AHAOZ - n yn, 10 vePO Kal 0 ayépag

O rémo¢ pag eivai kAgiotég, 6Ao Bouvd mmou
EXOUV OKETTN

T0 XxaunAd oupavd uépa kai voxra. Aegv
&xoupue morduia éev

Exouue Tnyadia dev Exouus TTnyéEC Uovaxa
Aiyeg oTépveg,

GoeIeC KI AUTEG, TTOU nYOUV Kal TTou TIC
TTOOOKUVOULE...

. Zepépng, H MNérpa

O Tepinyntg Z1pdfwv (Mewyp. 1.C.485),
TTOU yevvhonke Aiya xpoévia MeTd Tnv OeUTEPN
kataoTpo®n TG AfAou (69 11.X.), TTEpIypa@el Pe Aiya
Aoyla TO MIKPO vnoi: «n 1mOAn 1N AnAou egivar o€
medIdda Kai ekei eival kai 1a lepd Tou ATéAAwva kai
¢ Antwg. MNavw amé v moéAn eivai o KuvBog, éva
yuuvo kai Bpaxwdes Bouvd. O Ivwiréc morauog, mou
oev eival leyalog, oiarpéxel 10 WIKPO vnoi»n. H
OUvOAIKr) ékTaon Tng AnRAou eival PoAig 6,85
TETPAYWVIKA XINIOUETPA, EVW N YEITOVIKN Prjveia éxel
ékTaon 17 TeT. XUTP. Kai n MUkovog 89,7 1. xu1p. Ta
MEXPI TWPA avaoKapuéva pvnueia kataAaupdavouv
pia éktaon 0,9 TETPAYWVIKWY XIANIOUETPWY TTEPITTOU
OTO KEVIPO TOU vnaoloU, dnAadrn Aiyo TTeEPICOOTEPO
atd 10 1/7 Tou 6AoU XWpou.

To kAipa TG AAAou eival EUKPATO VNOIWTIKG.
O xeigwvag givalr ATNOG Je OTTAVIOUG TTayeTOUG Kal
aKOuN  OTTavIOTEPEG KAl MIKPAG  OIAPKEIaG
xlovotrTwoels  (TeAeutaia @opd  xiévioe  TO
®eBpoudpio Tou 2004. H TTponyoluevn ftav Tov
Mdpmio Tou 1987). To kalokaipl eivar dpooepd,
XWPIG BPOxEG, OUXVA E OPKETH UYPATIa TIG TTIPWIVEG
WpEG, Kal pe duvaroug avépoug (6 - 9 Beaufort) Toug
MAVES loUAIo - AUyouoTo (PeATEUIA). AKOPN Kal yia TO
eCehNlyuéva oulyxpova okden TO TAidl €ival ouyvd
TTOAU OUOKOAO OTn OIGPKEId TWV HEATEMIWV Kal
TTOAAEG Qopég aduvaTto. «Ta BaAacoiva taéidia dev
givar aoteia uttéBeon» ypagel o Kiképwvag (epist. ad
Atticus, 5.12.1) otov AtTiké TOV loUAIO TOU 51 T.X,,
«diaitepa Tov pnva lovAio. ®rdoaue orn Anio één
uépes aporou Eekivioaue amdé tnv Abnva. 2ric 6
loudiou éexiviioaue amé rov lNeipaid kar racaue oTo
200vIo e QUOKOAOUG avéuoug, TTou uag Kpdrnoav
EKEl uéxpl TNV GAAn uépa, aAAd oric 8 loudiou TO
raéidr péxpr v Kéa nrav euxdapioro. Ao ekel
erdoaue arn udpo ue duvard dveuo, mapdAo mou
oev Arav avriBeTo¢ aTnV TMopEia ag, arn ouvéxEia
orn 2U0po Kai arrd ekei orn AnAo, kaAumrrovrag tnv
arréoTacn 1o ypryopa amr’ on 6a ecuxouacrte. Ta
avoixta poditika kapdpBia, 0w yvwpilels Ki €00,
givar Ta xeipdtepa OToV KOOUO OTav €XEl TPIKUUIA.
Merad amdé OAa aurd Oecv mpokeirai va BiacTw
kaBoéAou, kai dev Ba 10 kKouvhow armo ™ AnAo av o€
Ow KaBapéc 1IC Bouvokop@és TG Trvou». AKOMPN
ofuepa o1 vautikoi Kail ol yapddeg Tou Alyaiou
€€eTACOUV TTPOCEKTIKA TNV Bouvokop®r] Tou Toikvid
av  dlaypagetal  kabapd oTov  opifovra  eival
«kKaAoonuadid», av OUwWG KOAUTITETAI ATTO OUVVEDQ
O¢ev avoiyovtal atn BdAacaoa.

