order
to prevent stigmatization;
d) giving visibility to female STEM educated leaders as role models;
10. Urges the Member States to take action against companies which do not abide by
anti-gender discrimination policies with stricter legal sanctions;
11. Expresses its hope that Member States will take the lead in reducing the gender pay
gap by proactively engaging in the promotion of pay transparency among companies
based under their law;
12. Further encourages the Member States to give fiscal incentives for companies having
more than 30% of women as employees.

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS I
Make the EU great again: Emmanuel Macron said “This year will be the year where
we have to redesign a ten-year strategy for Europe” in the World Economic Forum
2018 in Davos. With Europe 2020 Strategy coming to an end in two years, what
priorities should the European Commission set for a post-2020 European Strategy
package to make Europe an economic, social, scientific, political and a sustainable
power?
Submitted by: Philip-Henes Alt, Stella-Eleni Christoforidou, Nikolaos Anastasiadis, Giorgos
Gatsios, Evaggelia-Maria Makridi, Iason Nielsen, Filippos Tesi, Zoi Toupi,
Elisavet Tsibouki, Elisavet Sidiropoulou (Chairperson, GR)
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Acknowledging the lack of progress towards European integration, which results to
Europeans feeling like separate citizens of individual states rather than citizens of the
European Union (EU),
B. Realising that a multi-speed EU exacerbates the phenomenon of economic crisis, as
the Member States are incapable of following a Union-wide economic policy,
C. Profoundly concerned about the lack of adequate funding in the sectors of research
and development, in which the EU has fallen behind in comparison to its international
competitors, regarding innovation, digitalisation, and science,
D. Fully aware of the fact that Europe’s population is gradually ageing,
E. Deeply concerned about the refugee crisis and the unwillingness of the Member
States to relocate refugees from their entrance countries,
F. Having examined that only some Member States have substantially decreased their
greenhouse gas emissions and continue to pollute the ecosystem;
1. Recommends that the European Commission, in cooperation with the Ministries of
Education of each Member State, take actions, such as but not limited to:
a) proposing a commonly based school curriculum that cultivates the European
ideals by emphasising on courses about European history and European political
education;
b) establishing campaigns, programs and seminars that promote European
integration in coordination with educational non-governmental organisations;
2. Supports that the European Commission should uphold the agenda of the European
Semester1 and further target country-specific recommendations, with a particular
focus on economic imbalances between the Member States;
3. Invites the European Commission to integrate an increased allocation of resources in
the post-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework2 for the key areas of research and
development;
1

The European Semester is a cycle of economic and fiscal policy coordination, according to which the Member
States align their budgetary and economic policies with the objectives and rules agreed at EU level.
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4. Requests the European Commission to propose stricter regulations regarding the
relocation of refugees in accordance with criteria that consider:
a) each Member State’s economic and demographic circumstances;
b) effective social integration;
c) workforce inclusion;
5. Urges the European Commission to adequately fund programmes that invest in
renewable energy resources, including solar energy panels, wind turbines, nuclear
energy, and hydroelectric power;
6. Further advises the Member States to proceed with governmental interventions
regarding firms that fail to adhere by the EU’s environmental policies through the:
a) imposition of fines and carbon taxes;
b) implementation of cap and trade3 schemes.

2

The post-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework is a future European Commission proposal, which will set out
a variety of scenarios for the next long-term budget, along with the consequences of each.
3 A “cap and trade” system is an approach that allows corporations or national governments to trade emissions
allowances under an overall cap or limit.

