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Oépa: “Ynotpodia mpoypauparo¢ Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellows Summer
Institute”

Jag¢ anmootéA\w avakoivwaon - mpookAnon tng Apeplkavikng MNpeofeiag tng ABrvag mou
adopd os unotpodia yia éva/pia EAAnva/EAANvida padnti/padntpia nAwkiag 16-18 stwv
TWV oXOAlkWV povadwv A/Opag Ekn/ong, Nepidpepetakwv EvotAtwy Awt/viag, Axaiog ko
HAegiag. H unotpodia tou mpoypappatog Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellows Summer
Institute mpoodépel mapapovy tecodpwv eBdopddwv otig HMA louvio - lovAlo 2020 oto
Purdue University, Indiana.

J0¢ EMIOUVATITW TOPAKATW O EVIALO EVTUTIO:
1. EmwotoAn g kag MapkéAdag Kapaywpya (English Language program specialist U.S.
Embassy/Public Affairs)

2. MAnpodoplakd UALkO otnv eAAnVIKN Kal ayyAlk yl\wooa to onoio adopd otn Sopr tou
TIPOYPAUUOTOG KOl TIC OIMOPALTNTEC XPNOWUEG TANPodopleC yla OooUC HABNTEC
evlladépovtal va urntofaiouv Tnv umoPndLotnTad TOUg

3. 'Evtumo aitnong o popdn pdf mpog cuumAnpwaon oo Toug LabnTeg

4. Ze Eexwploto apxeio (word) To €vtumo aitnong yla eUKOANn xprnon
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Z0G TIOPAKOAW VO EVNUEPWOETE TOUG HAONTEG Twv OXOAElwv cO¢g TOUG OToloUG NALKLAKA
adopa n mapandavw pookAnon. H nAwkia amoteAel KAl TO TPWTO KPLTNPLO yLa TNV UTTOBOAN
NG altnonNg CUMKETOXNG oTLS Stadikaoleg emAOYNAG.

Ztnv 61aBeon oag yla onotadnmote Sleukpivnon

O Zuvtoviotig EkmatdeutikoL Epyou
AyyAwkn¢ Nwooog (MEO6)
ME.K.E.Z. Autikng EAAaSag

lpnyopnc Zxiadacg



Dear Mr. Skiadas,
Happy New Year!!!!

We are pleased to invite candidate nominations for the 2020 Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic
Fellowship program in the regional area of your jurisdiction (Agrinio, Messologi Patra, Pyrgos).

o

The Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship is an intensive short-term exchange program,
funded by the U.S. Embassy in Greece and created to foster relationships among young Europeans
and Americans to build strong linkages and awareness of shared values. The four-week program
will enable teenagers, ages 16-18, to explore U.S. foreign policy priorities such as youth
engagement, support for democracy and civil society, and economic prosperity.

Attached please find program description (both in English and Greek), application form for your
information and further distribution.

2020 Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship Scholarship

Alathavtikn Yriotpodia Mmévtlopy OpavkAy Ogptvo IvotitouTto yia Néoug: Eukatpia Yrotpodiag
yla to 2020!

H Auepikavikn MNpeoBeia tng ABAvag eival otnv euxdplotn B€on va avakowwoel pia umotpodia
yla €va/pia EAAnva/EAANviSa padntn/uabntpla nAwkiog 16-18 etwv anod tnv MNatpa, MecoAoyyy,
Aypivio, MOpyo kal Tnv euputepn meploxn . H umotpodia tou mpoypdupatog Benjamin Franklin
Transatlantic Fellows Summer Institute mpoodépel mapapovr tecocapwv eBSopdadwv otig HNA
louvio-loUAo , 2020.