DELOS - the earth, the water and the
wind

Our land is enclosed, all mountains
roofed

by the low sky day and night. We
have no rivers

we have no wells, we have no
springs, just a few cisterns,

and these empty, that echo and
that we worship...

G. Seferis, The Stone

The ancient traveller Strabo (Geog.
I.C. 485), who was born a few years after
the second destruction of Delos (69 BC),
describes this little island in a few words:
“the city of Delos is in a valley where the
Sanctuaries of Apollo and Leto may be
found. Kynthos, a bald rocky mountain,
stands above the city. The Inopos River,
which is not very large, crosses the island.”
The total area of Delos is just 6.85 km?;
neighbouring Rheneia is 17 km® and
Mykonos is 89.7 km®. The monuments
excavated to date cover an area of some
0.9 km® — approximately 1/7 of the total
area — in the middle of the island.

Delos has a temperate island
climate. Winters are mild with rare frosts
and even rarer, short-lived snowfalls; it last
snowed in February 2004 and the previous
time was in March of 1987. Summers are
fresh and rainless, but it is often humid in
the early morning. Strong north winds
(meltemia, etesian winds) of up to 6-9 on
the Beaufort scale blow during July and
August. Even for the most modern and
well-equipped vessels, the journey to Delos
can be difficult during the meltemia and, at
times, impossible. “Travelling by sea is no
laughing matter’, writes Cicero (epist. ad
Atticus, 5.12.1) to Atticus in July of 51 BC,
“particularly in the month of July. We
reached Delos six days after departing
from Athens. On the 6th of July we set out
from Piraeus and reached Sounion with
difficult winds which made us tarry there
until the next day, but on 8 July the journey
to Kea was pleasant. From there we
reached Gyaros with a strong wind in our
sails despite the fact that it was not
contrary to our course. Then on to Syros
and thence to Delos, covering the distance
faster than we would have wished. The
open Rhodian boats, as you well know, are
the worst in the world when there is a
tempest. After all this, | shall be in no hurry
to leave and shall not budge from Delos




210 Bpaxwdeg vnoi dev uttdpyxouv TTnyaia
vePd, aAAG OTO OTeEyavo ypaviTIKO uttoabpo, TTapd
TNV €viovn TEKTOVIKN diappnén TTOU ETTIKPATEI OTO
XWPOo, OnuIoUpYEiTal £€vag TTEPIOPIOPEVOG, OAAG
ONMAVTIKOG YIO TO VNOi QPEATIKOG OPICOVTOG OE PIKPO
OXETIKA BAaBog. To moaIuo vepd avrAegital ammd TV
apxaidétnTta  péxpl onuepa amd Ta idla Tyadia
(Trnyadi Tng KAgotrarpag, Tnyadl Tou MaATtéfou) TTou
BpiokovTal ota aiBpia Twv apxaiwv ommwyv. OAa 10
omiTia gixav Katw amd 1O aifpio, TNV KEVTPIKN
uttaifpia auAr, pia peydAn TeTpaywvn OeCauevh
OoTnV OTToia OUYKEVTPpWVOTAV TO BpoxIvo vepd atrod
TNV oTtéyn. H opo@ry Tng de€apevig otnpifetal o€
T6a amd TTwWPOAIBO Kal KOAUTITETAI PE WnPIdwWTO
Odmedo 1oU cival XapnAdTepa atmod 1o dATTESO TOU
TEPIOTWOU (=0 OTEYOOMEVOG XWPOG yupw atrd TO
aifpio). MBavév o0 Xwpog autdg yeI(OTAV TOUG
KaAOKaIPIVOUG HUAVEG ME VEPO, TIOU OQPEVOG EV
avadeikvue Ta XPWHATO TOU Wn@IdwToU, AQETEPOU,
ME TNV €EATHION, dnuIoupyousE Jia aiobnon dpoaiag
yUpw. EKT6¢ atmd 10 1810TIKE TTNYAdIa Twv OTTITIWY,
uTTAPXaV TTOAAG Bnuoacia TTydadia Kal KPAVEG.