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
FISHERIES
Farmed in the EU: Bearing in mind the increasing demand for fisheries and increasing
pressure on wild fish stocks, what should the EU do to promote sustainable aquaculture in
the industry?
Submitted by: Kristine Alxitze, Zacharo Andriopoulou, Stefanos Kerkoulas, Ermis Kyrimis,
Mattheos Lerapetritis, Stefanos Pantelis-Zervos, Alexandra Palaiologou,
Konstantina Panou, Nafsika Papantonopoulou, Giorgos Routsios, Drosini
Sotiropoulou, Vasileios Fragios (Chairperson, GR), Anastasija Lončarević
(Chairperson, RS).
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Aware that fishing is a profitable industry with a total volume of USD 20 billion,
B. Alarmed that 30% of the annual global catch is illegal, unreported, and unregulated1,
C. Concerned by the lack of awareness regarding the effect of the illegal fisheries
practices on aquaculture,
D. Acknowledging that scientific data are often intentionally ignored by many fisheries
management bodies for their own financial benefit,
E. Noting with concern that this behaviour has resulted in higher quantities of Total
Allowable Catches (TAC)2 than what oceans can support,
F. Anxious that, according to World Wildlife Fund, just 4% of European waters is
currently designated as Marine Protected Areas (MPAs),
G. Bearing in mind that the global fishing fleet is about 3 times larger than what oceans
can sustain, which threatens the existence of many marine species such as the
Mekong giant catfish, the Freshwater Stingray and the European eel,
H. Observing that the poor aquaculture management has led to:
i.
fish, escaping the farms and potentially causing problems to wild fish stocks,
ii.
many farms discarding waste, chemicals, and antibiotics in the oceans,
I. Keeping in mind that the extreme demand for more profitable fish species such as
salmon leads to overfishing and overexploitation of such resources,
J. Realising that inadequate legislation and insufficient control schemes regarding wild
fishing makes illegal fishing activity possible,
K. Recognising that the European Union’s Common Fisheries Policy 3 is centralised
around wealthier countries and larger corporations and, thus, push smaller companies
to illegal behaviour;

1

According to an analysis done by `’The Pew Charitable Trusts”.
TACs define the maximum quantities of fish from specific stocks that can be caught.
3 European Union Common Fisheries Policy is a set of rules for managing European fishing fleets and for
conserving fish stocks.
2
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1. Calls upon the European Commission to create a fleet tracking system by using
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

7.

8.

4

remote electronic monitoring system under the Copernicus Satellite Programme of
the European Space Agency;
Designates the European Commission to subsidise fishing companies that abide to the
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP);
Requests the European Parliament to launch a media campaign, in order to raise
awareness and promote legal and sustainable fishing through:
a) advertisements and digital content on social networking sites;
b) responsible eco-labelling;
Calls upon the European Parliament to ensure the protection of marine wildlife by
increasing the world’s MPA;
Encourages a more responsible consumer behaviour by:
a) promoting the consumption of non-overfished species;
b) putting extra taxes on over-consumed fish, such as salmon;
Proposes the European Council to promote Blue Growth4 by:
a) implicating the Environmental Impact Assessment5;
b) organising advanced trainings on fish farms;
c) following the example of Norway’s new regulation6, which consists of 5 steps
and has helped decreasing the number of escapees;
Urges the European Parliament to enforce stricter penalties on those who ignore
fishing quotas through:
a) fines that depend on the rarity and exploitation of the species caught;
b) license suspension;
Calls upon the European Parliament to revise the CFP’s criteria taking into
consideration that equal opportunities can be provided easier by following a demandfirst policy.

The Blue Growth development strategy is a type of marine challenge to promote business ideas relating to the
local sea and aquatic resources through a range of environmental, economic and social responsibility initiatives
5 The Environmental Impact Assessment refers to the evaluation of the environmental consequences of plans
and actual projects prior to the decision to move forward with the proposed action.
6 The innovative strategy adopted by Norway’s Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs is a 5-step approach,
stating that the national government is obliged to consider all market challenges, sustainable and safe growth,
future plans and technical research, before reaching related decisions.

