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É que nas veias corre-me basalto negro

No coração a ardência das caldeiras

O mar imenso me enche a alma

Tenho verde, tanto verde, tanta esperança.

In my veins flows the black basalt

In my heart the heat of the volcanoes

The immense sea fills my soul

I have green, so much green, so much hope.



Course story line

A central element in each Chain course is the story line: how do all these bits, pieces of information and 
experiences fit into one coherent scheme? Unfortunately it is sometimes difficult to have such a narrative 
order fit completely into the course chronology: you have to do with opening hours which are sometimes 
impossible to change. Below you find the ideal 'narrative order'.

Conception
We will begin the course on the bottom of an (extinct) vulcano, the Algar do Carvão . The map below 
shows the interior. Part of it has the name 'Cathedral'. This seems a good place to begin our story.

Birth
The next visit will be to the Gruta do Natal ,
another vulcano. The name, Christmas Cave,
comes from the fact that the cave was first
opened to the public on Christmas Day, 1969,
after the mess celebrated by the Archbishop of
the Portuguese Indian Provinces, D. José
Vieira Alvernaz. Walking and creeping on the
former, underground lava river - now
hardened into black rock - gives an impression
of the incredible natural forces once playing
here.

Life
Lava rock, originating from the earth's interior,
creates the possibility (and miracle) of life.
Our next visit wil be to the vineyards on lava
rock, once spread over the coastal parts of the
islands, now a more or less 'dying landscape',
since, among other reasons, this sort of wine
production can't compete anymore. A museum and the Unesco heritage list - vineyards on the island of 
Pico, which we will visit later - try to keep this memory alive.

Culture
Wine production is already a step from nature to culture. We will continue our quest climbing Monte Brasil,
one of the (vulcanic) additions to the island. From the top we will have an overview of the city of Angra 
do Heroísmo, recognised by Unesco as world heritage site.
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History
Entering the city we will first go to the Public Library and Regional Archives in the former baroque Palácio 
dos Bettencourt. The library is the second largest in Portugal. Entering the main hall and climbing the 
stairs we will find a number of tile panels with well-known events from the history of the Azores 
its relation to the mainland.

These panels will bring us to a few short drama performances - to be prepared later during a walk in 
Angra.
The archives have a facsimile of the map of Angra do Heroísmo by the Dutch discoverer/traveler/spy Jan 
Huyghen van Linschoten, who lived in Angra for two years (1590-92) after a shipwreck.
The map will be shown to us with explanations about the city. Afterwards we will discover the city 
ourselves comparing the present situation with the one seen by Van Linschoten. This will be connected 
with the historical scenes mentioned above (tile panels).

Conflict
On the way to the airport we will pass and see the military base, showing the strategic importance of the 
archipelago during the 20th c. (as in former and in current periods) - see article and article .

Crossing to Horta (Faial island)
From Terceira we wil travel to the island of Faial. Horta was and is well-known for two aspects, 
connecting the archipelago to the rest of the world. It used to be the former centre oftelegraph cables , 
comparable to what is now an internet exchange point. The second aspect is that the island is famous as 
a stopover for Atlantic sailors.

Celebration: dancing and drama
Horta is one of the places where traditional Azorean folk dance, the Chamarrita is still danced. They are 
trying to get the dance registered on the
Unesco list of immaterial world heritage. 

Survival
The next day we will enjoy the traces of
the former hard work on the
island: whale hunting and wine
production. During the morning we will
try to watch whales and dolphins. In the
afternoon we will visit the island of Pico
to see the traditional vineyards, a wine
museum, and also a museum about the
dangerous work of whale hunting. We
will also see traces of the former wine
production/industry.
 
The end
On the last course day we will visit the
most recent vulcano eruption in Faial and
in the Azorean archipelago,
the Capelinhos (1957). In the Interpretation Centre we will get an overview of the vulcanic processes 
taking place in the archipelago and the Mid-Atlantic ridge in general - below us! Then we will climb (part 
of) the vulcano to have our own certification celebration. On black rock new life appears.
 
Ana Baptista / Catarina Amaral / Fokko Dijkstra
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The Azores - Pictures and History
Terceira island

Terceira Island map View of Angra do Heroísmo,
a Unesco world heritage site

 
Faial island

Faial Island at dusk Faial Island Map
 
Formation of Ponta dos Capelinhos (most leftward portion of the island on the map above): "A volcanic 
eruption lasted for 13 months, from September 27th, 1957 until October 24th, 1958, which may have 
been two overlapping volcanic eruptions. While enlarging the land by 2,4 km², it spawned 300 seismic 
events, hurled ash 1 km, destroyed 300 houses in the parishes of Capelo and Praia do Norte and caused 
the evacuation of 2,000 people (emigration to the US and Canada ). On October 25th, the volcano 
entered a period of dormancy. Although it is not considered potentially active, it is a part of an active 
fissural volcanic complex." (from Wikipedia)
 

Volcanic eruption in Capelinhos - 1957 The island of Faial expanded after the eruption of
1957
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Pico island

Pico Island map

Dolphins in the Strait
between Pico and Faial

Ana Baptista and Catarina Amaral
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Monte Brasil

Mount Brasil is a peninsula in the city of Angra do
Heroísmo, supposed to be more than 20.000 years
old (therefore geologically very young). It resulted
from a submarine eruption that, through violent
explosions, creating ardent clouds, threw all sorts of
volcanic material into the air. These ardent clouds
were composed by a hot mixture of gases and solid
materials. The released materials led to the
deposits that gave birth to a small islet which would
later connect to the main island. The isthmus is
circa 500m wide and 500m long.

The now extinct volcano reveals a crater
surrounded by four peaks. There are lava tubes
underneath and the geomorphology of the
landscape shows clear evidence of the volcanic
activity.
The eruption allowed the formation of fossils, since,
as it happened in Pompeii, with the well-known
Vesuvius eruption, the pristine vegetation got
trapped and wrapped under layers of ashes and
lava. Such preservation is nowadays a most
important element to help research into the
primeval nature of the landscape and vegetation,
before the arrival of humans and other mammals.
The islands escaped the ice age period (Pleistocene)
and so it is still possible to find vestiges of the old
flora of the Tertiary (laurissilva forest), a most rare
and precious relic of those times. The easily seen
holes on the Fanal Bay slope side show the place
where ancient trees once were (probably Laurus
Azorica), as were the endemic Hedere Azorica and
other herbaceous plants typical of the Tertiary
period.

Geo-structures and fossils in Mount Brasil
Human occupation
After the discovery of the islands, during the 15th and 16th c., a whole set of fortresses was built around 
the peninsula of Mount Brasil by the Portuguese rulers. But its most impressive construction is Fort of S. 
João Baptista, built in the end of the 16th and throughout the 17th c. during the Iberian Union by the 
Spaniards and the Portuguese in the years that followed, encircling the Mount and comprising the 
previous defensive buildings.
In the times of World War I, the Fort became a concentration camp for German and Austro-Hungarians. 
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Mount Brasil seen fromthe side of Fanal Bay

The old caldera ofthe volcanic cone in Mount
Brasil



After, in the years of the “Estado Novo” (dictatorship), it served as a political and military prison. Today, 
the Mount still hosts Military Forces in the Fort of S. João Baptista. However, the area also comprises a 
natural reserve and a green Park inviting to leisure activities.
One of the Peaks of the volcano is called the Whales' Peak. From here whalers used to keep sight on the 
eventual appearance of a whale. Nowadays it is still used to trace whales or dolphins for the touristic 
activity of whale-watching. On a bright clear day, from the top of the peaks, looking west, one can see S.
Jorge and Pico islands.
 

Sources

• O vulcão do Monte Brasil 
• wiikipedia 
• Pictures from websites 

Ana Baptista
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Peak of Whales - whale searching cabin Catarina searching whales, 
Ana whale-dreaming



Algar do Carvão

The Algar do Carvão is located within the caldera of Guilherme Moniz volcano, an ancient dormant 
volcano. The Algar is composed by a vertical chimney 45m high, widened at the bottom. Once inside the 
Algar, one can descend up to 100m deep.

Profile map of Algar do Carvão. Source: Os
Montanheiros Algar do Carvão - Chimney

The Algar do Carvão genesis lies on two distinct eruptions: the first, originated the biggest and most 
ancient part of the Algar, and is known as the big eruption of "Pico Alto” volcano (about 3200 years B.P.).
It formed a great volcanic massif made of trachyte lava, increasing the limits of the existing island by 
several kilometers. The second eruption (about 2100 to 1700 years B.P.), released a different type of 
lava, basalt lava, and formed two cinder cones, shaping the existing chimney.
In the first eruption, the release of trachyte lava, which is very viscous, resulted in the formation of the 
two main vaults visible at Algar do Carvão and the area that would later become the lagoon. With the 
second eruption, the basalt lava, much more fluid, coated the former wall created by the first eruption, 
creating a layered effect that is still visible at some points of the Algar. Composed by a much more fluid 
lava, this second eruption expelled most of the lava from the eruption to the outside of the volcanic 
chimney. The remaining lava receded into the deep magma chamber, creating an empty volcanic pit, 
thus creating the Algar as it is nowadays.

Due to the chemical profile of the lavas present during both eruptions, this cave has some of the world's 
most remarkable silica stalactites and stalagmites. Once infiltrated through the small fissures present in 
the volcanic rock, rainwater from above dissolves the iron and silica minerals present in the rock. It then 
travels through the rock massif and finally drips from the Algar ceiling to the lagoon below, depositing on 
the cave walls and floor the dissolved minerals in the form of beautiful white silica stalactites and 
stalagmites. Some present red-veined patterns resulting from the oxidation of the iron particles.

Silica stalactites Gas bubble mould
 
Other beautiful volcanic manifestations are also visible, such as the black obsidian coating part of the 
walls or forming suspended blades and dripping marks originated by the fusion of the primitive wall 
during the second eruption. There is also a very impressive mould of a gas bubble trapped during the 
first eruption, where gas was trapped by the extremely viscous lava that burst during the second 
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eruption. In the bubble mould one can see the layering effect, created by the passage of two different 
lava types: trachyte lava forming the primary wall and the basalt layer deposited by the second eruption.

Lagoon
In the lowest part of the Algar, there is a lagoon formed by rain water that infiltrates from the surface 
and through a few small water springs located below the Algar. At the peak of the rain season, the lagoon
can accumulate 400m3 of water, raising up to 15m high, making it impossible to descend to the lowest 
levels of the Algar. In years with very low rainfall, the lagoon can almost completely disappear.

The Discovery of Algar do Carvão
The exact date of the discovery of Algar
do Carvão is unknown. However, there
are records of the existence of the Algar
prior to 1893. Nonetheless, due to the
lack of means and adequate gear for the
exploration of a vertical cavity, the first
descent to the Algar was only
accomplished in 1893, on the
26th January, and it was done by Cândido
Corvelo and José Luís Sequeira, using a
simple rope. The second descent would
only happen 40 years later, in 1934. It
was performed by Didier Couto, who
made the first draft of the Algar's layout,
supported by the possible observation,
since natural light cannot reach all of the
Algar. However, these first drafts were
later considered quite accurate. It would take another 30 years before an organized exploration of the 
Algar was possible. In August 18th 1963, a group of enthusiasts explored the Algar, later becoming the 
present “Os Montanheiros” Association. However, lowering one person at a time through the volcanic 
chimney was not only risky, but very time consuming as well and they soon realised a different access to 
the cavity was needed. So, they began the construction of an access tunnel on the 28th May 1965, 
completing it on the 28th November 1966. After that, and within time, the staircases were built and 
artificial lighting was installed. On the 1st December 1968, the Algar was first opened to the general 
public, soon becoming the most popular volcanic cave of the island.

The formation of a volcanic pit
The formation of the volcanic pit includes three distinct phases:
1 – the volcanic eruption and the consequent magma ascension to the surface
2 – the opening of a secondary vent and partial drain of the main chambers
3 – the end of the eruption, cooling and solidification of the lava materials
4 – eventual collapse of part of the walls and colonization by living organisms such as plants and animals.
 

Stages involved in the creation of a volcanic pit
From: Os Montanheiros.

 
Catarina Amaral
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Christmas Cave / Gruta do Natal

Christmas Cave (or “Gruta do Natal” in Portuguese) is one of the few volcanic cavities open to the public 
in Terceira. Its genesis is unknown. However, the accepted theory attributes its origin to lava streams 
originated by volcanic fissures between the peaks present at the site. It is a lava tube with a total length 
of 697 metres, almost completely horizontal and therefore of easy passage. It has a maximum height of 
12 metres and a maximum width of 7 metres.
 

Christmas Cave 

The cave was known throughout times as “Black Gallery” and “Horse Cave”, due to the finding of a horse 
remains. Eventually it received its current name, Christmas Cave, after the celebration of a Christmas 
Mass in 1969 by the Archbishop of the Portuguese Indian Provinces, D. José Vieira Alvernaz. This is the 
date of the official opening of the cave to the general public. Since then, several masses have been 
celebrated there as well as a wedding and a baptism.
It is located on a beautiful site, surrounded by a forest of Cryptomeria and runs partially below the 
beautiful little Black Lagoon. On the inside, it has become a teaching spot for the scientific community. It 
is possible to observe several lava formations such as:

Roped lava Lava stretching marks
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aa lava Dripping lava

Lava tube formation
Lava tubes are a type of lava cave formed when an active low-viscosity lava flow develops a continuous 
and hard crust, which thickens and forms a roof above the still-flowing lava stream. Lava usually leaves 
the point of eruption in channels. These channels tend to stay very hot as their surroundings cool down. 
This means they slowly develop walls around them as the surrounding lava cools and/or as the channel 
melts its way deeper. These channels can get deep enough to crust over, forming an insulating tube that 
keeps the lava molten and serves as a conduit for the flowing lava. These types of lava tubes tend to be 
closer to the lava eruption point.
After some time, as the eruption comes to an end, the lava is drained, lowering the lava level inside the 
tube. Eventually, all the lava is drained, creating the void inside the tube. As time goes by and vegetabe 
life starts to colonize the new soil, skylights can be formed, through the collapse of the lava ceiling.

Lava tube formation (Source: Os Montanheiros)

Catarina Amaral
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Three fortresses

Jan Huygen van Linschoten, Map of Angra, Terceira, Azores.
From Itinerario (1)

The map above was made around 1590 by the Dutch traveler/discoverer/spy Jan Huygen van Linschoten.
At the end of the 16th c. the Dutch (and the British) were interested in breaking the Portuguese/Spanish 
monopoly over the (Atlantic and Indian) sea routes to the east and west. Van Linschoten traveled from 
1583 until 1592 in the Portuguese empire as secretary of the archbishop of East-India (João Vicente da 
Fonseca) and collected information about routes and profitable products. His publication (1595) - after 
arriving back home - was an important source of information for the Dutch discoverers. From 1590 to 
1592 Van Linschoten stayed in Angra after his ship had been shipwrecked by a British fleet beleaguering 
the island of Terceira.
A close look at the map tells us much about the city at the end of the 16th c. and its relation to mainland 
Portugal.

The first fortress - discoveries
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At the highest point of the city, the (current) Alto da Memória, we now find an obelisk devoted to Dom 
Pedro, who in 1832 organised his troops here, against his despotic and usurper brother Dom Miguel. The 
monument was completed in 1856 and took the place of the first castle, Castelo dos Moinhos (Castle of 
the Mills), built in 1474 on the 'Acropolis' by the navigator and explorer João Vaz Corte Real who had the 
captaincy of Terceira in this period. The castle is visible on the map by Van Linschoten and as well on one
of the tile panels in Palácio Bettencourt (the library), built at the end of the 17th c. These first discoverers
built the fortress, a medieval castle at a high location, a bit away from the coast. The river, in 1474 
channeled into a man-made stone bedding, and watermills can be seen. The city streets were arranged 
according to this channel, which is now covered, invisible and out of use.
 
The second fortress - a seaborne empire
Van Linschoten showed a second fortress on his 1590 map: Forte de São Sebastião. It can also be seen 
on the tiles in the library (Bettencourt Palace). This fortress was, more or less, completed in 1580, so 
about a century after the first fortress.

This 16th century was the period of the Portuguese maritime empire. After the discoveries of the 15th 
century - India, 1498, by Vasco da Gama; Brazil, 1500, by Pedro Álvares Cabral - Portugal dominated the
complete East and part of the Atlantic. The Azores islands became crucially important as a stop - 'port of 
call' - since they are located favourably in the trade wind system of the northern hemisphere. Here ships 
could refresh water, wine and food during their last stop on the way back to Portugal. They could also 
wait here for war ships to protect them during this last part of their journey.
In the competing world of the 16th century's Atlantic Ocean this harbour facility needed protection and 
already in 1543 building a new fortress was recommended to king D. João III (r. 1521-1557): "(...) e 
porque a ilha da Angra he a mais importante nesta dobrar mais a força". The castle was built during the 
reign of Dom João and his grandson and successor Dom Sebastião (r. 1557 - 3-year-old! - until 1578), 
according to the modern, Italian military expertise, fit to endure ship artillery attacks. The illustrations 
show the canons aimed at the sea.
The name of the fortress and the king - S. Sebastião, the Roman officer and martyr who became, among 
else, one of the 'soldier saints' - are symbolic for the end of the Portuguese maritime empire.

The third fortress - under Spanish rule
The third fortress cannot be found on Van Linschoten's map. It did not exist during his stay in Angra 
(1590-1592). The young king Dom Sebastião - at the age of 24 - and nearly the complete Portuguese 
nobility died or were taken captive in 1578 in the battle of Ksar-el Kebir (Morocco), when they tried to 
begin a new crusade. The king's body was never found, nor did he leave a descendant/heir. One of the 
outcomes was the claim of the Spanish monarch, Philip II, to the Portuguese throne, since his mother, 
Isabella of Portugal, was the sister of João III. This claim was realised in 1580 when Portugal became 
part of Spain. The nobility - impoverished because of the ransoms they had paid to free the Ksar-el 
Kebir captives - could easily be bribed with Spanish gold from the 'New World'.
But: the Azores formed an exception. They did not recognise Philip II, but António, the - illegitimate - 
grandson of Dom Manuel (r. 1495-1521). António had also been taken prisoner at Ksar-el Kebir, but had 
been released. In 1580 he claimed the throne, but was defeated (by the Duce de Alba, well-known in the 
Netherlands as a harsh and cruel governor). After this defeat he fled to the Azores where he received 
support and formed an opposition government on Terceira, which lasted until 1583. Angra was the capital
of this government.
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The Spanish wanted to include this strategically and maritime crucial archipelago. They, however, failed 
in their first trial (1581). A fleet bombarded Angra and then landed at Salga bay, 12km east of Angra, 
near the village of São Sebastião (!). The islanders drove wild cattle to the enemy army and this decided 
the battle. The popular 'bull running' on the Azores may be an echo of this victory. A (later) plaquette on 
the fortress of S. Sebastião still reminds of the defender of Angra, Ciprião de Figueiredo.
The next year the Spanish were more successful. An Azorean fleet - supported by some French, Dutch 
and English ships - was defeated. António fled to France. A year later (1583) his supporters were 
completely defeated near Angra. The Spanish crown could occupy the Azores and unite the archipelago 
with Spain.
It was clear to the Spanish, however, that the English and the - already revolting - Dutch would prove to 
be a grave threat to this nerve centre of trans-atlantic trade. Shortly after the conquest (in 1593), they 
began to build a new fortress on Mount Brasil, the promontory west of the city, replacing the minor 
former Portuguese fortifications. In addition to the outward defence, the fortress also guaranteed the 
domination over the (Portuguese) islanders.

Lebreton, The bay of Angra do Heroísmo,
with the fortress S. João Baptista", 1850
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The dual monarchy/Spanish domination lasted until 1640. The Spanish "imperial overstretch" - 
involvement in the Thirty Years War, Catalonian revolt, Guerra de Flandres/Dutch Revolt, balance of 
power with the Ottman Empire in the Mediterranean - created the background for a successful 
Portuguese revolt, the Restauration (1640 - the name was given later, in the 19th c.). Two tile panels 
show the joy of the people in Angra and Praia. But the world had changed by then.
 

Angra do Heroísmo Praia

A new World Order
We can imagine the revolutionary changes in the world as seen by Van Linschoten (1562 - 1611), the 
one whose map will guide us through Angra. Borne in 1562, in 1578 he left - as a 16-year-old merchant 
apprentice - for Seville. In the meantime he had seen his 'country', the Provinces of the Netherlands 
(the Low Countries), revolt against the Spanish empire: theGuerra de Flandres or Eighty Years War.
He arrived in Seville in the year of the disastrous defeat in nearby Ksar-el-Kebir, which brought an end to
the Portuguese independence. From 1581 he saw, as secretary, the world in the east dominated by 
Portugal. His reports/book, however, contributed to the Dutch 'discovery' of the sea routes to the East 
and the successive conquests. This was 'legally' possible since Portugal was part of the Spanish empire, 
in war with the Republic of the United Provinces. 
While in the east, he must have heard
about the defeat of the 'Invincible'
Spanish Armada (1588) as part of the
Anglo-Spanish War and, partly, to punish
England for its support to the Dutch
revolt. Later English attempts to go on
and, among else, conquer the Azores to
bring about a revolt in Portugal, failed.
So in this short time span he saw the two
main 16th c. maritime superpowers lose
their dominance in the Atlantic.
 