To npoypappa Ba dhotevrioel 40-50 pabntég and tnv Eupwrnn kat 10 and tnv Apepikn, nAwkiog
16-18 etwv. Metafu twv dpactnplotitwy tou Ivotitoutou nepllappavovtal culntioelg os Stebvn
B€pata kowvou evdladepovtog, ekmaideuon oe BEpata HECWV EVNUEPWONG, TIPOYPAUUOTO KOLWVAG
6paong Kol KOWWVLKNCG Tipoodopdg, Kol oxESLa yla LEANOVTIKEG SpaoTnpLoTNTEC. MEPLOCOTEPEG
nmAnpodopie¢ umopeite va Bpeite ota CUVNUUEVO N VO ETLKOWWVAOETE PE TNV K. MapkéAAa
Kapaywpya KaragioraMN @state.gov n oto 6958476873.

Every year the American Embassy conducts the Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Summer
Fellowship program and nominates one Greek high school students to participate .

The four-week institute addresses U.S. foreign policy priorities such as youth engagement,
democracy and civil society development, and economic prosperity. The program will take place in
June and July of 2020; exact dates will be communicated at a later time. The institute will be hosted
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by Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana. The deadline for Greek candidate nominations is
February 18, 2020.

Every student should fill out the application attached and write an essay of maximum 500 words
discussing future study plans of career plans and how the participation in the Institute would help
them achieve future goals. You may share electronically the program information and the
application.

Application and essay should be send electronically to me at KaragiorgaMN @state.gov.

All applications and essays will be reviewed by the English Language Coordinator of the area and we
will come up with the 10 most prominent. The Cultural Attache of the U.S. Embassy will conduct
telephone interviews with the 10 prominent and come up with two finalists. One primary and one
alternate.

Print the attached information and application and to read carefully. Explore the program at the
link http://bftf.org/

The Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship (or BFTF for short) is a unique and exciting program
initiated and funded by the U.S. Department of State.

Please feel free to contact me for any further clarifications,

Markella Karagiorga

English Language program specialist
U.S. Embassy/Public Affairs

Tel: 210-720-4795

Fax: 210-720-2859

cell: 6958476873

Email: KaragiorgaMN@state.gov
Internet: http://athens.usembassy.gov

http://americanenglish.state.gov
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Oepivo IvoTiTouTo Yvia Néoug: Eukalpia YnoTpogiag yia To 2020!
AilatAavTikn Ynotpoia Mnévrapiv ®pavkAiv

2020 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
TRANSATLANTIC FELLOWS SUMMER INSTITUTE

H Apepikavikn MpeoBeia Tng ABAvag €ival oTnv guxapiotn 6€0n va avakoIvwaoel pid
unoTpogia yia éva/pia 'EAAnva/EAANvida padntr/padnrpia nAikiag 16-18 eTov. H unoTtpo@ia
Tou npoypdappaTog Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellows Summer Institute npoo@é£pel
napapovn Tecodpwyv €BOouadwv oTig HMA IoUvio — IouAio 2020 oTto Purdue University,
Indiana. AkpIBnG nuepounvia 8a avakolvwBei NpogeXwc.

To npoypaupa 6a giAo&evnaoel 40-50 yabnTec ano Tnv Eupwnn kal 10 and Tnv AUepIKN,
nAikiag 16-18 eTwv. MeTa&l Twv dpacTnplioTATWV Tou IvaTiTouTou nepiAauBavovTal
oulnThosig oc diebvr BéuaTa koivoUu evilapEPOVTOG, oNwg OTNPIEN TNG dNUOKPATIAC KAl TNG
KOIVWViac Twv NoAITwV Kabwg Kal yia TNV OIKOVIMIKNA eunuepia. ®a gXouv Tn €ukdlpeia va
OUMMETACXOUV O€ ogpivapla he B€uaTa onwg de€IOTNTEG ENIKOIVWVIACG, KPITIKA OKEWNG, avoxn
Kal geBacpd TNG dIaPopPETIKOTNTACG, oJadIkOTNTA, NYEoia TNG véag yeviag Kal geaa padikng
EVNHUEPWONC.