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
INDUSTRY, RESEARCH AND ENERGY
#Renew Europe: Europe is developing the foundations for a world-leading green
economy, but it is still largely dependent on fossil fuels. How could the Member
States be encouraged to implement the Paris Agreement and move towards a more
sustainable economy?
Submitted by: Alice Angelopoulos, Vasiliki Areniki, Nikolaos Dapergolas, Adamantios
Kalofonos, Spyros Karasavvas, Georgia Katsikonouri, Maria-Eleni Kotzia,
Evaggelia Kourkouna, Ilianna Sakellari, Athanasios Siokos, Konstantinos
Tsapakis, Milan Dragačević (Chairperson, RS) Grigorios Makris (Chairperson,
GR)
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Congratulates the European Union’s (EU) efforts in the successful ratification of the
Paris Agreement in all Member States as well as in the field of renewable energy,
making it a world leader in this respected area,
B. Draws attention to the allocation of investments in the renewable-energy sector by
the Member States leading to a lack of infrastructure in the field of renewable energy,
C. Deeply concerned with third parties, such as lobbyists, greatly influencing decisionmaking processes of institutions in the energy sector, both at national and
international level,
D. Alarmed by the fact that the surplus of emission allowances in the EU Emissions
Trading System (EU ETS)1:
i.
considerably decreases the cost of the emission allowances,
ii.
undermines the efforts of the Member States to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions,
E. Noting with regret that the Member States are still largely dependent on fossil fuels
due to the:
i.
high cost of construction and maintenance of renewable energy related
infrastructure,
ii.
low energy efficiency of renewable energy generators,
iii.
fossil fuel lobby’s2 influence on governmental policies,
F. Emphasises the lack of European citizens’ knowledge on environmental issues, further
leading to insufficient public engagement,
G. Noting that due to varying levels of commitment, the transition towards a greeneconomy is being achieved at different speeds across the EU,
H. Realises that the EU energy targets are less ambitious than those set by the Paris
Agreement, therefore not representing any substantial incentive for the Member
States to combat climate change,

1

“EU Emissions Trading System” contributes to the EU's greenhouse gas reduction targets by setting a cap on the
maximum level of emissions for the sectors covered and establishing an installation-level market for emission
permits, which generates a price for them.
2 "Fossil fuels lobby" is the umbrella term used to name the paid representatives of large fossil fuel (oil, gas, coal)
and electric utilities corporations who attempt to influence governmental policy.
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I.

Reminds that, according to Eurostat statistics on EU Energy Consumption of 2016,
energy consumption of some Member States of the EU has surpassed the set limits in
the past years;

1. Calls upon the European Commission to promote the construction of infrastructure
in the renewable energy sector by:
a) increasing the funding allocated to such projects amongst the Member States;
b) ensuring their efficient use by having them provide monthly reports;
2. Further invites the European Commission to receive useful and constant feedback on
climate actions by opening a direct channel of communication with the largest
European coalition of environment related non-governmental organisations (NGO),
The Green 103;
3. Endorses the European Commission’s proposals to:
a) revise the EU ETS to enhance cost-effective emission reductions and low
carbon investments;
b) impose the Market Stability Reserve4 to deal with the response to the longlasting nature of the emissions' allowances surplus;
4. Encourages the Member States to eliminate the use of coal and nuclear energy power
plants by creating a collective European energy storage facility where the excess of
energy products of each Member State will be stored;
5. Resolves that the Member States will receive premiums for each deposit at the
European energy storage facility;
6. Urges the Member States’ Ministries of Education to implement constructive
environmental programmes and workshops dedicated to the youth in order to raise
public awareness;
7. Requests the European Commission to make the targets set by the yet-to-be updated
2030 Climate Action Strategy Package in parallel to the Paris Agreement;
8. Encourages the Member States to develop a monitoring system that will measure the
energy consumption of EU households and industries, while simultaneously rewarding
citizens by reducing electricity bills.

3

“The Green 10” is a coalition of ten of the largest environmental organisations and networks active on the
European level.
4 “Market Stability Reserve” (MSR) has been designed and implemented within in the European Union Emissions
Trading Scheme (EU ETS) as a response to the structural and long-lasting nature of the emissions' allowances
surplus.

