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A palm tree stands in the middle of Rusafa,

Born in the West, far from the land of palms.

I said to it: how like me you are, far a way and in exile,
In long separation from family and friends.

You have sprung from soil in which you are a stranger;
And I, like you, am far from home.
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Las otras orillas - a course story line

Note: this article was written a few years ago, when a visit to Rabat was included in the programme. We
found out that this visit required too much traveling time. So we left it out. Since Rabat is interesting
from the general course theme point of view and in relation with Sevilla (the Giralda) we, nevertheless,
kept the Rabat paragraph in the article. .
The course title Las Otras Orillas refers in the first place to
the connections between the city of Sevilla and (1)
Northern Africa and (2) ‘The New World’, the Americas.
While Cordoba was the capital of Roman Spain and the
Western Caliphate, Sevilla rose in importance after about
1000 as the most important Taifa (Muslim kingdom). The
city kept this prominent position under the AlImohad and
Almoravid dynasties. In 1248 the city was (re)conquered
by the Christian king Koning Ferdinand III.

After the discoveries Sevilla became the most important
European port in relation to the Americas. All silver from
the colonies arrived here. The city hosted the Casa de
Contratacién de Indias(from 1503) and the Archivo
General de Indias (centralised from 1785).

Sevilla and Triana

Las Otras Orillas can also be regarded a smaller scale. Sevilla is divided into two main parts, Sevilla and
Triana, by the Guadalquivir (al-wadi al-kabir - the big river). The inhabitants used to speak about La Otra
Orilla, sometimes as a different world. After returning from our Morocco trip we will visit Triana and have
a meeting with a representative of an immigrant organisation (Sevilla Acoge). We will also have a short
look at traces of the Inquisition, famous for defining people at ‘the other side’ and taking measures
against them.

Carmona and Cordoba

On the second day we will follow the path of the early Muslim conquerer Abd ar-Rahman I

- Umayyad refugee from Damascus after the civil war (the Abbasid Revolution, 750 AD) - and visit
Carmona and Cordoba. In Carmona we will see earlier traces - Visigoth and Roman - and leave the city
via the former Roman road. We will pick up this road again near Cordoba and cross the river
(Guadalquivir) walking on the Roman bridge. In Cordoba we will meet (1) the splendour of the great
Western Caliphate and (2) its collaps in the ruins of the magnificent palace city Medina Azahara.

Tarifa, Tanger and Asilah

On the way back to Africa we will first visit the Roman
'industrial' city of Baelo Claudia, near Tarifa, and see

the garum production factory. Tarifa itself was the first
place where the Moors had entered Europe (for them La
otra orilla - Adiffa al oukhra) - a small band guided by
Tarif Ibn Malik in 710, forty years before Abd ar-Rahman
I. It is also a place where many illegal immigrants found
their anonymous grave searching for 'la otra orilla'.
After crossing Gibraltar strait to the other side, from
Tarifa to Tanger, the pattern will be repeated. Tanger
traditionally is in many ways a two or more-sided city.
Asilah, former Portuguese city, hosts the annual cultural
festival where manifestations from all over the world,
especially non-western, meet. It is also the city of Raisuli.

Tanger, La Otra Orilla (photo: Gianna)

Lixus and Larache

Lixus and Larache are located on differing sides of the Loukos River. Larache is mainly a Spanish colonial
port. Lixus is one of the oldest settlements in Morocco. In 1000 B.C. Phoenician traders arrived here.
After the Punic wars Carthaginian refugees strengthened the Punic element. Later Lixus developed into in
important Roman city. The garum (Roman fish sauce) factories in the lower city are still impressive and
they exported their products to the whole empire.



Asilh, Raisuli palace Loukos river

Chellah, Rabat and Salé
Further south, in Rabat, we meet the same situation. On both sides of the Bou Regreg (Father of
Reflection) river we will find various parts, covering different periods and cultures. The Phoenicians and
Carthaginians had trading posts in this river estuary, probably near Sala, which is present-day Chellah
The Romans established their southernmost trading colony here. They in turn were replaced by a Berber
kingdom, which combined the Koran laws with traditional customs. Arab, orthodox Islamic rulers from the
interior wanted to stamp out this heresy, however, and founded a Ribat - a fortified monastery - on the
site of the present-day Kasbah. This led to Chellah’s decline. About 1150 the city was left and a new city,
Salé was built on the opposite site of the river.

About the same time, half 12th c., the
Almohads rebuilt the Rabat Kasbah and a
city developed around it. This was the
launching point for the Spanish campaings
which led to their formidable empire, with
Marrakech at its centre, stretching from
the Atlantic coast to Tripoli in present-day
Lybia in the east and deep into Andalusia
in the north. Examples of their
outstanding architecture we will see in
Sevilla - the basic structure of the
immense cathedral, with the Giralda as
the culmination of their craft, the oldest
part of the Alcazar - and in Rabat, where
we will enter the Kasbah via the superb
Oudaia Gate and visit the ruins of the
Hassan Mosque.

In 1258 Sevilla was captured by Fernando | :
III. This led to the end of the AlImohad §
dynasty and, in the longer run, to the - I e D
expulsion of Andalusian Muslims from Rabat, Hassan Mosque, Minaret
Spain and the decline of Rabat.

A new chapter started when 17th c. Andalusian refugees founded in Rabat-Salé, under the name of New
Salé, the pirate Republic of the Bou Regreg. The estuary with its sand banks was an excellent site from
where to attack the merchant fleets. During their reign the Medina was rebuilt, modelled after Spanish
Badajoz where many of them came from. The republic came to an end under the ruthless centralising
policy of Moulay Ismail (1672-1727), though informal piracy existed for more than a century afterwards.
The Oudaia Gate received its name from the guard tribe placed their by Moulay Ismail to suppress the
Republic.

The French made Rabat the capital of their protectorate/colony, centre of Le Maroc utile. The first
resident-general, Hubert Lyautey, strictly respected the Moroccan culture: 'Do not offend a single
tradition, do not change a single habit'. This led, among else, to a clear separation between the
traditional Medina and the newly developed French quarter (Ville Nouvelle). The two parts can still clearly
be distinguised.



Tetouan (Open your eyes) and Chefchaouen (Look at Chaouen)

Tetouan and Chefchaouen were both founded as 15th c. refugee cities. Muslims as well as Jews were
expelled from Spain and brought with them the refinement of Moorish Andalusia. (Old) Tetouan reminds
of the Arab and Jewish quarters of Cérdoba and Sevilla. Chefchaouen, founded in 1471, was strongly
influenced by the people coming from the last Islam stronghold Granada, taken by the Spanish Catholic
Kings in 1492. Chefchaouen had a fierce anti-Christian climate.

Both cities were colonised in the early 20th c. Tetouan became the military centre to subjugate the Rif.
The Spanish at first were routed by the Berber leader Abd El Krim. In 1921 13,000 soldiers were killed at
Annoual. Only a combined Spanish-French force of 360,000 men was able to crush this Berber ‘rebellion’.
In 1936 the Spanish force, under General Franco, used this experience in their revolt against their own
government on ‘la otra orilla’ - mainland Spain - this way triggering the Spanish Civil War.

The forbidden city Chefchaouen was opened only in 1920. The Spanish were amazed to hear a sort of
mediaeval Spanish spoken and to find tannery techniques that had long been left behind in their own
country.

Ceuta

Our last stop may be a short stay in Ceuta. The permanent tension between Morocco and Spain may
illustrate how closely this city is connected to our course theme. No doubt Ceuta belongs, legally, to the
EU - but is it European or African?

Sinc a few years Ceuta has been known because of illegal immigrants trying to enter the Spain/the EU via
this city. These problems have been 'solved' in a way by the strictly closed border we will see. African
immigrants, however, try to find other ways to reach la otra orilla. Boat tragedies are sometimes the
outcome. As indicated above: on one of the last days of our course we will have the opportunity to speak
with an organisation which tries to give some help to these immigrants.

Partly based on:
+ The Rough Guide to Morocco
+ The Rough Guide to Andalucia



San Salvador (in Sevilla)

Reconstruction drawing Abderrahman II mosque (San Salvador)

The baroque collegiate church of San Salvador was built on the site a a former mosque, which was
constructed in the first half of the 9th century by Ibn Adabbas, under the emir Abderrahman II. During
the recent excavation and restoration works a column was found.




May Allah have pity with Abderrahmen b. Al Hakam, the righteous emir,
well guided by Allah, who ordered the construction of this mosque, under
direction of Umar b. Adabbaés, judge of Sevilla, in the year 824 (11.3.829 -
27.2.830). This was written by Abad al-Barr b Harun.

Possibly the mosque was built on a former Roman temple, which may have been the first cathedral of
Sevilla. When Fernando el Santo conquered Sevilla (1248) he changed the mosque into a christian
church. Traces of the mosque are the ablution fountain, the Patio de los Naranjas and the basic structure
of the tower.



Seville: The Cathedral St. Mary of the See

Phases of construction

The present Cathedral of Seville is not only
hugest Gothic cathedral worldwide, but as well
an unusual example of the Gothic style. This is
due to the site where the Christians started to
build the Cathedral from the year 1433 on.

To understand its architecture, we must go
back to year 1172, when the AImohad reined in
Seville. In 1172, their caliph Abu Yaqub ordered
the construction of a new Moorish mosque,
which was finally finished after only 26 years in
1198. It counted with a huge courtyard of
ablution, a prayer room and a minaret. But the
Moorish could not enjoy their mosque too long,
as in 1248 the Christian king Ferdinand III
conquered the city of Seville and converted the
former mosque into a Christian temple,
dedicated to St. Mary of the See.