‘Exel uttoAoyioBei - pdAAov pe utTEPPBOAIKN
aiglodogia - TwG OTIGC OdNUOOCIEG Kal  IBIWTIKEG
deCapeveg TNG ARAOU CUYKEVTPWVOTAV IO TTOOOTNTA
280.000 KuBIKWV PETPWY VEPOU, PE TNV TTPOUTTO0EDN
QUOIKG OTI €ixe PBPEEel apKETA WOTE va YeEWUiooOuv Ol
oeCapeveég, OoTmwg €yive 10 Pefpoudpio Tou 2003,
TTOU yia TIpwWTn @opd ol Oefaueveég exeihioav.
Qaivetal dpwg TTwg 10 vePSO deV ATAV TTOTE APKETO'
omig apxéc tou 1% ai. m.X. évag okAGBog¢ Tou
katoikouoe atnv Oikia tn¢ Aiuvng Xapage aTov ToiXo
TOU MIKPOU dwpaTiou ToU AIYEG YPAMUMEG YEUATEG
voaTaAyia yia Tnv matpida Tou TNV Avtidxeia, "mmou
éxel mpdoiva oUKa Kai dgpbova vepd".

Ta vepd Tng Ppoxng oxnuamdav aoTtnv
apxaidétnta  TovV TrEpipNUo  lvwtrd  TToTapod, TTOU
katéBaive amd Toug PBopeloavaToAIKoUg TTPOTTOdEG
Tou KuUvBou, OUyYKeEVIPWVOTAV OE MIO TEXVNTNA
oeCapevr), TNV Ivwrrou Kprvnv, K ammo €Kei UE
EKTETANEVA APOEUTIKG £pya OIOXETEUOTAV OGTNV TTOAN
Kar oto Aiyavi. To vepd TG Bpoxng, Tou
OUYKEVTPWVOTAV GTO XANNAOGTEPO oNUEIO TOU vnalou,
ota Bopeia Tou lepol, oxnuATICE TNV TTEPIPNUN
Tpox0¢€Idn lep Aiuvn, «mmou TTePIOTPEPEI KUKAO Ta
VEPA NG, EKEl TTOU KUKVOI UEAWOOI UTTHPETOUV TIS
Mouoeg» (Eupimt. lpiyévera ev Taupoig, 1097-11095) .

210 VOTIO TUAPA TNG ARAou, OTn YEITOVIKA
Priveia kal otn MUKovo UTTApXAV QyPOKTAMOTA TTOU
TpounRBeuav Toug Kartoikoug Tng ARAou pe Qpéoka
Aaxavikd - OTwg yivetal kar ofjuepa. MoAAG até
autd Ta aypokTAMATa avAkav oTo lepd  Kal
evoikiddovTav o€ IBIWTES. Ekei kaANigpyoUoav Kupiwg
autréNIa, oITapl Kal KpIBAapl, eixav aiyorrpopara,
Boocidr, xoipoug kal peAioola. ETig emypagég (/1D
452+467) avagépetal 6T Tov 2° al. m.X. o€ éva amod
Ta 24 TepitTTou aypokThpata Tng Mukdvou uTpxav:
37 oukai, 2750 aumeAol, 25 aypiédaiol, 2 pupaoivai, 3
Kapuai, 56 unAéai, 1 @oivié, 1 dapvnua. O1 PIKPEG

unless | can see the mountain tops of Tinos
clearly.” Even today, Aegean sailors and
fishermen look closely at the Tsiknias
mountain top on Tinos; if it can be seen
clearly on the horizon it is “well-omened”,
but if it is covered by clouds, they do not
set sail.

The rocky island has no natural
sources of water, but in the granite
substrata, despite the many tectonic cracks
in the terrain, there is a limited ground
water horizon at a relatively shallow depth,
which is significant for the island. From
antiquity to modern times, the island’s
drinking water comes from the same wells
(Well of Cleopatra, Well of Maltezos) in the
atriums of the ancient houses. All houses
had below their atriums, the central, open-
aired courtyard, a large rectangular cistern
in which they collected the rainwater from
their roofs. The roof of the cistern rests on
arches of poros stone and is covered by a
mosaic floor at a level lower than the floor
of the peristyle (=the covered porticos
around the atrium). In the summer months,
this was probably filled with water, which
highlighted the colours of the mosaic and
evaporated slowly to create a feeling of
coolness. In antiquity, in addition to the
private wells of the houses, there were
many public wells and fountains.

It has been estimated, perhaps
over-optimistically, that the public and
private cisterns of Delos could contain
280,000 cubic metres of water, provided
the rainfall was as heavy as that of
February 2003, in which the reservoirs and
cisterns were filled to overflowing for the
first time in living memory. It seems
however that there was never enough
water. In the early 1% cent. BC a slave
living in the Lake House incised some lines
on the wall of his little room, full of nostalgia
for his homeland Antioch, “which has green
figs and abundant water”.