ZxeTika pe Tnv NpwroBoulia Benjamin Franklin

To voTiToUTO oTOXEUEl va BonBrioel oTn dnuioupyia OxEoewv PETAEU vEwY ano Tnv Eupwnn
Kal TNV AJEPIKN, va npowBnoel TNV cuveidnTonoinon Kolvwv agiov v OYPEel TwV NAyKOOHIwV
NPOKANCEWY Tou 21° aiwva.

H NpwToBouAia nnpe To dvopd TNG anod Tov BpuAikd Apepikavd NoAITIKO dvdpa kal SINAWNATN
Benjamin Franklin npog TINNV TNG éUnveuoncg nou npoo@epel n {wn KAl n Kapiépa Tou g€
000UG epyddovTal yia TNV evOUVAPWOoN TNG dIaTAAVTIKNAG ouvepyaaiag. Me onuepivoug 6poug
o Franklin 6a ynopouaoe va ovopaodei wg «diaTAavTIKOG avBpwnoc», JUe TNV €vvola ot n wn
Kal n KapliEpa Tou, Ta evOldpEPOVTA Ol ONoUdEG Kal N {wr Tou Tov Ta&idewav oTic dU0 aKTEC
Tou ATAavTIKoU PEpvovTac Toug ApepikavoUc Kal Toug Eupwnaioug nio kovTda. AkOun Kai
300 xpovia PYeTa Tn yévvnor Tou n {wr Tou anoTeAEl EUNVEUCT OTOUC VEOUG NOAITEG TNG
€MOXNG oTnV Npoonabeia va YepupwOei o ATAAVTIKOG. Q¢ dINAWMATNG Kal avBpwnog TG
EVNHEPWONG Xpnaolgonoinoe Tn dUvaun TnG dINAWHATIAG KAl TWV HECWV EVNHEPWONG



NPOKEIYEVOU va JIEPEUVNOEI NWG ol AUepikavoi kal ol Eupwnaiol BAENouv o €vag Tov aAAov
Kal Tov KOoWo.

To Oepivo IvoTiTouTo Benjamin Franklin

A. O1 oToxol Tou IvoTiTOUTOU Eival:
1. Na avanTtu&el pia dopeuon yia dIATAAVTIKN ouvepyaoia.

2. Na Bon®noel otn dnuioupyia oxeocewv PETAEYU vEwY APEpIKAvwy Kal Eupwnaiov ano
OIaMOPETIKEG EBVIKEG, BPNOKEUTIKEG OUADEC.

3. Na avanTU&el Tnv apoiBaia katavonon PeTa&l Twv HMA kal Tng Eupwnng

4. Na avanTu&el pia opada VEwV NYETWV nou Ba poipacBolv Tn yvwaon Kal TIG deEI0TNTEC
TOUG JE TOUC OUVOMNAIKOUG TOUG PMETW BETIKAG dpaong.

B. To Ogpivo IvaoTiToUTo 6a dWOEl TNV €UKAIPIA OTOUC VEOUG VA GUHMKETACGXOUV O€ £€va
EVTATIKO NPOYypappa avraAlaywv didpkelag TeoodpwVv eBOopadwyv oTi¢ HIMA nou €NIKEVTPWVEI
TNV NPOCOXMN TOU OTa Naykoouia BEuaTta nou veol Auepikavoi kal Eupwnaiol avTipyeTwnifouv
OTIG OUO aKTEC Tou ATAavTikoU. Ol pabnTEc Ba CUPUETACXOUV O EUPU PACHA
0pacTNPIOTATWY ONWC EKNAIDEUTIKA OEUIVAPIA, EPYACTNPIA, KOIVOTIKG Npoypduuara,
€KNAIOEUTIKEG ENIOKEWEIG, KAl NMOAITIOTIKEG dpaoTnpIoTNTEG. Eniong 6a douAeéwouv padi
NMPOKEIMEVOU VA MPOETOINACOUV KOIVA npoypduuaTa nou 8a npowBoUv TouG 0TOXOUG TOU
IvoTiTouToU.

