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SVITAVY and its HISTORY



 The town of Svitavy,
which ranks among the
oldest towns in this region,
IS located on the border
of Moravia and East
Bohemia in the undulating
landscape of Svitavy
Highlands.




 Medieval settlers
founded a hamlet at
a ford crossing a
small river, and the
town grew out of it
through various
stages - It has
progressed from a M e
medieval town to the 3%, = 2%
present cultural and Bl e
economic center of
this region.
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Jlndflch Kllnger Svitavy Heinrich Klinger, Zwittau;
R (C. 8. R.)

a mention about a ‘sm-rth&-‘@ JHA -

;,,pcu-mems ~Qther guilds mcludﬂed'
wers, furriers and potters who :
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t*?%-';-?‘e T hlrty Years” f'"f;'}ar eaused meral and economical

disaster for the. Whele country. The Czech landswere |

endangered by both Catholic and Protestant armies, and

Were threatened by p[agUe and cholera epldemlc,s After

;-;‘_e drastic fall of papulatlon and total devastatldh the .

| ~reSUrrect|on—ofihe town followed. New Guild Rules were
1ed and the process of building, marm;facturlng and,

was rmtlated‘"‘The town rose from ashes and
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the town could-be called the "textile p|||ar" o‘vr’f "




r =

Lrg YW popt :alﬁo*‘ S}I-LVingT
\tevhlghthanks to:prcduct"
1t economic *‘Sfes drd net“'fg

I g
2 1)

i Texnlé prowded the toWh Wlth
.81 an inconspicuous flame broke -

<33

oza destructive fire bummg dow_n'
town and the monéy |

"‘n/\l' /L“:bv




(Y o
s

v--iu.rbs Wére damaged -‘However

nic w{ars aHhe begmmng.of the 19th

7
3




N
_% m:v

F""fliEt'.‘eevo luti on m 1

3/

.;isat_the tawn free from the control of
‘ \blis ned a reglonat:cnnl

15

7 ir \;.vr:;_,f_tratlon |n thé fomOf MGI’ avska.x Tre‘bo.,_\_\ _'f_‘_?;}Sv“ita .

J hg ta’wh s populatlbn at that tlme was 4, 431 pedple and
& wasgr_cwmg desplte the war between Prys$|a and Austrta =
§"fsln 1866, It was in SVty where Prussian ng Wllhelm
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ltt the late 19th century a |ot of mstltutlons were
estabhshed thanks to some unselfish well-to- do i
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Such mstltutlens were a- retirement house, an

| orghanage a hospltal and schools. The real gem of the

town became the library that was built by anative of

',._,_O,,i_l_,SV|tavy Valeatin Oswald Ottendorfer who ran ked

among highly r;,i_;;;__,pected poI|t|C|ans in New York. Theﬂ
I|brary buudmgtand the reading-room were opened in -
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tendorfer’s presence. It housed abeut 25,000 e
volumes inits dep03|tory and no wonder it becamef
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“’*he Czech- German J.,[mgual background of Svrtavy

—_—

gave rise to ethnic conflicts which mark the perrod in

tbg\eariy 20th centur?‘{;:!esplte-ﬂthe German polmcrans
"_;ff,;;‘;ifentron to separate and desprte therr desrreaL for

'. -:i%;?'ln the ilrsmtegratmg Austrran monarchy
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mld 12th century St Giles” Church was bunt |n the settlement of
Svitava (the church.in thescemetery) \

1256 -a document mentions the town of Swtavy and the
‘_settlement of Stara._.:,__ ;';vltava (Old Swtava) as belonglng to
Olomouc bishops . = .

1389 - the town was tbrtlﬁed | R = i
1421 - the pansh/branch/dlocese of: thomysl,blshop settled |n i
Swtav?“*" e gL e
1424 -'the jewn Wasplundered.tby the. Hussﬁes T el
1515 - foundation of town's“archives i
1538 - establishment of the Fewn Hall - e Lo
1892 - openlng of Cttendorfer S Iliarary

1892 bundlng'of Langer V|Ila and Budlg vﬂla
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1997 - became a pa’rtcf}f;.ardublce region. B e
12001 - opening: of Sporthall “Na Strelnici” - e
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194}5 = post war deportattgn of German |nhab|tants from the o
1960 became a part of East e Bchemlan regron
1989- =inthe Czech Slovak Republlc was “the veret
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‘réconstriicted the Jewish cemetery ,.
2@06 S—vrtavy celeilrated 750th jubilee from the flrst reference 2
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- Recently anew-maderp. multifunctional cuIturaI centrel

‘”.s berng rebuilt.| it s called HE FACTORY".
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