At the beginning of the 15 century, the
Cathedral’s Chapter decided the demolition of
the former mosque as the building was
suffering from numerous damages due to
earthquakes.

Finally, in 1433, the construction of the new
temple started. The new Cathedral was built on the former prayer room which had a rectangular shape.
This main part of the Cathedral was finished during the 15t century, when the Cathedral’s Chapter run
out of money. Construction went on once again in the Mid-16™ century. This time the ampliation was
built in the new Renaissance style and ended in the late-16%" century with the Mannerism style.

Some more extensions during the 18t and late-19t" century complement the Cathedral’s present
appearance.

I

Particularities of the Cathedral

A hidden Latin cross

Most large Gothic churches are of the Latin cross (or "cruciform") plan, with a long nave making the body
of the church, a transverse arm called the transept and, beyond it, an extension which may be called

the choir, chancel or presbytery. There are several regional variations on this plan.

Nevertheless, the architects of the Sevillian Cathedral had to adapt the traditional Gothic plan to the local
conditions with a rectangular mosque plan. That’s why we will find the choir and the high altar in the
middle of the building, forming there a small Latin cross which covers parts of the main nave and
indicates a transept.

The Isabelline style (Isabelline Gothic or Castilian late Gothic)
The Isabelline style was the dominant architectural style of

the Crown of Castile during the reign of Catholic Monarchs (late-
15th century to early-16th century). The style is named after
Queen Isabella of Castile, one of the Catholic Monarchs.

It represents the transition between late Gothic and

early Renaissance architecture, with original featuresand
decorative influences of the Castilian tradition, the Mudéjar,

the Flemish, and to a much lesser extent, Italian architecture.
The consideration or not of the Isabelline as a Gothic or
Renaissance style, or as an Eclectic style, or as a phase within a
greater Plateresque generic, is a question debated by historians
of art and unresolved.
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Traditional Gothic Cathedral's plan: Cathedral plan of Seville:
Cathedral of Cologne, Germany built on the former Muslim prayer room.

La Giralda - The bell tower

The Cathedral’s bell tower is, without a doubt, the greatest and
best-known symbol of Seville. More than eight centuries of
history contemplate its slenderness. Built by the Muslims, it
represents today a call to Christian celebrations.

Originally, it was the minaret of the Moorish mosque whose
construction began in 1172 and finished in 1198. With three
meters deep foundations, the bell tower rises in brick on a stone
base where several remains of Roman pedestals can be
appreciated. The external decoration is organized on a central
axis, with window bays and balconies. From the middle, they
spread out around the axis several large and rich sebka, an
ornate pattern carved in brick.

Sebka decoration.

: Sadd o e
The tower bell Giralda with the
lower Muslim and upper Christian part.

Sources:
+ Revista Catedral de Sevilla. Nimero 1;
+ John Allyne Gade: Cathedrals of Spain;
+  Wikipedia

Claudia Dobler
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Seville: Mudéjar Style

The Mudéjar style emerged as an architectural style in the 12% century on the Iberian Peninsula. It was
the artistic expression of a society in which Christians, Muslims and Jews lived alongside each other. The
name comes from the Hispano-Arabic word Mudajjan, meaning “domesticated” or “subdued”, in a
reference to Muslims who paid a special tax allowing them to live among Christians without having to
renounce their religion after the Christian Reconquest.

As it proved so difficult for the Christians to refill the cities once they have reconquered them from the
Muslims, the Islamic population could remain in the reconquered territories. This social situation
facilitated the appearance of a new artistic style in which two traditions - Christian and Islamic - merged.
The construction of the Mudéjar Palace in the Real Alcazar of Seville marks the peak of the process of
reintegration and cultural exchange in Southern Europe.

Peter I brought the best master builders from Granada and Toledo to work on his palace in collaboration
with the local Mudéjar craftsmen. With its compositions and the materials - bricks, ceramics, wood and
plaster- used in its making, the Mudéjar palace was heir to the Hispano-Muslim tradition. Marble was
used only in supports, columns and capitals.

LRI
RN

Construction maferials: wood Church Santa Marina:Cpo/a made of brick and plaster, Islamic
(doors), plaster (arches),marble decoration

(columns and capitals)
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Apart from the Mudéjar Palace, there are many other Sevillian buildings with remains of the Mudéjar
style:

+ The private Palace Casa de Pilatos which combines the Italian Renaissance Style with Islamic
elements

Eighteen churches in the historic city centre. Many of them mix up Romanesque or Gothic
architecture with Islamic elements

The Mudéjar style can even be found (to a lesser extend) in the former Spanish colonies in South
América where it was spread by the Spanish colonial rulers.

Claudia Dobler
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Seville: How to decipher the hidden language of monuments' decoration

Seville’s most important civic and religious buildings are full of hints about their periods of construction,
their builders and their historical background. Learn about these hints and you will be able to discover a
lot about the buildings and the people who lived and worked there.

Real Alcazar (Royal Palace of Seville)
Coat of arms and other simbols of Spanish monarchs:
Peter I (1350 - 1369):

Order of the Band King Peter's simbols mixed up with Islamic art.

The Catholic Kings (ending 15th/beginning 16th century):

One-headed eagle, king's crown, symbols of Castile & &
Ledn and Aragon & Sicily, Pomegranate.

14



Charles V (1516 - 1556):

Two-headed eagle, Emperor's Columns of Hercules; Plus Ultra Columns of Hercules, simbols of
crown ("Further beyond") Castile & Ledn

Emperor Charles V and his wife Isabel from Portugal
Christopher Colombus' Coat of Arms:
+ Simbols of Castile & Ledn, golden islands, five golden ancors.

+ Slogan: A Castilla y a Leéon Nuevo Mundo dio Colén ("To the
kingdoms of Castile & Leén, Colombus gave a New World.")

15



Islamic symbols:

Hand of Fatima: simbol of
protection

Geometric models:

expression of a philosophical principle
revealing divine beauty

Sources:
+ The Real Alcazar of Seville (P&M Ediciones);

Bildbandausgabe Koéniglicher Alcdzar von Sevilla. Uber Tausend Jahre Kunst und Architektur;
Real Alcazar de Sevilla (P&M Ediciones);

+  Wikipedia.

Claudia Dobler
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Cordoba: A Muslim City on the remains of a Roman Colony

The Muslim City of Cérdoba was built on the remains of the former Roman city. To understand Cérdoba,
we have to go back to Roman times and observe the Roman groundfloor of the city:

o

Roman city
We can make out the Forum and a second [
one, attached to the main forum. Within
the city walls, we find as well as the
theatre and the main streets, the cardo
maximus (N-S) in blue and a doble
decumanus (E-W) in green which leads
into the city from the East side, next to
the still existing temple of Claudio Marcel
Street and the circus. The southern part
of the city is an ampliation (Nova Urbs) of &
the I century AC, marked in red. &

Muslim city
On the map of Muslim Cdrdoba, you can distinguish two va
the Arrables (Ajarquia).

====== Muralla
4 K Puertas oJ

—x—xFosoentornoa ||| /&
los arrabales (mas /| //
tarde amurallado) J

L —
[

Arrabales [
g L4

Medina is an Arabic word (al-madinah) which means "the old city". The Medina is typically walled, with
narrow and maze-like streets. In the case of Cérdoba, the yellow-marked Medina is the part of the city
which was constructed on the Roman city. The Muslims took advantage of the Roman city walls and gates
and kept them for their own city without changing the groundfloor.

The gates of the city wall are called Bab (see as well article on Babs in Chefchauen) and are usually called
after the direction they went to (Bab Ishbiliyya - Gate of Seville).

Within the Medina we find the Jewish Quarter (Barrio Judio), crosshatched in purple lines. As the rest of
the Medina, it stands out for the irregular lanes and blind alleys, where you can easily get lost.

In the Northern part of the Medina you can still find part the Roman Cardo Maximus, the double
Decumanus and the site of the former forum. Compare it with the map of Roman Corduba!

17



Mediaeval city

As Cordoba was a fast-growing city during the Middle Ages, it had to be enlarged considerably. The city
counted 500.000 inhabitants during the 10t century. Some historians even think that the number could
be raised up to 1 million of inhabitants. The new district was constructed in the East of the Medina and is
called Ajarquia (pink part). The meaning of this Arabic word is “district or territory located east of a great
city and dependent on it.

Within the Ajarquia we find the Barrio Mozarabe, which was populated by Iberian Christians who lived
under Moorish rule in Al-Andalus. They remained unconverted to Islam, however they were most fluent in
Arabic and adopted elements of Arabic culture.

Sources:
+ Wikipedia,
+ http://www.virtimeplace.com/es/c%C3%B3rdoba-romana-imperial,
+ http://elauladehistoria.blogspot.com.es/2016/11/el-plano-de-las-ciudades-medievales.html

Claudia Dobler
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The Mezquita in Cordoba

Pt

] .
: = Campanario (Torre de Alminar)
d | Y e Puerta del Perddn
b 2 @) @ [ 1% Virgen de los Faroles
¥ : L 4 Puerta de Santa Catalina
F i Patiode los h:'j‘.:r‘. !?5. 5 Almansur-Becken

Puerta de las Palmas
Postigo de los Deanes
Postigo de la Leche

. Postigo de San Esteban
10.Postigo de San Miguel
11.Coro

12.Crucero

13.Capilla Mayor

14.Capilla Villaviciosa
15.Capilla Real

16.Capilla de San Pablo
17.Puerta del Palacio
18.Maksura

19.Mihrab Nuevo
20.Sacristia (Sala Capitular)
21. Capilla del Santo Cristo del Punto
22.Postigo del Sagrario

CONOTULRAWNEH

W S B e S
o o L e e
g G e = S o by WA S T Rl

AR e TR e S

wm s e R L R

Enlargement of Abd ar-Rhman II
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Enlargement of al-Mansur

The Mezquita

Mezquita (Spanish for "mosque", from the Arabic "Masjid"), is a Roman Catholic church in Cérdoba,
Spain, formerly an important Mosque during the period of Muslim rule. The construction of the Mezquita
(originally the Aljama Mosque) lasted for over two centuries. It started in 784 A.D. under the supervision
of the first Muslim Amir Abd ar-Rahman I, who used it as an adjunct to his palace and named it to honor
his wife. The site was that of the Visigothic cathedral of St. Vincent.