Rainwater in antiquity created the
famous /nopos River which flowed from the
northeastern foothills of Kynthos, and its
waters were channelled into an artificial
reservoir, the Inopos Fountain, from which,
by means of extensive irrigation works, it
was directed to the city and the port. The
rainwater that collected in the lowest part of
the island, north of the Sanctuary, formed
the celebrated, round Sacred Lake, “the
lake where water turns in a circle, where
melodious swans honour the Muses.”
(Euripides, Iphigenia in Tauris, 1137-1138)

In the southern part of Delos, on
neighbouring Rheneia and on Mykonos,




KOINGOEG kal  or  Aégol NG  Mukévou nATav
OKETTAOUEVEG PE XINABEG KAAPOATA, TO HUKOVIATIKO
Kpaoi ATav TTePiQNUOo oTn apXaIdTNTA KAl TO OTAQUAI
ATav yia alwveg To cUPBoAo Tng Mukovou. Oedg —
TTPooTdTnG TG Mukdvou ftav o Aibvuoog, 0 OTT0iog
aTreIkovIOTaV  KIGOOOTEQAVWHEVOS KAl YUPVOG OTa
VOouiopaTa TNG TTOANG.

N AAlo, upéxpr Tov 2° X, alwva
TOuAdxIoTOV, Ba TTPETTEl va UTTHPXAV AyPOKTAUATO
Kal KATTOI hE SEVTPA, TTOU OIyd - OIy& EKTOTTIOTNKAV
amd  Onuéoia Kol IBIWTIKA  KTAPIA.  2ZTOUG
€ANVIOTIKOUG Xpovoug utthjpxav pévo Aiya dévrpa
oTo lepd, avatoAikd Tou Mvnueiou Twv Talpwv, evw
OAOKANPN n yUpw TTEPIOXN £yIve OIKOTTEDA Yyia va
KTioOUV TIG TTOAUTEAEIG KOTOIKIEG TOug oI TTAouaIol
EuTTopol,  EQOTTAIOTEG KOl TPOTTECiTEG,  TTOU
€YKATOOTABNKAV OTO VNGi. TNV TTUKVOKATOIKNMEVN
eAANVIOTIKA TTOAN &ev UTTAPXEl XWPOS YIa KATTOUG,
oUTE UTTAPXOUV ECWTEPIKOI KNATTOI OTA OTTiTIA, OTTWG
oupBaivel otnv Moptrnia. Eival oAU mlavév duwg
OTI OTa TTEPIOTUAIO TWV TTOAUTEAWV KATOIKIWY, TTOU

Oev £Xouv YnoidwTo odmedo, UTTAPXaV
KAAAWTTIOTIKA QUTE.
O1  KANigaTOAOYIKEG  OUVORKEG  Kal N

TTOIKINOJOP@ia Tou £BAPOUG (MIKPOi AO@OI, KOINGDEG,
BpaxoToTrol, TTapaAieg) dnuioupyolv KATAAANAoUg
OIKOTOTTOUG YIa TNV avATITUEN QUTWV HE DIAPOPETIKEG
atraitroelg. O1 0eCaPEVEG TwV apXaiwy OTTITIWV KAl Ol
QUOIKEG 1] TEXVNTEG KOIAOTNTEG TTOU UTTAPXOUV  O€
TTOAMG onueia Tou vnaiou, gival yeEUATEG PE BPOXIVO
vepd  péxpl Tov louvio - loUAIo, Kkai Trapéxouv
€UVOIKEG OUVONAKEG yia TNV avdamTuén udpoxapwv
QuUTWV. AuTo TTou &ev @aiveTal va £xel aAAdgel aTo
vnoi amdé TNV apxaldtnTa MPEXPI ONPeEPa eival n
auto@ung BAdoTtnon, €101 TTou n ARAOG, ekTOG aTTO
onMavTikGG  Apxaiohoyikdég  Xwpog, eival  €va
TEPAOTIO, PUOIKOG QUTOAOYIKO Mouaoeio, Ye pia Heyain
TroIkIANia QUTWYV. MExpl Twpa €xouv Kataypagei 537
€idn, TOANG aTd Ta oTroia £XOUV (POPUOKEUTIKEG
1I010TNTEG KAl XPNOIMOTToIoUvTal atrd TNV apxXaidTnTa
MEXPI OAUEPA yIa BepatreuTikoUg OKoTTOUG. KdTtroia
QUTA TTOU €TMI{OUV O€E TTEPIOPIOUEVO QPIOPO Kal O€
OUYKEKPIPEVEG BEoeig eival TIBavov atroyovol €WV
TTOU METAQPEPONKAV 0TV apXaidTnTa  yia TNV
TTapPAYywWyn QOPUAKWY, f APWHATWY.