Three fortresses
On the right a much later, 19th c.,
etching of the city of Angra by an
unknown artist (probably Dutch, because
of the word 'op'). Two fortresses can be
seen at the front. The oldest one has
already been replaced by the monument.
It is also interesting to see the volcanic
activity at the right.
 
(1) Itinerario, voyage ofte schipvaert, van Ian Huygen van Linschoten naer de Oost ofte Portugaels 
Indien, inhoudende een corte beschrijvinghe der selver landen ende zeecusten... (Amsterdam 1595-96).
 
Sources

•Wikipedia
•Michael Bussmann, Azoren, 2010

Fokko Dijkstra
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Terceira volcanoes - Algar do Carvão

Azores tectonics: divergent

The earth outer layer (the lithosphere - from lithos: 
stone) is a crust (0 to 100 km. thick) floating on the 
hot and viscous asthenosphere (from asthenes - 
weak). This layer consists of moving plates. Some are
moving from each other (divergent), others to each 
other (see article on tectonic plates ).

Azores triple junction

The Azores archipelago is located on the Azores triple
junction. The western part (Corvo and Flores) is 
separated from the eastern part by the Mid-Attlantic 
ridge. Both parts are moving away from each other 
(divergent). The eastern part itself is located on the 
very slow moving Terceira Rift between the Eurasian 
and the African plate.

At this relatively thin layer of the earth's surface 
volcanic activity resulted in a number of 
stratovolcanic islands.

Stratovolcanic structure

Successive eruptions result in layers (strata), 
consisting of hardened lava and erupted material.

A: inflow of magma through central vent; B: central 
vent; C: pyroclastic cone on the flank of the volcano; 
D: lava flow; E: sill; F: pyroclastic deposits; G: crater
and crater infill.

Terceira rift and volcanic complexes (from )

On the the eastern islands themselves the volcanoes 
are chronologically located from east to west, since 
an island 'moves away' from the thin spot. On 
Terceira we find four different (stratovolcanic) 
volcanic complexes:

• Cinco Picos (CPc - c. 370.000 BP), 
• Guilherme Moniz (GMc - c. 270.000 BP), 
• Pico Alto (PAv - 9000 to 1000 BP - part of 

GMc) and 
• Santa Barbara (SBv - c. 29.000 BP) 
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Within a cone (see above, structure: C) or caldera of 
an older, sleeping volcano a new eruption can take 
place. The Algar do Carvão (part of GMc - c. 2000 BP 
- same periode as PAv) is an example. Within the 
older vent glowing-hot basalt resulted in gas bubbles 
raising to the surface and exploding. This led to a 
strombolian type of vulcano: a sort of fireworks.

It will, of course, be very attractive to descend into 
such a former vent and have a close look. A 360-
photo impression of the interior (from ) and ...

Fokko Dijkstra
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Yasur mountain, Vanuatu,
strombolian eruption, july 2012



Azores and the Holy Spirit

In the end of the 12th century, a Calabrian monk named Gioacchino
(Joachim) da Fiore (1135-1202) spent his last years writing a peculiar
and prophetic interpretation of the Bible, in which he saw the division of
history into three ages, according to the Trinity, and the advent of the
age of the Holy Spirit, one of universal fraternity, love and giving, which
he located very close in time (1260). Those ideas are commonly
associated with catholic millenarian mystics.
Because he placed that advent in history – rather than in heaven –
among other things, his ideas were condemned by the Church as early
as 1215 (and again in 1256). Little did he know at the time that the
Azoreans were to carry his ideas into to the 21st century as the most
distinctive feature of Azorean culture, wherever they are.
The cult of the Holy Spirit, according to the ideas of Joachim da Fiore,
was undertaken by the left spiritualist wing of the Franciscans as well as
by many other popular movements, condemned by the Church. From
Sicily to Aragon the Franciscans spread their new cult, officially arriving in Portugal with the Franciscan 
Order as King Dennis (1261-1325) married Elizabeth of Aragon (1281), though there is evidence of their 
presence much earlier in Portugal.

The cult
When Azores were first incorporated into the western dynamics of expansion, around 1427, the 
Franciscans were the first to come to the islands, to attend the spiritual needs of the settlers and, very 
soon in Azorean history, there are references to the cult of the Holy Spirit; in the mid-16th century, it was
established enough to have the first hospital in Angra named after it.
The cult of the Holy Spirit has grown among the Azoreans ever since, in importance as in diversity, as 
every island has its own peculiarities in the rites, the festivities and even in the symbols. Its major public 
festivities are placed between Easter Sunday and the Pentecost Sunday, though it lasts throughout the 
year, and nowadays the regional holiday is the Holy Spirit Monday, right after the Pentecost.

Although every island has its own variations, the cult of the Holy Spirit always includes 
an Império (literally Empire), the particular chapel where it is held; the brotherhoods (Irmandades), 
comprising the brothers, voluntarily registered (and accepted) and who are all equal in rights and 
responsibilities, to whom is committed the organization of the festivities; the Bodo, the act of distributing
blessed offerings (meat, bread, sweet bread and wine) to all; and the Coroação (coronation), a 
procession to and from the local church, where the Emperor, usually a child, is coronate.
The cult of the Holy Spirit has as its main symbols the crown, the flag and the maces and ribbons.
All these features can be read about and studied more deeply elsewhere 
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cult_of_the_Holy_Spirit ). However, I would like to stress two or three distinctive 
features of the cult of the Holy Spirit in Azores.
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Crown of the Holy Spirit

A traditional coronation ceremony Império of the Holy
Spirit



• First and foremost, the fact that it is a cultural living fossil in the Azorean cultural landscape, 
since it has been lost anywhere where it was once practiced in Europe; like the giant turtles of 
the Galapagos Islands, the cult of the Holy Spirit survived here because of the distance from the 
main cultural and religious trends in Europe and because of the smallness of the communities 
where it is held.

• Secondly, the very distinctive religious faith it stands for, where all the risks, hazards and perils 
of human live are resolved in a feast of sharing and giving.

• And finally, the strong roots it has nowadays in Azorean culture, so that wherever we might find 
the cult of the Holy Spirit in the world – in several states in both Southern and Northern Brazil, 
Uruguay, California, New England, Hawaii, Canada – we can know for sure that an Azorean 
community has once settled and expanded there.

Luis Maciel
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The Bay of Angra

Baía de Angra as seen by Jan Huygen van Linschoten (c. 1590)

Current view from Monte Brasil

The Bay of Angra do Heroísmo has been a most important area from the early days, as soon as its 
strategic value was understood: protecting the island, harbouring the ships travelling all over the Atlantic 
and helping them escape the more than frequent attacks of pirates and corsairs. The bay is naturally 
protected by Monte Brasil and the cross protection of the Forts of S. João Baptista and S. Sebastião which
made it a safe port-of-call.
The trips of Vasco da Gama and Columbus made the Azores a fundamental stopover, namely for the 
trade routes of the ships coming from East filled with riches. This was so important that King D. Manuel I 
created the Armada das Ilhas (“Islands’ Fleet”) that would help protect the travelling caravels, carracks, 
galleons. A number of ships would leave Lisbon every year, heading west. The command of this Armada 
was set in Angra do Heroísmo (office kept in the same family till the 19th c.) and they were in charge of a
surveillance system that would detect the carracks coming from East, protect them from pirates and 
overview the supply of their water, food and other cargo needs. The whole scheme had to be operated 
with the help of other authorities on the central and western islands. The authorities in Corvo were in 
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charge of detecting the carracks and, as soon as that happened, tell them to proceed to Angra do 
Heroismo. Hence, when the Armada arrived from Lisbon they were updated about the pirates’ 
movements at the moment and then went to the Corvo area where they would stay for four months. 
They only returned to Lisbon when the last carrack of the year had arrived. So, this all helped Angra 
become a huge maritime base of international importance up to the appearance of the steam boats in the
19th c.

Porto das Pipas
The Porto das Pipas, in the Bay of Angra, goes back to the days of
the first settlements in the island of Terceira, when it was a small
anchorage spot. It would perform a major role in terms of the
redistribution of goods arriving to the island from all over the
world, not only in the island but also around the central group of
islands. The first picture of the Port is the drawing in Linschoten's
map, from the 16th c. It was altered within centuries till it got its
present features in the renovation done during the 1960s.
The Port received both the trade vessels and the war ones (Armada
das Ilhas) that were there to support them – to North and South
America, with the particular case of Brazil, to Spanish America and
the African coast, and to Asia, with the discovery of the maritime
route to India. Pipas thus became an international meeting-point.
It was the only transhipment and stowage port in the Atlantic. And
the quickest place to get fresh water and medical assistance for
sick crew members.
It was also the place where Vasco da Gama anchored when
arriving from his first voyage to India. The funeral procession to
bury his brother Paulo (who died during this return trip from India)
crossed the whole area to get to the burial site in the Monastery of
S. Francisco (where the present-day Museum of Angra is hosted).
It has only started to lose its importance in the end of the 19th c.,
mainly because of the increasing size of the ships and the
emergence of the air traffic. In 2004 it was replaced by the
Oceanic Port of Praia da Vitória, the biggest one in the Azores. In return it improved its aesthetics and 
leisure facilities opened up in 2007.

Cais da Alfândega
The Cais da Alfândega (Customs' Quay) is the oldest pier in the city, probably established around 1470 or
1500. Here landed all sorts of vessels. It even received steam boats in the 19th c. but they usually had to
anchor ashore because of the shallow waters of the Bay. The pier gave straight access to the Customs' 
Yard and building where all products were registered and stored. The pier was recently renovated. During
these works, vestiges of the old city of Angra were identified: an old fortification, three levels of stairs 
and yards and a complex water and sewage network entombed by five centuries of material depots. The 
first known picture (circa 1500) shows that the anchorage was near Monte Brasil (on the left, when 
looking at the picture above from the sea). The shipyards were near the water stream, facing a door that 
led to the fountains used to supply the ships (see above, Van Linschoten's map: the shipyards at the 
right of the quay; so right in the middle of the picture above). At first the Pier was just a pier. Then it 
added the function of custom taxing area. It was fortified, though the great protection was done by the 
forts from the 16th c. onwards. Circa 1610 the pier door grew in nobility reflecting the importance and 
intensity of the business that had turned the island into the universal stopover in the Sea of the Setting 
Sun.
In 1755, the tsunami that followed the Lisbon earthquake went through the Bay, over the sea door and 
reached Praça Velha. On the way back it devastated the door structures. The first Captain-General 
arriving to the island, in 1766, ordered the renovation of the site. That was the major change up to the 
present. It followed the Enlightenment ideas on modernity of Marquis de Pombal, the Prime-Minister of 
Portugal at the time. An ample yard was built connected to the Pier (that was elevated and widened) by 
two wide horseshoe-shaped stairs with stone arches above. Further back there was Igreja da 
Mesiricórdia/Church of Mercy dating from 1746. The supplying water fountains were moved to the centre 
of the stairs. The sea door, the guard houses and all that had been part of the place were left 
underneath, together with the debris that helped set the new foundations. In the 1800s a walk was built 
connecting the several old doors that opened to the sea. In the end of the 19th c. the arches disappeared
and the fountain was replaced by another one. From 1936 the water supply was closed down. The 
remains of the sea door were found in 1996 during renovation work.
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Caravela replica 'Vera Cruz' enters
the Porto das Pipas in 2008



Prainha (Little beach)
Prainha is a small and the only sandy beach in Angra, set in the northern part of the Bay of Angra. It is 
set next to the marina, the city doors, the Customs' Pier, the Nautical Club and between the two guarding
fortresses, S. Sebstião and S. João Baptista. For centuries it served as place of the gallows (see Van 
Linschoten's map) and shipyard of the caravels, brigs, carracks and all other sorts of ships crossing the 
Atlantic towards both the setting and the rising sun.

Customs' quay (Cais da Alfândega) and yard with
Igreja da Misericórdia

Prainha

Ana Baptista
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Praça Velha (Old Square) and Town Hall in Angra do Heroísmo

Praça Velha and Town Hall

Praça Velha
Praça Velha (Old Square) is the main centre of the city of 
Angra do Heroísmo, the first Portuguese city classified by 
UNESCO (1983). It was first called Praça dos Santos Cosme 
e Damião because of a small chapel first erected up the 
street João Vaz Corte Real and then moved here (see 
Linschoten's old map of Angra in article ). It was also named
Praça da Restauração on behalf of the restoration of the 
independence after the Iberian Union collapse.
The Square is the core centre of the city, the first 
Portuguese one to be built according to the urban ideals of 
the Renaissance to where two main street networks would 
converge. It served different pursuits throughout times: 
chicken and cattle Sunday market, bullfight arena, hanging 
scaffold stage during the Liberal War...

Praça Velha in the old days

Town Hall
The square is an ample open space where the Town Hall is 
set. This building, more than 450 years old, is one of the 
rare examples erected with such intent. Considered the most
beautiful Town Hall in the Azores, it hosts very important art
pieces. It is the third building on the place, the first one 
having been built by Captain-Donatary João Vaz Corte Real, 
in 1474, where he installed the Senate of Angra (it can also 
be seen on Linschoten's map). The second one was built in 
1610, after the huge earthquake of 1608 and the square 
was amplified at the time as well. In 1866, the third 
renovation was finished and the present building 
inaugurated.

Typical Portuguese pavement

Square
The pavement facing the Hall is made of small rectangular 
stones of lime and basalt, the typical Portuguese pavement 
structure (that can also be seen all over Portugal).

More than everything else, the Square is a symbol of 
independence and resistance to foreign or old regimen 
structures – here their inhabitants fought the Spaniards and 
their rule (16th–17th c.) and then the Portuguese Royalists 
(19th c.). Nowadays it still is one of the main meeting points
in the city.

Ana Baptista
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Jardim Duque da Terceira, Alto da Memória, Castelo dos Moinhos and Ribeira dos Moinhos

Jardim Duque da Terceira

The garden Duque da Terceira is one of the most beautiful classic gardens in the Archipelago of the 
Azores. It was ordered in 1882 by Afonso de Castro, aiming to make it a Public Promenade, and was 
designed by the Belgian agronomist Francisco José Gabriel. The design comprises a harmonious mixture 
of the French and English garden styles, hosting species introduced in Europe from the times of the 
Discoveries. The very specific weather and climatic conditions of the Azores make it a perfect setting for 
all sorts of plants to grow, giving way to a kind of Botanic Garden due to the variety of species 
(Araucaria, palm trees, eucalyptuses, magnolia, camellia, hibiscus, arboreal ferns, laurel…). It lies on the 
slope of the small hillock facing the Bay of Angra up to the top where a Memorial obelisk, Alto da 
Memória, is set.
The area of the garden was once part of the estates
(“Cercas”/”Fences”) of the Franciscan and Jesuit Monasteries
(today the Museum of Angra and the seat of the Regional
Government). One can still see parts of the old Franciscan
estate (“Cerca”): “Tanque do Preto” (The Pond of the Black),
an old irrigation tank; and an assemble of four tile panels,
displaying the Bible parable of the lost prodigal son (Lisbon,
1740), quite interesting in their display of rural, domestic
settings of the time.
The pavement is mostly made of basalt rock and the display of
the so-called Portuguese Pavement (“Calçada Portuguesa”)
portrays an iconographic setting of the Duke of Terceira,
Almeida Garrett (highly relevant figures of the Liberalism
Cause in the 19th century) and Vitorino Nemésio (one of the
20th century most important writers, born in the Azores). The
garden follows most of an ancient water stream tracing, on
which several mills once existed, and it is also possible to see
the ruins of one of those mills there.

Alto da Memória
At the top of the Garden Duque da Terceira there is an obelisk
standing as a memorial of the Civil Liberal War (1828-1834),
praising the liberal King D. Pedro IV’s role and cause. It was
built between 1845 and 1856 under a clear free-mason
inspiration, upon the ruins of the first castle/fort of the island
(Castelo dos Moinhos/”Mills Castle”), in the 1460-70s (see
article ). In the 19th c. the ruins of the castle were demolished
and the place gave way to this Memorial. The first stone laid
came from the harbour, having been stepped on by the King
himself when of his disembark in Angra, in 1832. The stones of
the ruins of the old Castle were used to build the Memorial. It
was most destroyed in the earthquake of 1980, which caused
huge damage in the islands of the Central Group, and rebuilt
again, re-inaugurated in 1985.
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Mill stone in the Garden Duque da
Terceira

Old view of Alto da Memória up
Angra's hillock



Castelo dos Moinhos
The Mills’ Castle was built by Álvaro Martins Homem, the founder of the city of Angra, who also piped the 
water of a nearby stream to make it feed a series of mills along the slope. Martins Homem expected to 
get the donation of the place but he was made Captain-Donatary of Praia instead. Angra was given to 
Captain-Donatary João Vaz Corte Real (see article ). The structure was only concluded in 1493 (under the
pressure felt to have structures to defend the islands from the increasing presence of enemies in their 
waters (namely Spaniards). Corte Real lived there, both as Captain-Donatary and Chief-Governor of the 
Castle.
During the War to end the Iberian Union, in the early 1640s, the Castle was heavily targeted by the 
artillery of Fort S. Sebastião and eventually lost its importance. As said above, its ruins were used in the 
19th c. to erect the Memorial to King D. Pedro IV.
 

Ribeira dos Moinhos
This water stream, both providing fresh water and a
sewage system, allowed the development of the urban
centre of Angra from the early days. Álvaro Martins Homem
(fellow-navigator of Corte Real, Captain-Donatary of Praia
between 1474-1482 and the founder of the city of Angra)
ordered the building of 12 mills along the stream bed to
help manufactures and the development of the place. They
grew along the slope and the tracing of the stream. As
there were several streams in the area, he collected their
waters diverting them to a “levada” (artificial water stone
bed pipe), that would gently carry them down the hillock. It
widened into a pond in the marsh land where the Old
Square is set now. The water of the stream (together with
the water from other streams) served several fountains in
the harbour to help supply the ships and also the main
houses and monasteries in the city. It also served the Mills’
Castle up the hillock.
Several crafts were implemented along the “levada”:
tanneries, linen and wood transforming units, cereal mills...
According to records, they produced 39 tons of wheat per
week in the 16th c. The importance of this water stream
grew along with the city. In 1600, the building of the “Royal
Pipe” got its water to the Fort of S. João Baptista. In the
20th century, the waters were diverted to feed two
hydroelectric plants. The former stone water bed finally
dried out. At that time, 42 ruins of mills were accounted,
besides several watermills.
In short, this more than essential water pipe for the
development of Angra was used for centuries until it was
closed down in 1956. As some parts can still be seen, there are studies underway to renovate it, namely 
for touristic purposes.

Ana Baptista

29

Drawing depicting the ancient Mill's Castle Illustration 1: Ruins of one of the
several mills along the water stream

In the old Monastery of S. Francisco (the
Museum) two pipes can still be seen: one to
provide fresh water, the other to be used as

sewage.



Library/Palace Bettencourt

Solar da Madre de Deus (Manor of the Mother of God)
- Today hosts the official residence of the Minister of

the Portuguese Republic 
The House before having been renovated

The building where the Public Library and the Regional Archive is hosted, in Angra, is an old house built 
between the end of the 17th and the beginning of the 18th century by the Bettencourt family. The first 
Bettencourt (from a French family – Normandy) to arrive in Terceira - Francisco de Bettencourt - came 
from Madeira with his family and died in Angra in 1562. The main family house is Manor of Madre de 
Deus, in Sta. Luzia, Angra, once an entail. One of his sons (João) was beheaded in 1582, in Praça Velha 
(Old Square) due to his support of the Spaniards during the war that led to the Iberian Union (1580-
1640). Another son (Henrique de Bettencourt de Vasconcellos) set a new family branch and the house 
where the Library is hosted today belonged to them.

Main entrance hall The ceiling with the coat of arms of the city of
Angra

The building suffered a lot of changes and renovation work throughout times. Of Baroque style, the main
entrance displays the coat of arms of the family. It has two floors (ground and noble floor) and a square 
tower. The ceilings are made of cedar and rich African wood with the coats of arms of the Bettencourt 
and the city of Angra.
The bookcases are made of Brazilian wood and two of them belonged to the Portuguese Romantic writer 
and liberal politician Almeida Garrett.
It was also the home of the last captain-general of the Royalist regimen in 1820 and 1821, Francisco de 
Araújo e Azevedo, who was replaced, in 1820 by Francisco Stockler. Azevedo remained in the island 
because he had family there but was murdered in 1821 on behalf of his leading the liberal insurrection in
the Fort of S. João Baptista that year.
In 1887 the manor was bought by the Portuguese State. Since then it served as Episcopal Palace, 
Lyceum and Post Office. In 1947 a huge renovation work took place to host the Regional Archives and 
the Regional Museum. It presently keeps more than half a million books and circa two million 
manuscripts. It added the panels by this time, made of tiles depicting the most important events in the 
history of the island.
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Tiles - Passeio da história

The first colonists

• Evangelos Adamos 
• Catarina Amaral 
• Peter Andernach 
• Małgorzata Góra 

Angra's Mills, lined from North
to South - they made the

Captain-donatary rich - his
house on the upper left).