When the forces of Tariq ibn-Ziyad had first occupied Cérdoba in 711, it had been equitable that they and
the Christians would share the cathedral space, according to the historian ar-Réazi, who documented the
mosque's history. But with the establishment of the Umayyads in exile as emirs of Cérdoba, the
compromise space was no longer sufficient. Negotiations between the Emir and the bishop of Cérdoba,
eased by the promise of a large cash payment as well as permission to rebuild one of the extramural
churches that had been levelled at the time of the conquest, resulted in the Christians' relinquishing their
half of St. Vincent, which was razed and the new mosque, in its first phase, built upon the foundations.

Construction

The original architect, Sidi ben Ayub, had as his disposal columns in marble, porphyry and jasper from
the old Visigoth cathedral and from numerous Roman buildings, as well as many more shipped in form all
parts of the former Roman Empire. This ready-made building material could bear great weight, but the
architect was faced with the problem of the pillar’s varying size: many were much too tall but the vast
majority would not be tall enough, even when arched, to reach the intended height of the ceiling. The
long pillars he sank in the floor, whilst his solution for the short pillars (which may have been inspired by
roman aqueduct designs) was to place a second row of square columns on the apex, serving as a base
for the semicircular arches that support the roof. For extra strength and stability (and perhaps to echo
the shape of a date palm, much revered by the early Spanish Arabs), he introduces another, horseshoe-
shaped arch above the lower pillars.
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A second and purely aesthetic innovation was to alternate brick and stone in the arches, creating the red-
and-white striped pattern which gives a unity and distinctive character to the whole design. This
architectural tour the force was unprecedented in the Arab world and set the tone for all future
enlargements of the building, except the, later, Christian cathedral. And it was completed within a year of
its commencement in 785.

Later additions

The Mosque underwent numerous subsequent changes: Abd ar-Rahman III ordered a new minaret, while
Al-Hakam II, in 961, enlarged the plan of the bUIIdInV i the mihrab.

The mosque’s overall uniformity was 3w D g &
broken only by the culminating point of al-
Hakam II's tenth-century extension: the
domed cluster of pillars surrounding the |
mosque’s great jewel, the sacred Mihrab. |
And even here, although he lengthened
the prayer hall by a third, al-Hakam
carefully aligned the new mihrab at the
end of the same central aisle which had
led to the previous two. The mihrab had
two functions in Islamic worship: it
indicated the direction of Mecca (and
hence of prayer) and in amplified the
words of the imam, or prayer leader. At
Cordoba it was also of supreme beauty.
The paired pillars that flank the mihrab
and support its arch were taken form the
earlier mihrab of Abd ar-Rahman I, their
prominent position no doubt a mark of
respect by al-Hakam to his great
predecessor. The inner vestibule of the niche is quite simple in comparison, with a shell shaped ceiling
carved from a single block of marble. The chambers to either side, as well as the dome above the
mihrab, are decorated with exquisite mosaics of gold, rust-red, turquoise and green, the work of
Byzantine craftsmen supplied by the emperor Nicephorus II at al-Hakam’s request. These constitute

to maksura, where the caliph and his retinue would pray, a fitting monument to this scholarly and
sensitive ruler. Unique among all other mosques, the Mihrab does not point towards Mecca because the
foundations of the building are borrowed from the old Roman and Visigoth constructions.

The last of the reforms was carried out by Al-Mansur Ibn Abi Aamir in 987. This vizier-usurper and
warrior completed the enlargement by adding 7 rows of columns to the whole east side. The interior was
richly decorated contained the bells of the cathedral of Santiago de Compostela. After his successful
campaign against this centre of Christian pilgrimage Al-Mansur made his Christian captives carry them on
their shoulders from Galicia to Cordoba,. The reverse process took place after the capture of Cordoba by
Fernando el Santo in 1236.

It was the most magnificent of the more than 1,000 mosques in the city, and was at one time the second
largest mosque in the Muslim world. It was connected to the Caliph's palace by a raised walk-way,
allowing the ruler of Cordoba to visit the mosque without risking assassination. Today the Bishop's palace
stands on the site of the Caliph's.

al-Hakam's Mihrab

A Christian church

The very year (1236) that Cordoba was recaptured from the Moors, by King Ferdinand III of Castile (El
Santo) and rejoined Christendom, the mosque was reconsecrated a Christian church. Alfonso X oversaw
the construction of the Villaviciosa Chapel and the Royal Chapel within the structure of the mosque, but
later repented of this addition. The kings who followed added further Christian features: Enrique II rebuilt
the chapel in the 14th century.

The most significant alteration was the construction of a Renaissance cathedral nave in the middle of the
structure. It was constructed by permission of Carlos V, king of united Spain; once he saw what had been
built, he supposedly exclaimed, "You have built what you or others might have built anywhere, but you
have destroyed something unique in the world." However, the addition of the cathedral nave is believed
to have reinforced the edifice's structural stability, and its conversion to a Christian church (officially the
Cathedral of the Assumption of the Virgin) may have helped to preserve it when the Spanish Inquisition
was most active. However, it is well known that the locals, old Christians and converts alike, vehemently
protected the monument after the city was regained by the Christian kings.

From: Wikipedia, The Rough Guide to Andalucia

20



Streets of Cordoba

, Jewish
Calle Judios Street
Square of
g the Gra
9 market
Calle Albucasis
Albucasis Street
Moorish
Calle Moreria  district
street

Calle Lineros Linen Street

Saint
Calle San Ferdinand
Fernando

Street

Calle Alfonso Alfonso XIII

XIII Street
Puerta de Sevillian
Sevilla Gate

Cabellerizas | Royal
Reales Stables

Arab Muslim
physician and
surgeon (936-
1013) in Al-Andalus

Moorish
neighbourhood in
Chrisitan town.

King Ferdinand III
of Castille

Spanish King

This street refers to the Jewish who lived in Cérdoba in
the so called Jewish Quarter. The Golden Ages of Jewish
in Spain were during the Middle Ages under Muslim
government.

This square is popularly known as the “quarter of the
gipsies”. Nevertheless, it was constructed to house the
building of the Alhdndiga which was an establishment to
sell, buy and store grain. The alhdndigas were public
establishments managed by the city councils. The
building was composed of large and spacious warehouses
or markets.

Abulcasis is considered the greatest medieval surgeon to
have appeared from the Islamic World, and has been
described as the father of surgery. His greatest
contribution to medicine is the Kitab al-Tasrif, a thirty-
volume encyclopedia of medical practices. His pioneering
contributions to the field of surgical procedures and
instruments had an enormous impact in the East and
West well into the modern period, where some of his
discoveries are still applied in medicine to this day.

He was the first physician to describe an Abdominal
pregnancy a sub type of ectopic pregnancy, and the first
physician to identify the hereditary nature of haemophilia

The term “moreria” refers to the urban area which is
occupied by Moorish people within a Christian medieval
city.

After the Christian conquest of a Moorish town, the
Christians usually occupied the walled city whereas the
Moorish had to move to the exterior districts (arrabal)

Calle Lineros housed the linen workers buildings. Here
lived the day labourers who worked in the flax fields,
linen was stored and sold in this street.

Ferdinand III, 1199/1201 - 30 May 1252, called the
Saint, was King of Castile from 1217 and King of Ledn
from 1230 as well as King of Galicia from 1231. He was
one of the most successful kings of Castile, securing not
only the permanent union of the crowns of Castile and
Ledn, but also masterminding the most expansive
campaign of Reconquista yet.

(1886 -1941) was King of Spain from 1886 until the
proclamation of the Second Republic in 1931.

During his reign, Spain experienced major problems that
contributed to the end of the liberal monarchy. Amongst
them, problems arising from the Rif War and Catalan
nationalism.

This gate in the city wall of Cérdoba leads to Sevilla. It
was constructed in the Middle Ages when the Christians
enlarged the old city centre. Nevertheless, the Muslim
city had another Sevillian Gate (Bab al-Ishbiliya) which is
supposed having been situated in the today Street
Caballerizas and used to be a meeting point for women
during the Muslim rule of the city.

Royal Stables (in Spanish Caballerizas Reales) are a set
of stables in Cérdoba, Spain. The building is situated in
the historic centre and borders the Guadalquivir. The
stables housed the best stallions and mares of the royal
stud breed Andalusian horse.
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Plaza de San
Miguel

Calle Tesoro

Calle Sevilla

Calleja de la
Hoguera

Calle Valdés
Leal

Calle Julio
Romero
Torres

Archangel in
Juadism,
Christianity and
Islam

Saint
Michael’s
Square

Treasure
Street

Seville
Street

Lane of the
campfire/py
re

Valdés Leal Spanish Barroque

Street Painter

Julio

Romero Spanish Painter
Torres (1874 - 1930)
Street

Claudia Dobler

By royal decree of Felipe II in 1567, the Spanish Horse
breed with formalized standards was created, and a royal
stable was established in Cérdoba. The brand contained
an 'R' for Real ('royal') inside a 'C' for Cérdoba with a
corona (crown) on top of the 'C'; the royal stamp was
placed on horses produced in the Royal Stables.

