"Gialina Giannena"
by Michael Ganas

A presentation by
Marina Kefseridi and
Christos
Papanikolaou



Translated version of the poem

The place was surrounded by many
mountains

and brought forth its living creatures,
good people and bad, weasels,

foxes, a lake as far as

the eye can see and castles underfoot.

It must be Ioannina, I whispered,

in the snow and in the wild weather,
glassy and silver.

And as the day progressed,

like a steamer in clear waters,

I also saw minarets and heard

the copper bleating.




fvaAwva MNavveva

Xapale o Tomnoc pe Bouva moAAd

KL avATEAAE Ta {wvTava Tou,

KAAOUC avBpwrtoug Kal KaKouc, VUPITOEC,
aAemoUdeC, pa Alpvn we Kopnv
opOAAUOU Kal KAOTPO TIATNUEVAL.

Oa ‘vai ta MNavveva, PpBuploa,
OTO XLOVL KOlL OTOV AypPLO KALPO
YUGALVA KOl LOAOLLOTEVLAL.

Kt 600 miyawe n pEpQ,

oav To BamopL o€ KOAA VEPQ,
elda Kat pvapeSdec KL dkovoa
Ta prtakipla va BeAadouv.




Analysis of the poem

“Gialina Giannena” is a poem about the place of loannina, the capital city
of the Perfecture of loannina, where Konitsa, our small town is located.

The poem is in Greek but it is also translated in English.

The word “Giannena” is a colloquial term for the name of the city of
loannina.

The word “Gialina” means “in glass” or “glassy” and it relates to the foggy
and rainy weather of the city.

The narrator recalls the experiences of his childhood in loannina,

Epirus. Mentally traveling to loannina, he describes the high mountains,
the Eeople, the animals, the lake, the castles, the minarets, and reflects on
the history and culture of the place.



Facts about
Michael Ganas

* Michalis Ganas is a Greek poet and
lyricist.

* He was born in Thesprotia, near
loannina in 1944 and lived the first
years of his life in Eastern European
countries. He studied at the Law School
of the University of Athens. He worked
as a bookseller, an editor on television
and radio programmes and as a
copywriter.




* You can listen to the poem narrated by the poet and on
the second link you can listen to the poem with a
musical background.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUOANGA0ICE e————
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niZwStdPPos



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yu04Ng40lC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niZwStdPPos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niZwStdPPos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niZwStdPPos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niZwStdPPos

*Thank you for your attention.



