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The capital seen from space
THE CAPITAL

Sofia is the capital and largest city of the Republic of Bulgaria, with 1.4 million people living in the Capital Municipality. It is located in western Bulgaria, at the foot of the mountain massif Vitosha, and is the administrative, cultural, economic, and educational centre of the country.

One of the oldest cities in Europe, the history of Serdica-Sredets-Sofia can be traced back some 7000 years; prehistoric settlements were excavated in the centre of the present city, near the royal palace, as well as in outer districts such as Slatina and Obelia. The well preserved town walls (especially their substructures) from antiquity date back before the 7th century BC, when Thracians established their city next to the most important and highly respected mineral spring, still functioning today. Sofia has had several names in the different periods of its existence, and remnants of the city's millenary history can still be seen today alongside modern landmarks.
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The Boyana Church is among the most precious monuments from the Bulgarian Empire. Sofia houses numerous museums, notably the National Historical Museum, the Bulgarian Natural History Museum, the Museum of Earth and Men, the Ethnographic Museum, the National Museum of Military History, the National Polytechnical Museum and the National Archaeological Museum.
CLIMATE

The Republic of Bulgaria is a country in the Balkans in south-eastern Europe. Bulgaria has a temperate climate, with cold winters (with considerable snowfall) and hot summers (rainy at first and dry during the second half). The Black Sea coast has a milder climate than rest of the country,

Sofia has a humid continental climate with high temperature amplitudes. The hottest month is August while January is the coldest. Up to 1936 the average annual temperature was 10.0 °C and since then it has risen by +0.5 °C. The temperatures in Sofia generally remain cooler than other parts of Bulgaria in summer, due to the high altitude of the valley in which it is situated. However temperatures can still reach up to 40 °C on occasions.
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 Weather averages for Sofia 

	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year

	Average high °C (°F)
	2
(36)
	4
(40)
	9
(49)
	14
(58)
	19
(66)
	23
(73)
	26
(78)
	26
(78)
	22
(72)
	16
(61)
	8
(46)
	3
(38)
	14
(58)

	Average low °C (°F)
	-4
(25)
	-3
(27)
	1
(34)
	5
(41)
	9
(49)
	13
(55)
	14
(58)
	14
(57)
	11
(52)
	7
(44)
	1
(34)
	-2
(28)
	6
(42)

	Precipitation mm (inches)
	33
(1.3)
	35.6
(1.4)
	38.1
(1.5)
	53.3
(2.1)
	68.6
(2.7)
	78.7
(3.1)
	55.9
(2.2)
	43.2
(1.7)
	40.6
(1.6)
	35.6
(1.4)
	50.8
(2)
	43.2
(1.7)
	579.1
(22.8)


ECONOMY

Bulgaria became a member of the European Union in 2007. The World Bank classifies it as an "upper-middle-income economy". Bulgaria has experienced rapid economic growth in recent years[update]. As of 2006 the GDP structure comprised:

· agriculture 8.0% 

· industry 26.1% 

· services 65.9%. 

Agriculture
Agricultural output has decreased overall since 1989, but production has grown in recent years[update], and together with related industries like food-processing it still plays a key role in the Bulgarian economy.

 



Industry
Industry plays a key role in the Bulgarian economy.

Tourism

In the northern-hemisphere winter, Samokov, Borovets, Bansko and Pamporovo become well-attended ski-resorts.

Bulgaria has started[update] to become an attractive tourist destination because of  the quality of the resorts and prices below those found in Western Europe.

Bulgaria has enjoyed a substantial growth in income from international tourism over the past decade[update].

Beach-resorts attract tourists from Germany, Romania, Russia, Scandinavia, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. The ski-resorts have become a favourite destination for British and Irish tourists.









Emerging types of tourist activities, such as "ethno-tourism" and "architectural-cultural" tourism, increasingly gain ground, catering to specialized tastes. These new types of tours involve interaction with and living amongst the local people in small mountain villages.

For the more adventurous, active recreation, involving mountain hiking and bike tourism, provides a close connection with nature.