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS II (AFCO II)
Multilateralism vs. Protectionism: Despite European leaders saying that the way to
sustainable growth and becoming a stronger global actor is multilateralism, the
advocacy for less integration and more sovereign Member States is on the rise and
Eurosceptic forces are gaining popularity across the Member States. Bearing in mind
the reflections and scenarios presented in the “White Paper on the Future of
Europe”, what type of organisation shall the EU aim to be in the long run?
Submitted by: Angeliki-Elli Angeli, Evaggelos Andreopoulos, Asimina Antoniou, Nefeli
Eyagelitsi, Alexandros Kanellopoulos, Eleni Lekaki, Glykeria Loukrezi, Olga
Maria Paitountzi, Aikaterini Priovolou, Nikolaos Skourogiannis, Evangelia
Tsakali, Chairpersons Xenia Constantinou (CY), Georgios Tangilis (GR)
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Concerned about the gap between promise and delivery between the European Union (EU)
institutions and the EU citizens caused by slow functioning and heavily bureaucratic EUdecision making processes,
B. Alarmed by the fact that distrust in the EU according to the latest Eurobarometer Survey by
the European Commission has risen since spring 2017 with 48% of EU citizens declaring their
tendency of scepticism towards the Union,
C. Noting that nationalist propaganda, racist ideologies and demagogy of populist parties lead to
growing disaffection towards the mainstream parties and towards the EU,
D. Recalling, upon the effects of austerity measures including heavy taxation, that capital
controls and haircuts1 stemming from the Economic crisis of 2008 have been major factors
for the rise of Euroscepticism particularly in the southern EU Member States,
E. Noting with deep concern the creation of inequality due to the financial gap between the
Member States due to the Economic crisis and subsequent measures which affected less
economically developed Member States more,
F. Seriously concerned by the unsatisfactory implementation of migrant and refugee policies
which cause even further political division within the Member States,
G. Taking into consideration that the recent creation of Brexit transition deal2 between the EU
and the UK does not settle fully in areas concerning citizens’ rights of movement, Irish
borders, and trade deals;
1. Calls upon the national governments to extend financial support for start-up businesses
to prevent economic crises, based on:
a) business's size as per the number of its employees;
b) their economic stability;
1

In financial markets, a haircut refers to a reduction applied to the value of an asset. It is expressed as a
percentage.
2 The Transition deal is officially referred by the Commission as Draft Agreement on the withdrawal of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy
Community.
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2. Suggests that national governments sustain the aforementioned start-ups through
sponsorships and fiscal incentives;
3. Urges the European Council to ensure citizens’ rights, alongside the maintenance of the
Irish borders and trade deals with the United Kingdom until the end of the Brexit
negotiations, that is 31/12/2020;
4. Supports, the continuity and expansion of the Emergency Relocation Mechanism in order
to relay migrants in accordance with the Member States’ capabilities of adjusting them in
their economic system more systematically;
5. Encourages the expansion of the Youth Employment Initiative3 in order to increase the
EU financial assistance available to the individuals struggling most with youth
unemployment and inactivity;
6. Encourages, further development and expansion of the EU Integrity Watch4 to broadcast
the decision making procedures and publicising documents bringing the gap between
European citizens and the Union itself;
7. Invites the European Commission to recommend the standardisation of labour market
policies throughout the EU;
8. Recommends the Council of the EU to discuss the potential actions regarding their
national curricula to combat the division caused by Euroscepticism across Member States.

3

The Youth Employment Initiative exclusively supports young people who are not in education, employment or
training (NEETs)
4 EU Integrity Watch is a user friendly interactive database that provides a unique overview of the lobby meetings
of the EU Commission

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRY,
RESEARCH, AND ENERGY II
Internet of Energy: Experts estimate that by 2020 the global market for smart grid
technology will be almost € 400 billion. What actions should the EU take to exploit
the potential of smart technologies to keep urban energy grids stable by balancing
the power generated from renewable resources with the electricity consumed?
Submitted by: Aikaterini Dagadakis, Nafsika Gaga, Ilianna Kamtsiora, Alexandros Karvounis,
Sotiris Papaioannou, Ioanna Venardou, Artemis Vatikioti, Kateryna Hlebova (Chairperson, UA)
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Taking into consideration the international commitment to strengthen the global
response to the threat of climate change under the Paris Agreement ratified by the
EU in 2015,
B. Aware of the variable density of produced energy, when renewable sources are used,
C. Taking into account the increasing energy demand,
D. Believing that the adoption of the smart grids can stabilise urban energy grids,
E. Keeping in mind the benefits of the implementation of smart technologies such as the
reductions of:
i.
the cost to produce, deliver, and produce electricity,
ii.
the cost of interruptions and power quality disturbances,
iii.
emissions by improving efficiency of generation, delivery, and consumption,
F. Observing the lack of awareness on the smart technologies mechanisms and benefits
of their implementation,
G. Bearing in mind the citizens’ concerns about the possible exposure of their private
data collected by smart appliances,
H. Aware that people fear facing health problems due to radiofrequency radiation
emitted by smart meters,
I. Further noting the citizens’ weak support of smart technologies,
J. Recognising the negative results of the cost-benefit analysis1 of smart grids projects
in some Member States,
K. Deeply conscious that the cost savings from extensive deployment of smart metering
in some countries are lower than expected,
L. Noting with deep concern that some Member States lack the financial resources or
motivation to support smart grids’ deployment due to the relatively long payback
period comparing against high initial investment;
1. Requests the schools in the EU to educate the youth about smart technologies
through specialized courses;
2. Recommends the European Distribution System Operators' Association for Smart
Grids to raise awareness about smart grids by conducting open and public seminars;
3. Calls upon the European Union Agency for Network and Information Security
(ENISA2) and Smart Grids Task Force3 to minimise the risks of data exposure by
1