H 1atpiky Atav 1I010iTEPA AVETTTUYHMEVN OTNV
TToAUGvBpwTIN Kal TAoucla  TOAN NG dapxaiog
AnAou. ‘Exouv Bpebei TTOANG 1aTpIKA epyalcia, ayyeia
TTOU TTEPIEIXAV QAPUOKA aTTO QUTA, BEPUOPOPES yia
TNV avokou@ion TévVwv PE dnuioupyia uTTEpalyiag,
ayoAudtia Tou AOCKANTIOU Kal avaBruarta oTov
ATToAwva, oTig Xapiteg, atnv loida, otnv A@poditn,
ot AAuntpa kai otov ‘Hpwa latpd yia iaon
TTAOXOVTWV PEAWV. ZTA VOTIA TOU vNnoloU UTTApXEl
AokAnmigio, evw TTEPIOTOTEPA BEPATTEUTIKA KEVTPA
Ba TTpéTTel va uTpxav oTn yeiroviky PrAvela, otrou
METa@EPOVTAV Ol Bapid APPWOTOI KAI Ol ETTITOKEG, HIA
Kai otn AARAo armrayopeudTtav va yevvnBei 13 va
meBdvel  kaveig.  EITIC  emypagés TG ARAou
aAvo@EPOVTAl TO OvOuaTa TTOAAWV 1ATPWYV, OPKETOI

there were farms that supplied the
inhabitants of Delos with fresh vegetables —
as is the case today. Many of these farms
belonged to the Sanctuary and were rented
to individuals. They had grapevines, grew
wheat and barley, raised goats, sheep,
cattle and swine and kept bees. Ancient
inscriptions (ID 452+467) inform us that in
the 2" cent. BC on one of the
approximately 24 farms on Mykonos there
were: 37 fig trees, 2750 grapevines, 25 wild
olive trees, 2 myrtles, 3 walnut trees, 56
apple trees, 1 palm tree, 1 laurel tree. The
small valleys and hills of Mykonos were
covered by extensive vineyards; Mykonian
wine was famous in antiquity and, for
centuries, grapes were the symbol of
Mykonos. The patron god of Mykonos was
Dionysus who was portrayed on the coins
of the city nude and crowned with ivy.

Until at least the 2™ cent. BC, there
must have been on Delos farms and
gardens with trees, that were gradually
supplanted by public and private buildings.
In the Hellenistic age there were only a few
trees in the Sanctuary, east of the
Monument of the Bulls, as all the
surrounding area had become lots on
which the wealthy merchants, shipowners
and bankers who had settled on the island
built their luxurious houses. In the densely
populated Hellenistic city, there was no
room for gardens or even for interior
gardens in the atriums of homes, as in
Pompeii. It is, however, likely that in the
colonnaded areas (peristyles) that did not
have mosaic floors, there were ornamental
plants.

The climatic conditions and varied
terrain (low hills, valleys, rocky land,
seacoasts) create suitable habitats for the
development of vegetation with different
requirements. The cisterns of the ancient
houses and the natural and artificial
hollows that exist in many parts of the
island are full of rainwater until June or July
and provide favourable conditions for the
growth of aquatic plants. What does not
seem to have changed on the island from
antiquity up to the present day is the
presence of flora that make Delos a huge
natural botanical museum with a large
variety of plant life, in addition to being an
important archaeological site. To date, 537
species have been recorded, many of
which have medicinal properties and have
been used from antiquity to modern times
for healing purposes. Some plants that
have survived in limited numbers and in
specific  places may possibly be




amd TOuG OTroioug paBrTeucav  OTo  TTEPIPNUO
AokAnTrigio TNG Kw. O AAiog 1atpdg AvTipdvng Atav
0 TIPWTOG TTou dIaTUTTWOoE TNV Bewpia OTI OAeG oI
a0oBEveieg TTPOEpYOVTal aTTO TO €i00G TNG dIATPOPNG.

descendants of species that were imported
to the island in antiquity for the production
of medicines or attars.

Medicine was highly developed in
the densely populated and wealthy city of
ancient Delos. Findings include medical
instruments, vessels containing medicines
made from plants, clay heating bottles used
to induce hyperaemia for the relief of pain,
statues of Asclepius, and votive offerings to
Apollo, the Graces, Isis, Aphrodite,
Demeter and the Hero Doctor for the cure
of affected parts of the body. On the south
side of the island is an Asclepeion; but
there must have been other treatment
centres on neighbouring Rheneia, to which
Delians with more serious illnesses or
women ready to give birth would be
brought, as it was forbidden for anyone to
give birth or die on Delos. Inscriptions
found on Delos have preserved the names
of many doctors, some of whom had
studied at the renowned Asclepeion of Cos.
The Delian doctor Antiphanes was the first
to introduce the theory that all illnesses
were caused by diet.