Arrival of Vasco Da Gama

• Ana Baptista 
• Sotirios Gkalipis 
• Christian Hauck-Hahmann 
• Jonna Heikkinen 

Arrival of Vasco da Gama's
fleet in 1499, returning from

India.

The battle at Salga Bay

• Dietmar Ottmann 
• Catarina Gomez 
• Syrmo Kapoutsi 
• Marta Kosala 

Azorean farmers defeat the
first Spanish attack by sending

bulls (1581).

Under Spanish rule

• Maria Kitsati 
• Stephanie Linn 
• Luis Maciel 
• Milla Tapalinen 

Spanish domination (1583-
1640) via Jao Baptista fortress 

Free again

• Fokko Dijkstra 
• Hannelore Reil-Heining 
• Vincent Schoon 
• Maria Taouktsi 

Angra's Town Hall (1641) - the
Proclamation of Independance
by King D. João IV after the

end of the Iberian Union

Sources
• História dos Açores; A Família Bettencourt
• Genealogia dos apelidos dos Açores

Ana Baptista
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Pico vinyards

The Pico Island landscape reflects a unique response to viticulture on a small volcanic island and one that
has been evolving since the arrival of the first settlers in the 15th century. The extraordinarily beautiful 
man-made landscape of small, stone walled fields is testimony to generations of small-scale farmers who,
in a hostile environment, created a sustainable living and a much prized wine.

Pico, uninhabited until the mid-15th century, is the second largest of the nine islands of the Azores; Pico 
Mountain (a stratovolcano) dominates the island. It reaches a height of 2,351m above sea level, the 
highest point in Portugal. Part of the site is an actively farmed viticulture area immediately south of the 
island's main town, Madalena; to the north the area was formerly used for growing vines and figs but has
since been largely abandoned and is now extensively covered by vegetation, mainly clumps of heather as
much as several metres high. Within the Criação Velha area, traditional winegrowing continues, 
producing a sweet, much-prized and once widely exported dessert wine called Verdelho.

Characteristics

Walled fields

The geometrical network of small walled fields covers the strip of flat land 
along the coast. Constructed from irregular weather-worn black basalt 
stones, these tiny fields covered rocky land of no use for arable cultivation. 
They were constructed to shelter vines from sea breezes with walls around 
2m high. Groups of fields have two types of patterns: in the first, six small 
fields form a group with one main entrance; in the second and more common
arrangement two parallel groups of fields 'interlock' with narrow gaps at the 
ends of cross-walls to allow access along the strip. In general the fields were 
used for growing vines. Traditionally and still, cultivation and cropping is 
entirely by hand. None of the enclosures contains soil. The purpose of the 
little walled plots was to protect the crops from Atlantic winds and salt spray;
and for the walls to provide support for the vines themselves.

Rock tracks

Rock tracks along shore and between the fields: Immediately below the 
farmed zone is a strip of lava coastline, roughly 50-100m deep and too 
exposed to wind and salt spray. Along it ran a track, occasionally made-up 
but otherwise on the bare rock where the wheels of ox-carts loaded with 
produce ground out permanent ruts. The track was joined by other tracks 
running down through the vineyards at right angles to it. The whole network 
was connected with storage sheds and small ports along the rocky shore.

Cellars, distilleries and 
warehouses

Small groups of cellars are located in the settlements and near to cultivated 
land. These small one- or two-storey buildings, built from dry random, black, 
basalt stones, with shallow clay tile roofs, were inhabited seasonally during 
the grape harvest, with the upper storey being used as accommodation. 
Some settlements have as many as thirty cellars. Warehouses are larger 
storage buildings, similarly constructed.

Small ports and harbours

Lajido village, near Santa Luzia, is one of the largest of such ports, inhabited 
and now very much officially conserved. Its installations in place include a 
small quay, a ramp for sea-access, church, warehouses, tide well, and a 
manor house available to the public as an in situ museum.

Tidal wells

Owing to shortage of surface water, wells were dug through the rock to pick 
up underground watercourses. Either rectangular or square, their deep shafts
are lined with random stone. Around 20 still survive in the area, providing 
often brackish water for household use.

Houses and churches

In the northern part of the site there are several nucleated settlements with 
a strong urban character, such as Cachorro de Santa Luzia. Here are the 
houses of the viticulturalists together with many cellars and warehouses. In 
the west there are fewer small towns and more scattered cellars. The local 
vernacular architecture is most immediately characterized by brilliant white 
exteriors and, rarely, black-walled buildings, notably in Lajido.

Historical Description

The documentary history of Pico and its winegrowing has been well-researched but the fields themselves 
have hardly been studied, certainly not archaeologically and structurally. It is difficult at this stage to 
correlate the two types of evidence. Documentary references to wine-growing in the second half of the 
15th century have understandably encouraged a local belief that the system of land enclosure as we see 
it now is of that date. It may well be that the nominated areas, especially the Criação Velha area, 
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embrace an area of early viticulture and might even include fragments of early enclosure; but there is no 
proof of the original date of construction of the system of land allotment now existing on the ground. It 
clearly is not, in any case, of one period, since its structure shows phases and changes which suggest 
development over time.

In very broad terms, after initial clearance around the first, widely-spaced settlements, clusters of stone-
walled fields probably developed as land was cleared in the 16th-17th centuries. The main axial 
arrangements may well have been laid out in the 18th century when a small number of landlords, 
symbolised by the manor houses, owned much of the land. While small plots would always have been 
necessary for practical reasons, much of their present extensive rectilinear pattern could well be of the 
19th century when, instead of large estates, social and agricultural change encouraged the growth of a 
mosaic of land holdings cultivated by numerous ‘small farmers'.

Wine making was introduced by the Portuguese, probably in the 15th century. During the 16th century 
the Franciscan and Carmelite orders introduced improvements. The production reached its climax in the 
19th century when wine production was so extensive that significant quantities were exported.

Most of the formerly-cultivated area of stone-walled plots has been progressively abandoned since the 
phylloxera disease in the mid-late 19th century and during rural desertification throughout the 20th 
century.

• From Unesco world heritage 
• Photos from flickr 
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The Caldera - Faial Island

The Azores archipelago is located in a highly tectonic region. Therefore over the years countless volcanic 
phenomena have well marked the landscape we see today in every Azorean island.

The Faial caldera
The large Faial caldera started to be formed 550 thousand years ago (0.5 Ma - Million years ago). The 
last eruptive event occurred 1200 years ago. Ten thousand years ago, the caldera formation phase was 
followed by another one, essentially explosive, which gave origin to deposits of pumice stone and other 
pyroclastic materials that cover almost all the island surface. This was the phase when the magmatic 
chamber collapsed, which led to the caldera formation. This process created a pyroclastic material thick 
layer all over the island.
Nowadays the caldera’s interior still has some active volcanism, a phenomenon that was clearly seen 
during the Capelinhos’ volcanic eruption.
During a seismic crisis in May 1958 that led to this Capelinhos’ eruption, the caldera had its 
geomorphology changes with the opening of cracks that led to a breakage in its impermeability. Thus, the
water previously existing in small lakes got into the central part of the caldera, giving way to violent 
frantic explosions and fumaroles.
Huge seismic activity was felt all over during the 20th century namely in 1926, 1958, 1973 and 1998.
The caldera has a 2km diameter and a 400m depth. The caldera surface is covered by a Laurissilva 
endemic vegetation characteristic of a humid subtropical climate. At the bottom of the caldera we can still
find a cone formed in the last eruptive phase of the volcano that  resembles the Faial’s island.
 

Adapted from:
• http://parquesnaturais.azores.gov.pt/pt/faial/oquevisitar/trilhos/trilhospedestres/descida-da-

caldeira 
• http://www.azores-islands.info/uk/places/faial/caldeira-faial.html 
• https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilha_do_Faial 

Catarina Gomez
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Capelinhos volcano

Capelinhos volcano is a monogenetic volcano located within the volcanic complex of Capelo, on the 
western coast of Faial. It is a volcano of great importance because it was not only one of the 
biggest and most recent volcanic eruptions in the Azores, but also because it was the first submarine 
eruption thoroughly observed and documented, from the very beginning to the very end, making it an 
undisputed landmark in the world’s volcanology. This was only possible because it happened on a 
privileged location: near a populated island, equipped with functional roads and telephone lines.
Nowadays, the entire area surrounding the volcano is classified as protected landscape with high 
geological and biological interest, as part of the Natura 2000 Network. Furthermore, the Capelinhos 
lighthouse was converted into a viewpoint integrated on the Capelinhos Volcano Interpretation Centre, 
inaugurated on May 2008.
The Capelinhos eruption went on for 13
months, starting on the 27th September
1957 and ending on the 24th October
1958. It is postulated that there were in
fact two consecutive eruptions, the first
beginning on the 27th September 1957
and the second on the 14th May 1958. On
the 25th October 1958, the volcano
entered the dormant stage. However, it is
still considered an active volcano by
volcanologists.

The eruption
First Stage: From the 16th to the
27th September 1957 there was a strong
seismic activity in Faial, with over 200
registered earthquakes, reaching as high
level as V in the Mercalli intensity scale.
On the 23rd September, sea water began to bubble and three days later the volcanic activity increased 
rapidly, with the first
volcanic ashes being
released in jets,
reaching 1000m high,
and the formation of a
water steam cloud
reaching over 4000m
high. On September
27th, circa 6.45am, a
submarine eruption
began nearly 300m
away from the coast of
Faial (right in front of
Ponta dos Capelinhos).
From that moment on,
there was a constant
release of ashes,
volcanic gases and
pyroclasts. On the
13th October, there was
a decrease in the
frequency of the
emissions of pyroclasts
and volcanic gases;
however these were
soon replaced by violent
explosions, releasing
massive amounts of
ashes and volcanic bombs and the appearance of underwater lava streams. This violent phase continued 
until the 29th October, with constant emission of ashes clouds that caused the destruction of most of 
Faial’s crops and forced the evacuation of the populations near Capelinhos. On the 10th October, a small 
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Beginning of the Capelinhos eruption 



island appeared (known as “New Island”/"Ilha Nova"), 600m wide and 30m high. This small island had a 
horseshoe shape, with the crater opened to the ocean. It would grow up to 800m wide and 99m high, but
would ultimately sink into the crater on the 29thOctober.

Second Stage: The eruption’s 2nd stage began on the
4th November 1957, with the formation of a second
island. By November 12th, a small isthmus was formed,
connecting the new island with Faial. From this moment
on, the volcanic activity rapidly increased reaching its
peak on the first fortnight of December with the
formation of a volcanic cone. On the 16th December,
after a particularly violent night with heavy emission of
ashes and torrential rain, the explosive activity came to
an end, beginning the release of lava streams. Three
days later, a new period of violent explosions started
again, with new emissions of ash jets and volcanic
bombs, only ending on the 29th December.
 

Third Stage: From
January to April 1958
the ash jets
reappeared. By March,
two small rocky islets
present at the site
before the eruption
(see pictures above)
had totally
disappeared under the
ashes and the sand
blanket expelled by
the volcano. The ash
layer was several
metres thick, leading
to the burial of several
houses and the ruin of
many roofs. On the
night of the 12thMay a
severe seismic activity
took place, causing
the movement of the
tectonic plates.
Outside the Caldeira
(located in the centre
of Faial) some
geological lines rose 1,5m and in Praia do Norte village 2m wide gaps opened. In this village, all the 
houses were destroyed and in Capelo several suffered severe structural damage. By the 14th May, the 
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volcanic activity shifted to the strombolian type, with strong noises being heard and infrasonic sound 
waves felt. On this day, fumaroles were observed for the first time on the top of Caldeira, releasing water
vapour and sulphur. The eruption continued for a few months more, with moderate strombolian type 
explosions and several streams of lava being released, the last of which observed on the 21st October. 
Finally on the 24thOctober the last incandescent fragments were expelled.
Results
Overall, 24 million cubic meters of basalt melted rock were released. Capelinhos was the typical 
sequential example of the birth and development of the Azorean islands: it began as an underwater 
eruption and finished as a full land volcano.
As a result of the eruption, between May and October 1958, the Island’s total area (171,42km2) was 
increased by 2,50km2 (to a total of 173,02 km2). Nowadays that area has already been reduced to about
half (approximately 172,42 km2) due to the lack of consolidation of the new rock strata and the erosive 
action of the waves.

Catarina Amaral

Passeio da terra - story line

Passeio da terra

• Hannelore Reil-Heining 
• Catarina Amaral 
• Jonna Heikkinen 
• Maria Kitsati 

Conception and birth

• Vincent Schoon 
• Małgorzata Góra 
• Catarina Gomez 
• Maria Taouktsi Life and culture

• Christian Hauck-Hahmann 
• Syrmo Kapoutsi 
• Stephanie Linn History and conflict

• Peter Andernach 
• Sotirios Gkalipis 
• Marta Kosala 
• Fokko Dijkstra Celebration and survival

• Evangelos Adamos 
• Ana Baptista 
• Dietmar Ottmann 
• Milla Tapalinen The end and new life
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An outline of the History of the Azores

The text below is an excerpt of an Internet website. However, due to the relevant overall approach to 
many of the issues to be dealt with within the course, we decided to post it, instead of just creating a link
to the main page

Myths and History about the Azores Islands
by Robert L. Santos, California State University, Stanislaus Librarian/Archivist

Early Accounts of Land Beyond
With the sea at his toes and an inquisitive and adventuring mind, the Portuguese natural orientation is 
towards the west. The 17th century Portuguese writer, Antonio Vieira wrote, "God gave the Portuguese a 
small country as a cradle but all the world as their grave". There were mythical lands across sea as 
suggested by ancient writing. Theopompue in the 4th century B.C. wrote of a large western land in the 
Atlantic. Pliny and Diodorus wrote of a large continent beyond to the west. Solon of Greece in 600 B.C. 
visited Egypt and was told of an island named Atlantis which Plato wrote about in his Dialogues of 400 
BC. His account tells of a powerful land outside the columns of Hercules which was larger than Libya and 
Asia combined. It was a land that was the way to other lands, but it sank during a time of earthquakes 
and floods. The water was so muddy from its sinking that it was impassable. But there were islands 
located in the Atlantic that were steeped in myth and seen on early maps. They had names like the 
Fortunate Isles, Antillia, Brazil, and California. There were stories, such as Irish St. Brendan of Clonfert in
545 sailing from Kerry and finding islands which may have been the Madeiras. On a Catalan chart these 
mysterious Atlantic islands were identified
as the Isles of St. Brendan and lie only a
few hundred miles off the Strait of
Gilbraltar. Mohammad al Edrisi was
credited at one time of having located a
series of islands which might have been
the Cape Verdes, the Madeiras, the
Canaries, or possibly the Azores. This was
in the 12th century.
A Medici map of 1351 contained seven
islands off the Portuguese coast which
were arranged in groups of three. There
was the southern group or the Goat
Islands (Cabreras); there was the middle
group or the Wind or Dove Islands (De
Ventura Sive de Columbis); and there was
the western island or the Brazil Island (De
Brazil). On a Catalan map of 1375, there
were three Islands with the names of
Corvo, Flores, and Sao Jorge. It was
thought that maybe the Genoese may
have discovered the Azores at that time
and gave those names. These speculative sightings indicate
that there was some ocean exploration occurring, or at least,
there was interest in what lay beyond confines of continental
Europe.

Prince Henry the Navigator and the Age of Exploration
Portuguese Prince Infante Dom Henrique (1394-1460), or
Henry the Navigator, was exactly what the literature proclaimed
him to be, the founder of modern navigation. He was singularly
instrumental in opening up the rest of the world to the
Europeans. For the Azoreans, he was their founding father as
we shall see. Henry studied the sea, weather, ships, geography
and trade routes. He talked to navigators, and sea captains. He
brought to his navigation school, which he founded at Sagres in
1416, cosmographers, mathematicians, cartographers, and
learned men of all kinds. He collected maps, charts, books, and
ephemera that would educate him and his circle of adventurers.
The motive for this industry was to find a sea route to link up
with the mythological Prester John, thereby encircling the
Moslem world and with armies driving them from northern
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Africa and the Holy Land. To do this Henry needed money which he could garner through trade once he 
found a sea route to India. He was the leader of the religious-military organization, the Holy Order of 
Christ. Its program of exploration, discovery, and settlement was for the purpose of conquering the 
Muslims. Henry's first move was to defeat the Muslims at Ceuta (Morocco) in order to free the African 
coast for exploration. He, his brothers, and his father, King John I of Portugal, did this in 1415. Henry 
experimented with ships and navigation during this venture, which led to designing of the caravel, a long 
and slender ship (by comparison) with lateen sails, that would be used by his Portuguese explorers on 
their long voyages. Also the navigational instruments, such as the astrolabe, quadrant, and cross-staff, 
were developed to fix a ship's position. His captains kept logbooks of their voyages to document their 
experience for the knowledge of others. They also used flat maps to record longitude and latitude thereby
simplifying cartography methods.

It took great courage to navigate the unexplored seas. Positions
had to be known to find one's way back. There were winds,
weather changes, and sea currents to master. A small wooden
ship could be broken at sea. Supplies of food and water could
run out during a voyage. Disease could strike. Superstition and
fear would attack. It took only the stout-hearted to head out
onto the unknown waters on a voyage of exploration. Next,
Henry colonized the Madeira Islands which were accidentally
found by Joao Goncalves Zarco in 1419. They were uninhabited
and were to be used as a point of departure for further
exploration and in particular, for this study, the discovery and
settlement of the Azores. Camoes wrote in The Lusiads, "Thus
far, O Portuguese, it is granted to you to glimpse into the future
and to know the exploits that await your stout-hearted
compatriots on the ocean that, thanks to you is now no longer
unknown".

Discovery of the Azores
There are accounts that Henry sent his able seaman and knight
Goncalo Velho Cabral, in 1431, with the orders "to sail towards the setting sun until he came to an 
island". Others say the islands had been found accidentally by Portuguese sailors returning from a voyage
along the African coast or the Madeiras, but this is not possible because the prevailing winds and ocean 
currents would not have allowed it. Henry and his school of navigators knew there were islands located a 
few hundred miles off the Portuguese coast because they were shown on a Catalan map. In 1431, Cabral 
found a series of volcanic rocks protruding out from under the water which he named "formigas" or ants. 
He was just 25 miles from the nearest Azorean island at the time which apparently was not visable to his 
crew or him. He returned to Henry and was sent out immediately the next year to reexplore the area. On 
August 15, 1432, Cabral found Santa Maria, the easternmost island of the Azorean archipelago. It was 
the feast day of the Assumption of Our Blessed Mother, or Santa Maria, and consequently named 
after her. The island was lush with forests, streams, and birdlife. Apparently, there were many birds in 
flight, thought to be goshawks, and hence, the islands got the Portuguese name "acor" or hawk. 
However, there have never been goshawks there according to ornithologists. Many believe the birds seen
were the Azorean buzzards. It is thought too that maybe the name for the islands came from this 
statement written by Martin Behaim, the maker of the Nuremburg globe of 1492: "All birds found in the 
islands by the first settlers were so tame that they came to the hand like hawks." Another theory is that 
the word "raca" or "raka," meaning bird of prey in Arabic, was translated to the Portugese acor. Raca 
appeared in an Arab manuscript designating an island, or islands, in the same location as the Azores. A 
letter written by Alfonso V, King of Portugal, dated July 2, 1439 is the first known document with a 
reference to the Azores. Its content reveals that there were seven islands and that Henry was given the 
right to settle them. The next known document is a Majorcan map of the same year which had seven 
islands and the date of discovery was recorded as 1432. There have been differing versions concerning 
the year-date of the discovery. It appears, after some analysis by scholars, that 1432 is the correct date. 
Unfortunately, there were no written accounts of the voyage by the participants. In fact, there is little 
information on the discoveries of the other eight islands because of the same reason. Sao Miguel was 
sighted followed next by Terceira, which means the "third." Then the central group of islands were found 
which were Graciosa, Sao Jorge, Pico, and Faial. And finally the western two islands of Corvo and Flores 
were sighted in 1452 which concluded the discovery of the archipelago. There is no evidence that 
humankind had ever been on the islands. But there are mysteries. There is the mystery of an equestrian 
statue on Corvo, and also the mystery of the Phoenician or Carthagenian coins said to have been found 
there as well.
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Corvo along with Flores
are the two
westernmost islands of
the archipelago, and
hence, the last inch of
European soil. It was
here in the early 1500's,
that Damiao de Goes,
under the employment
of King Dom Manoel of
Portugal, wrote of a
statue of a man on
horseback pointing to
the west which was
clinging to a rocky
ledge. The king asked
for a drawing of it, and
after seeing the
drawing, he sent
someone to bring it
back. As the story goes,
it was shattered in a
storm en route, but the
king received the parts.
There too was an
inscription in the rock below the statue, and an impression was taken of it. But neither the shattered 
parts of the statue, nor the impression of the inscription were ever found. Was it a hoax? Scholars are 
still unsure. Some have speculated that the statue was really just one of many rock formations seen on 
the island and nothing more. Others feel it did exist and could have been evidence of the lost continent of
Atlantis, or of another settlement of ancient peoples. Coins too were found on Corvo, and their images 
were published in a journal of the Society of Gothenberg. They were considered to be of Carthagenian or 
Cyrenean origin by the society. A twentieth century Portuguese scholar, made a serious effort to locate 
the coins. He went to the convent to which they were first supposedly taken. He also visited museums 
where he thought information could be found. But his investigation turned up nothing.