The three religions all recognise Michael as an archangel.
For Jews, Micheal is the advocate of Israel, for Catholics
he is the leader of the army of God, the angel of death
and the guardian of the Church.

In Islam, he is the responsible for the forces of nature.

Its name derives from a legend, saying that one of the
houses stored a treasure inside of its walls. The street is
popularly known as Bell Street (Calle de las Campanas)
as well.

This street refers to the Sevillian capital and lead to the
Malaga street, which is named after another Andalusian
Province capital.

The lane 'de la Hoguera' has preserved the tipical
characterisitcs of a Moorish town: narrow lanes, change
of direction, tiny squares and dead ends. Here, you can
even find a mosque with its minaret (Mezquita de los
Andaluces) which was built in the 12th century during
the Almohade rule. The word 'Hoguera' means 'campfire
or 'pyre', but it is not clear why this lane has got this
name.

Born in Sevilla in 1622. Several of his paintings treat the
subjects of anitas, transience and mortality. Two
examples are In ictu oculi ('in the blink of an eye') and
Finis gloriae mundi (‘end of the world's glory'), painted
for the Charity Hospital in Seville.

He was born and died in Cérdoba, Spain, where he lived
most of his life. He is famous for his paintings of
Andalusian women who are always acomponyed by
Andalusian simbols such as oranges, a guitarr or wine.
His style was formed by influences of realism and
impressionism. When he moved to Madrid in 1914, his
paintings began to reflect the philosophical currents of
the times.

He is famous for his paintings representing Andalusian
women. In Cérdoba we find a museum dedicated to his
work.
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Baelo Claudia

The city of Baelo Claudia, located on the North side of the Straits of
Gibraltar, can be found on the West part of the Bolonia cove. The
mountain ranges of la Plata and San Bartolomé form an arch which
frames it with mountains, in such a way that the sea became its best
form of communication, to which it owes its wealth and reputation.
The fishing industry, mainly tuna, was its main source of income.
The excavations brought to light the most complete Roman urban
ensemble in the whole Iberian Peninsula, with monuments of
extraordinary interest such as the basilica, theatre, market and
temple of Isis. The ensemble also stands out for its spectacular
scenery, integrated into the Straits of Gibraltar Natural Park.

The needs of the people in the large cities in the Roman Empire for
essential food products for consumption and the difficulty in attaining
these in a well preserved state led to the growth of salting industries
along the coast of Cadiz. The natural conditions of the area were
exceptional for fishing, since the annual migration of tuna passed
through this point between the Atlantic and the Mediterranean.

Tuna was caught with almadraba (an Arabic word that denominates a
Phoenician technique still in use in the Mediterranean) nets and its
subsequent preservation constituted a flourishing industry, leading to
the creation and prosperity of Baelo Claudia. Once the fish arrived at
the factory, their fins, head, guts, milt, spawn and blood were =
removed. The fish was cut into cubes or spheres and was cut incised for it to absorb the salt. Then these
pieces were piled up in large containers or basins, dug into the ground, for them to be salted. Pieces of
fish and salt in equal proportions were positioned in successive layers, leaving approximately twenty days
before the salting process was considered to be finished. The salted fish was placed into amphorae closed
with a clay disc, which were then placed in the warehouses before they were moved.

The most valued and expensive product made in these factories was a fish sauce known as "garum". A
similar product, of a lower quality, was "liquamen". Greek plays have made reference to Spanish
"garum", as it was a much sought-after product in the Mediterranean market. This sauce could
accompany all types of meals as a dressing or seasoning, it stimulated the appetite and doctors usually
recommended it due to its nourishing and curing properties.

Angela Espin
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Tangier - Hotel Continental
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Overview Tanger Medina

Hotel Continental

Romantic 19th century hotel, near the very heart of the Medina, breath-taking views, former meeting
point of spies, and used in the James Bond film The Living Daylights
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Tangier: Urban Physiognomy

Bodj N'f- d'épuration

—

Portuguese Tanger superimposed over current street plan
from: Martin Malcolm Elbl, Portuguese Tangier (1471-1662),
colonial urban fabric as cross-cultural skeleton (2013)
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aun & Hogenberg, Tingis Lusitanis Tangiara (1575)

Commentary by Braun: "Tingis, which the Portuguese call Tanigara, is a large and ancient city, situated
not far from the western Mediterranean. At the time when the Goths ruled over Granada it was under
the rule of the chief of the city of Septa [Ceuta], until Arzilla [Asilah] was brought under the rule of the
Muslims; it has always been beautifully adorned, noble and very well built with many splendid works of
architecture.”

The engraving shows a fortified town, whereby only half the area within the walls is built up. The large
building in the background may be the governor's residence. In 1471 the Portuguese attacked Asilah,
whose inhabitants fled to Tangier. But that same year Tangier, too, was conquered, and remained in
Portuguese hands until 1580 (when Spain took over Portugal - see article Ksar el-Kebir ).

After a short renewed Portuguese period (1640-1662) the city was given to the English king Charles II
as a dowry when he married the Portuguese infanta. A Moroccan blockade forced the English to withdraw
already in 1684. They destroyed most of the city before their leaving.

In 1912 Morocco was divided between Spain (the north - /e Maroc inutile) and France (the middle and
southern part - le Maroc utile). Shortly after WWI, in 1924, the League of Nations made the city an
international zone. Apart from domination by Francoist Spain during WWII, this situation continued until
1956 when the city became part of independent Morocco.
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Ksar el Kebir (The great Fortress)

Context

The 16th century is the stage of large-scale and fundamental changes and conflicts, which still deeply
influence our own times.

In the eastern Mediterranean the Ottoman Empire has its greatest hour under Sultan Suleiman
Kanune (the 'law giver'), in the west known as 'the Magnificent' (born in 1494, Sultan from 1520
to 1566). He finds his opponent in the Spanish crown, the Hapsburg emperor Charles - I in Spain,
V as 'Holy Roman Emperor' (1500 - 1558). This conflict basically defines the fate of the Roman
'Mare Nostrum' heritage: split into 'dos orillas' or united. It also reflects the antagonism between
two of the great monotheistic religions: Islam and Christianity.

At the same time Europe's orientation changes from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic. After the
great discoveries of the 15th century the Atlantic Ocean develops from a barrier into a bridge to
new opportunities. Nec plus ultra becomes plus ultra. Here the Spanish crown meets other
expanding adversaries: the British and the Dutch. And here this geostrategic conflict is also
mingled with a religious one: Catholicism against the new Protestant religion.

Three battles
This overall scheme forms the backdrop for three important battles:

Near Lepanto (Greece, now Navpaktos) a combined western fleet (Spanish, Vatican, Venice and
Malta) defeated the Ottoman fleet in 1571. The forces of Suleiman's far less capable successor
Selim II ("the Sot") had just taken Nicosia (Cyprus) and Famagusta was still being beleagered
(see article ), with Marcantonio Bragadino as its heroic, Venetian, defender. The rescue fleet was
victorious in Lepanto and prevented a further Ottoman conquest. The western allies were,
however, not strong enough to reconquer Cyprus and safe Bragadino from his horrible fate.

In 1588 the Armada Invencible defied her own name by being routed in the north during an
expedition to punish and conquer England and defeat the Dutch revolt against Spain. Charles V's
son and successor, Philip II, sent a large fleet under command of his cousin Alonzo Pérez de
Guzman el Bueno, duke of Medina-Sidonia. This was the descendant of a legendary forefather ,
but described himself as "No soy hombre de mar, ni de guerra". The result was adisaster.

The third one is the Battle of Ksar el-Kebir or The battle of the three Kings, where an army under
the young king Sebastiano met its fate and the Portuguese sea-born empire's grave.

Ksar el Kebir
The battle of Ksar el-Kebir (= 'The large fortress': Ksar as in Alcazar and el-Kebir as in Quadalquivir, the
large river) resulted basically from the same opposing geostrategic forces. The Ottoman Empire - at the
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summit of its power in the 16th c. - aimed at expanding its influence along the north African coast to the
west, the Maghreb (‘west'). Part of this strategy was to interfere in a dynastic conflict in Morocco. They
supported the Emir Abd Al-Malik, uncle of the legitimate Sultan Abu Abdallah Mohammed II. The sultan,
Abu Abdallah, was disposed and turned to the Portuguese crown to ask for help to recover his throne.
He was welcomed by the young Portuguese king
Sebastian. Sebastian, grandson of emperor Charles V, had
become king at the age of three in 1557 and was educated
by the Jesuits. This influence may have changed his
idealism into religious fanaticism. Such an attitude must
have even been strengthened by the great Portuguese
renaissance writer Luis de Camoes, who described the
Portuguese as 'the greatest nation on earth' (to use a later
expression), with a great task to fulfill. This poem was read
for the first time at Sebastian's court in Sintra.

Such combined religious and 'nationalist’' zeal made
Sebastian change the basic attitude towards the colonial
empire. Conversion of the subjected people had always
been one of the factors, but now became the central one.
Sebastian planned a crusade.

Another factor was the wish to protect the Portuguese
interests and strongholds along the African coast, vital for
the connections within their huge sea-born empire - from
Brasil to the East Indies. Ottoman presence along this
coast was a fundamental strategic and commercial threat.
So the commercial bourgeoisie strongly supported
intervention.