NOpen TWv vepwv
AyoAudrtio Nopeng, avtiypago evog €pyou Tou
4% ai. m.X. (Mouceio Ajhou A.04289, AiBouca
6). BpéBnke 10 1949 oT0 €ibpio Tng Oikiag Twv
Epuwv. 'Ywog 0,92 p., 2° ai. m.X.

H Oikia twv Epuwv civalr pia
mAoUola  karoikia Tou 2% ai. X TIOU
avaTTTUooETAl KAIJOKWTA O€ TEOOEPA ETTITTEOQ
otnv TTAayid Tou Adgou. 210 106yEIo, OTn VOTIA
TAeupd TOou «@iBpiou, eivar U0  KOYXES
Aageupéveg 01O QUOIKO Bpdyxo TOU aKOuN
onpepa avapAllouv vepd. To vepd atmd auTég
TIG KOYXEG, KOBWG Kal To vePO TNG BPoxng amo
TN OTEYn, OUYKEVTPWVOTAV OTnv UTTOyEId
oe€apevr], KaTw atrd To aiBplo, Kal To avTtAouaoav
amd TO TINYyAdl TTOU UTTAPXEl OTO KEVTPO TNG
auhic. To dayaAya TG NOpeng Artav
TOTTOBETNUEVO OTN MIa ATl TIG KOYXEG TOU

aiBpiou. To wamo TG oxnuari¢el  éva
KATAPPAKTn  amd  MIKPEG  TITUXEG  TTOU
TIOPATTEUTTEl aTNV  1810TNTA TNG  VOPONG WG

0ed6TNTAG TOU UypoU oToIXEioU Kal Oeixvel Tnv
aydarn Twv AnAiwv yia Kopwd Kal dIaKoounTIKA
épya.

O1  vOpgeg, BedTnTeg  TOU  UypoU
OToI¥EIOU TTOU KaTolkouoav Of TTnyég, Odon,
NBadia kar Bouvd, ATAv N €vOAPKWON TNG
WPIMNG TTapBEVIKAG veATNTAG KAl TNG OPOPPIAG
NG puong.

M. 1. Xat¢nddakng 2003, apib. 618

A Water Nymph
Statuette of a nymph, copy of 4™ cent. BC. work
(Delos Museum A.04289, Room 6). It was found
in 1949 in the atrium of the House of Herms.
Height 0.92 m., 2™ cent. BC.

The House of the Herms is a wealthy
house of the 2" cent. BC that was laid out on
four different levels. On the ground floor, on the
south side of the atrium, are two recesses hewn
out of the natural rock, from which water issues
forth to this day. The water from the recesses,
as well as rainwater from the roof, was collected
in the underground cistern under the atrium and
drawn from the well in its centre. The statue of
the Nymph stood in one of those two niches.
The cascade of small pleats on her himation
alludes to the nymph’s nature as a water deity
and shows the love of the Delians for elegant
decorative works.

The Nymphs, deities of the waters, lived
in springs, forests, meadows and mountains.
They were the embodiment of ripe maidenly
youth and the beauty of nature.

P. J. Hadjidakis 2003, no. 618

©¢gb¢g - TTOTANOG
Xd&Akivo TTpoowTreio ToTduIou Bgou () Aibvuoou
-"Ooip1;), Mouogio AnAou B.07540, AiBouca 11.
Bpébnke 10 1957 o¢ éva mnydad N. Tng Ayopdg
Twv KopmetahiaoTtwyv. 'Ywog 0,25 p., 2°-1° au.
m.X.

To TpoowTrEio €ival OTEQAVWHUEVO E
KapTToUg Kal @UAAQ KIoOOU, TO 1EpO QUTO TOU
Albvuoou, oAMG Ta uypd vyévia Kal TA
XOPAKTNPIOTIKA TOU TTPOCWTTOU, TTou Buuifouv
10 dyaAua Tou Neihou, deixvouv 0TI TTAPICTAVEI
Beotroinuévo TmoTaud - iowg Tov Neido - ammod Ta
TTUKVA Yévia Tou oTroiou Tpéxel vepd. Ta Ouo
MIKpd  Képata TAvVW ammd  TO  PETWTTO
OUMBOAICouV TNV opunTIK dUVAUN TWV VEPWV
TOU TTOTOYOU, O OTTOI0G TTAPOMOIAZETal PE TAUPO,
OTTWG 0 TToTapOG AxeAwog oTig Tpaxivieg Tou
ZogokAn (ot. 9-14):

Mvnaorip yap v uor orauoc, AxeA@ov
Aéyw, Oc W’ &v 1piciv popeaioly EnNTel Tarpog,
QoITav &vapync tadoog, dAor’ aibAo¢ Spakwy
EAIKTOG, dAAOT’ avdpeiw TUTTW Boukpavog, & O
oaokiou  yeveiddo¢  Kpouvoi  OleppaivovTo
Kpnvaiou ToTod.»