I. Mpiv kKai katd Tn JIApKEId TOU NPoypAPUaAToC ol HadnTéG Ba OUYKEVTPWOOUV NANPOPOPIEC
yla TIc andyYeIg TNG veoAaiag yia B€uaTta koivoU f naykOouiou ev3IAPEPOVTOC ONWE N BIWCIUN
avanTtugn, ouvepyaoia HETAEU dIAQOpPETIKWV €0VOTATWY, I Ta avBpwniva dikaiopaTta. To
npoypappa €niong 8a NpPoopEPEl Yia véa ONTIKA OTa NECA EVNUEPWONG, OTO NWC KMadaivouv o
£vac yia Tov aAAov Kdl TIG KoIvOTNTEG OTIC ONoieg dpaoTnplonolouvTal Kabwg Kal Tn
YEVIKOTEPN KOUATOUPA TWV PHECWV EVNUEPWONG. Oa oulnTrioouv £niong TPOMOUG KPITIKNG
avayvwong EvTunwy, padioTNAEONTIKWY, KAl NAEKTPOVIK®OV PECWV EVNNEPWONG Kal TNV
IKavOoTNTa va eA£y&sl KANOIOG TNV EyKUPOTNTA TNG NAnpogopiac. H eknaidsuon 6a kaAlyel
O£€I0TNTEC eNIKOIVWVIAG Kal napouadiaong, eniAucng diagopwy, Kdl opyavwaons odadwyv
€pyaoiag.

A. O1 dpacTnpIOTNTEG KOIVWVIKNAG £PYACIAC, Ol KOIVWVIKEG Kal MOAITIOTIKEC dpaoTNPIOTNTEC KAl
n @IAo€evia and olkoyeveleg Ba eyBabuvel TNV UNEIpia TWV NABNTWV OXETIKA PE TNV
AMEPIKAVIKN Kolvwvid.



KaAuyn €€60wv

'‘OAa Ta €€0da, sioithpia, diagovn, diaTpo®n kal acpdaAeia 8a kaAu@Bouv and Tnv
Apepikavikn MpeoBeia. H opyavwon Tou Ta&idiou Ba npayuaTonoinBei and Tov ouvTovIoTn
TOU NpoypapuaToc TNG Auepikavikng MpeoBeiac k. MapkeAAa Kapayiwpya.

MpoiA unowynpiwv

A. O1 unoyn®lol NpEnel va £xouv £vTovo evdlapEpoV Yia Pabnon os B€parta dinAwpariac,
TNG dIaTAAVTIKNG OXE0NG, TO POAO TOU €AEUBEPOU TUMNOU O< Wia dnUoKPATid, KAl TIG KOIVWVIKEG
Kal KOIVOTIKEG dpdocic/unnpecies. Mpenel va Exouv eMOEI&El eniong EévTovo evOlAPEPOV OTNV
gnIKoIVWVia, TNV avrtaAAayn enixeipnUaTwy, TNV KOIVWVIKN cUPPETOXN. [Mpénel va diaBETouv
TNV akadnuaikr 0e€ioTNTa Yia éva TETolo Nnpoypaupa. Mpénel eniong va sival o B€on va
OUMHETAOXOUV EMITUXWG O €&va nNpoypappa autou Tou €idouc. Na eival dnAadn apkeTa
WPIHOI, EVEAIKTOI, KAl vd €XOUV avoIKTO JuaAd. O napdyovTeg auToi ival 1diaiTepa
onMavTikoi dedOPEVNG TNG ATHOOQAIPAG Nou dnMIoUPYEITAl anod pia opada avlpwnwyv He
OlaOPETIKA XapakTNPIOTIKA. AnaiteiTal eEaIpeTIKn yvwon TG AyyAIKNG YAwoaoagc.