Settlers and Settlement
At some point,
following the discovery
of Santa Maria, sheep
were let loose on the
island before
settlement actually
took place. This was
done to supply the
future settlers with
food because there
were no animals on
the island. Settlement
didn't take place right
away, however. There
was not much interest
among the Portuguese
people in an isolated
island world hundreds
of miles from
civilization. But
patiently Cabral
gathered resources
and settlers for the next three years (1433-1436) and sailed to establish colonies on Santa Maria first and
then later on Sao Miguel. Bush had to be cleared and rocks removed for the planting of crops. Grain, 
grape vines, sugar cane, and other plants suitable for settler use and of commercial value, were planted. 
Domesticated animals were brought, such as cattle, sheep, goats, and hogs. Houses were built and 
villages established. The first settlers were a mixed group of people from the Portuguese provinces of 
Algarve and Minho. Also, Madeirans, Moorish prisoners, black slaves, French, Italians, Scots, English, and
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Flemings were among the early settlers. There were petty criminals, Spanish clergy, Jews, soldiers, 
government officials, European merchants and sugar cane growers. The purpose of the Azorean colony 
was to service the mother country with commodities and tribute. It was to be a station for Portuguese 
ships to be resupplied and repaired. The islands too were to produce crops for trade. In its peak trade 
years, there would be more than one hundred ships anchored at the Bay of Angra. Slaves had to be 
removed from the islands and sent to Brazil and the Caribbean because there was concern about a slave 
insurrection.
The islands were colonized under the Holy Order of Christ, and the settlers were to be Christians. There 
were many languages, but after a while Portuguese became the standard language of communication. 
Because of the isolated nature of the islands, and the harshness of the land, and at times, climate, all 
settlers, regardless of their background, had to work together to survive. This gave the people a sense of 
equality and togetherness. As a consequence, more settlers were given the right to purchase land. There 
were some slaves on the islands, and there were lingering concerns about a slave revolt which no settler 
wanted. Soon the slaves were sent to Brazil and to the Caribbean.

Flemish Islands
The Flemish People from Flanders settled in the Azores in
the .-beginning in 1450. These Flemish settlers played
an important role in the creation of the Azorean culture.
By 1490, there were 2,000 Flemings living in the islands
of Terceira, Pico, Faial, Sao Jorge, and Flores. Because
there was such a large Flemish settlement, the Azores
became known as theFlemish Islands or the Isles of
Flanders. Henry was responsible for this settlement. His
sister, Isabel, was married to Duke Philip of Burgundy of
which Flanders was a part. There was a revolt against
Philip's rule and disease and hunger became rampant.
Isabel appealed to Henry to allow some of the unruly
Flemings to settle in the Azores. He granted this and
supplied them with the necessary transportation and
goods. First group of Flemings was led by Willem van de
Hagen, later known by his Portuguese name of
Guilherme da Silveira. They settled in Terceira, and the
Flemish nobleman, Jacome de Bruges, was placed in
charge. The next contingents went to the islands of Faial,
Flores, Sao Jorge, and Pico. Joos van Huerter founded
the city of Horta on Faial where evidence of the Flemish
people and culture still exists today. Faial was in fact
called the Flemish Island and the valley behind the city
still has the name of Valley of the Flemings or O Valle
dos Flamengos. But the Flemish language disappeared
before long, and the Flemish settlers changed their
names to Portuguese forms. For example, van der
Hagen became Silveira,
and Huerter became Dutra or Utra.
Flemish physical traits of light hair, light complexion, and
blue eyes can still be seen in the features of many Azoreans. Flemish oxcarts and windmills are still seen 
on the islands.
The Flemish beghards and beguines (lay-religious group) brought the Festival of the Holy Spirit and their 
distinctive cloaks and hoods to the islands. There are many religious statuary, paintings, and furniture 
found in Azorean churches and museums which show the Flemish influence. An interesting sidelight is the
speculation that some Flemish people may have reached the North Carolina coast inadvertently during 
this migratory activity. In North Carolina, there was a group of people, calling themselves the 
Melungeons, who had light colored skin and identified themselves as Portuguese. These were not Native 
Americans. It is thought, that maybe one of the ships bound for the Azores, coming from Flanders, may 
have overshot the islands and found its way to the Carolina coast, but evidence is lacking.

Captain-Donatary System
The captain-donatary system of government was a conception of Prince Henry. He tried it first at Madeira
and then next in the Azores. The system was duplicated throughout the Portuguese colonies and also 
used by the Spanish in their empire. It simply was a system by which absentee landowners could control 
their property and also receive payments from the peasant tenants on crop production. Alfonso V, King of
Portugal, gave Henry the privilege of settling seven of the Azores Islands. Alfonso awarded the same 
privilege to his uncle, Alfonso Duke of Braganca, to settle Corvo, and to Dona Maria de Vilhena to settle 
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the island of Flores. Henry made Cabral "captain" (governor) of Santa Maria and Sao Miguel. Van der 
Hagen became captain of Flores and Corvo, and Graciosa was given to Pedro de Correia, who was 
Christopher Columbus' brother-in-law. Van Huerta was designated captain-donatary of Faial, Pico, and 
Sao Jorge, while de Bruges was given the same title for Terceira. The difference between a "captain-
donatary" and a "captain" was the former was able to pass along his title as inheritance while the latter 
could not. The captains and captains-donatary were like governors who had full control over their 
domain. They held the office of judge. They could make land grants. They monopolized the gristmills, 
public baking ovens, and salt sales. Henry and his successors got a 10% tax from these monopolies, and 
his captains got 10% of his 10%. The land they granted was subdivided for tenant farming. This way the 
lands were farmed by peasants who had no ownership and had to pay high rent and tax. This system 
lasted for centuries and was one key reason for the high Azorean emigration. There simply was no way 
the peasants could advance up the socio-economic ladder. Through this system the King of Portugal had 
control over his lands and had administrators in place to manage and to collect royal tribute. Shortly, the 
land grant owners became wealthy and wanted more control over government. As a result, municipal 
districts were established with town councils where appropriate. This was a pseudo-democratic system 
which allowed input into local governmental policy. But in reality, the wealthy and the absentee 
landowners still controlled the islands.

In the Middle of the Atlantic
The Azores Islands lie about 700 miles off the Portuguese coast; 750 miles from Africa; 1,100 miles from 
Newfoundland; and 2,200 miles from the east coast of the United States. It is nearly midway between 
Europe and the North America. The archipelago stretches about 375 miles from end to end and the 
islands are found in three separate groups. They are volcanic in composition.

Azores position in the Middle North Atlantic.

There are three theories on the genesis of the islands: (1) they could be the last vestiges of a large 
continent such as Atlantis; (2) they could be the ragged edges of two continental plates pulling apart; or,
(3) they could be molten lava seeping from a large crack in the ocean floor, cooled by ocean water, and 
rising to the ocean surface. The latter seems to be the most probable as determined by the experts. The 
islands are essentially the tips of a large undersea mountain range, referred to as the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge which stretches the entire length of the Atlantic Ocean, from north to south. It is made up of nearly
100 volcanoes, some active and some dormant, with 19 hovering over 3,280 feet above sea level. Pico 
Alto, on the island of Pico, is the highest volcano at 7,711 feet. Because of these volcanoes, there is 
virtually no flatland on the islands. Sao Miguel is the largest island in size with Corvo being the smallest 
having only 4 square miles of surface. Sao Miguel, Sao Jorge, and Pico are the longest islands with an 
average length of about 35 miles. Most of the islands are generally from 7 to 10 miles wide and have 
mountainous topography. The islands are irregular in shape with most of the land sloping upward 
towards the volcanic peaks. The sea coast has cliffs that are several hundred feet high.
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São Jorge Island coast line Horta Bay

There are fine harbors at Ponta Delgada on Sao Miguel and Praia da Vitória and Angra on Terceira. The 
water is deep offshore, from 1- 2 miles in most cases, reminding one that these islands are the tops of a 
mountain range having great vertical relief. The water between Pico and Faial is 300 feet deep which 
indicates that these two islands were undoubtedly one island at one point. In the 1880's, American 
Lyman Weeks visited the islands and describes vividly what he saw: The shore is high and precipitous, 
and dangerous headlands project outward in all directions; while reefs of hoary rocks, spume-covered 
and washed by angry waves, form a protecting cordon about the land. Over the edges of dark sea-cliffs, 
little rivulets, like silver threads upon cloth of a frieze, trickle down into the ocean. The fields are crossed 
and recrossed with hedges of bamboo, which divide the land into a regular checker-work of cultivation 
and pasturage. Groups of white buildings, with a steepled church always in the midst, occupy the most 
conspicuous locations.

Climate
Azorean climate is temperate having temperatures usually between 75 to 50 degrees F. There is a band 
of high pressure, called the "Azores High", which keeps storms away from the islands. The ocean currents
run clockwise around the northern Atlantic with the warm Gulf Stream helping to keep the Azorean 
climate mild. Average rainfall varies with each island. For example, Flores receives 54.8 inches of rain a 
year while Sao Miguel gets 28.7. Humidity averages about 75% throughout the islands with a normal 
range from 59% to 99%. Snow covers Pico Alto during the colder winter months, a time for storms and 
heavy winds. Corvo and Flores in the western part of the island chain get polar fronts that swing through 
leaving heavy rain. Tropical cyclones and hurricanes have pummeled the islands during September and 
October when low pressure allows them through. One such hurricane struck the islands on August 30, 
1857. At the American consulate in Horta, J.P. Dabney describes what he witnessed: About nine o'clock 
the wind shifted suddenly from W. to N.N.W. and in a short time the hurricane was upon us. For about 
two and a half hours it blew as I never saw it blow before. The Bay with the wind off shore was one white
mass of foam, and at times the vessels were almost swallowed up in spray... The growth and labor of 
years destroyed in one moment! I never saw such a wreck! Some paths were impassable from the trees 
that had fallen across them and over one hundred pine trees were broken short off... the corn laid flat on 
the ground, in every direction... the poor farmers seem in despair and yet they never murmur.

The Shaking, Spewing Earth
The Azores is a lively place to be. There is a continuous chain of earthquakes and volcanic activity that 
has had a great effect on its inhabitants. Many of them have left the islands in horror after witnessing 
one of these cataclysmic events. But disasters are bound to happen when a volcanic environment is 
home for thousands of human beings. A warning of such calamity was signaled early in man's history on 
the islands. When Cabral discovered Sao Miguel in 1444, he saw two volcanic mountains, one at each end
of the island. The next year when he returned with supplies and additional settlers, he noticed something 
was wrong. The western mountain was completely gone! When he landed, he questioned the men he left 
behind from the previous voyage, and found that during his absence, earthquakes followed by volcanic 
explosions, collapsed the crater. The years that followed were labeled "the years of the ashes" because 
ash could be found several feet deep on parts of the islands, and ash impeded ocean traffic hundreds of 
miles at sea. The collapsed crater at Sao Miguel over the centuries has filled with rainwater forming two 
lakes, and next to the lakes, a village can be found which was given the mythological name, Sete 
Cidades, or Seven Cities.
There have been 21 major volcanic eruptions in the past 550 years collectively occurring on the islands of
Sao Miguel, Terceira, Pico, Sao Jorge, and Faial. In 1562, there was an eruption on Pico causing the 
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residents to flee in horror to the other islands. In 1580, on Sao Jorge, 12 people and 4,000 head of cattle
were killed. In 1630, on Sao Miguel, 200 people were killed and numerous cattle during an eruption. In 
1811 an volcanic islet, one mile in length, formed off the coast of Sao Miguel. A British Union Jack was 
planted on it claiming it for Great Britain. But the protruding islet sank back into the sea taking the British
flag with it. As late as 1957, another volcanic islet arose off the coast of Faial, but this one connected to 
the island destroying a lighthouse in the process.
As one can see, the Azores is a living
volcanic nightmare that has violently
made itself known often through the
island chain's history much to the
detriment of its residents. This was
reported in 1862 during a period of
earthquakes and volcanic explosions:
one hundred and twenty shocks
occurred within ten days. They were
not violent, but distressing to the
inhabitants, most of whom left their
houses, and betook themselves to
tents. They lived in momentary
expectation of an eruption, not knowing
where or when it might burst forth...
the people on the western slopes of the
island, believing the sea to be on fire,
and the end of the world at hand, got
out their images of the saints, and
chanted and prayed, night and day on
the cliffs. They placed crowns, used in
the Holy Ghost festival, on altars, hoping to soothe the anger of the belching earth and anxiously recited 
verses like this one found in the annals of the Azorean folklore: "the earth on fire shook/ Oh what 
distress and fear!/ To placate the volcano/ The blessed Crown brought near". Thomas Hickling, on the 
island of Sao Miguel, wrote this on February 28, 1811:

We were much alarmed by frequent shocks of earthquakes, perhaps upwards of twenty... a volcano had 
broken out in the sea. I repaired immediately to that part of the Island and to my utter astonishment 
saw a vast column of black smoke issuing out of the ocean. The wind was a gale from the southward and
blew smoke over the land... at various times through the night, fire issue forth like a number of rockets 
discharged together. Large masses of stone and lava were continually thrown above the surface of the 
sea... In eight days it entirely subsided leaving a shoal on which the sea breaks.
Mr. John P. Dabney, American Consul, recorded this about an eruption on the island of Pico in 1808:

The large Crater... burst forth like a roaring Lion with horrible bellowings distinctly heard twelve leagues 
distant, throwing up prodigious large stones and lava and illuminating at night the whole Island... The 
lava inundated and swept away the Town of Ursulina and the country houses and cottages adjacent as 
well as the farm houses throughout its course. It as usual gave timely notice of its approach and most of
the inhabitants fled. Some of them however remained in the vicinity too long, endeavoring to save their 
effects and were scalded by the flashes from its stream, which without injuring their clothes took not 
only their skin but their flesh; about sixty people were thus miserably scalded, some of whom died on 
the spot, others soon after, and some recovered... In short, this Island heretofore rich in Corn, Cattle 
and vineyards for exportation, is nearly ruined and a scene of greater desolation and distress has seldom
been witnessed.

The earthquakes have been just as destructive. There have been 18 major temblors on the islands in 
recorded history. One such quake took place in 1522 when the entire village of Villa Franca, on Sao 
Miguel island, having 5,000 residents, and being the center of government, was engulfed within sixty 
seconds by land mass thrown from a hill behind the village. It caused a tidal wave and other destruction 
in the adjacent islands. It took a year to dig the village out and to give Christian burials to its 5,000 
victims. As recently as 1980, a massive earthquake underneath the ocean near the islands of Sao Jorge, 
Terceira, and Graciosa took 60 lives; destroyed 5,278 homes, 32 churches, 6,000 other structures; and 
made 21,296 people homeless.
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 This litany of volcanic and earthquake
disaster, has indelibly burned itself into
the psyche of the Azorean people. Some
remain on the islands with courage and
determination, depending upon their
religious faith to see them through, while
others emigrate and with good reason.

But They are Beautiful!
The Azores islands are like the mythical
sirens sailors believe in, always
dangerously beautiful. Most immigrants
leave the Azores with the idea of returning
to their verdant isles with their majestic
cliffs, charming villages, and whitewashed
homes glistening in the sun. Many do
return, but usually just to visit. However,
a few do make the islands their retirement
home after working in the United States
for decades. They have their well-earned social security checks sent to them. There is a longing in the 
Azorean emigrant's heart for the home islands. It is called "saudades", a Portuguese word which has no 
English equivalent. It can be defined best as "nostalgia", a yearning deep within one's soul for the past. 
One of the highest compliments one can pay is to say "muitas saudades" to someone. Each of the nine 
islands has its own particular charm.
Santa Maria has 20,000 acres of fertile volcanic soil and three mountains that rise to 1,900, 1720, and 
780 feet. Sao Miguel is the largest island and is called the "Green Island" because of the lushness of its 
vegetation. It has a large crater named the Grand Cauldron which is 10 miles in circumference. Also, 
there is the Valley of Furnas with its hot springs and therapeutic baths.

Hotsprings in Furnas, São Miguel Island Coastal waterfall in São Jorge Island

Terceira is the largest of the central group of five islands and is oval in shape, undoubtedly a volcanic 
crater. It has mostly level terrain. It has beaches and has a fine harbor at Angra. Another island 
is Graciosa which means "gracious." It is not as mountainous and wooded as the other islands, but it 
does have fine fertile soil. The island of Pico is dominated by the large volanic peak of Pico Alto at one 
end. It is rich in vegetation but lacks fresh water because it is porous. Rainwater seeps quickly into its 
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many cracks caused by volcanic activity.Sao Jorge is a long slender island having 3,000 foot walls along 
its northern sea coast. These headlands create dramatic waterfalls during heavy rainfall.
There are lush forests and pastures, and also fine bays on the south coast. The island of Faial is 
dominated by a large volcanic cone a few miles from its very picturesque city of Horta. The island is 
profusely covered with clusters of white and purple flowers of the hydrangea. It has the majestic view 
from its natural harbor of the 7,700 foot volcanic mountain Pico Alto which is only 4 miles across the 
channel on the island of Pico. Faial gets its name from the faya trees, that are like beech, which dominate
the island.
The westernmost island is Flores which is
mountainous, wooded, and covered with
flowers. It has eight lakes and six volcanic
craters. It has no good harbors because of
its treacherous shores. Lastly is Corvo,
the smallest of the islands. Its name
comes from the birds found there. It is
largely an extinct volcanic cone with few
forests or woods.

Plants and Animals
What plants and animals found on this
isolated archipelago were brought by the
wind, ocean currents, and bird migrations.
At the time of discovery, the islands had
only sealife, birds, and plantlife. Squalls
brought insects and birds, such as,
blackbirds, woodpigeons, canaries,
starlings, and buzzards. Sixty-three plants
are unique to the Azores and about 700
were introduced, such as the magnolia,
eucalyptus, bamboo, palm, oak, tea, tobacco, banana, citrus, and pine. Forests were depleted by the 
settlers for a variety of purposes, and the bush burned off for pastureland. About 8.4% of the islands or 
69,025 remain wooded today.

Agriculture
There are numerous varieties of agricultural crops on the islands. Much of it is for subsistence, but major 
cash crops have been tried, and just as many have failed because of disease or problems in the world 
market. Sugar cane, citrus, grapes, and pastels (dye plants) have been tried, and for one reason or 
another, lost their worth. Pastels, or woad, was grown to produce blue and purple dyes, but was replaced
with indigo and brazilwood that were grown elsewhere. Sugar cane caused a serious debacle between the
farmers and the government because of the revenue the government and the rich took from the farmer. 
Tobacco was tried, but it seriously depleted the soil. Tea couldn't compete with the growers in the orient. 
Oranges were shipped in large amounts, 500,000 annually, to England in the 1800's, but blight struck 
them, and the industry never fully recovered. The same happened to grapes, especially on Pico, where 
the quality of its wine was well-known outside the Azores. The islands also produce grains, beans, flax, 
corn, sweet potatoes, dairy products, and a variety of fruits, such as, figs, pears, apples, peaches and 
quinces.
Domesticated animals, such as sheep, cattle, hogs and chickens have been raised for local useage. The 
islands have rich volcanic soil, but there are no large tracts of unobstructed land available. Lava and 
other volcanic deposits pose great obstacles. Rocks are removed and used for fences since wood is 
scarce. In reality they are 4 to 5 feet high walls which act as windbreaks, sheltering vines and other fruits
from the wind. They are stacked to form rectangular fields of about 100 square feet. It is not unusual to 
see corn or grape vines planted in the cracks between rocks because every vestige of soil must be used 
in this volcanic littered land.
This was written in the 1880's by an American visitor:

Between the villages, sloping to the sea, lay broad and fertile fields; yams and sweet-potatoes, besides 
Indian corn, wheat, and other grains, beans, melons, squashes, and potatoes, as luxuriant as on the 
meadow-lands of the Connecticut. The island of Sao Jorge has extensive pasture land for dairy cattle and
produces milk and cheese for the islands and some cheese for exportation. Another island with dairies is 
Terceira. It is common for most Azorean families to have a family cow or two to provide the household 
with milk, butter, and cheese. The Azores have mostly holstein and shorthorn breeds. There have been 
two ways to survive on the islands: one must fish, or one must farm. Some combine the two out of 
necessity. Because of the lack of good harbors, high coastal walls, and the deep rolling seas surrounding 
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the islands, fishing has never been a major activity. Consequently, agriculture has been practiced by 
nearly all of the islanders for a livelihood. Because of the lack of available land, farming has had to be 
intensive. The land tenure system puts the farmer in "perpetual leasehold," that is, he is virtually 
landless and must lease land to farm. The rent is fixed, but unlike tenant farming where the owner and 
the farmer share in profits and losses, the renter takes the full impact of good and bad agricultural 
years. Leases are hereditary, being passed along to subsequent generations, and the leased lands can 
only be subdivided by permission of the owner. Thus, as the population grows the opportunities dwindle 
for the younger generation. In 1840, only 3% of the land was controlled by the population. In 1965, 
81.8% of the Azorean farms were 3 acres or less, and 3.2% larger than 10 acres.