The empire's wealth was used to gather a great army -
consisting of various nationalities - and an enormous fleet.
Figures are said to be 500 ships and an army of 18,000
men, including the complete Portuguese nobility. The feet
sailed on 24 June 1778 from Lagos and landed in the Portuguese fortress of Asilah. There the deposed
Sultan, Abu Abdallah, joined with 6,000 Moorish troops. The army marched to Ksar el-Kebir and is said to
have had lunch near to the prehistoric megalithic monument of M'Soura.

Meanwhile the Emir, Abd Al-Malik, had defined the conflict as jihad and gathered a large army to fight the
invading 'infidels'. In the centre he placed Moors whose families had been driven out of Spain, nearly a
century ago. Chefchauen inhabitants may have played a crucial role in this revenge. The central infantry
was surrounded by 10.000 men Ottoman-Morocccan cavalry. The Emir's strategy was to encircle the
Portuguese.

Dom Sebastiao




The armies camped near the city of Ksar el-Kebir on both sides of the Loukos river. On the 4th of August
fighting began. After four hours the Portuguese were completely defeated: 8,000 dead and 15,000 taken
prisoner - including the whole country's nobility. All three main players died. King Sebastian was killed
leading a charge in the centre. His body was never found back. His ally Sultan Abu Abdallah attempted to
flee, but was drowned in the Loukos river. The Ottoman supported usurper, Emir Abd Al-Malik also died
during battle. He was gravely ill already, but insisted on leading the jihad on horse-back. This proved to
be too much, but may have brought him an eternal place between the 70 virgins. Therefore the
expression 'The battle of the three kings'.

Afterwards

Abd Al-Malik was succeeded by his brother Ahmad al-Mansur,
who became the new sultan. After surviving this battle this al-
Mansur ('the victorious') became one of the most important
sultans. His later name Ahmed Addahbi (‘the golden one')
reflected his richness. In the first place he gathered enormous
wealth from the ransoms paid to free the Portuguese noble
prisoners. He also conquered Timbuktu and Mali, getting
control of the Saharan trade connections and the access to the
crucial south-Saharan gold sources.

Portugal suffered the opposite fate. The king had no successor.
Therefore Philip II of Spain could claim the throne because of
dynastic connections. He was the uncle of Sebastian. After an
invasion Portugal became part of the Spanish-Habsburg
Empire. Apart from military superiority it was easy for the
Spanish to bribe the leading families, after they had lost their
fortune paying ransoms to the Moroccans to free their
relatives. One of the other results of this situation was that
countries formally in war with Spain, like the Netherlands,
could legally conquer the Portuguese eastern territories. Which
they did.

In Portugal Sebastianismo is still the expression for the
expectation that once the 'King' will come back to bring
prosperity to this country which 'found the key to the world the
others call their own by now'. Ahmad al-Mansur

Fokko Dijkstra
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Phoenicians in Morocco

Setting off from today's Lebanon in the 2nd millennium BC, Phoenician merchants, travelling in small,
flat-bottomed boats equipped with sails and oars, established trading posts along the Mediterranean.
Tireless businessmen their aim was not to colonise the countries they visited but to exchange their goods
- bronze weapons, perfume, cloth - for local produce - skins, gold, silver, lead or tin.

Marsala Archaeological Museum, Punic Warship

In Morocco, they set up permanent settlements in Tangiers, Lixus and Essaouira. At Lixus, opposite the
modern Atlantic town of Larache, their presence is said to date to the 11th century BC. They were active
on the island off Essaouira several centuries later, during the 7th century BC. Their successors, the
Carthaginians, coming from Tunisia, followed the same route and visited the same regions. By the 5th
century BC, Carthage had replaced the Phoenicians and had become the richest town of the Western
Mediterranean.

Lixus excavations

Lixus, on the right bank of the River Loukkos, was one of the most important of the Phoenician
settlements. Excavations started here as early as 1925. An old excavation of the sector known as the
“Caroubier”, and the material from it, have recently been re-studied and a new trial trench dug. The aim
of the project was the reconstruction of the origins of the settlement. Several very useful conclusions
were drawn from this new study.

Loukkos river Salt production

The archaeologists found that between the end of the 11th and the middle of the 7th centuries BC, the
southern slope of the town had been used as a rubbish dump. Then, in the middle of the 7th century, the
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sector became urbanized, with Phoenician constructions being built on the dump. At the end of the 5th
century BC, a Punico-Mauretanian presence was noted, with no break in continuity following the
Phoenician occupation. So it looks as though the Carthaginians had immediately followed the earlier
Phoenicians, with the local people (known as the Mauretanians) nevertheless very evident. Mauretania
(not to be confused with present-day Mauritania) corresponded in the past to what is now northern
Morocco. The earliest leaders, perhaps ‘kings', were not recorded before the 2nd century BC, but the
Berber people, called Mauretanians, who lived in this area were known in literary sources since the 4th
century BC.

After this Punico-Mauretanian stage, a new Mauretanian phase of urbanization, at the beginning of the
2nd century BC, was revealed by a fairly well preserved architectural unit. This phase showed a clear
break with the preceding periods, indicating that the local populations had largely replaced the
Carthaginians.

Later, during the Early Roman Empire, the sector was unoccupied and served again as a rubbish dump.
From the end of the 4th to the beginning of the 5th century AD, a final Roman occupation took place,
deeply disturbed by the later Islamic ditches, with only a few walls remaining. This Islamic occupation is
dated to between the 12th and 14th centuries.

The site

The site’s Lower Town, spreading back from the modern road, consists largely of the ruins of factories for
the production of salt - still being panned nearby - and, as in Cotta, anchovy-paste garum. The factories
seem to have been developed in the early years of the first century AD and they remained in operation
until the Roman withdrawal.

Lower town: garum production

A track, some 100m down the road to Tanger, leads up to the Acropolis (upper town), passing on its way
eight rows of the Roman theatre and amphitheatre, unusually combined into a single structure. Its deep,
circular arena was adapted for circus games and the gladiatorial slaughter of animals.

Morocco, which Herodotus knew as ‘the wild-beast country’, was the major source for these Roman
venationes, and local colonists must have grown rich form the trade. Amid baths built into the side of the
theatre, a mosaic remains in situ, depicting Neptune and the Oceans.

Climbing above the baths and theatre, you pass through ramparts to the main fortifications of the
Acropolis - a somewhat confused network of walls and foundations - and temple sanctuaries, including an
early Chirstian basilica and a number of pre-Roman buildings. The most considerable of the sancturaries,
with their underground cisterns and porticoes preists quarters, were apparently rebuilt in the first century
AD., but even then retained Phoenician elements int their design.

Myth: Lixus and Hercules

The legendary associations of Lixus — and the site’s mystique — centre on the labours of Hercules. For
here, on an island in the estuary, Pliny and Strabo record reports of the palace of the ‘Lybyan’ (by which
they meant African) king Antaneus. Behind the palace stretched the garden of the Hesperides, to which
Hercules, as his penultimate Labour, was dispatched.

In the object of Hercules’ quest — the Golden Apples - it is not difficult to imagine the tangerines of
Northern Morocco, raises to legendary status by travellers’ tales. The site, too, seems to offer
reinforcement to conjectures of a mythic pre-Phoenician past. Megalithic stones have been found on the
Acropolis and the site was known to the Phoenicians as Makom Shemesh (City of the Sun).
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Chefchaouen, one of the most colored cities

Chefchaouen's inhabitants are connoisseurs of cleanliness, the
whiteness of the city being testament. Walls are regularly
repainted using the traditional method; lumps of limestone are
added to buckets of water and left to dissolve. The resulting
paint, white as milk, is washed over the town. Lime is widely
available in the medina and just as widely available is pigment,
which sits in the form of pretty powder in plastic bags lined up
outside shops. The ubiquitous blue climbs only halfway up the
walls. Local legend says that this is because traditionally
women applied it - but only as high as they could reach. Doors,
window frames, metalwork and trellising are picked out in
shades of blue from sapphire to cobalt, cornflower to turquoise.
The original life source of the town, the source - Rass el Maa -
sits before one of the seven medina doors (babs). The Rif
mountain water assembles locals and visitors alike. While men
laze on broad rocks, listening to the gushing gallons of water,
and tourists peer curiously, hordes of women see to the
laundry. Laundry is being done in public here, and with gusto.
Two washing units - complete with scrubbing blocks - supply a
congregation area for the scouring of carpets, animal skins,
and entire families' attire. The strong physique characterising
Chefchaouen's ladies is perhaps tribute to this tradition.

Babs of Chefchaouen
The geographical location of Chefchaouen provided the first
security measure for its residents. To further ensure their
safety a wall was built around the city. Seven main gates,
babs, were built through wich people could enter and exit the city. Each gate was named for a particular
reason.
Ask questions and use your knowledge of Arabic to match each name to the descrtiption of the gate..

+ Bab el Ain

+  Bab Souk

+ Bab el Mahrouq

+ Bab el Onsar

+ Bab Sebanine

+ Bab el Hammar

+ Bab el Mellah

Abdeslam Mouden
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Timeline relations Morocco/Andalusia

Period

c. 11th
B.C.

c. 9th -
4th B.C.

c. 5th

c. 200
B.C.