B. Eival onuavTiko ol unown@Iol va €Xouv eMIdeiEel evOIaPEPOV YIA NYETIKEG BECEIC OTIC
XWPEC TOUG, KaBwG kal yvAaio evdlapEpov yia Tig HIMA, Toug avBpwnoucg, TNV Kolvwvia, Kai
Toug BeopoUcg Toug. Eniong €ival onuavTikd o1 unoWwn@Iol va Katavonoouv OTI av emAgyouv
Ba npenel va AaBouv PEPOC Og OAEC TIC OpacTnNPIOTNTEG TOU NPOYPANKATOC KABWC KAl OE
OXETIKEC dPACTNPIOTNTEC OTIG XWPEG TOUC WETA TN AREN ToU NpoypaupaTog OnNwe Un-
OPYAVWHEVEG OUYKEVTPWOEIC KAl dNUOOIEC NapoUCIAoEIG.

MpooovTa unoYyn@iwv:

a. HAikia peTa&u 16 - 18 eTwv kaTa Tnv dIApKelad TOU NpoypadpuaTtog (Yevvnuevol HeTagu 22
Iouviou 2002- 22 Iouviou, 2004.)

B. EEaipeTikn yvwon TnNG AyyAIKNG YAwaooac nou 8a kpiBei €iTe 0 NPoowNIKr GUVEVTEUEN &iTe
and Ta anoTeAéopaTa ypanTng eEETaonc.

Y. Na €xouv oTOXO va GUVEXIOOUV O AUKEIAQKEC I NAVENIOTNHIAKEC GNOUDEC OTIC XWPES TOUG
To @OIvOnwpo Tou 2020 WETA TNV CUPMPETOXNA TOUG oTo IvoTiTouTo.

3. Na d1aB£Touv NYETIKA NPOCOVTA KAl va evOlapEPOVTAl yia TIG dIATAAVTIKEG OXETEIG KAl TN
dinAwparia.

€. Na deixvouv 101aiTepo evdiapEpoV yia TIG Hvwpéveg MoAITeieg.

oT. YYnAEg emdO0EIG 0TO OXOAEio, Bpaeia, kal cUOTACEIC KABNYNTWV.

¢. Na enideikvUouv evdIaQEPOV OE KOIVWVIKEG KAl EEWOXO0AIKEC OpaACTNPIOTNTEG.

n. Na €xouv pikpr n ka®oAou guneipia ano onoudéc f Ta&idia oTic HMA.

0. Na sival wpipgol, unglBuvol, aveEdpTnTol, va €XOUV AUTOMNENOIBNON, va €X0UV AVOIKTO
MUAAO, va eival avekTIKoi, va OKEPTOVTAI, KAl va £€X0UV £Ppeon yid paenon.

1. Na eival npoBupol kal va eival oe B£on va CUPPETAOXOUV NMANPWG OE £va evTATIKO BEPIVO
npoypayua.

1a. Na €xouv aveon otn (wn g QOITATIKO NeEPIBAAAOV, TNV KOIVI| XPNOnN €yKAaTaoTACEWV, T
Ta&idla, kal Tn OUPHETOXN O NOAUEBVIKO nepiBaAlov and Tnv Eupwnn kai Ti¢ HMA, kai va



£€X0UV TNV AVECN VA CUUPETEXOUV O KOIVEC OpacTnpIOTNTEC HE AhepikavoUuc. Na €ival Ikavoi
va npoodpuolovTal 0€ KOIVWVIKEG Kal NOAITIOTIKEG dpaoTnpPIOTNTEG JIAPOPETIKEG Anod TIG OIKEG
TOUG.