«Mvnorpac¢ pou Arav évag mmoraudg, o

A River-God

Bronze mask of a deified river, or Dionysus-
Osiris, Delos Museum B.07540, Room 11. It
was found in 1957 in a well, south of the Agora
of the Competaliasts. Height 0.25 m., 2"-1%
century BC

The mask is crowned with an ivy
wreath, the sacred plant of Dionysus, but the
wet beard and the features, which are
reminiscent of a statue of the river Nile, indicate
that it represents a river god — perhaps the Nile
— from whose dense beard water flows. The two
small horns above the forehead represent the
force of the river, which is likened to a bull, as
the river Achelous in Sophocles’ Trachiniae, 9 -
14:
“For my wooer was a river-god, Achelous, who
in three shapes was ever asking me from my
sire,- coming now as a bull in bodily form, now
as serpent with sheeny coils, now with trunk of
man and front of ox, while from a shaggy beard
the streams of fountain-water flowed abroad.”

The mask was part of the decoration of
a bucket containing perhaps holy water for the
rituals of Isis. Bronze vessels in a similar shape
are used to this day in India to carry the sacred




AxeAwog, o ormoio¢ e TPEIC OIAPOPETIKES
HOPQEC e CnNToUoE OUVéEXEIQ QTTO TOV TTATéEPQA
Uou Kai gpxorave more oav Taupo¢ duvarog,
more oav Aquitepd KouAoupiaouévo @idl, Kai
moTe oav avdpac ue képara Taupou Kail yévia
TTUKVG 1ToU avaBAudav Kpouvoug vePOU.»

To TpoocwTtreio  ATAV  TUAMG NG
dlakbéopNong €vog KAdou Trou TIEPIEiXe iowg
aylaopévo vepd yia TIG TeAeTEG Tng ‘lo1dag.
Mapduoiou OXAMATOg XAAKIVa ayyeia
XpnoipotrololvTal akéun chuepa oTtnv Ivdia yia
TN METAPOPA TOU I1EPOU vEPOU TOU Mayyn.

M. 1. Xat¢ndakng 2003, apib. 643

water of the Ganges.
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Mooeidwvag, o 8e6g TNG BAAacoag

AyoAupdrmio Tou BeoU lMooeidwva (Mouaceio
AnAou A.04120, AiBouca 11), avtiypago €pyou
Tou 4% ai. .X. BpéBnke mBavov atnv Oikia e
Tov AI6vuoo. ‘Ywog 0,86 p. TéAn 2 ai. m.X. O
0e6¢  TTapIOTAVETAl  YUPVOG, MPE TO  AeTTTO
OQIXTOOEUEVO OWHA Tou KOAUUBNTH, MOAAIG Kal
yévia voTiopéva atoé Tnv appupa tng BdAacoag
Kal avakatepéva otmrd  TOUG QAVEPOUG.  2TO
apioTePO TOU XEPI KpaTouoe XAAKIVN Tpiaiva.

2mv  Ayopd TOU OcoppdaacTou,
BopeioduTikd TOU lepol, awlovTal Ta EPEITTIA TOU
lNooibeiou, Tou 1EpoU Tou [Mooeldwva, Kal TOU
Bwpou Tou llooegidwvos NaukAapiou. O
Moosidwvag ouvdéeTal Pe TNV €UQAvVION TNG
AAlou, pia kal ATav autdg TTOU OTEPEWOE TOV
TTEPITTAAVWHEVO BPpdxo PE SIOPAVTEVIOUG KIOVEG
oT1o BuBs TNG BdAacoag yia va yivel armd dénAog
(Fa6paTog, aeavépwTog), «auth mou ol Bvnroi
ovoudlouv AnAo, aAAd o1 paképior OAduriol
B¢coi», TTou BAETTOUV TOV KOOPO ATTO WNAd, «Tn
Aéve ¢ padpnc yng 10 @wrofBoOAo acTépi»
(Mivdapog), kal va yevvhoel €kei N AnTw TOUG
OUo BeoUg TOUu PWTOG.