The peasant farming his small acreage for sustenance has no interest or means to progress 
technologically. In the 1880's the status of farming equipment found on the Azores was as this visitor 
saw it:

Flax is extensively cultivated and used, yet a loom or spinning-wheel is a thing almost unknown... Wheat
is trodden out by oxen on a large circular threshing- floor, as in patriarchial times... In churning... still 
adhere to the traditional method of shaking the milk in an earthen vessel or burying it in a leather bag in
the ground until the butter comes. A large broad hoe with a short handle is universally employed in 
agricultural labors. Spades, shovels, and forks are tabooed as inventions of the foul fiend... The plough is
the old Latin plough reproduced. It is of wood, the share alone being shod with iron. The ploughman 
rides to the field on his donkey, and then has a pair of oxen to do the work, while the donkey is turned 
loose into the hedge to wait. So it was in the days of Job, who tells us that "the oxen were ploughing and
the asses feeding besides them".

Resilient People
Hardship builds character. This is seen time and again throughout history, and this aptly applies to the 
Azoreans. They have had to survive earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, fierce storms, crop disease, 
European wars, and pirate raids to name their greatest challenges. Because of their isolation in the 
middle of the Atlantic, they have had to be self-reliant, independent, and harmonious to survive.
There are many descriptions of the Azorean's character and lifestyle in literature. Most of it is 
complimentary. Some of it is derogatory and scathing which quite often comes from upper class travelers
who have little interest in the welfare of the peasant class. The following are some of the opinions that 
represent both viewpoints.

•An American, Alice Baker, traveled to the Azores during the summer in the early 1880's. She 
wrote this: "The Portuguese peasant class is poor and often poverty-stricken though living under 
fairly favorable climate conditions; that they have a very low standard of living, dwelling in 
humble cottages which are sometimes uncleanly and usually devoid of the barest necessities, and
eating the plainest of food; that they lack knowledge of hygiene and sanitation; that they are 
devout though somewhat less in parts of the mainland than on the islands; that their religious 
ideas are somewhat vague and associated with many superstitions; that their recreation is limited
and semi-religious in some of its aspects; and that they are grossly ignorant, illiterate, often 
lacking in a desire for education, though not unintelligent... Quick intelligence, the dreamy 
melancholy, the slyness and love of intrigue, the wit and imagination are here and the power of 
expression in words... They are devoted to music, flowers, dance, and song".
•Lawrence Oliver, himself an Azorean immigrant, describes his people as they appeared to him: 
"The Portuguese have always been a liberty-loving race... They are adventurous, courageous, 
natural pioneers. They are home lovers and home builders. Of a deeply religious nature, they 
support their and its needs. Although thrifty, they recognize the good things of life and when 
acquired, use them with moderation and good judgment. Seldom will their names be found on 
relief rolls and even less often on the records of our criminal courts".
•Mark Twain visited the Azores and wrote about the islands and its people in his work Innocents 
Abroad. It must be remembered that Twain's style is witty and satirical, and he uses forced 
humor at times to entertain the reader. But still his comments are worth hearing, if only because 
he is a giant in the observation of people. His preoccupation with the donkey in the below 
passage comes a day after his rigorous travel on the beast of burden: "The community is 
eminently Portuguese - that is to say, it is slow, poor, shiftless, sleepy, and lazy... The people lie, 
and cheat the stranger, and are desperately ignorant, and have hardly any reverence for their 
dead. The latter trait shows how little better they are than the donkeys they eat and sleep with... 
The donkeys and the men, women, and children of a family, all eat and sleep in the same room, 
and are unclean, are ravaged by vermin, and are truly happy".

Mostly Humble Abodes
Houses in the Azores are usually one-story made of black lava rock cemented by limestone, a mineral 
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found only on the island of Santa Maria. The black rock is plastered over and then whitewashed. The 
exterior of the house has tiles of white porcelain with designs in blue, brown, green, or yellow for 
decoration. The tiles are from an inherited handicraft coming from both the Moors and the Flemings. The 
roofs are tiled in red, or thatched, and have no chimneys. The islands' architecture shows strong Moorish 
decorative influence. The Azorean dwellings are usually one room, some have a loft, some have a 
separate cooking area, and most have earth floors. There are no windows, and those with them, have no 
glass. Their beds are matresses of corn husks or silky fibre put in homespun linen ticks. Most homes 
don't have a stove but will have a fireplace with a broad stone shelf. Some do have stone ovens though. 
There is very little furniture in the house, and the lighting is poor. Religious pictures can be found 
hanging on the walls, as much as for decoration, as for devotion to patron saints. Household cloths are 
the products of the women living in the house. Farm animals are frequent visitors inside the house mostly
when they are seeking shelter during bad weather or when the sun sets.

•This was observed by a visitor at the turn of this century: "When the Azorean peasant is hungry 
and needs a stew, he gathers a few faggots, places them on the ground, sets on the kettle or 
stew-pan, lights the fire; then when the dish is cooked the doors and windows are opened and 
the smoke allowed to escape... The morning light is sure to discover all the animals nestling in 
and about his bed, from the huge black pig and the tiny donkey, down to cats, dogs, sheep, and 
calves, half-starved hens, clean fat rats and cosmopolitan fleas. Azoreans eat stew, fish, 
cornbread, cabbage, and potatoes. Cornbread and cheese with water is a meal. Pork saugages 
are ritually made and are spicy. There are no wells; therefore, cisterns are used to collect 
rainwater. If there is a drought, some islanders have to walk 6 to 8 miles to find spring water 
which is collected in wooden pots and carried by Azorean women balanced on their heads".
•Famine and hunger are always a concern, as witnessed by this account: "On the island of Corvo 
in the Azores we lived a hand-to-mouth existence. Sometimes a hurricane came in and out of the 
North Atlantic and wiped out the corn crop. When that happened, there was real hunger. We 
rationed what we had and prayed a lot".

Clothing
Last century the Azorean men dressed in coarse wool and linen pants, shirts, and jackets, all homespun. 
Feet were bare while some wore wooden shoes. A skull cap was worn with a tassel on top. Azorean 
women used the same material for their clothing and wore braided hair topped with a cap or 
handkerchief. They too were barefooted. Some women wore a capote especially where the Flemish 
influence was strong. A capote hasn't been worn on the islands since the 1930's. It was a hooded cloak of
dark blue broadcloth brought to the Azores by the Flemish beguines, a lay- religious group.
This comment was made by a visitor in the 1870's:

The strangest sight in Horta is the capote of the women, worn alike in summer and in the rainy season: 
this cloak is of heavy, dark-blue stuff, falling in massive folds to the ankles, and surmounted by a 
stupendous hood, stiffened with whalebone and buckram, and of astounding shape and size. Some 
pretty faces may occasionally be discerned under this grotesque guise.

Urban Environment Villages are the hubs of daily Azorean activity. Farmers work their fields during the 
day and return to their village home in the evening. Shops are plentiful. For example, in the 1880's, the 
city of Ponta Delgada had 23 clothing stores, 6 apothecaries, 139 grocery or liquid stores, 12 butcher 
shops, 8 ironsmiths, 15 bootmakers, and 8 tailors. A hospital had 400 beds. Mark Twain praised the 
Azoreans for their well-kept villages:

Every street is handsomely paved... and the surface is neat and true as a floor... Everywhere are walls, 
walls, walls - and all of them are tasteful and handsome - eternally substantial... the town and the island
are miracles of cleanliness.

The dairymen lived in the villages but had to ride their horse or donkey daily up to higher elevations to 
milk and care for their stock as seen in this experience: I milked the cows every day while they were 
giving milk. We kept the cows in our pastures; which were five to seven miles from home. When they 
were five miles from home, I arose at three o'clock in the morning to get there at daybreak... I would 
milk the cows and return home with the milk about noon. I had lunch, rested for an hour, then went to 
work in the fields for the balance of the afternoon... In the Azores, the people own pieces of land that 
they have inherited. Sometimes the parents from whom they inherited lived far away, on the other side 
of the district, five, six, or seven miles from where the children lived. Each family also had its own 
pasture for cows, sheep, or whatever else they possessed. This was the way it was with us.

Names, Schools, and Illiteracy
Surnames are seemingly unimportant to the Azorean. They will take any surname that seems 
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appropriate. Family members will often have different surnames within one household. The wife 
sometimes will take her husband's last name and quite often she will not. The oldest son will take his 
father's last name while the next son will take the mother's maiden name. Nicknames are common and 
many are stuck with them for life. Education has no priority in a peasant society. The primary concern of 
the peasant family is survival and that means everyone works to assure it. No advantage is seen by 
going to school, and in fact, the peasant feels that it is a detriment in that it takes the child away from 
his responsibility at home. Schools have been available though for those who are interested. The 
Portuguese government through the centuries has never fully supported public education; consequently, 
there is a very high illiteracy rate in the Azores.

Family, Village, and Island
In the Azores there is a hierarchy of loyalty. One's first loyalty is to the family. It is the most important 
socio-economic unit in which every member is expected to do his or her share to strengthen the family's 
stability and well-being. The father is the head of the family and makes the important decisions. Land 
and farm animals are passed along to each generation. This provides continued security for the family 
members. The Azoreans second loyalty is to the village which consists of a network of families, many of 
which are interrelated by marriages. When tragedy strikes one of the village families, the rest of the 
village contributes with aid in the form of food, work, and care. After the family and the village, the 
Azoreans next loyalty is to the island on which he or she lives. Each island has a certain uniqueness 
about it. The nationality of the settler is different; the industry, topography, and religious celebrations are
different. Dialects differ too. The people of Sao Miguel have a harsher accent because of their stronger 
Iberian heritage as compared to the Flemish-settled islands where the spoken tone is softer and the 
language more sophisticated. The Portuguese language throughout the Azores is different from the 
mainland in tone, words, and style. The Portuguese spoken in the Azores is an older and more 
conservative form because of the archipelago's isolation.

Music and Dance
Azoreans are fond of music and dance. The viola is the dominant instrument which is a guitar-like 
mandolin. In Terceira, the viola is a little larger in size, and Spanish-like, because of the influence of the 
Spanish occupation of the island, 1583-1643. The other islands have the "viola dos dois corações" which 
is a guitar that has two heart-shaped holes instead of one: the large round hole in the middle of the body
of the instrument. It has 12 strings which is very similar to the modern 12-string folk guitar. It is not 
uncommon for the man of the house to play and sing after the family's evening meal for relaxation and 
entertainment. Azorean folksongs are descriptive and colorful in keeping with the tradition of the 
medieval troubador. They are about the joy and the rigors of life. Verses for these songs are mostly 
improvised at the moment of playing. This improvisation can become a contest between singers which 
the Azoreans call "ao desafio". The chamarrita is the folk dance of the Azorean Portuguese and is similar 
to the traditional European folk dances. Usually the men and women begin the dance in two separate 
lines, they circle, and then pair up. The caller instructs the dancers on each move. The chamarrita is a 
family dance enjoyed by all.

Religion, Superstition, and Witchcraft
Almost all Azoreans are Catholic, but there are Protestants and a few Jews among the population. The 
islands were found under the religious-militant organization, the Order of Christ, under Henry's 
command. Cabral, the discoverer of the islands and first captain-donatary, was a priestly knight within 
the Order. The islands had monks, friars, and priests among the first settlers, and they built churches, 
chapels, monasteries, and convents. The Azorean people were far removed from the events of the 
Protestant Reformation and consequently were little-affected by it. The Spanish occupation of the Azores 
came also at the time of the Inquisition. The Azoreans opposed the Spanish presence, and consequently 
the Inquisition. The Spanish were fearful of a revolt and never enforced the Inquisition. Because of the 
Azorean's subjection to natural calamities, starvation, and isolation, and their lack of education, it is 
understandble that the Azoreans would have strong religious convictions and would turn to superstition 
and maybe pagan witchcraft in times of trouble. They have a belief in evil spirits, evil eyes, witches, 
magical potions, and omens. For example, a piece of deerhorn hung around the neck of a newborn is to 
ward off evil spirits until the infant gets christened. They believe that a baby could get colic for three 
months by hanging diapers in the moonlight. The following can cause bad luck: hurt someone's foot; 
knives that are crossed at the table; walking over straw in the shape of a cross; leaving liquid in a cup; 
and laughing on Friday. The following can bring good luck: meeting a goat or frog on the road; salt 
melting in an ill-person's hand; spider spinning a web; and spitting on a comb or playing cards. In times 
of struggle promises are made to God or to patron saints. Many Azoreans will promise to do some type of
penance which usually is praying at a certain chapel. Some promise to walk around a church singing 
hymns.
Curiously enough, Christopher Columbus was involved in one such promise during his return voyage from
the new world. One could say that Columbus was nearly Portuguese. He lived and studied navigation in 

51



Portugal, spoke mostly Portuguese, and married a Portuguese woman. On his return trip to Europe in 
1493, having just discovered the new world, his ship met a terrible storm, and his crew, having a few 
Portuguese, made a promise to God that they would perform an act of obedience if He would deliver 
them from the calamity. Here they are returning with the greatest news of the age, and their first 
European stop is the Azores. They landed at the island of Santa Maria, and they walked to a chapel for 
prayer dressed only in their shirts. That was their promise to God. The islanders saw this and listened to 
their tale of a new world, and thought they were crazy. The crew was promptly arrested. Columbus had 
to threaten to raid the town to free them.

Azorean Festivals
The Azores are quite
famous for their annual
festivals or "festas." The
festa honors some patron
saint, such as St. Peter or
St. Anthony. Some festas
focus on the Virgin Mary
and Jesus. These
celebrations originated
from promises made by
Azoreans in times of need
or because of miracles.
For example, the Festival
of the Lord of Holy Christ
of Miracles is celebrated
at Ponta Delgada each
spring: a statue of a suffering Christ is paraded and honored because it is believed that this particular 
image caused a miracle in the 17th century.
 The Festival of Our Lady of Miracles is celebrated at Terceira because of a promise from the people 
asking the Holy Mother to deliver them from an invasion by the Spanish in the 17th century. The Festival 
of the Holy Spirit is the most common festa. It commemorates the feeding of the poor by St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary. There is a coronation, a procession, and a feast for everyone.

Azorean Bullfighting
Bullfighting began in Greece and was
adopted by the Romans who
transferred it to the Iberian Peninsula.
The Muslims used men on horseback to
fight the bulls which evolved into the
practice of using cape and sword, the
Spanish way. Bullfighting first
appeared on the island of Terceira in
1588. It is a "bloodless" affair with
both the bullfighter and bull surviving
the best they can. There is another
type of bullfighting which is also done
on Terceira and is called "tourada à
corda" or roped-bull baiting.
In modern history, spring and early
summer is the time for branding cattle
and with this is the battle of man and
beast competing to see who is the
strongest. Also, with branding time
comes man's rite of spring in which he
demonstrates his maleness to the
opposite sex. Thus, we have the
background for tourada à corda. In tourada à corda a 250 foot cord is tied to the neck of the bull with 
several men holding the other end. The perplexed bull is released in town and is chased and tormented 
with umbrellas and other such raiment. Azorean men test their courage against the bull's fickle 
disposition. Some get hurt, but it is a joyous celebration which everyone in town attends. The cord 
incidentally is the one way the bull is brought under control when need be.
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Important Historical Events
Dr. James H. Guill of Tulare, California is an American expert on the history of the Azores. His 1972 
publication of A History of the Azores Islands and his 1993 work, A History of the Azores Islands: 
Handbook, are two of the only English language histories available. Any student of the islands should 
certainly have the latter work for reference.
The Azores, because of its natural setting in the Atlantic, has always been a resupply depot and a trading 
station for Atlantic shipping. Horta, Angra, and Ponta Delgada harbors were in constant use by ships of all
nations even during wartime. Many types of people have put ashore at these ports and have left 
something of themselves there. The French, English, and pirates of all types raided the Azores and 
attacked Spanish shipping along the coast.
Angra, in Terceira, was the center of government for the Azores, and when the Spanish took control of 
Portugal in 1580, they wanted to claim the Azores as well. On July 25th, 1581, the Terceirans along with 
other Azoreans fought the Spanish in a bloody land battle where cattle were released by the Azoreans to 
disperse and stop the invaders. Undaunted, fifty Spanish ships bombarded the island with cannons. The 
French sent troops to help the Azoreans, but the Spanish forces prevailed. Soon though the Azoreans 
rejected the authoritarian rule of the Spanish governor and were supported by 7,000 French and English 
troops and 70 ships. Spain sent a fleet of ships and won the battle. Another skirmish on land followed, 
but this time the Spanish won. They held the Azores in what is called The Babylonian Captivity of 1580-
1642.
The Azores were involved in the Portuguese Civil War which lasted from 1820 to 1833. The Azoreans 
supported a constitutional monarchy and repelled invaders from the opposite side in 1829. This resulted 
in a government for the Azoreans under the Portuguese crown. The king gave them the latitude to make 
most local governmental policy themselves.

Dabney and the famine
To end this discussion on the history of the Azores Islands, the Dabney family of Boston needs to be 
mentioned. Various members of the family served as U.S. Consul to the Azores through the 1800's. Their
consulate was in Horta, Faial, and they were closely involved in commerce between the U.S. and the 
islands. The family had their own ships, and they made major contributions to the islands. They 
supported the whaling enterprise and were involved in connecting the islands by submarine cable. Also 
they helped to erect a breakwater at Horta which was extremely important to protecting the habor.
While Charles W. Dabney was U.S. Consul in the late 1850's, there was a famine in the Azores. He had 
43,000 bushels of corn shipped to help alleviate the problem. In 1858, he distributed at his own expense 
wheat and Indian corn to 800 needy people on the island of Pico with each receiving 1/2 lbs. of food daily
for four months. In 1859, he solicited friends and countrymen in Boston to pay for 10,000 bushels of 
corn. He was praised by the Azoreans as seen in this excerpt from an official government statement: 
"This corn was transported in the barque 'Azor' which he owned, free of cost; and he also refused to 
accept any compensation for the use of his granaries, and landed the corn at his own expense".

Ana Baptista, Catarina Amaral
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From the beginning of the Earth to the Atlantic Arc

250 million years ago, the Earth was a different world. A single supercontinent existed, the Pangea (from 
the Ancient Greek πᾶ ν pan "entire", and Γαῖ α Gaia "Earth", Latinized as Gæa), surrounded by a single 
vast global ocean, the Panthalassa (from the Ancient Greek Πανθαλασσά, meaning 'all sea').

Through the upheavals that we have since come to know as plate tectonics , the shifting of the Earth's 
crust tore the supercontinent asunder at approximately 180 million years ago and large bodies of land 
drifted across the surface of the Earth to ultimately become our present-day continents.
The theory that continents drifted from their original position was first proposed by German meteorologist
Alfred Wegener in 1912. However, it was not until the 1960s when geologist Harry H. Hess and 
oceanographer Robert S. Dietz developed the theory of seafloor spreading that Wegener's postulate 
gained acceptance. Taken together, they led to the theory of plate tectonics, or global tectonics.
Pangea started rifting apart through the primordial influence of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. As it came to life, 
slowly dividing a single supercontinent into two separate continents, Laurasia and Gondwana, it gave 
birth to what would later become the North Atlantic Ocean.
And slowly, over the span of millennia, a new world was forged. New continents arose and slowly drifted 
apart, and among others, Europe began to take shape. But the Mid-Atlantic Ridge was a power that could
not be stopped or tamed, and its volcanic activity was, and still is, never ending. As the continental plates
separated and the molten lava from within the Earth found its way to the surface, new islands were 
created. Places of fire and water and earth, where the Earth powers from within are ever manifested:

• Iceland, made of fire and ice. It lays directly
upon the Mid-Atlantic Ridge and is home of
some of the most impressive volcanic displays
of our time.