Kata®eon unoyn@IioTATWV:

O1 unoywnQI0TNTEG NpENel va nepIAauBavouv nAnpn Bloypagika otoixeia. AeiTe To
ENIOUVANTOUEVO ApxEi0. Oa 0ag To OTEIAW

MpoBeopia kartaBeong unownPioTATHV: 18 deBpouapiou, 2020

‘EvTuno Aitnong

SUPnAnpwHEvVa EVTUNGA aITHOEWV PE cUVTOUN Napaypa@o nou va nepiypdgel ota AyyAika To
OPEAOG TNG EPNEIPIAC YIA TOUC NABNTEC KAl TI NEPIPEVEI KABE unownglog anod £va TETOIO
npOypapua npENEl va oTaAoUV NAEKTPOVIKA oTnv MapkeAAa Kapayiwpya , AJEPIKAVIKN
MpeoBeia otn dielBuvon: KaragiorgaMN@state.gov

Markella Karagiorga

English Language program specialist
U.S. Embassy/Public Affairs

Fax: 210-720-2859

cell: 6958476873

Email: KaragiorgaMN@state.gov

Internet: http://athens.usembassy.gov
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2020 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
TRANSATLANTIC FELLOWS SUMMER INSTITUTE

Summary: The U.S. Embassy in Athens and the Youth Programs Division of the
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. State Department is pleased
to invite candidate nominations for the 2020 Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic
Fellowship. The four-week institute addresses U.S. foreign policy priorities such
as youth engagement, democracy and civil society development, and economic
prosperity. The program will take place in June and July of 2020; exact dates will
be communicated at a later time. The institute will be hosted by Purdue University
in West Lafayette, Indiana,. The deadline for candidate nominations to be received
by Greek high school students is Tuesday February 18, 2020

1. Program Description:

The Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship is an intensive short-term
exchange program, created to foster relationships among young Europeans and
Americans to build strong linkages and awareness of shared values. The four week
program will enable teenagers, ages 16-18, to explore U.S. foreign policy priorities
such as youth engagement, support for democracy and civil society, and economic
prosperity. The program will consist of a series of lectures, seminar discussions
and presentations, and a broad assortment of practical, faculty- and mentor-led
workshops. The coursework and classroom activities will be complemented by
community service activities, site visits, social and cultural activities, and
homestays with American families to deepen participants’ experience of U.S.
society during their exchange.

During the academic residency, participants also will have the opportunity to
discuss other topics such as democratic practices, conflict resolution, problem
solving, communication skills, critical thinking, tolerance and respect for diversity,



youth leadership, team building, and the media. The institute will explore how
freedom of expression provides rights to and imposes responsibilities on

citizens. Upon their return home, participants will implement service projects in
their communities and present an alumni project plan to a youth-serving or youth-
centered organization in their home country. These organizations may include the
U.S. Mission Youth Councils, American Corners or American Spaces, and
exchange alumni associations.

2. Other Essential Program Information:

Program Funding: Through the award given to Purdue University, Athens U.S.
Embassy, will cover all costs of the exchange program. ( In-country and
international travel expenses including domestic travel in the home country,
including a visit to Athens for a visa interview; round trip international travel to the
United States; passport fees; a travel allowance; pre-departure orientation costs;
and alumni activities. )

Athens U.S. Embassy will be responsible for making all travel
arrangements and providing international airline tickets for their
participants to fly round-trip to Indianapolis airport in Indiana in the
United States. Posts will be given detailed travel information for their
participants once completed the selection process. Since most
participants will be minors and will be traveling from their home
country alone, Purdue University will provide adult chaperones to
accompany participants on flights between one or two selected
European airports to the United States and back.

3. Health Benefits: Participants will be covered by ECA’s Accident and
Sickness Program for Exchanges (ASPE) health benefits program. Purdue
University is responsible for enrolling participants. ASPE is a limited, health
benefit program (not insurance) that covers medical expenses associated with each
illness or accident up to $100,000 per occurrence. ASPE does not cover routine
examinations or pre-existing conditions. ASPE information is available at
http://www.usdos.sevencorners.com.