Cost-benefit analysis is an economic assessment of long-term costs and benefits of smart metering rollout,
which Member States were required to complete by 2012 under the Third Energy Package.
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upgrading existing recommendations for smart grids standardisation, consumer data
privacy and security;
4. Urges Joint Research Centre to research and publicize the effects of smart meters on
public health;
5. Recommends the Member States to provide fiscal incentives, such as tax cuts, to
companies that invest in smart technologies;
6. Urges the European Regional Development Fund4 to invest in smart grids projects in
less developed regions.

2ENISA

is a European agency with the objective to improve a culture of network and information security by
issuing recommendations, conducting activities that support policy making and implementation, and collaborating
directly with operational teams throughout the EU.
3Smart Grids Task Force was set up in 2009 by the European Commission and it consists of five expert groups,
responsible for smart grid standards, regulatory recommendations for privacy, data protection and cyber-security
in the smart grid environment, regulatory recommendations for smart grid deployment, smart grid infrastructure
deployment and implementation of smart grid industrial policy.
4European Regional Development Fund is one of five European structural and investment funds which promotes
balanced development in the different regions of the EU.

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC FOOD AND FOOD SAFETY
Food in a Green Light: What actions should the EU take to transform its food system to
achieve the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goal of ensuring sustainable food
production systems by 2030 and the European Union's long-term sustainability goal of
'living well, within the limits of the planet’ by 2050?
Submitted by: Styliani Fragkiadaki, Aggelos Gotsopoulos, Irida Kamperoglou, Elias Kasiotakis,
Petros-Konstantinos Kolaitis, Aggelina Mardiki, Efstathia Mpoura, Nikos Nezis,
Bill Nisiakis, Dimitra Sypsa, Despina Tomkou, Aspasia Vogiatzi, Chairpersons
Luke Piercy (Chairperson, ES), Athina Karameliou (Chairperson, GR)
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Noting with regret that 88 million tonnes of food are wasted annually in the European
Union (EU) with associated cost estimated at EUR 143 billion,
B. Taking into consideration the that on average, according to the European
Environment Agency, 44% of total water abstraction in Europe is used for agriculture,
C. Keeping in mind that food emissions contribute between 19-29% of total greenhouse
gas ) emissions,
D. Aware of the chronic health problems such as diabetes and cardiovascular diseases
linked to the consumption of low standard quality food and poor eating habits,
E. Observing that most diets lack diversity because of personal choices, financial
reasons and busy lifestyle,
F. Alarmed by the excessive consumption of food with larger environmental impact,
such as meat and dairy products,
G. Bearing in mind that long-term food storage causes a decrease in its nutritional value,
H. Noting the use of chemical compounds for the production of seasonal food
throughout the year,
I. Taking into account the difficulties of following a healthy diet due to the higher
prices of organically grown food,
J. Conscious that the higher price of organically grown food could cause unequal access
to organically grown food,
K. Recognising farmers’ lack of knowledge on innovative sustainable food technologies
and their potential applications,
L. Taking into account the lack of education on environmental and socioeconomic
aspects of the food system and environmentally friendly habits such as recycling,
composting and food labeling;
1. Calls upon the Member States to introduce means of food disposal that compost
leftovers or convert them into fertilizers;
2. Suggests that the European Commission incentivise farmers on organic farming
methods;
3. Encourages the European Commission to create a European non-profit organisation
to facilitate food distribution to those in need of it;
4. Invites Member States to promote the production of locally grown and seasonal food
that has a smaller environmental impact;
5. Request the European Environment Agency to inform farmers about:
a) Common Agricultural Policy’s enforcement;