• The Azores. An archipelago made of nine
islands, resting upon the junction of three
tectonic plates, on the verge of the Mid-
Atlantic Ridge. It shelters both dorment and
active volcanoes and is often referred to as the
Misty Islands.

• Madeira. Although it is not settled on top of the
Mid-Atlantic Ridge, it is of volcanic origin. No
longer active, it still presents strong evidence
of the power of the Earth volcanoes.

• The Canary Islands, home of the third largest
volcano on Earth (Mount Teide) on a volcanic
ocean island.

Together they formed the Atlantic Arch, the most
western manifestation of European soil. In common they have a birth of fire, amidst a cradle of water. 
They acted as stepping stones as mankind headed West or East, as sheltering harbours from long 
voyages, as sources of supplies and resources for the braves who dare explore the unknown.

Catarina Amaral
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The North Atlantic "Port-of-Call"

Settlers
After the discovery of the islands, there was no immediate general interest in settling there – people 
would wonder on what benefits could come from small pieces of land lost in the middle of the ocean. 
However, Gonçalo Velho Cabral went on with his effort of gathering people to settle the islands. And, 
indeed, all sorts of people eventually got there. Besides the Portuguese coming from some of the 
mainland provinces, there are records of Moors, black African slaves (that would later on be sent to the 
Brazil in fear of a rebellion), criminals, clergy, British, Scots, French, Jews, Flemish… Some came on the 
pursuit of a better life (poverty-stricken in their homeland with nothing to lose); some were petty 
convicted criminals ordered there by the king; others were fleeing from the wars and conflicts taking 
place in several parts of Europe; others were running away from religious persecution, caught in the 
turmoil of the Reformation period; and still others came on behalf of their hope to get wealthy, 
discovering exotic places and products… So, many reasons for many people to start approaching the 
Azores and either settle there or take the island as a step to further journeys into the unknown.
One of the major groups came from
Flanders in the very first years and so
important it was on shaping the
settling process that many of them
were to become the “in situ” rulers of
the islands (see article ), in charge of
the economy and trade.
And the influx went on along the
centuries, the islanders’ surnames
clearly portraying the origins. First
Europeans, then Americans, in the
19th c, all related to important
commercial and trade issues. From the
Flemish and the dyeing commerce to
the British and the vineyards or the
Americans with the whale industry
(American Consul Dabney and his
successors, in Faial, supported the
whale industry with their own ships,
and, amid other activities, they were
also involved in installing the cable
services in Horta).
Most Jews only arrived in the 19th c.,
its major reference being the family Bensaúde (Portuguese adopted surname) that, having emigrated 
from Morocco, settled in the Azores and came to be one of the most powerful economic assets of its 
economy up to the
present (their business
covering a whole set of
activities that range
from hotel industry to
the Azorean air flight
company, SATA,
amongst many other
things).
 
Trade routes
From the moment the
islands were settled,
their strategic
importance was easily
perceived. Navigation
came to understand
winds and currents and
soon realized they
pushed ships towards
the Azorean waters.
This knowledge
inevitably brought the archipelago to its crossroads situation and, besides the role of servicing the 
kingdom with commodities and tribute, it performed a wider task as a “port-of-call”, a stopover for ships 
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to be resupplied and repaired, a spot for trading crops and all sorts of other products coming from all 
parts of the world, India, Africa, America….
The Azores operated as the perfect “station” of the Portuguese and English on the trips to their overseas 
colonies (in the peak years more than 100 ships could be seen in the Harbour of Angra do Heroísmo – 
then called the “Universal Port-of-Call of the Setting-sun Sea”).
In fact, from the 16th c. onwards, those who ruled over the islands in fact ruled over the Atlantic trade 
routes, a recognition that explains the building of a huge number of fortresses (article ) along the coast 
of the islands, seeking to prevent the permanent attacks by pirates, corsairs and troupes from kingdoms 
all over (Spanish, French, Dutch, English, Turkish fleets permanently crossing the seas on their quest for 
richness and lands ahead).
In the beginning of the 16th c. the Portuguese king set the so-called “Fleet of the Islands” whose task 
was to help protect all this traffic. The “Volta das ilhas” (tour through the islands) dictated by the winds 
and currents made the Portuguese carracks cross the archipelago with the richness brought from Ceylon, 
China, Japan, Guinea, and
Malacca… In the middle of
the 16th c., the Spanish
galleons brought silver
from the West Indies
(Cartagena), stopping in
Angra before proceeding
to Seville. During the
years of the Iberian Union
(1580-1640), the islands’
harbours received virtually
all the ships of both fleets.
The 18th c. saw the
crossing of the gold
coming from Brazil.

Steamboats decreased the
importance of the islands
as “port-of-call” in the
19th c. However, the
British and their interests
in Argentina, together
with the interests of the
emerging countries (ex-
colonies) always kept an
eye on the strategic position of these Atlantic islands. The 20th c. and the world conflicts would reinforce 
the political and geostrategic role of the Azores.

Sources:
• Portugal Europa - Uma antologia
• História dos Açores - Francisco Maduro Dias

Ana Baptista
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Chaining the world

Electric telegraph
submarine cable
systems
The second half of the
19th
century (1837) witnes
sed the development
of the telegraph cable
systems, with the first
cable connecting
Mancha Channel in
1850. First attempts to
link Europe and North
America were made in
1857 and 1865, but
they all failed. Only at the third time would they be lucky, in 1867, managing to lay two cables and thus 
amazing people who suddenly realized messages were arriving instantly, even before they had been sent 
(difference in hours had never been felt before).

Portugal
Within the strategic point of view, Portugal was early perceived as an essential axis to have cables and 
nodes laid, both inland and overseas, on what would be seen as the strategic triangle: Lisbon area, Cape 
Verde and the Azores. In 1870, King D. Luiz signed an agreement with the British to set a cable 
connexion between London and Malta, with a node in Lisbon, which started to operate in the same year, 
helping connect Britain to India in a fast and safe way, avoiding the Russian and Ottoman Emoires. In 
1873, a holding was created to overrule connections (Eastern Telegraph Company Limited) and further 
nodes were set in Cape Verde and Madeira, namely to allow communications with Brazil and Africa:

“The Eastern Telegraph Company almost wraps the world with its cables under the mysteries of the 
oceans. From Morocco to Cape it holds the African coasts, involves Brazil, Argentina to Peru, India is 
dominated, Asia and part of Oceania communicate through its lines. (…) The gallop of thoughts, the air 
horse all youth stories tell us about, are nothing when compared to the positive of the submarine cable, 
the line of surprises, that within a short time tells of revolutions in Russia, fights in Japan, hurricanes in 
America, hunger in India, about miseries and grandeurs, crimes, virtues of the world by simply operating
some equipments from one side of the universe to the other. That’s why, there, in that vast room of the 
submarine cable telegraph, in Quinta Nova de Carcavelos, facing the young men operating their 
equipments, we told the Chief accompanying us, with a slight envy: “From here, you rule the world” 
(Excerpt of the news “O Telégrafo submarino/The Submarine telegraph” in Ilustração Portuguesa, 28 de 
Abril de 1913).

Azores
The Azores saw the arrival of the cable system in 1893, when an affiliate of the Eastern holding, Europe 
and Azores Telegraph Company Limited, developed a prime role in setting the concessions of the 
Portuguese State. The Azores became an Atlantic platform that allowed the spreading of the cable nets 
chaining several parts of North America and Europe. In 1899, Americans and Germans also received 
concessions from the Portuguese Government and cables were set in 1900 and in 1903 linking 
Ireland/Great-Britain /Azores/Canada and Emden (Germany) to New York.
On the turn of the 20th c., Portugal was at the centre of a very intense net of cable communications 
system, with British, German, American, French and Italian cable companies set in Horta. Up to 1928 
fifteen companies laid cables in the Harbour of Horta and, until the middle of the century, the city was 
considered one of the most, if not the most, important centre of communications in the world.
For circa 70 years (1893-1969), Horta became a highly cosmopolitan city, with the ways of living of the 
different nationalities introducing a specific and rich social and economic atmosphere. The edifices built 
for the purpose and the residential areas where the workers and families of these companies came to live
are landmarks of the urban landscape of the city until today. Children from different nationalities would 
go to school together with the Portuguese students (even in war times, what would set them as 
enemies). Adults would intermarry. For decades, there was qualified employment and commerce 
prospered along with a unique mixture of cultures which deeply influenced society, culture and sports in 
general. In 1903, for instance, the "Junta Local da Liga Naval Portuguesa" was founded to provide sports 
as sailing and rowing, activities headed by Germans and British working in the submarine cable 
companies.
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Horta - German submarine cable company Landing the Horta shore end
of the Italian Malaga - Horta cable

Sources:
• Portugal and the building of Atlantic telegraph networks - Ana Paula Silva
• Açores Europa - Uma antologia
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João Vaz Corte Real and successors

Origins
The Corte Real family is said to have come to Portugal in the period of the
founding of the nation, during the wars against the Moors. They were all
knights and chivalry men. João Vaz was the first to head towards the sea – in
fact towards the west, looking for new lands, as secretly as possible, so as to
avoid other nations’ greed, namely Castile's.
When the Portuguese Prince D. Henrique, the Navigator, the promoter of the
Discoveries, died, in 1460, he left his discoveries' affairs to his nephews, King
D. Afonso V and Prince D. Fernando. The latter inherited the leadership of the
Holy Order of Christ and the islands of Madeira, Porto Santo, Cape Verde, S.
Tomé and the Azores. When Prince Fernando died, his wife got the rule of the
Azores, while her son was still an infant, and divided the island of Terceira in
two. João Vaz Corte Real, born in the Algarve, became captain-donatary of
Angra do Heroísmo (1474) and of the island of S. Jorge (1483) as a reward of
the very important services paid to the Portuguese Crown.
In fact, in 1473, King D. Afonso V had sent him to Denmark, to take part in
an expedition headed by the German navigator Didrik Pining, to establish and
renew old allegiances between Denmark and Greenland. He also organized
other expeditions that would take him to the North-American coast, exploring
it from the banks of the Hudson and St. Lawrence’s rivers to Canada and the Peninsula of Labrador. That 
being true, it means he arrived to the American continent circa 19 years before Columbus.

Captain-donatary in Terceira
Corte Real landed in Terceira in 1474, with his family and a
huge group of settlers, Portuguese and foreigners, to whom
he gave land to populate the islands and set agriculture and
farming. He also planned the urban structure of Angra and
the streets keep most of this old design up to the present.
On the top of the highest hillock facing the harbour he had a
castle built – Castelo de S. Crisovão or S. Luis, usually
known as Castelo dos Moinhos (Mills´Castle, due to the
several mills built there on the first settlements).
He set his residence in this Castle. The first hospital, House
of Customs and the Church of S. Salvador were also built
under his order. He helped the Franciscan Order to complete
their Monastery, in whose church he, his wife, some
relatives and other famous people are buried (for example,
Paulo da Gama, the brother of Vasco da Gama, the
discoverer of the sea route to India in 1498, who died in the
return of the first voyage). This Monastery hosts the
Museum of Angra today.

João Vaz Corte Real’s successors
João Vaz had six children. The eldest, Vasco Annes inherited his father and brothers' estate and 
possessions, as well as the places they had discovered, all granted by king D. Manuel, in 1497, due to his
and his family’s achievements and contributions to the Portuguese kingdom. One of his daughters, D. 
Isabel, married the Flemish Joss van Hurtere (second captain-danatary of Faial and Pico). The other two 
sons, Miguel and Gaspar went on seafaring and exploring, having disappeared during their trips towards 
west.
Gaspar left with two ships in 1500, heading north and is said to have discovered what the old writings call
“Green Land”, “Labrador’s Land” or “Land of the Codfish”. In 1501, he left again and never came back. 
Miguel was also a famous seafarer and was rewarded by King D. Manuel with the ownership of all 
possessions he and his family had discovered or might discover. In 1502, he went on pursuit of his 
brother. He found the same fate and never came back. However, there are many tales about him, the 
most famous being the Dighton Rock (see note below). The eldest brother, Vasco Annes, wanted to go 
after them both but the king didn’t allow it and so he stood in Angra and ruled over the properties, 
having died when 90 years old. Vasco Annes' eldest son, Manoel Corte Real, became the third captain-
donatary, in 1538 and also lord of the New Found Land and Chief of the Castle of S. Sebastião, in Angra. 
The family went on as captain-donataries.
For generations they intermarried with some of the most notable families of Portugal and Spain and 
became immensely powerful and rich. The palace of Corte Real in Lisbon, near the royal square (Terreiro 
do Paço) and the estate of Queluz (where the palace, called “Little Versailles” is set) were only some of 
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the most notable properties). Over the years they got the rule over many of the Azores islands and huge 
estates in Portugal and Spain. During the Iberian Union, the Corte Real somehow supported and served 
the Spanish kings, which led to the confiscation of all their goods and properties when of the restoration 
of the independence, in 1640 (the estate of Queluz became part of the Crown’s possessions up to the end
of the monarchy, being one of the most important monuments nowadays, hosting foreign heads of state 
and many official ceremonies).

Notes:
• Dighton Rock

The rock was found to have many
inscriptions that have suggested several
origins, from native American to Phoenician,
Portuguese or Chinese. In 1918, Edmund
Delabarre defended they were of Portuguese
origin and that he had deciphered the
following inscription: “Miguel Corte Real, by
the will of God here chief of the Indians”.
The thesis has been given huge support by
the Miguel Corte Real Memorial Society, New
York. A Portuguese-American doctor, Manuel
da Silva, Director of the Dighton Rock
Museum, says that there are several shields carved on the stone with the shape of the crosses 
used on the Portuguese caravels and carracks.
The rock is in very bad shape, which makes it even more difficult to understand. However, many 
modern scholars think the engravings are from native American tribes. Nevertheless, many 
support the Corte Real Theory, also arguing the Wampanoag Indians had Portuguese origin 
names and that some were white, that meaning that Miguel might have lived at least for some 
years in New England’s territory.
The surname Corte Real was attributed to the father of João Vaz, the knight Vasco Annes, by 
King D. Duarte, that made him the governor of Tavira (Algarve), on behalf of his bravery and 
help given to King João I, when of the war against Castile (1383-1385), his role on the conquest 
of Ceuta (1415) – “the first man who went in”, according to the chronicles -, and also because he
was one of the Twelve of England.

Sources:
• Portuguese Pilgrims and Dighton Rock
• João Vaz Corte Real, navegador e donatário de Angra na Ilha Terceira e Ilha de S. Jorge
• História dos Açores

Ana Baptista
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From fact to myth, from geomorphology to human endeavour

General frame
From Pangaea to the modern Earth
shape 250 million years went by. In
between, a whole history of the planet
took place, side by side with the
development of mankind. Fact and
fiction intermingle in the building of the
historical process that has led us up to
the present.
In a geophysical perspective, the Mid-
Atlantic Ridge reflects the end of the
European continent. Today, there is a
whole set of islands along the Ridge,
some of which part of the so-called
Atlantic Arch, that extends itself from
Iceland in the north to the much more
southern Cape Verde archipelago,
displaying a natural border between the
European and the American tectonic
plates. Right on the middle of these two
plates and also the African plate, we
find the Azorean triple junction, where
seven of the nine Azorean islands, colonized by the Portuguese since the 15th century, are set.
From a symbolic point of view, the Azores can be seen as a landmark, this junction reflecting the lands 
that have both divided and linked known and unknown continents. Within the mythological approach, 
several legends set the possible location of their non-written tales in the area of this archipelago, thus 
enveloping it in an intricate assemble of historical facts and fantasy epics. Nowadays, it is all part of a 
common worldwide frame somehow reflecting the human journey on the planet – legends as 
the Atlantis or St Brendan’s trip, for example, clearly portray the pursuit for everlasting happiness, in a 
paradise land filled with wisdom and, at one time, material and spiritual wealth.

As for the metaphorical frame, one can trace the whole of this human journey: man setting path from his
Eastern birth cradle always heading West, aiming to achieve ultimate perfection and right to fading 
evening in the Land where the sun (and mankind) sets, thus reaching the promised Paradise.

The myth(s)
Inevitably shadowed by mystery, there are recurrent reports (from Classic times to Middle Ages) about 
lands/islands that would exist or would have existed in the middle of the meanwhile created Atlantic 
Ocean (175 million years BP), set further west of the young European continent.
However, this information was scarce, inaccurate, here and there depicted in charts and maps with 
different settings, shapes and names, more belonging to the realms of myth than to any proven data. In 
fact, scholar investigation more and more seems to deny such existence, at least within the frame of the 
tales that embroidered it (wikipedia ). And from the moment general and intentional navigation takes 
place across the Atlantic, within the dawn of the period of the Discoveries, the maps get more and more 
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accurate and knowledge more and more precise, bringing those fantasy drawings to progressive oblivion 
and discredit. Nevertheless, this didn’t prevent lots of legends from surviving that old, shadowy 
knowledge, rooted in the ancient writings or oral stories and carried on from generation to generation – 
the Celtic epics, the Christian and Christianising journeys...

Tales
Some of these best-known and most
emblematic tales are related to the mythic
lost continent of (see notes below):

• Atlantis (1),
• the Seven Cities (2),
• the Lands of St Brendan (3),
• the Fortunate Islands (4),
• the Island of O’Braesil (5),
• Antilia (6)…