146 B.C.

c. 400

5th - 7th

711

c. 760

Early 10th

11th

c. 1080

c. 1145

1212

c. 1250 -
1500

second
half 15th

1578

17th

1921-
1956

Andalusia Morocco

Phoenicians found Cadiz Phoenicians settlements

Kingdom of Tartessos

Carthaginian and Greek
colonisation

Carthaginians take over
Phoenician settlements

Roman/Carthaginian rivalry.
Settlements receive
Carthaginian refugees after
Punic Wars

Roman colonisation

Fall of Carthago. Roman
dominated Berber Kingdom of
Mauretania (Juba II)

Roman rule (Baetica)

Vandals pass through Vandals pass through

Early 7th: Muhammed and

Visigoths beginning spread of Islam

Arab rule north of Sahara; Moors (Berber army) under Tariq
invade and conquer Andalusia

Abd ar-Rahman I proclaims
emirate of Cordoba

Moulay Idriss founds Idrissid
dynasty

Abd ar-Rahman II proclaims
Caliphate of Cordoba

Desintegration into Taifas ,
Medina Azahara destroyed by
Berber merceneries

Hilali tribes spread destruction

Almoravid dynasty (1062-1145) spread from Marrakech.
Invasion of Spain. Sevilla becomes Moorish capital in Spain

Almohad dynasty (1147-1248) spread from the High Atlas. New

capital in Rabat. Invasion of Spain

Almohad defeated by Christians (Las Navas de Tolosa). Mudéjar

style (Moorish craftsmen working for Christians)

Christian kings conquer Merinid dynasty(1248-1465)

Andalusia.
coast

1492 - Fall of Granada. Wattasid Dynasty (1465-1554)

Battle of Ksar el-Kebir (Battle of the three Kings). Portuguese
army crushed - Dom Sebastido ('Sebastianism') - rise to power
of the Saadien Ahmed 'El Mansour' (The victorious)

Pirate republic of Bou Regreg
set up by Anadalusian refugees

Spanish and French protectorates
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Portuguese attacks on Moroccan

Object

Tanger, Lixus, Chellah

Carmona, Lixus

Lixus
Baelo Claudia

Coérdoba
Baelo Claudia

Carmona, Cérdoba

Tarifa

Mezquita (Cérdoba)
Mezquita, Medina Azahara

Medina Azahara
First phase Alcazar, Sevilla

Sevilla

La Giralda, Torre del Oro,
Hassan tower, Oudaia gate
Alcazar (Sevilla), Capilla Real
(Cordoba)

Chellah
Asilah, Ceuta

Chaouen and Tetouan built
by Andalusian Refugees

Ksar el-Kebir

Rabat-Salé

European quarters outside
the medinas, Rabat (French),
Tetouan and Larache
(Spanish)



Some Information about Morocco

Men are typically referred to as "Sidi", the Arabic equivalent of "Mister". It is sometimes
shortened to Si. If you want to get the attention of a man you don't know, it is acceptable

gg;TessZO to simply call him Sidi. It is also common, when dealing with servers, to call them "Sidi
Mohammed". Hajj is used also as a title for those who hav completed the Hajj. Hajja is the
female equivalent
Northern Africa, bordering the North Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea, between

Location Algeria and Western Sahara. Strategic location near the Strait of Gibraltar. Slightly larger
than California.

Area Total: 446,550 km2, land:446,300 km2, water: 250 km?2.
Mediterranean, becoming more extreme in the interior.
In general the climate in Morocco remains quite dry for most of the year. You can expect a

Climate little bit of rain between November and March. The Moroccan climate also varies greatly
depending on where you are. The temperature is incredibly high in the southern and south
eastern desert areas. On the other hand, the temperature drops considerably in the higher
lying mountains areas, even getting to freezing point at night.

Natural Phosphates, iron, lead, zinc, fish, salt.

resources

Environment, Taking part in: biodiversity, climate change - Kyoto Protocol, desertification, endangered
International species, hazardous wastes, marine dumping, ozon layer protection, ship pollution,
agreements wetlands, whaling. Signed, but not ratified: environment modification, law of the sea.

Morocco: Almaghreb, country of Amazigh

Volubilis capital of the ancient Moors (Amazigh people) in Mauritania Tangitana

Mauretania Tingitana was a Roman province located in northwestern Africa, coinciding roughly with the
northern part of modern Morocco and the Spanish cities of Ceuta and Melilla. The province extended from
the northern peninsula, opposite Gibraltar, to Chellah (or Sala) and Volubilis to the south, and as far east
as the Oued Laou river. Its capital was the city of Tingis, modern Tangier, after which it was named. The
major cities of the province included Volubilis, Lixus and Tamuda.

In antiquity, Mauretania was originally an independent Berber kingdom on the Mediterranean coast of
northern Africa (named after the Maure tribe, after whom the Moors were named), corresponding to
western Algeria, and northern Morocco. The kingdom of Mauretania was not located where modern
Mauritania lies, on the Atlantic, coast south of the Western Sahara. Mauretania, ancient district of Africa
in Roman times. In a vague sense it meant only "the land of the Moors" and lay west of Numidia, but
more specifically it usually included most of present-day northern Morocco and western Algeria. The
district was not the same as modern Mauritania. It was a complex of native tribal units, but by the 2d
cent. BC when Jugurtha of Numidia was rebelling against Rome, Jugurtha's father-in-law, Bocchus, had
most of Mauretania under his control. The Roman influence became paramount, and Augustus, having
met opposition in restoring Juba II to the throne of Numidia, placed him instead (25 BC) as ruler.
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Andalusian shared families names Spain/North Morocco

We are now back to Las Otras Orillas. This year I wanted to share with all the participants famillies
names. Some of the family names can also be found in Andalucia.

1493 Avril 1502 Albero
1493 Abasco 1502 Mayo
1493 Abellan 1502 Calderon
1493 Abillo 1502 Alcora
1493 Ayala 1502 Alcudia
1493 Utrera 1502 Zayda
1493 Yennen 1502 Tabar
1493 Medina 1609 Rueda
1493 Abad 1609 Morabit
1493 Murcia 1809 Zapata

1493 Abass

Abdeslam Mouden
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Berbers and Arabs

The Berbers (Imazighen)

It is often thought the population of Morocco comprises two groups, the Berbers and the Arabs, and that
the Berbers, the original inhabitants, were forced to retreat to remote areas by invading Arabs. The truth,
however, is not that simple.

It is important, firstly, to establish who the Berbers actually are. The word 'Berber' derives from the
Greek-Latin barbarus, which applied to any 'uncivilised' or alien population group living outside the
Roman Empire. The word refers to a 'not-understandable' language (blah blah). The word was adopted
by the Arab invaders, who spoke of Beraber.

The Berbers call themselves Amazigh (sing.) or Imazighen (pl.), which means 'free people' or 'people of
noble descent'. The Berbers were unquestionably the foundation of the Moroccan population in recorded
history. However, the Berbers or Imazighen do not form a distinctive and homogenous ethnic group. One
encounters blonde people with blue eyes and dark-haired people with brown eyes. Over the centuries,
they intermarried with immigrants and occupying forces. Some came from the Iberian peninsula, others
by way of the North African coast from the Middle East and south of the Sahara.

From the middle of the seventh century, the Berbers experienced continual Arab influence, with three
waves of migration and conquest in the seventh, eleventh and thirteenth centuries.

Differences

The distinction between Arabs and Berbers is based largely on language and culture. It would thus be
more appropriate to distinguish between those who speak Arabic and those who speak Berber. This
distinction has gradually been consolidated; on the one hand, there are the urban areas of Morocco,
which have been influenced by Arabic language and culture and later by the French language, while on
the other, the rural Berber-speaking communities are largely untouched by Arab and Western culture.
The Imazighen have always had a major influence on Moroccan society and are proud of their
independence and naturally suspicious of externally imposed authority. Berber princes such as Jugurtha
and Juba ruled with in the constraints of the Roman Empire's administration but still wielded a degree of
authority. This occurred again under the great Almoravid, Almohad and Marinid Berber dynasties that
ruled from 800 to 1440. Once in power, they took on many Arabic trappings and though they established
themselves in the sultan's cities, adopting Arabic administrative systems and speaking Arabic as their
official language, they remained true to their Berber traditions in the ways they exercised authority. Their
power bases were the tribes from which they came, and they increased their influence by granting
favours and creating a alliances by marriage.

Arabic influences

Once the Prophet Mohammad had created an initial centre for Islam on the Arabian peninsula in the

seventh century, his successors began conquering neighbouring countries. Large areas of the Middle East

and North Africa were added to the Islamic empire. New converts from conquered nations were often

recruited for campaigns.
1.The first Arabs arriving on Moroccan soil came with the armies that overran the country in the
eighth century. Only a few of the soldiers were likely to have been Arabs originating from the
Arabian peninsula. Most were Berber Islamic converts from the eastern regions of the Maghreb.
The Arabisation of Morocco started with the arrival of Islam, not because of the great numbers of
Arabs, but because Arabic became the official language. The more contact one had with state
institutions the greater the influence of Arabic, at first mainly in the cities. Compared to the rapid
Islamisation of Morocco, the process of Arabisation was slow. As late as the eleventh century, an
Arab traveler wrote that Arabic was rarely heard only a few kilometres outside Fes, the political,
religious and cultural hub of Morocco and the Maghreb at the time.
2.In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, Morocco experienced a new wave of Arab immigration
as Bedouin tribes arrived from the eastern Maghreb. They probably numbered no more than
several tens of thousands, but by swelling, the ranks of the Arab section of society and by serving
in the sultans' armies they greatly influenced Moroccan history.
3.The third group of Arabic speakers arrived in 1492, fleeing the Catholic Reconquista in Spain.
This influx of tens of thousands of Andalusian Muslim to Morocco gave new economic and cultural
impetus to the areas they settled: the northern cities Fes, Rabat, Tetouan, Tangiers and the
newly established city Chefchaouen in the Rif. Their influence on language, poetry, music,
architecture, crafts and industry is evident to this day.