b) sustainable food production techniques;
6. Encourages farmers to use fertilizers responsibly;
7. Urges the European Commission to allocate funds for scientific research regarding
quicker preparation techniques and consumption methods of healthier food;
8. Urges the Food and Agricultural Organisation to encourage farmers to use more
environmentally friendly farming techniques;
9. Encourages the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) to inform the European
citizens about unsolved problems of food marking and labelling, the consumption of
non aesthetically appealing yet edible food, and the benefits of recycling food and
consuming organic food through:
a) public events;
b) printed leaflets;
c) mass media campaigns;
d) educational projects in schools.

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
CIVIL LIBERTIES, JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS II
Towards an Inclusive Growth: How should the European stakeholders act to utilise
migration and refugee influx as an engine for economic growth, and create a secure,
prosperous, and diverse society that provides an opportunity for everyone?
Submitted by: Angeliki Argyrou, Vasilis Chrisofilis, Evangelia Kafourou, Panagiota
Kostalamprou, Dimitra Margoni, Ioannis Missas, Ploutarhos Poulis, Eirini Soile,
Danai Soukera, Georgia Sterpi, Elisavet Tsangari – Ntympalska, Chairperson
Mārtiņš Marks Gataviņš (Chairperson, LV)
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Fully alarmed that the majority of refugees in Europe are low-skilled workers and are
employed in the cheap labour market,
B. Accentuating that, even if migrants and refugees have the required competences, due
to discrimination, they are subject to overqualification1 in the labour market,
C. Declaring that the lack of language skills and education prevents immigrants and
refugees from being employed, which is determinant for their social exclusion and life
prospects,
D. Perturbed by the closing of external borders that fuels illegal immigration and
consequently the profits of human smugglers,
E. Bearing in mind that migrants are not integrated in European societies, thereby not
participating in social life,
F. Emphasising that Member States' societies incite migrants not to proceed with
integration by discriminating and segregating them,
G. Emphasising that national migration policies result complex and inaccessible to asylum
seekers due to lack of standardisation and ambiguity across the EU,
H. Noting with concern that EU citizens are increasingly influenced by xenophobic
views, which encourages violent and racist behaviours against religious and ethnic
minorities,
I. Contemplating that the refugee influx is a burden on countries with pre-existing
economic problems as it requires resources potentially unavailable,
J. Fully believing that discrimination has a negative impact on both the physical and
mental well-being of refugees;
1. Invites the Member States to facilitate vocational trainings, apprenticeships and
language courses for refugees and migrants in order to:
a. learn the language of their host country;
b. acquire the necessary skills for early integration in the labour market;
2. Further invites the Member States to harmonise legislation for the recognition of
foreign academic qualifications in the European labour market;
3. Requests the Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs (DG HOME) to
limit the activity of human smugglers by establishing and promoting legal migration
pathways;

1

Overqualification is the state of being skilled or educated beyond what is necessary for a job.
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4. Authorises the European Commission to facilitate exchange programmes for refugees
and migrants through the Erasmus+ Programme to promote intercultural dialogue
with European society;
5. Recommends the Member States to simplify and standardise the criteria for the
acquisition of citizenship or asylum status;
6. Supports the existence of media campaigns opposing racism and xenophobia against
refugees and migrants which are run by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees;
7. Encourages the Member States to support the integration of refugees by providing
the necessary facilities for religious practice of refugees and migrants, such as temples
and mosques;
8. Expresses its hope for the Member States to provide tax reductions for private
companies financially supporting the basic needs of refugees and migrants;
9. Urges the Member States to actively monitor illegal activity of refugees, while
simultaneously protecting their rights.