O Mooceidwvag, TTPOCWTTOTTOINCN TNG
duvaung TG Quong (TpiKuuia, oeiIoudg, opun
Twv aAOywv) Aatpeudtav ot ARAo pe 1O
emiBeTa NaukAdpio¢ (TTPOoTATNG TWV TTAOCIWV Kal
TWV  VAUTIKWV), Ao@dAciog, OpBdoiog,
OcgueAiouyog¢ (TTPooTdTNG TNG 0TABEPOTNTAG TNG
TOANG), Aioio¢ (euoiwvog, KaAopigikog) Kal
ITrnyérng (0dnyog Twv aAdywv). O €utropol,
TpaTTeCiTeG KAl eydoxeic amd tnv Tupo, Tnv
AokaoAwva kal Tnv Bupnttd tou €uevav oTO
vnaoi, Adtpeuav Tov MNooeidwva wg £va atmd Toug
TaTpIoug Be0UG TOUG, KABWG €TTioONG Kai Ol
Pwpaiol Tou Ttov Adtpeuav wg Neptune. Ztov
Ounpo O Mooeidwvag TrapouaiddeTtal dN wg o
emionuog Be6¢ TG BdAacoag. 2tnv INdGda (O
187-193) opylopévog dilaknpuoaoel OTI gival io0og
pe Tov Aia kail opioBetei To faailelo Tou:

«Md o Koouooeiorne 1ére BUUwOoE Ki

Poseidon, the god of the sea

Statuette of the god Poseidon (Delos Museum
A.04120, Room 11), copy of a 4™ cent. BC
work. Possibly found in the House with the
Dionysus. Height 0.86 m. Late 2™ cent. BC.

The god is represented nude, with the
slim, compact body of a swimmer, with hair and
beard damp from the brine of the sea and
tossed by the winds. In his left hand most likely
he was holding a bronze trident.

In the Agora of
northwest of the Sanctuary, have been
preserved the ruins of the Posideion, the
sanctuary of Poseidon, and the altar of
Poseidon Nauclarios. Poseidon is associated
with the appearance of Delos, since it was he
who anchored the wandering islet to the bottom
of the sea with diamond columns, changing it
from adelos (= invisible) to “what mortals call
Delos (= visible), but what the blessed gods on
Olympus,” who see the world from on high, “call
the black earth’s far-seen star” (Pindar), thus
giving Leto a place to bring forth the twin gods
of light.

Theophrastos,

Poseidon, the personification of the
force of nature (storms, earthquakes, raging
horses), was worshipped on Delos under the
appellations Nauclarios (protector of ships and
sailors) Asphalius, Orthosius, Themeliouchos
(protector of the city’'s stability), Aesius
(auspicious, propitious) and Hippegetes (leader
of horses). The merchants, bankers and
warehouse owners from Tyre, Ascalon and
Berytus (present day Beirut), who resided on
the island, worshiped Poseidon as one of their
ancestral gods, while the Romans worshiped
him as Neptune. As early as Homeric times
Poseidon is presented as the established god of
the sea. In the lliad (O 187-193), enraged, he
proclaims himself equal to Zeus and defines his
domain:

But the glorious god of earthquakes shook in




amrnAoyié i divel:

«Qxou, 1@ Adyia Tou [rou Aia] 6Ao
Emapaon, ki ac eiv’ T1pavog, mou BéAel,

wa ki giuaare iool, v’ Apevrevel ue ué
Bigg, aBéAnta uou.

Tpeic Gdeppoi am’ 16v Kpdévo mou
yaarte, maidid tic Péag Ki oi ToElc uag,

mpwro¢c o Aiac, kI Eyw, Kai 1OV
VEKPWYV 0 priyag, o Adng, 1pitog,

o¢é Tpia TOV KOOUO TOV UOIPACAUE,
kabévag 16 6IkO ToU

kai kAfjpo wg¢ pifaue, oty 6dAacoa v
aQpiouévn TEQTEI

va uévw Eyw yid mavra, ki EAayxe atov
‘Adn 16 okoTAad!I,

kai mipe o Aiag 1¢ oUpdvia T’ dowora
ue oUyvepa ki aibépa

Suwc 1 yA ki 6 péyac "OAuutroc eivai
uali oAova uag...»
Metdgppaon N. KalavTZakng — |. ©. Kakpidrig

;

M. I. Xar¢nddkng 2003, apiB. 251

anger:
“What outrage! Great
overweening arrogance!
So force me, will he, to wrench my will to his?

I with the same high honours?

Three brothers we are, all sprung from Cronus,
all of us brought to birth by Rhea — Zeus and |,
Hades the third, lord of the dead beneath the
earth.

The world was split three ways. Each received
his realm.

When we shook the lots | drew the sea, my
foaming eternal home,

And Hades drew the land of the dead engulfed
in haze and night

and Zeus drew the heavens, the clouds and the
high clear sky.

But the earth and Olympus heights are
common to us all.”

translation Robert Fagles, 1990

as he is, what
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