We will convey this information to participants at the pre-departure orientation.
Participants are encouraged to read the ASPE benefit guide in its entirety, to obtain
a full understanding of health benefits, coverage, and limitations.


http://www.usdos.sevencorners.com/

4.  Program Requirements and Restrictions: Candidates must exhibit
demonstrable interest in pursuing leadership opportunities in their home countries,
and convey a genuine desire to learn about the United States and its people,
society, and institutions. They are expected to fully participate in the academic
program and the follow-on activities afterward in their home countries. They
should attend all lectures and organized activities, complete assigned readings, and
be ready to share their culture with Americans. They should be made aware that
the institute is very intensive and that there will be little time for personal pursuits
unrelated to the program.

Participants will travel to the United States on J-1 visas, under the International
Visitor government designation.
There should be no fees incurred for the J-1 visa application.

Participants are not allowed to arrive in the U.S. prior to the start date of the
institute or to remain in the U.S. after its end date. Violations of program rules,
host institution rules, or local, state or federal laws can be grounds for immediate
dismissal from the program. It is important that these requirements and restrictions
are made clear to all candidates before their nominations are submitted.

5.  English Language Ability: All candidates must be proficient in English so
that they can actively participate in the academic program. Purdue University will
take into account that the level of comprehension and speaking ability of
participants may vary and will prepare lectures and discussions that meet the
highest academic standards while using language appropriate for those whose first
language is not English.

6. Candidate Description and Qualifications: All candidates are expected to
have a strong interest in learning about diplomacy, the transatlantic relationship,
the role of a free press in a democratic society, and public or community

service. They should have a strong demonstrated interest in communications,
advocacy, debate, and/or civic participation. They should have the academic
aptitude for a program of this intensity and the personal qualities needed to be
successful, including maturity, strong social skills, flexibility, and open-
mindedness.

Candidates nominated for this Fellowship will:

- be born between June 22, 2002, and June 22, 2004 (i.e., be 16, 17, or 18 years of
age at the time of the program start);

- be highly proficient in English, as demonstrated in a personal interview or the



results of a standardized test;

- be committed to enrolling in high school or university in their home countries in
fall 2020, following completion of the institute;

- demonstrate strong leadership potential and interest in transatlantic relations and
diplomacy;

- indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States;

- demonstrate a high level of academic achievement, as indicated by academic
grades, awards, and teacher recommendations;

- demonstrate a commitment to community and extracurricular activities;

- have had little or no prior U.S. study or travel experience in the United States;

- be mature, responsible, independent, confident, open-minded, tolerant, thoughtful
and inquisitive;

- be willing and able to fully participate in an intensive summer program, with
community service and educational travel;

- be comfortable with campus life, shared living accommodations, travel and
interaction with a multinational, co-ed group of participants from across Europe
and the United States;

- be comfortable engaging with the Americans they meet in the host communities;
and

- be able to adjust to cultural and social practices different from those of their home
countries.

7. Frequently Asked Questions: This FAQ section addresses some commonly
asked questions by posts. .

a. What degree of English proficiency should a nominee have? All participants
must be highly proficient in English; throughout the institute they will need to fully
understand lectures, actively participate in discussions, and read and write
assignments in English.

b. Can we nominate an individual who is not a citizen of the nominating post
country? Yes. However, the Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship is a
program designed to further mutual understanding between U.S. citizens and
Europeans. If you wish to nominate someone who is not a citizen of the
nominating country, please explain clearly on the application the reasons for the
nomination.

c. My nominee has been to the U.S. before; would he/she be disqualified?

No. Nominees with very minimal experience in the United States may be
considered for the program. However, priority should be given to nominees with
no previous experience in the United States. If you find it necessary to nominate a
candidate with previous U.S. experience, please be sure to clearly indicate the



purpose of the nominee’s visit to the U.S., the year it occurred, and the length of
his/her stay, as requested on the nomination form.

d. How much free time will a participant have during the program? There
will be some limited free time during the program. However, nominees MUST
understand that this is an intensive academic program and they are expected to
fully participate in all lectures, activities, site visits, and scheduled events.

e. If a nominee has relatives in the U.S., would he/she have time to see

them? Participants will NOT be allowed to leave the institute to visit relatives or
friends. Occasionally it is possible for a pre-approved visit on a specific day
designated by the host institution, if the schedule permits. These situations will be
addressed on a case-by-case basis in consultation with the ECA program officer
and the host institution.