Text from: Paolo de Mas and Herman Obdeijn, Morocco in Time and Space, in Morocco, 5000 years of
Culture, 2005
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al-Hakam 11

Al-Hakam II succeeded to the Caliphate after the death of his father Abd-ar-Rahman III in 961. He
secured peace with the Catholic kingdoms of northern Iberia, and made use of the stability to develop
agriculture through the construction of irrigation works. Economic development was also encouraged
through the widening of streets and the building of markets.

Patron of knowledge

Hakam himself was very well versed in numerous sciences.

He would have books purchased from Damascus, Baghdad, =
Constantinople, Cairo, Mecca, Medina, Kufa, and Basra. His | i
status as a patron of knowledge brought him fame across ' :
the Muslim world to the point that even books written in
Persia, which was under Abbasid control, were dedicated to
him. During his reign, a massive translation effort was
undertaken, and many books were translated from Latin and
Greek into Arabic. He formed a joint committee of Muladi
Muslims and Mozarab Catholics for this task.
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Library

His personal library was large. Some accounts speak of him
having more than 600,000 books. However, Hitchcock
argues that any number in excess of 600 is "inconceivable".
The catalogue of library books itself was claimed to be 44
volumes long. According to Hitchcock, this may be because
"volume" and "page" were confused. Of special importance
to Al-Hakam was history, and he himself wrote a history of
al-Andalus. Following his death, Hajib Almanzor had all
"ancient science" books destroyed.

The, female, mathematician Labana of Cérdoba was
employed as Al-Hakam's private secretary. She was said to
be "thoroughly versed in the exact sciences; her talents
were equal to the solution of the most complex geometrical
and algebraic problems".

The famous physician, scientist, and surgeon Abu al-Qasim al-Zahrawi (Abulcasis) was also active in Al-
Hakam's court during his reign.

Construction projects

The Medina Azahara palace city, in 936 began by his father Abd-ar-Rahman III, was completed by Al-
Hakam II. He also expanded the main mosque of Cérdoba (962-966), the Mezquita. The famous mihrab -
the jewel of this mosque - was commissioned by al-Hakam.

Military conflict in North Africa

Whilst the internal administration was left increasingly to the Berber vizir Al-Mushafi, general Ghalib was
gradually gaining influence as leader of the army. He was chiefly preoccupied with repulsing the last
Norman attacks (966, 971), and with the struggle against the Zirids and the Fatimids in northern
Morocco. The Fatimids were defeated in Morocco in 974, while Al-Hakam II was able to maintain the
supremacy of the caliphate over the Catholic states of Navarre, Castile and Ledn.

Homosexuality

In his youth his loves seem to have been entirely homosexual. He was known to have openly kept a male
harem. This exclusivity was a problem, since it was essential to produce an heir. A resolution was
reached by his taking a concubine, Subh, who adopted the physical appearance of a ghulam or young
man - having a short haircut and wearing trousers. Al-Hakam supposedly gave her the male name of
Ja'far. The approach worked and Al-Hakam fathered a son, Hisham, by Subh.

Death and succession

Al-Hakam II suffered a stroke near the end of his life that curtailed his activities and may explain why he
was unable to properly prepare his son for leadership. Modern scholars have speculated that, based on
the historical descriptions of his death, it was another cerebrovascular stroke, possibly brought on by the
cold weather, that claimed his life in October 976. He was succeeded by his son, Hisham II al-Mu'ayad,
who was 11 years old at the time and was a nominal ruler under Almanzor.

From: wikipedia
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The Spanish Inquisition

With its large Muslim and Jewish populations,
medieval Spain was the only multiracial and multi-
religious country in western Europe, and much of the
development of Spanish civilization in religion,
literature, art, and architecture during the later Middle
Ages stemmed from this fact. The Jews had served
Spain and its monarchs well, providing an active
commercial class and an educated elite for many
administrative posts.

The Spanish Inquisition was independent of the
medieval Inquisition. It was established (1478) by
Ferdinand and Isabella with the reluctant approval of
Sixtus IV. One of the first and most notorious heads
was Tomas de Torquemada. It was entirely controlled
by the Spanish kings. Therefore the institution
became a political tool of the Monarchy to establish
the Modern State based in the religious unity.

The purpose of the Spanish Inquisition was to discover
and punish converted Jews, and later Muslims, who
were insincere. However, soon no Spaniard could feel
safe from it; thus, St. Ignatius of Loyola and St.
Theresa of Avila were investigated for heresy. The
censorship policy even condemned books approved by
the Holy See. The Spanish government tried to
establish the Inquisition in all its dominions; but in the
Spanish Netherlands the local officials did not
cooperate, and the inquisitors were chased (1510) out
of Naples, apparently with the pope's connivance. The Spanish Inquisition was finally abolished in 1834

The start of the Inquisition

Alonso de Ojeda, a Dominican friar from Seville, convinced Queen
Isabella of the existence of Crypto-Judaism among Andalusian
conversos during her stay in Seville between 1477 and 1478.

The monarchs decided to introduce the Inquisition to Castile to
discover and punish crypto-Jews, and requested the pope's assent.
Ferdinand II of Aragon pressured Pope Sixtus 4th to agree to an
Inquisition controlled by the monarchy by threatening to withdraw
military support at a time when the Turks were a threat to Rome.
On November 1, 1478, Pope Sixtus 4th published the Papal bull,
Exigit Sinceras Devotionis Affectus, through which he gave the
monarchs exclusive authority to name the inquisitors in their
kingdoms.

The first auto de fé was held in Seville on February 6, 1481: six
people were burned alive. From there, the Inquisition grew rapidly
in the Kingdom of Castile. By 1492, tribunals existed in eight
Castilian cities: Avila, Cérdoba, Jaén, Medina del Campo, Segovia,
Siguenza, Toledo, and Valladolid.

The Alhambra Decree, which ordered the expulsion of the Jews, was
issued in January 1492. The Jews of the kingdom of Castile
migrated mainly to Portugal (whence they were expelled in 1497)
and to North Africa. However, according to Henry Kamen, the Jews
of the kingdom of Aragon, went "to adjacent Christian lands, mainly
to Italy", rather than to Muslim lands as is often assumed. The

- . Sefardim, descendants of Spanish Jews, gradually migrated
Berruguete Auto de Fe presidido throughout Europe and North Africa, where they established
por Sto. Domingo de Guzman. 1493- communities in many cities. They also went to New Spain, the

1498 Ottoman Empire and North America (the American Southwest),

Central and South America.
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Muslims

The Inquisition not only hunted for false converts from Judaism among the conversos, but also searched
for false or relapsed converts among the Moriscos, forced converts from Islam. The Moriscos were mostly
concentrated in the recently conquered kingdom of Granada, in Aragon, and in Valencia. Officially, all
Muslims in the Crown of Castile had been forcibly converted to Christianity in 1502. Muslims in the Crown
of Aragon were obliged to convert in a decree by Charles 1st in 1526,

Many Moriscos were suspected of practising Islam in secret, and the jealousy with which they guarded
the privacy of their domestic life prevented the verification of this suspicion. Still, fears ran high among
the population that the Moriscos were traitorous, especially in Granada. The coast was regularly raided by
Barbary pirates backed by Spain's enemy the Ottoman Empire and the Moriscos were suspected of aiding
them.

In 1609 King Philip 3rd, upon the advice of his financial adviser the Duke of Lerma and Archbishop of
Valencia Juan de Ribera, decreed the Expulsion of the Moriscos. Hundreds of thousands of Moriscos were
expelled, some of them probably sincere Christians. The edict required: 'The Moriscos to depart, under
the pain of death and confiscation, without trial or sentence... to take with them no money, bullion,
jewels or bills of exchange.... just what they could carry.'So successful was the enterprise, in the space of
months, Spain was emptied of its Moriscos.

Protestants

The first trials against Lutheran groups, as such, took place between 1558 and 1562, at the beginning of
the reign of Philip 2nd, against two communities of Protestants from the cities of Valladolid and Seville
numbering about 120. The trials signaled a notable intensification of the Inquisition's activities. A number
of autos de fe were held, some of them presided over by members of the royal family and around 100
executions took place.
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Censorship

As one manifestation of the Counter-Reformation, the Spanish Inquisition worked actively to impede the
diffusion of heretical ideas in Spain by producing "Indices" of prohibited books. Such lists of prohibited
books were common in Europe a decade before the Inquisition published its first. The first Index
published in Spain in 1551 was, in reality, a reprinting of the Index published by the University of Louvain
in 1550, with an appendix dedicated to Spanish texts. Subsequent Indexes were published in 1559,
1583, 1612, 1632, and 1640. The Indexes included an enormous number of books of all types, though
special attention was dedicated to religious works, and, particularly, vernacular translations of the Bible.
Included in the Indexes, at one point, were many of the great works of Spanish literature. Also, a number
of religious writers who are today considered saints by the Catholic Church saw their works appear in the
Indexes. At first, this might seem counter-intuitive or even nonsensical - how were these Spanish authors
published in the first place if their texts were then prohibited by the Inquisition and placed in the Index?
The answer lies in the process of publication and censorship in Early Modern Spain. Books in Early
Modern Spain faced pre-publication licensing and approval (which could include modification) by both
secular and religious authorities. However, once approved and published, the circulating text also faced
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the possibility of post-hoc censorship by being denounced to the Inquisition - sometimes decades later.
Likewise, as Catholic theology evolved, once prohibited texts might be removed from the Index.
Although in theory the Indexes imposed enormous restrictions on the diffusion of culture in Spain, some
historians, such as Henry Kamen, argue that such strict control was impossible in practice and that there
was much more liberty in this respect than is often believed. And Irving Leonard has conclusively
demonstrated that, despite repeated royal prohibitions, romances of chivalry, such as Amadis of Gaul,
found their way to the New World with the blessing of the Inquisition. Moreover, with the coming of the
Age of Enlightenment in the 18th century, increasing numbers of licenses to possess and read prohibited
texts were granted.