All places are referred since ancient times,
have different cultural origins, the
common basis being its setting
somewhere in the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean. An indication that "mythical" lands
across the sea existed came, for example,
from the Greek historian Theopompus
(Θεόπομπος ) in 4th century BC, who
wrote of a large western land in the
Atlantic. Pliny and Diodorus later wrote of
a large continent in the western sea, while, in 600 BC the Greek Solon (when travelling in Egypt) was told
stories of an island named Atlantis. Plato wrote about this in his Dialogues (Timaeus and Critias) around 
400 BC. His account tells of a powerful land outside the “Pillars of Hercules” (the Strait of Gibraltar) that 
was larger than Libya and Asia combined. It was a land that was the way to other lands, but it had sank 
during a time of earthquakes and floods. The water was so muddy from its sinking that it was 
impassable... Those were manifestations of uncertainty, but so ubiquitous that they were considered fact.
Certainly one of the most interesting facts is that these legends do not have a specific isolated root, that 
is, they do not anchor in a given culture (namely the Portuguese one that promoted the human 
settlement of the Azorean archipelago in the 15th century). In fact, their origin varies, for instance, from 
Irish/Celtic to Catalan or Arab sources and refer to particular issues related to particular countries: “There
were stories, such as Irish St Brendan of Clonfert who, in 545, sailed from Kerry to discover islands on 
his journey (likely Madeira). On a Catalan chart these Atlantic islands were identified as the Isles of St. 
Brendan, lying only a few hundred miles off the Strait of Gibraltar. In the 12th century, the Arab 
Muhammad al-Idrisi was credited at one time of having located a series of islands which might have been
the Cape Verdes, the Madeiras, the Canaries, or possibly the Azores” (wikipedia ).
From North to South, evidence of this known/uncertain “world” is presented and widely ascertained as a 
kind of basic, ancient-rooted knowledge. In a way, one could say it seems to lay on a primeval sort of 
“genetic memory”, bare common ground for the several European peoples, and one thing seems quite 
obvious – throughout times curiosity towards west evolved as well as the subsequent movement of 
peoples on a quest towards the sunset lands, regardless of the real, essential pursuit (the drive 
to Promised Land or the bare, material intent of finding lands with all sorts of new opportunities).
Even if these legends only frame man´s “real” quest towards west, it may be legitimate to say that the 
so-called “genetic memory”, presumably leading/guiding peoples on a journey pursuing late, late 
ancestors’ or Paradise lands, has provided the basis for the endeavour, the logical response of a 
migratory expansion, a natural movement raising from “known/developed” east and finding its natural 
channels westwards - in fact the logical result of human curiosity and need for places and resources.
The Azorean archipelago is a clear manifestation of this endeavour – besides a step towards further West,
it can also be seen as an ultimate west-reaching point, the land where those departing from East end 
and/or restart their journey/quest, the Ridge triple-joining plates, while also possibly drifting worlds apart
– born of fire, out of the ocean waters, a perpetual movement of a world that fades giving birth to 
another… always further west…
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1 "The story of Atlantis begins quite literally with two of Plato's dialogues, Timaeus and Critias. These 
accounts are the only known written records which refer specifically to a lost civilization called Atlantis. 
Many people believe the tale to be complete fiction, the creation of a philosopher's imagination used to 
illustrate an argument. Others believe that the story was inspired by catastrophic events which may have
destroyed the Minoan civilization on Crete and Thera. Still others maintain that the story is an accurate 
representation of a long lost and almost completely forgotten land. The story of Atlantis began to unfold 
with Plato around 355 B.C. Around 370 B.C. Plato said that the continent lay in the Atlantic Ocean beyond
the Strait of Gibraltar until its destruction 10.000 years previously".
2 "Portuguese legend about seven cities founded on the island of Antillia by a Catholic expedition in the 
8th century".
3 "St. Brendan belongs to that glorious period in the history of Ireland when the island in the first glow of 
its conversion to Christianity sent forth its earliest messengers of Faith to the continent and the regions 
of the sea... These adventures were called the "Navigatio Brendani", the Voyage or Wandering of St. 
Brendan, but there is no historical proof of this journey. Brendan is said to have sailed in search of a 
fabled Paradise with a company of monks, the number of which is variously stated as from 18 to 150. 
After a long voyage of seven years they reached the "Terra Repromissionis", or Paradise, a most beautiful
land with luxuriant vegetation. The narrative offers a wide range for the interpretation of the 
geographical position of this land and with it of the scene of the legend of St. Brendan. On the Catalonian
chart (1375) it is placed not very far west of the southern part of Ireland. On other charts, however, it is 
identified with the "Fortunate Isles" of the ancients and is placed towards south. Thus it is put among the 
Canary Islands on the Herford chart of the world (beginning of the 14th century); it is substituted for the 
island of Madeira on the chart of the Pizzigani (1367), on the Weimar chart (1424), and on the chart of 
Beccario (1435). As the increase in knowledge of this region proved the former belief to be false, the 
island was pushed farther into the ocean. It is found 60 degrees west of the first meridian and very near 
the Equator on Martin Behaim's globe. The inhabitants of Ferro, Gomera, Madeira, and the Azores 
positively declared to Columbus that they had often seen the island… till the belief in its existence was 
finally abandoned".
4 "In the Fortunate Isles, also called the Isles (or Islands) of the Blessed (μακάρων νῆ σοι - makárôn 
nêsoi), heroes and other favored mortals in Greek mythology and Celtic mythology were received by the 
gods into a winterless blissful paradise. According to Greek mythology, the islands were reserved for 
those who had chosen to be reincarnated thrice, and managed to be judged as especially pure enough to 
gain entrance to the Elysian Fields all three times. These islands were thought to lie in the Western Ocean
near the encircling River Oceanus; Madeira, Canary Islands, Azores, Cape Verde and Bermuda have 
sometimes been cited as possible matches".
5 "A phantom island which was said to lie in the Atlantic ocean west of Ireland. In Irish myths it was said 
to be cloaked in mist, except for one day every seven years, when it became visible but still could not be 
reached. It probably has similar roots to other mythical islands said to exist in the Atlantic, such as 
Atlantis, St. Brendan's Island and the Isle of Man. The etymology of the names Brasil and Hy-Brasil are 
unknown but in Irish tradition it is thought to come from the Irish Uí Breasail (meaning "descendants 
(i.e., clan) of Breasal"), one of the ancient clans of northeastern Ireland. cf. Old Irish: Í: island; bres: 
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beauty, worth; great, mighty".
6 "Antillia (or Antilia) is a legendary island that was reputed, during the 15th century age of exploration, 
to lie in the Atlantic Ocean, far to the west of Portugal and Spain. The island also went by the name of 
Isle of Seven Cities (Ilha das Sete Cidades (Portuguese), Septe Cidades). It originates from an old 
Iberian legend, set during the Muslim conquest of Hispania c. 714. Seeking to flee from the Muslim 
conquerors, seven Christian Visigothic bishops embarked with their flocks on ships and set sail westwards
into the Atlantic Ocean, eventually landing on an island (Antilha) where they founded seven settlements. 
The island makes its first explicit appearance as a large rectangular island in the 1424 portolan chart of 
Zuane Pizzigano. Thereafter, it routinely appeared in most nautical charts of the 15th century. After 1492,
when the north Atlantic Ocean began to be routinely sailed, and became more accurately mapped, 
depictions of Antillia gradually disappeared. It nonetheless lent its name to the Spanish Antilles".
quotes and sources: websites

Ana Baptista, Catarina Amaral
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Three Geo-Tales on the birth of the Azores

The Legend of Atlantis (The Azores)
In the ancient times it used to be said that beyond the Columns
of Hercules (Gibraltar) the powerful empire of
Atlantis dominated, under the protection of Poseidon. The whole
Atlantis was dream and delight. Everyone comprised in enjoying
and exploring the richness of the realm. However, his people
always practiced the art of war. They defended the empire very
well. But they became proud and for the first time ambition led
them to increase their dominium. Pride and vanity took over;
they fell in luxury and corruption, disrespecting the gods.
Zeus decided to summon a council of gods so that a
punishment would be applied to the people of Atlantis. As a
consequence the earth shook violently, the sky darkened as if it
was night, the fire took the forests and the sea swallowed
towns and cities. Atlantis and all its prosperity disappeared
forever.
However the nine tallest mountains stayed above water… Many years later these small islands became 
inhabited and today they are said to be the nine islands of the Azores. Its good and auspicious climate 
and the beautiful sights remind us of the once powerful, blessed and prosperous Atlantis. Natural 
disasters occurring from time to time remind people not to commit the same errors the people of Atlantis 
did.

The Legend of Angra do Heroismo (Terceira)
According to tradition, the Prince of the Seas lived in love with a
beautiful, fair-haired princess; however the princess loved
another prince. The Prince of the Seas was consumed with
jealousy and decided to call a fairy to cast a spell on the
princess so she would love him. The fairy did all kind of spells
and incantations but none worked due to the profound love the
princess felt for the other prince.
One day the princess and her lover finally kissed and the kiss
rustle awoke the Prince of the Seas. The fairy also crossed the
skies because she had fallen in love with the other prince. The
fairy then whispered to the Prince of the Seas: “Prince of the
Seas, the time has come to avenge our love”. The Prince of the
Seas, hatefully, replied: “Run Fairy, fulminate the prince who
stole my love… But remember… only Him!”
The fairy took him to the beach where the two lovers were and
there they found the princess with her long blond hair spread to the setting sun, reclining over her lover. 
Very quickly the fairy cast a spell and the other prince became a huge green mount (Mount Brazil) 
standing tall facing the sea. The princess refused to leave her beloved and remained forever reclining 
over him, becoming the Bay at the feet of her lover. 
With the millennia the bay became Angra do Heroismo… they
remain together cradled night and day by the eternal anguished
cry of Atlantic… Prince of the Seas.

The Legend of the Lagoon of the Black Man (Terceira)
A long time ago the daughter of a noble man, promised in
marriage to another man, fell in love with a black slave. One
day they decided to elope but their secret was discovered and
the slave ran away. He ran high and low in the heart of the
beautiful “Ilha Terceira” trying to escape. Becoming desperate
and sensing his enemies were approaching, he began to cry and
very quickly his tears multiplied and became a lagoon next to a
green hill. Having nowhere else to run or hide, the slave dived
in the dark water, drowning.
 
(Tales collected by Anaísa Santos and Fernando Patrício - students in Escola Secundária de Alcanena - 
2012; translation into English by Sara Correia - tourist groups manager and former student in Escola 
Secundária de Alcanena)

Ana Baptista
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US military presence in the Azores from WWII up to the present

When of the Treaty allowing the British to use the Azores facilities, the Americans were everything but 
satisfied, because, on the one hand, they still had no direct access to the military facilities, and, on the 
other hand, it made it uncertain for the after-war times, since the USA had long made several plans 
towards their setting of permanent bases around the so-called “influence and protection sphere of the 
American continent”, in which the control of the Azores always appeared as a priority.
As a consequence, the USA started direct conversations with Portugal, refusing any intermediaries, 
namely the UK, thus starting to show the hegemonic role they were preparing to develop while setting 
the UK aside from that same role. Negotiations started in the West in the end of 1943, after the Allies 
had deemed essential the opening of a second war front in the West, in their meetings of Moscow and 
Teheran. An American engineer battalion indeed arrived in early 1944 to Terceira to build a bigger Air 
Base in Lages, under the argument of helping the British.

“Though the sight of any land would have been welcome to the 801st Engineers after its two week 
voyage, the view of the Azores' principal city of Angra, on 17 Jan. 1944, raising from the sea into green 
plots, stout fences of lava rock, and colourful dwellings of Mediterranean design, was especially pleasant.
The city consisted of low, white houses with colourful doorways, trims and roofs of Spanish tile. For most
of the 801st in this age before television, world travel or even colour magazines, it was a unique and 
unforgettable sight" (website ).

The American-Portuguese negotiation
The Americans pressed the Portuguese with a long list of facilities required by the American government. 
However, this was received by the American diplomats in Lisbon almost with horror – and luckily, they 
never reached Salazar. In their own words, they almost represented a “takeover” of the archipelago:

• Air and naval bases in S. Miguel, Faial, Terceira and Flores; 
• Access to the existing cable communications systems (considered essential for the American 

activity in the Azores and in the war scenarios in Africa and Europe); 
• Unrestricted harbour facilities; 
• Land accommodation for the people required to operate in the harbours; 
• Permission to anchor a war ship in all the ports used by their troops; 
• Ready admission of the American personnel needed to improve, build and operate the facilities in 

the archipelago; 
• Customs facilities for all the materials and equipments. 

George Kennan

An American diplomat in Lisbon, George Kennan, showed the list to the 
British Ambassador in Lisbon, who “grew pale”. Both understood that if 
Salazar set his eyes on such a document that would only create a sore 
problem in the relationships between the two countries. Besides, from 
then onwards, there would be no chance for an agreement to ever take 
place, suspicious and furious as Salazar would get – he, that already 
feared the imperialistic intentions of the Americans. Not to speak about 
the fact that the Agreement with the British had already been signed 
reluctantly (only under the old allegiance held between the two countries,
and in exchange of the promise to fully respect the Portuguese empire 
and immediately withdraw from the Azores as soon as the war ended). 
Kennan also realised that, either the USA worked along with Salazar to 
get some facilities or the only way out would be to take down the 
Portuguese political regimen.
In September 1942, Kennan was assigned as a counselor in Lisbon, 
where he begrudgingly took on an administrative role handling 
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intelligence and base operations.
Back from Washington, where he had been called to receive new 
instructions, Kennan met Salazar and gave him the letter of Roosevelt, 
where the president underlined “the advantages of working towards a 
quick end for the war and the saving of lives” ("O Tratado Luso-
Americano"). It also added the USA had no ambitions over the 
Portuguese overseas territories, reminding Salazar of the American 
presence in the Azores during WWI - “there had never been a doubt 
about the good intentions of the Americans and their promise to leave the
bases as soon as the conflict ended” (“O Tratado Luso-Americano”). Their
most pressing request at the moment was the authorization to build a 
new Air Base in Flores, since Lages was not enough to serve the war 
effort.
Salazar didn’t answer immediately. He was not only worried with his 
neutral policy; in fact, he also knew the Azores were the ultimate frontier 
of Europe against the American Imperialism and he didn’t want it to “fall” 
into their hands.

António de Oliveira Salazar

Timor and the Azores
In a next meeting, to help conversations improve, Kennan asked for the authorization to build the Air 
Base, in St. Maria, since the studies had considered the previous intention of building it in Flores 
impossible, thus postponing the decision on its further use till after the war. On December 31st, 
authorization for preliminary studies was granted, but only in May 1944 did Salazar allow the American 
company Pan Air to do the studies that would afterwards design the building of the Air Base. A huge 
argument was the question of Timor, the only Portuguese territory occupied during the war, and the 
recognition that the help of the American troops in the Pacific would be needed to solve the problem. The
Americans repeatedly stated that the authorization for the use of the Azores was the best contribution of 
the Portuguese government towards helping solve the problems in the Pacific.  
In July 1944, after a series of complicated and exasperating meetings, Salazar allowed Pan Air to proceed
with the first works, restating, however that he would only discuss the question of its further use on the 
right moment, that was, when the question of Timor would allow it.

Agreement
In the beginning of October, Salazar finally agreed with the building of the project and wrote a text to 
establish the conditions of the Agreement. The text was rejected by the Americans straight away and 
these declared, in return, that either Salazar agreed or the relationship with the American Government 
would be fully compromised. Almost in the middle of October, Salazar finally authorized the building of 
the air facilities and the question of the future use was indeed postponed.
The Portuguese-American Treaty was finally signed in November 28th, 1944, with Salazar obviously 
recognizing that more delays or excuses could not only question the rule of the Portuguese over Timor, 
but also over the rest of the empire and even the survival of the Portuguese political regimen itself. The 
Treaty guaranteed the presence and use of St. Maria’s facilities until the end of the war by the Americans
and also the UK, since they were allies. The facilities would remain Portuguese State property and the 
foreigners were to withdraw within a nine month period after the end of the hostilities. But, in practice, 
the sensitive issue of the future presence of the Americans in the Azores was postponed, the treaty 
having left a door open for further debate.
In return of Salazar’s “good-will”, according to notes attached to the Treaty, both British and American 
governments, aware of the “legitimate interest of the Portuguese to have Timor rid of the Japanese 
invaders, would accept and agree with the participation of Portugal in the war operations to be eventually
held to expel the Japanese from Timor, so that the rule of the place could be given back to Portugal” ("O 
Tratado Luso-Americano”). Most important, the notes underlined that this Portuguese participation, 
besides the eventual sending of troops, could take place in the form of the facilities granted in the Azores
that would help the transport of the American troops to and from the Pacific.

From the initial project in St. Maria to Lages
So, the Americans finally had their headquarters guaranteed on the islands. The project of St. Maria was 
followed by the Lages one, in Terceira, which had more sophisticated pre-structures, largely improved by 
British (and also Americans since early 1944).
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After WWII

American soldiers guarding the area under American
control in Lages

With the end of the war St. Maria soon 
became an international airport as well as a 
stopover for technical support of flights from 
America, North Africa, South Europe and the 
Middle East. The same happened to Lages, but
in this case for military purposes. The British 
left Lages on June 2nd, 1946, and the 
Americans also abandonesd St. Maria, but 
they were allowed to remain in Lages, from 
then on Base Aérea nº4.

The last times of the 2nd World War conflict and the ensuing years saw the building of American 
infrastructures on the island of Terceira that almost set “an American territory” within the Portuguese 
one. After the war, the American deadline to leave was several times postponed, namely under the 
signing of a Treaty in 1948.

NATO
1949 saw the Portuguese invitation and signature of the North Atlantic Treaty (NATO), an invitation 
mainly due to the importance of the Azores for the world’s new political alignment, especially with the 
emergence of the Cold War times. On behalf of this interest, the Americans pretended to ignore the 
political reality (mainland and overseas) followed by Salazar.
Such was the importance of the Azores, that it really justified the visit of the Presidents of the USA.

Dwight Eisenhower and Brigadier Francisco Chagas, 
in Lages, 1960, May 21st

American President Nixon in the Azores in
1971, December 14th

Several Treaties were signed along the years, guaranteeing the use of the Lages facilities, but the 
relationship between the USA and Portugal deteriorated along the 60s, due to the Portuguese colonial war
and the regimen policies. However, a NATO contingent was authorized in Lages by a Treaty set in 1962 
and renegotiated in 1968, already under the rule of Marcelo Caetano (who replaced Salazar as Prime-
Minister).
The move to a democratic regimen, in 1974, reinforced the international commitments and Lages went 
on in the hands of the Americans and the NATO forces. In 1979, after several years of intense 
negotiation, a new Treaty sealed the egreement on the use of facilities in exchange of a four-year 
amount of 140 million dollars, 80 of which would get straight into the budget of the Regional Government
of the Azores. That amount was the local main income source to promote and enhance the building of 
infrastructures, such as ports and airports, schools, hospitals, sanitary systems...

Up to the present
From 1990 onwards, with the fall of the Communist regimens and the entering of Portugal in the EU, in 
1986, the USA reinforced the argument that there should be no money counterparts between countries of
the same Organization (NATO) and the contribution made highly diminished. Nowadays, the Base of 
Lages is a huge aeronautic infrastructure, belonging to the Portuguese, under the Air Control Command 
of the Azores, but it still hosts an important contingent of the USA military forces – it was also part of the
NASA structure to receive their shuttles in case of emergency.
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In more recent conflicts as the 1st Gulf War or the 2nd invasion of the Iraq, this Air Base performed a 
crucial role in the American war effort by supply planes heading East on combat. However, the American 
Government has, in the past years decided to reduce its presence in Lages. In the beginning of 2012, the
press announced this intention, that was thus commented by the Portuguese General Loureiro dos 
Santos: “The USA redefined its general strategy on the use of military forces and the most important 
change was [the move] from a strategy that privileged the relationship with Europe to one that 
underlined its effort in Asia” (website ).
The discussions around the geo-strategic role of the Azores and its place as a border between the 
interests of the Americans and the Europeans remain a matter of debate within the Azorean politics and 
the Portuguese interests in the Atlantic up to today. Examples are the issue of Base of Lages and the 
terms of the agreement, which have caused a major alarm in the Azores since the leaving of the 
Americans from the island will create a major drawback in the economy of the island of Terceira. The 
issue of the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Azores is also under debate: the Azorean waters are, by far, 
the largest in the Union (994,000sqk) and therefore comprise most of its so-called “Western waters”. As 
it is stated that the rule of the biological resources is solely due to the Union management, the 
advantages of their integration in the EU have been largely advocated, and fishing has been partially 
open to Union ships already, strongly against the position of the Autonomic Government of the Region. 

Sources
• O Tratado Luso-Americano 
• A presença de Portugal no Mundo 
• websites 
• pictures from websites 

Ana Baptista
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Terceira: Angra do Heroísmo honors Vasco da Gama with statue – Azores (2016)

The Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama (c.1460-1524), the first navigator to sail directly from Europe to
India, was honored with a statue dedicated to him in Angra do Heroísmo, Terceira. The unveiling of the 
statue, on June 10, memorializes Vasco da Gama’s stop at Terceira island, in 1499, to lay to rest his 
brother Paulo da Gama, perished at sea on the homeward voyage. According to historical records, Vasco 
da Gama buried his brother at the monastery of São Francisco, in Angra do Heroísmo, and lingered there 
for 1 to 3 months in mourning.
Vasco da Gama’s fleet, consisting of four ships, had left Lisbon on July 18, 1497. The return trip, sailing 
against the wind, took 132 days, arriving in Lisbon on August 29, 1499.
The three ships were São Gabriel, commanded by Vasco da Gama; São Rafael, whose commander was 
his brother Paulo da Gama; Berrio, commanded by Nicolau Coelho; and a storage ship, of unknown 
name, commanded by Gonçalo Nunes.
The statue was a gift from Vitor Baptista, a Portuguese immigrant in Cambridge, Massachusetts, born in 
Terceira. This is the second statue commissioned by Vitor Baptista to honor a Portuguese hero.
Two decades ago, Vitor Baptista commissioned a statue of world famous Portuguese soccer player 
Eusébio, unveiled January 25, 1992, at Sport Lisboa Benfica in Lisbon. Eusébio (1942-2014) is considered
by many as one of the greatest footballers of all time. Both statues were created by Duker Bower, a 
Vermont (US) figurative artist.
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Thira and Nisyros, the volcanic islands of Aegean sea.

Hellas is situated between the Eurasian and African lithospheric plates.
During the long geological evolution a series of volcanoes have been created in the Aegean Sea. The 
reason for their creation was the movements of the Eurasian and the African lithospheric plates.

Hellas is situated between the two plains, which move towards each other and its geological evolution is 
closely linked to the development of Europe's alpine zone, created by the Earth's shelling over the last 
seventy million years. As the two plates approached each other, the African plate was deeply submerged 
beneath the Eurasian and the annual plate when it reached high temperature areas. The melting 
materials were rising and wreaking havoc on the surface, resulting in a series of volcanoes, called the 
volcanic arc of the Aegean.

The volcanic arc of the Aegean.
The volcanic arc
of the Aegean
originates from
the volcano of
Sousaki in the
Isthmus of
Corinth and ends
up in the volcano
of Nisyros passing
through Attica,
the islands of the
Saronic Gulf and
several Cyclades -
Milos, Santorini,
Antiparos and
other islands of
the complex.
These volcanoes,
which have a small surface area, are today the volcanoes of the Methans in the Saronic Gulf, Santorini in 
the Cyclades and Nisyros in the Dodecanese. In the arc of volcanoes of the South Aegean volcanic 
centers are located in the Saronic Gulf, Milos, Santorini, Nisyros and Christians. Inside the arc there are 
the volcanic centers of Antiparos, Kalymnos, Kos, Patmos and Samos.
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The volcano of Santorini(Thira)
The most famous volcano of Greece is the one of Santorini. Its international name is Santorini or Thira. It
has an area of 75.79 square kilometers and is a combination of the volcanic islands Thirassia, Aspronisi, 
Palea and Nea Kammena. It has the shape of a crescent moon, completed in a circle with the islands of 
Thirassia and Aspronisi. In the middle, a caldera is formed, a large basin created by a great explosion in 
the old days, which has resulted in the sinking of a part of the island. Inside Kaldera there are Palaia 
Kammeni and Nea Kameni, created by lava.
The volcano of Santorini was active during the Pleistocene period. In the beginning there was a small 
island in the southern part of today's island. At that time, it seems that through the rupture the magnet 
of an underground spot and the first explosion were found. Other explosions followed, resulting in lava 
and the ravines covering some of the older rocks and the volume that solidified to form a larger island 
with a round shape, which is why it was called Strongyli.
The great explosion took place in 1500 BC. Then large quantities of tuff were thrown, covering much of 
the central part of Strongylis, which sank, while an entire city, the famous Akrotiri, was plummeted. The 
roof of the volcano fell and the remaining parts were Thira, Thirassia and Aspronisi In the center, at the 
sea, Caldera was formed. The explosion was followed by earthquakes and a great sea wave causing 
disasters not only in the neighboring islands of the South Aegean, but also in others at a greater 
distance.