f. How important it is to nominate a gender-balanced group? Very important!
We strive to have the best possible diversity and gender balance in the institute.

g. Can a participant arrive early/late or stay after the

Institute? No. Participants who choose to travel to the United States on a
Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellowship are required to abide by the J-1 visa
rules. Participants may NOT arrive in the United States before the program start
date or remain in the country after the close of the institute.

h. Can a participant miss one part or component of the Institute? No. All
participants are expected to participate in all scheduled lectures, events, site visits,
trips, and activities.

I. How much money will participants need to bring for the program? ECA
will cover all basic costs of an individual’s participation in the U.S. based
exchange. Generally, the host institution will provide meals through a combination
of a cafeteria meal plan and a pre-loaded debit card for use at local

restaurants. Information on housing and meal arrangements will be provided by
the host institution prior to the start of the institute. Participants should not expect
to receive any spending money from the institute. Participants should bring their
own spending money if they wish to purchase souvenirs or other items during their
time in the United States.

J. One of our BFTF alumni has a sibling who would like to apply for the BFTF
program. Can he/she apply? Priority will be given to nominees who are
unrelated to past BFTF participants. Posts should make every effort to recruit and
nominate candidates from widely diverse areas and backgrounds.

k. Will applicants with disabilities be considered? Yes, the Youth Programs
Division welcomes nominations for individuals with disabilities. We are
committed to working with Purdue University to arrange reasonable
accommodations for all participants. Notification of a disability will not
negatively impact selection. We ask that you identify disabilities during the



nomination process so that we can begin working with Purdue University to ensure
appropriate accommodations.

5. Up to 45 Fellows will be selected. there are any difficulties recruiting. ECA
will make the final selection (switching alternates and principals on occasion to
achieve greater diversity, gender balance, or to adjust for unqualified candidates)
and will notify post of final determination of principal and alternate participants by
the beginning of April 2020. This is a competitive selection process focused on the
overall qualification of the participant.

6. All communications and questions regarding this FY 2020Benjamin Franklin
Transatlantic Fellowship should be addressed to Markella Karagiorga, American
Embassy, Athens Telephone: 6958476873 Email: KaragiorgaMN @state.gov

In order to apply, please submit the completed Application Form and the Essay by February 18,
2020 via e-mail to:

Markella Karagiorga

Public Affairs Section

Email: KaragiorgaMN@state.gov

Interviews will be held end February 2020.

Attached please find application form


mailto:KaragiorgaMN@state.gov

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN APPLICATION FORM 2020

1. LAST (Family name) as on passport:

2. FIRST NAME as on passport

3. MIDDLE NAME (as on passport)

4. DATE OF BIRTH (month, written in full, day & year in numbers):

5. PLACE OF BIRTH (town/city and country):

6. COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE:

7. COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP:

8. GENDER:

9. POSITION: (choose from “Secondary School Student”, “Special School Institute”
or “Vocational Student”

10. FULL HOME ADDRESS:

11. HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER:

12. E-MAIL ADDRESS:

13. MEDICAL, PHYSICAL AND DIETARY CONSIDERATIONS:
(mobility issues, allergies, or food restrictions)

14. NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL.:



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

FIELD OF STUDY (if applicable):

ANY OTHER RELEVANT EDUCATIONAL , ACADEMIC AND
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE OR TRAINING

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIPS, SEPCIAL INTERESTS, OR EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES:

PREVIOUS U.S. TRAVEL (purpose of travel, dates and places visited):

COMPETENCE IN ENGLISH (WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH):

FUTURE STUDY OR CAREER PLANS

PASSPORT ISSUED?

Plans for Fall 2020

Essay (maximum 500 words, please do not exceed this limit)
Please discuss your future study or career plans and how participation in the
Institute would help you to achieve them
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