Enlightenment

The arrival of the Enlightenment in Spain slowed inquisitorial activity. In the first half of the 18th century,
111 were condemned to be burned in person, and 117 in effigy, most of them for judaizing. In the reign
of Philip 5th, the first member of the Bourbon dynasty, there were 125 autos de fe, while in the reigns of
Charles 3rd and Charles 4th only 44.

During the 18th century, the Inquisition changed: Enlightened ideas were the closest threat that had to
be fought. The main figures of the Spanish Enlightenment were in favour of the abolition of the
Inquisition, and many were processed by the Holy Office, among them Olavide, in 1776; Iriarte, in 1779;
and Jovellanos, in 1796;

In its new role, the Inquisition tried to accentuate its function of censoring publications, but found that
Charles 3rd had secularized censorship procedures and, on many occasions, the authorization of the
Council of Castile hit the more intransigent position of the Inquisition. Since the Inquisition itself was an
arm of the state, being within the Council of Castile, civil, rather than ecclesiastical, censorship usually
prevailed. This loss of influence can also be explained because the foreign Enlightened texts entered the
peninsula through prominent members of the nobility or government influential people with whom it was
very difficult to interfere. Thus, for example, Diderot's Encyclopedia entered Spain thanks to special
licenses granted by the king.

Francisco Goya, The Inquisition Tribunal (Escena de Inquisicion ), 1812-1819.
Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Fernando, Madrid

Reconstitution and abolition

However, after the French Revolution the Council of Castile, fearing that revolutionary ideas would
penetrate Spain's borders, decided to reactivate the Holy Office that was directly charged with the
persecution of French works. An Inquisition edict of December 1789, that received the full approval of
Charles 4th, stated that:

Having news that several books have been scattered and promoted in these kingdoms... that, without
being contented with the simple narration events of a seditious nature... seem to form a theoretical and
practical code of independence from the legitimate powers.... destroying in this way the political and
social order... the reading of thirty and nine French works is prohibited, under fine..

The Inquisition was first abolished during the domination of Napoleon and the reign of Joseph Bonaparte
(1808-1812). In 1813, the liberal deputies of the Cortes of Cadiz also obtained its abolition. But the
Inquisition was reconstituted when Ferdinand 7th recovered the throne on July 1, 1814. Juan Antonio
Llorente, who had been the Inquisition's general secretary in 1789, became a Bonapartist and published a
critical history in 1817 from his French exile, based on his privileged access to its archives

Possibly as a result of Llorente's criticisms, the Inquisition was once again temporarily abolished during
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the three-year Liberal interlude known as the Trienio liberal (1820-23), but still the old system had not
yet had its last gasp. Later, during the period known as the Ominous Decade, the Inquisition was not
formally re-established, although, de facto, it returned under the so-called Congregation of the Meetings
of Faith, tolerated in the dioceses by King Ferdinand. On July 26, 1826 the "Meetings of Faith"
Congregation condemned and executed the school teacher Cayetano Ripoll, who thus became the
unfortunate /last person known to be executed by the Inquisition.

On that day, Ripoll was hanged in Valencia, for having taught deist principles. This execution occurred
against the backdrop of a European-wide scandal concerning the despotic attitudes still prevailing in
Spain.

Finally, on July 15, 1834, the Spanish Inquisition was definitively abolished by a Royal Decree sighed by
regent Maria Christina of the Two Sicilies, Ferdinand 7th's liberal widow, during the minority of Isabella II
and with the approval of the President of the Cabinet Francisco Martinez de la Rosa. (It is possible that
something similar to the Inquisition acted during the 1833-1839 First Carlist War, in the zones
dominated by the Carlists, since one of the government measures praised by Conde de Molina Carlos
Maria Isidro de Borbon was the re-implementation of the Inquisition to protect the Church). During the
Carlist Wars it was the conservatives who fought the liberals who wanted to reduce the Church's power,
amongst other reforms to liberalize the economy.

+ Encyclopedia Brittanica
+ Juan Antonio Llorente, Historia Critica de la Inquisicién en Espafia
+  Wikipedia

Angela Espin
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Spanish presence on the other shore

Throughout the 15th century, while the Christian conquest of the last Muslim kingdom of the Iberian
Peninsula, Granada, was coming to an end, the interest in the control of the other side of the Strait
became stronger. Two Christian kingdoms, Castile and Portugal, conquered Ceuta and Melilla. Both cities
became Spanish after the union of Spain and Portugal as a result of the death of the Portuguese king Don
Sebastiao in the Alcazarquivir battle (Ksar el Kebir), in Morocco.

Modern imperialism
Modern colonialism started in the 19th century. Spain had lost its American empire and was trying to
establish a territorial domain in the North of Africa. A military expedition conquered Tetouan in 1860,
starting what was called the African mission. Two years later the city was returned to Morocco after the
payment of an indemnity of 100 million gold francs
The Gibraltar Strait was a strategic site and became a focal point for different European countries.
+ Of course for Spain that had lost the last colonies of Cuba and Philippines after the war against
the USA;
« for England, who had controlled the Rock of Gibraltar since 1713 and was interested in assuring
the Mediterranean route to India through the Suez Canal;
+ for France, whose colonial interests were to control the Maghreb from Tunisia to the Atlantic
Ocean
+ and for Germany, whose Emperor William 2nd. landed in Tanger in 1905 and offered his support
to the Sultan.

This international tension was averted, temporally, in the Algeciras conference that established a
distribution of zones of influence between Spain and France, which were finally defined in 1912.
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The Spanish zone was located in the Rif Mountains, a poor and troubled area with a local population very
identified with their independence even against the Sultan. Then the so-called African War started.
Spanish military service could be avoided in those times for a fee, which meant that only poor people had
to become soldiers. This system and the cruelty of this war led to a strong popular movement against
colonialism that erupted, after a Spanish defeat by the Rifian guerrilla in El Barranco del Lobo in 1909
and the mobilization of reservists, in the so-called Tragic Week, a general strike and riots in Barcelona
when people - mainly women, mothers and wives of soldiers - tried to prevent the embarkation of the
troops. On the other hand, the war produced a special type of official who obtained promotion in the
army very quickly thanks to war merits. These officers, known as Africanists became a power apart from
the parliamentary control and developed a direct relationship with the King Alfonso 13th.
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Resistance and defeat - Abdelkrim and Annual

The mountains and the lack of roads made inland communication very difficult. The military operations
tried to control first the western area, Xauen was conquered in 1920 but it was surrounded by hostile
kabiles, and the road from this city to Tetouan was threatened by the guerrillas of Abdelkrim, leader of
the Rif’s resistance. In spite of the lack of control of the territory, the poor preparation of the troops,
armed with heavy and antiquated rifles and artillery, General Silvestre decided to open the way from
Melilla to Alhucemas, with the personal support of King Alfonso 13th and undertook an expedition. At the
beginning the troops advanced very swiftly, almost without firing a shot. Silvestre bought the loyalty of
the Rif’s tribes and did not proceed to disarm them.

The Melilla forces were
distributed among 144
small forts - blocaos -
many of them without
water. The distance
between them was
more or less 40 kms.
With such divided
forces it was not
possible to deal
efficiently with an
enemy attack.
Abdelkrim began |
attacks on the blocaos #g
with the support of the
kabilas. The main part
of the Spanish troops
were surrounded and
besieged in Annual.
General Silvestre
ordered the
evacuation but panic " -
seized troops and R ¥ = BN IS
officers while the Landings of Alhucemas, 1926
Rifians attacked and

massacred the retreating army. The number of killed soldiers might have been near 13.000. Silvestre s
body never was found.

The Disaster at Annual shocked public opinion, the government had to resign and a commission was
constituted by Parliament to clarify the responsibilities. This investigation was led by general Picasso who
found a lot of obstacles from the army to access to the orders and plans of the High Command. A
parliamentarian commission of responsibilities was nominated, the War Minister sent a short version of
the report to the deputies and the minutes of the Board of National Defense were not provided. The
rumour that the King was involved grew stronger and stronger. The Plenary Chamber was called for the
first of October 1923, but it never took place. General Primo de Rivera made a coup d'état, dissolved
Parliament and proclaimed the Dictatorship with the approval of the King, ending the process of
purification of responsibilities.

In 1926 a coalition of French and Spanish troops landed in Alhucemas and defeated Abdelkrim s troops.

Africanists: General Franco and Millén Astray Tetouan, ensanche, 1925 '
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The Second Republic and Franco

The end of the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera brought about the fall of the Monarchy. The 2nd Republic
was proclaimed. One of its main political aims was to reform the Spanish army which was overcrowded of
officials coming for African wars merits. The Africanists rejected that reform and from the beginning
started to conspire against the Republic. Franco was one of them. This colonial army, with the Moorish
troops, was the main support of the fascist coup d'état against the Republic. A significant number of
troops from the army of Africa were transported to continental Spain in an airlift established by Junkers
and Savoia-Marchetti, aircraft transport provided by Germany and Italy at the beginning of the Civil War.

WWII and after

The outbreak of the Second World War, and the policy of non-belligerence of the Franco regime, favoured
the maintenance of a significant military contingent in Morocco (which included, among other episodes,
the ephemeral Spanish occupation of Tangier in 1940). Again, the army absorbed much of the Spanish
budget in the protectorate. This trend continued even until Moroccan independence in 1956.

The Spanish intervention focused on the incipient