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY THE COMMITTEE ON
CULTURE AND EDUCATION
Towards a reskilling revolution: Due to the constantly evolving labour market and
the penetration of Industry 4.0 applications, many low-skilled and middle-skilled
jobs are under the risk of being replaced by automated technologies. How can the
EU Member States ensure their citizens are equipped with the skills, competencies,
and qualifications needed for the digital era to achieve sustainable employment?
Submitted by: Stylianos Christoforou, Stavroula Drakogiorgou, Dimitra Faka, Maria Foassi,
Katerina Gavou, David Hysi, Alexandra Isankoulidou, George Kiventidis,
Panagiotis Kollias, Anestis-Aristeidis Paschalidis, George Vagias, Nikos-Pavlos
Kotzias (Chairperson, GR), Kalypso-Sofia Sdrali (Chairperson, GR)
The European Youth Parliament,
A. Aware that basic digital skills are essential in the workplace, with individuals having
good technological skills being more likely to be employed,
B. Concerned that with the European Union (EU) being a leading force in digitisation,
further development of the Digital Single Market1 may lead to a higher level of
unemployment for low and middle-skilled individuals,
C. Disappointed by the lack of cooperation in the development of a common digital
policy between the EU and Member States,
D. Acknowledging the existence of the Digital Skills Jobs Coalition2 promoting digital
skills for both Information and Communications Technology (ICT) professionals and
citizens through education,
E. Welcoming the European Literacy Policy Network (ELINET)3 and its Position Paper on
Digital Literacy aiming for an inclusive digital strategy across Europe,
F. Concerned that national education systems often lack the means of providing their
students with sufficient Information Technology skills,
G. Having considered the different rates of digitization amongst the Member States4, as
a result of the technology and wealth gap observed across the Union,
H. Acknowledging that digital education is not an inclusive strategy, whereas individuals
living in remote areas or poverty, having an immigrant background, or working in
fields of low-specialisation are often excluded;
1. Calls upon the Member States to further their financial collaboration to close the
technological advancement gap across the EU;

1

Digital Single Market (DSM) refers to the free movement of persons, services and capital, where the individuals
and businesses can access and exercise online activities under conditions of fair competition, and a high level of
consumer and personal data protection, irrespective of their nationality or place of residence.
2 The Digital Skills Jobs Coalition aims to train 1 million young unemployed people, support small and mediumsized enterprises in their transition, modernise education and raise awareness on how digital literacy is a
prerequisite for employability, competitiveness and equal participation in society.
3 The European Literacy Policy Network (ELINET) unifies 77 partner organisations from 28 European countries
engaged in literacy policy-making and reading promotion in Europe. In November 2016, it published a “Position
Paper on Digital Literacy in the EU”, detecting the challenges and proposing feasible measures.
4 According to the Digital Economy and Society Index (DESI) Denmark has a score of 0,71, Latvia 0,55 and
Romania 0,33 out of 1.
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2. Calls upon the Member States to further invest in ICT infrastructure in accordance
with the Directorate-General for Communications Networks, Content and
Technology’s (DG-CONNECT) strategic plan for the years 2016-20205 towards the
full development of the Digital Single Market;
3. Calls upon the European Commission to further support vocational training seminars
on ICT directed towards employees, ensuring their lifelong learning and promoting
technological innovations;
4. Urges DG-CONNECT to create massive open online courses, providing visual material
and instructions on the usage of computers;
5. Supports the efforts of the Digital Skills Jobs Coalition in promoting digital skills for
both ICT professionals and citizens, emphasising on remote areas;
6. Calls upon the Member States and regional authorities to create computer centers
where free and open seminars on digital skills are delivered;
7. Suggests IT teachers be employed in secondary education institutions, providing
students with IT skills necessary in the workplace;
8. Encourages further cooperation between the EU and national governments in:
a) equipping educational institutions with the necessary equipment;
b) integrating courses on advanced digital skills into school curricula;
c) promoting
inclusive,
sustainable
lifelong
learning

5

The plan aims to support European companies in their digital transition, create the necessary physical and digital
infrastructure, encourage private and public investment and promote digital literacy amongst European citizens.
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