Oia-Thira

Thiraic soil.
From the volcanic summits of Thira, the thiraic soil, a volcanic material that covers a large part of the 
surface of Thira, Thirassia and Aspronissi, is won. It is a milled ash from very fine microscopic grains, 
which have the same mineral composition as the volcanic lava. Its color is reddish or brown and it 
consists for 67% of silicon dioxide, which is mostly soluble, and oxides of aluminum, iron, calcium, 
magnesium, potassium and sodium. 4.5% is water. The thiraic soil has great properties, known since 
antiquity, is easy to dig, and its mining requires little expense. The most important feature is to give, 
when mixed with calcium, a slow-setting hydraulic mortar used in port and plumbing works. In Santorini, 
in 1928, it operates near the mines of the Thiraic factory for its processing and the preparation of "tuff 
ground flour", a very finely milled material suitable for hydraulic mortars.

'Kouloura' of Santorini.
A special and unique type of vine pruning was
developed in Santorini and is known by the name
'kouloura' of Santorini, 'wreath' or 'basket' of
Santorini. This technique is lost in the depths of the
ages and has long been perfected to such an extent
that, in addition to an ideal way of shaping, it makes
vines look like natural works of art.
To make the 'kouloura' of Santorini, the experienced
viniculturists knit together the vineyards, forming a
large wreath, like a natural basket, which touches the
volcanic land of the island. Inside, the grapes are
matured protected without the production being
endangered, while the vineyard cope with the
particularly difficult soil conditions of Santorini, which
are summarized as follows:
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• Very strong winds, especially in the spring, when new shoots emerge. 
• Strong blows from the sand of the volcanic soil, drifting through the wind. 
• Hot sun during the summer. 
• Lack of water (except for nightly sea moisture). 

The volcano of Nisyros island.
The other active volcano of the Aegean is
located in Nisyros, south of Kos, in the
Dodecanese complex of the Aegean islands.
Nisyros has an area of 41,40 km2 and a
round shape. Its name is ancient and, as
mythology says, it was formed during the 
Gigantomachy era, when Neptune hunted
the giant Polyvotes. The god of the sea
uncovered a rock from Kos and hurled him
against the giant. The rock was
overwhelmed by Polyvotis and the island
was created. As geology says, Nisyros was
formed by the action of its volcano, called 
Crater and reaching 698 meters high.The
last eruption of the volcano took place in
1888. Since then, only fumes of carbon dioxide, hydrogen sulphide or vapors and sulfur come out. 
Thermal springs also appear.

Mandraki-Nisyros 

Sotiris Gkalipis
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The volcanoes of Greece

Greece has one of the most well-known volcanic arcs worldwide, which was created millions of years ago 
by the sinking of the African lithosphere under the Eurasiatic plate. This volcanic arc with its especially 
intense volcanic activity in the past created the volcanic landscapes that we come across in many regions
and islands throughout Greece. The most important volcanoes in Greece are situated on the island of 
Santorini, on Nisyros and Milos island and in Methana.

The volcano of Santorini
The volcano of Santorini is the most famous
volcano in Greece. The island of Santorini is
gifted with a wild beauty created by the
eruptions that happened between 1613-1614
BC. The Santorini eruption of 1,600 BC was one
of the largest volcanic events on Earth. The
settlement at Akrotiri was completely destroyed.
The eruption also damaged the ancient Minoan
civilization that flourished on the island of Crete
located to the south of Santorini. More likely the
earthquake caused a huge tsunami which
impacted the seashore cities of Minoans. The
eruption seems to have inspired certain Greek
myths and it is the source of the legend of the
lost Atlantis.
The area has been calm since 1950, when the
last lava outflow was recorded, with the hot springs bubbling up from the sea and the vapors around Nea
Kameni being the only evidence of activity. The volcano has the largest caldera (crater) in the world with 
a height of 300 m and a diameter of 11 km. The amazing thing about this caldera is that it is filled with 
sea water. On the cliffs of the caldera, white
houses have been built offering breathtaking
views. Boat tours depart to the volcano, which
actually constitutes the island of Nea Kameni.

The volcano of Milos
Milos is a volcanic Greek island in the Aegean
Sea, popular for its amazing variety of natural
mineral deposits (silver, perlite, bentonite) and
beautiful beaches ideal for swimming and
discovering the island’s volcanic nature.
The volcano of Milos is considered dormant. It is
located in the centre of the island and has given
to Milos a richness of minerals and a unique
geological formation. The last volcanic eruption
on Milos took place in 90,000 BC.

The volcano of Nisyros
The entire island of Nisyros is in fact a volcano.
Nisyros is the youngest of the large volcanic
centres in Greece and it is only 160,000 years
old. The eruption which took place in 1872
created a crater of about 6-7 m and another
eruption in 1888 ended up forming a crater of
25 m in diameter. The eruptions also ended up
leaving behind a moonspace landscape with
gorgeous craters and some very active
fumaroles. In 1956, schisms emitting smoke
were observed. Nowadays, the volcano of
Nisyros is dormant. The largest crater is Agios
Stefanos with a diameter and depth of 30m.
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The volcano of Methana
Methana isn’t an island but a peninsula on
the Peloponnese, which is situated
approximately 50 km southwest of
Athens.The Methana volcano is one of the
32 volcanoes that are situated on the
Methana peninsula. The volcanic activity
started about one million years ago and in
fact a large eruption took place in 230 BC.
The last eruption of the Methana volcano
happened in 1700. The volcano has
created a stunning landscape with rich
flora and fauna.Today the volcano is
dormant and many hiking and climbing
tours are organized in the peninsula. Due
to the volcanic activity, Methana also has
famous thermal springs.

The volcano of Samothraki
Samothraki is a small island 24 nautical
miles away from Alexandroupoli and it is
known for its wild natural beauty. The
rocky and steep slopes of the majestic
mountain of Saos, which was once an
active volcano, create canyons and cliffs
with numerous springs and waterfalls. As
Homer mentions, this mountain is the
place where Poseidon, god of the sea, sat
and watched the Trojan war.
It is rare to find any other Greek island
which combines so many water springs,
desert shores with cliffs, sea caves,
waterfalls and dramatic volcanic scenery
at the same time.
Other smaller volcanoes in Greece are
found on Kos island and on the islet of 
Gyali, which is located between Kos and
Nisyros, on Chios island, on Limnos,
known as the volcanic island of
 Hephaestus, on Skyros, on North Evia, in 
Edessa, in Thiva and in Thrace (region
Ferron-Sappon, near Alexandroupoli).

Maria Kitsati

84



The Tatra Mountains

The Tatra Mountains, the highest mountains in Poland, are part of Carpathians located in southern part of
country. Our town Brzesko is situated about 150 km from them, so we visit this stunning place quite 
often. The Tatras are the youngest in this part of Europe and were formed at the same time as the Alps, 
as evident by their severe rocky shapes.
 

Rocky shapes in the Tatras, photo by Marta Kosala

The Tatra Mountains are alpine-type mountains but
differ from the Alps. The mountain range is very short
and narrow (the length is about 57 km and the width is
about 19 km).
The Tatras form part of state border between Poland
and Slovakia that leaves just one- fifth on the Polish
side with the highest summit Rysy (2499m a.s.l.). The
highest peak in whole mountain range, Gerlach (2654
m a.s.l.) is situated on the Slovakian side.
With the Slovakian-Polish frontier running along the
summits the area embraces two nationals parks: Tatra
National Park – TPN (Poland) occupying 212 square km
and Tatra National Park- TANAP (Slovakia) occupying
741 square km.
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The Tatra Mountains along the Slovakia- Poland border, photos by Marta Kosala

Both national parks were listed as UNESCO biosphere reserves in 1993. Biosphere reserves are 
environment protected institutions of international status. The park is natural habitat of many animal 
species, such as the Tatra chamois, marmot, brown bear, wildcat and wolf.

A flock of the Tatra chamoises, photo by Marta Kosala

The Tatra Mountains have a diverse variety of plant life. There are five climatic- vegetation belts in the 
Tatras.
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Spring and autumn in the Tatras, photos by Marta Kosala

In the 18 th and 19 th centuries, the mountains were used for sheep grazing and mining. Many trees 
were cut down to make way for humans. These activities were stopped, and now there is so-called 
cultural sheep grazing in the Tatras.

Cultural sheep grazing in the Tatras, photo by Marta Kosala

The Tatras have many high-lying lakes, hanging valleys, waterfalls and caves (especially in the Western 
Tatras, which are mostly composed of limestones and dolomites with underground streams and about 
500 caves).
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Buczynowa Valley (1900 m a.s.l.), photo by Marta Kosala Siklawa waterfall, the biggest waterfall
in Poland (height about 70 m), 

photo by Marta Kosala

Wielki Staw Polski high-lying lake (1665 m a.s.l.), photo by Marta Kosala

One of the main tourist attractions in the Tatras is the cable railway on Kasprowy Wierch that was 
constructed in 1936. It is the oldest such construction in Poland. On the top of Kasprowy Wierch (1987m 
a.s.l.) is the highest situated meteorogical obserwatory in Poland.

Marta and Małgorzata
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How photographer Leonore Mau and author Hubert Fichte crossed the ocean...

Leonore Mau (1916-2013) and Hubert Fichte (1935-
1986) first met in 1955 and lived together for more than
20 years. Almost from the very beginning, the intense
personal relationship between them found expression in
a complex and fruitful artistic collaboration. The two
traveled to Brazil in 1969 and in following years
explored the African-American religions in the
Caribbean, Latin America and Africa. Mau & Fichte
collaborated on short films and books, she
photographing and him writing. Fichte died of an AIDS-
related illness in 1986.

Hubert Fichte
Self-identified as half-Jewish, illegitimate, and bisexual,
the German writer Hubert Fichte (1935-1986) lived in
Hamburg for most of his life. After spending part of the
war in a Catholic orphanage, he later worked as a child
actor on the Hamburg stage, an apprentice agronomist,
a shepherd in Provence, and a counselor at a home for
juvenile delinquents in Sweden, where his first book of
short stories is set (Aufbruch nach Turku, 1963).
He turned to writing full time in his late twenties. His
first novel, Das Waisenhaus (1965) (translated as The
Orphanage by Martin Chalmers), was a critical success;
his second, Die Palette (1968) was a succès de scandale
and a bestseller. While continuing to publish novels,
plays, essays, and journalism, Fichte spent the
remainder of his life exploring syncretic religious
practices among peoples of African descent in the New
World (e.g., santería, voudun, candomblé, etc.). This “poetic ethnography,” as he called it, resulted in 
more than a half dozen volumes: Xango, Petersilie, Lazarus und die Waschmaschine, Explosion, Das 
Haus der Mina in São Luiz de Maranhão, and the novel from which this excerpt ("Research report") is 
taken, Forschungsbericht, which is also one of the high points of his posthumously published projected 
nineteen-volume roman-fleuve, Die Geschichte der Empfindlichkeit (A History of Sensitivity).

'Hubert Fichte – Love and Ethnology' project
By translating Fichtes novels into the languages of the places that Hubert Fichte traveled with his life 
companion Leonore Mau, the current project "Hubert Fichte – Love and Ethnology" in 2017 attempts to 
stimulate reception of his work there for the first time. The project was conceived by Diedrich 
Diederichsen and Anselm Franke in cooperation with other curators. It will launch in 2017 with exhibitions
in the art space Lumiar Cité in Lisbon (September-October; co-curator: Jürgen Bock), at the MAM – 
Museum of Modern Art in Salvador de Bahia and at the Centro Municipal de Arte Hélio Oiticica in Rio de 
Janeiro (November–December; co-curators: Max Jorge Hinderer Cruz and Amilcar Packer). In September 
2017 Fichte's novel about Mau's and his first travel together and their first stay in Lisbon and Sesimbra in
the times of dictatorship 1964 will appear in Portuguese under the title "Um amor feliz".
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Christian Hauck-Hahmann

----
Sources:
https://www.hkw.de/en/programm/projekte/2017/hubert_fichte/hubert_fichte_start.php 
http://counterculturalbooks.wikia.com/wiki/Leonore_Mau 
http://intranslation.brooklynrail.org/german/from-research-report-by-hubert-fichte
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The river Evros as a natural border

The river Evros (Maritsa in Bulgarian and Meriç in
Turkish) is the natural border between Greece and
Turkey and partially between Greece and Bulgaria. It is
the second longest river of Southeastern Europe (after
the Danube) and the main river in the Balkans with a
total length of about 530 km, 230 of which are in the
Greek territory.
Geographical position
It stems from the Rila Mountains in Bulgaria and flows
into the Thracian Sea. The Greek places it flows
through are Kastanies, Pythio, Didymoteicho and
Lavara (which actually is my hometown).
One of its main tributaries is the Ardas river, which
crosses the Triangle area to the north of the county
and it is very well-known because of the summer
music festival that takes place there every July.
Another important tributary is the Erythropotamos,
“the red river” which flows into the Evros river near
Didymoteicho.

History
Initially, the name of the river was Romvos, but later
on it was renamed in Evros, after the son of the
mythical king of Thrace Kassandros who had drowned
in the river. According to Virgil, it is the river where the
Bacchae threw Orpheus’ head after tearing him to
death.
In ancient and Byzantine times the river influenced the
political, social and cultural life of Thracians just
because part of it, from its estuary until today’s
Didymoteicho was navigable and connected the
Aegean Sea with the mainland.

Immigration
Historically people have tried to cross borders in search
of a new life and a better fortune. The river Evros has
always been a barrier to people from Asia and Africa in
their way to the land of promise, Europe. Every year
thousands of them risk their lives in an attempt to
cross the river in small dinghies or even walking through the waters, underestimating the dangers that 
the river hides. Frequently this effort results in tragedies turning the way to the land of hope into the way
to a wet grave.

Ecology
The ecological value of the river is exceptional as it forms a habitat for rich fauna and flora.

The Evros Delta
As the river flows into the Thracian sea, near Alexandroupolis, large volumes of water and sediment are 
transported to its estuary forming a vast and multiform Delta, which is considered to be one of the most 
important biotopes in Europe. Wildlife, especially birds, find shelter in the national park, while 350 plant 
species have also been recorded. Because of the rare species it is home to, the Evros Delta is 
characterized as Special Protected Area and part of the Natura Network (2000).

Dadia Forest Reserve
The 32,500-hectare Dadia Forest Reserve is a national park of international interest along the Riparian 
area in the Greek northern part of the Evros valley, due to its ornithological and biodiversity values. 36 of
Europe's 38 species of predatory birds can be found here. It hosts three out of the four Vulture species of
Europe (the Black Vulture, the Griffon Vulture and the Egyptian Vulture), while it is home to the only 
breeding population of Black Vultures in the Balkans.

Maria Taouktsi
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Greek History: a history of migration

The Greek diaspora (communities of Greek people living outside the traditional Greek homelands) is one 
of the oldest and historically most significant in the world, with an almost unbroken presence from 
Homeric times to the present. Examples of its influence range from the instrumental role played by Greek
expatriates in the emergence of the Renaissance, various liberation movements implicated in the fall of 
the Ottoman Empire, to commercial developments like the commissioning of the world's first 
supertankers by Aristotle Onassis and Stavros Niarchos.

Ancient times
In ancient times, the trading and colonising
activities of the Greek tribes spread people of
Greek culture, religion and language around the
Mediterranean and Black Sea, establishing Greek
city states in Sicily, southern Italy, Spain, France,
and the Black Sea coasts. Greeks founded more
than 400 colonies.
Alexander the Great's conquests marked the
beginning of a new wave of Greek colonization in
Asia and Africa. The Hellenistic cities of Seleucia,
Antioch and Alexandria were among the largest
cities in the world during Hellenistic and Roman
times.

Modern times
During and after the Greek War of Independence,
Greeks of the diaspora were important in establishing the fledgling state, raising funds and awareness 
abroad and in several cases serving as senior officers in Russian armies that fought against the Ottomans
as a means of helping liberate Greeks still living under Ottoman subjugation. Greek merchant families 
already had contacts in other countries and during the disturbances many set up home around the 
Mediterranean, the U.S.S.R. and Britain, from where they traded, typically in textiles and grain.
With economic success the diaspora expanded further. In fact, many leaders of the Greek struggle for 
liberation from Ottoman Macedonia and other parts of the southern Balkans with large Greek populations 
still under Ottoman rule had close links with these same Greek trading and entrepreneurial families, who 
continued to fund the Greek liberation struggle.
Two important waves of mass
emigration took place after the
formation of the modern Greek state,
one from the late 19th to the early
20th century, and another following
World War II.xThe first wave of
emigration was spurred by the
economic crisis of 1893. In the period
1890-1914, almost a sixth of the
population of Greece emigrated,
mostly to the United States and
Egypt. The lasting effect on Greece's
national consciousness was the
expansion of the notion of "Hellenism"
and "Hellenic diaspora" to the "New
World."
The first Greek known to have been to
what is now the United States was
Don Theodoro, a sailor who landed on
Florida with the Narvaez expedition in 1528. He died during the expedition, as did most of his 
companions. In 1592, Greek captain Juan de Fuca (Ioannis Fokas or Apostolos Valerianos) sailed up the 
Pacific coast under the Spanish flag, in search of the fabled Northwest Passage between the Pacific and 
the Atlantic.
450,000 Greeks arrived to the States between 1890 and 1917, most working in the cities of the 
northeastern United States, others labored on railroad construction and in mines of the western United 
States. Greek immigration at this time was over 90% male.
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Many Greek immigrants expected to work and return to
their homeland after earning capital and dowries for their
families. However, the loss of their homeland due to the
Greco-Turkish War of 1919–1922 and the 1923 population
exchange between Greece and Turkey, which displaced
1,500,000 Greeks from their birthplace, caused the initial
economic immigrants to reside permanently in America.
The Greeks were denaturalized from their homelands and
lost the right to return, and their families were made
refugees. Fewer than 30,000 Greek immigrants arrived in
the U.S. between 1925 and 1945, most of whom were
"picture brides" for single Greek men and family members
coming over to join relatives.
 
Following World War II Greece was one of the main
contributors to migration to the industrialized nations of
Northern Europe. More than one million Greeks migrated
in this second wave, which mainly fell between 1950 and
1974, connected with the consequences of the 1946-1949
civil war and the 1967-1974 period of military junta rule
that followed. Official statistics show that in this period
Germany absorbed 603,300 Greek migrants, Australia
170,700, the U.S. 124,000, and Canada 80,200. The
majority of these emigrants came from rural areas, and
they supplied both the national and international labour
markets.

 

 Greek immigration to Australia has been one of the most important migratory flows in the history of 
Australia. Greeks are the seventh largest ethnic group in Australia, after those who declared their 
ancestry simply as "Australian". In the 2006 census, 365,147 people reported to have Greek ancestry, 
either exclusively or in combination with another ethnic group. The first known Greeks arrived in 1829. 
They were seven sailors convicted of piracy by a British naval court and were sentenced to transportation
to New South Wales. Though eventually pardoned, two of those seven Greeks stayed and settled in the 
country. Their names were Andronicos and Jigger Bulgaris. Within Australia, the Greek immigrants have 
been "extremely well organised socially and politically", with approximately 600 Greek organisations in 
the country by 1973, and immigrants have strived to maintain their faith and cultural identity. In 2011, 
the Greek language was spoken at home by 252,211 Australian residents. Greek is the fifth most 
commonly spoken language in Australia after English, Mandarin, Arabic and Italian.

Trading places: immigration replaces emigration
Over the last decades, Greece has become a receiver of migrants and a permanent immigrant 
destination. As in the past, a complex set of forces are pushing and pulling migration to and from Greece.
More than a million refugees and migrants arrived in Europe in 2015, landing in Greece from Turkey and 
then streaming through the Balkans, heading to North-western Europe. But that route shut in March last 
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year following an agreement between the EU and Turkey, stranding about 60,000 people in makeshift 
and formal camps across Greece.
Many factors explain the transformation of Greece into a receiving country. These include the geographic 
location, which positions Greece as the eastern "gate" of the EU, with extensive coastlines and easily 
crossed borders. Though the situation at the country's northern borders has greatly improved since the 
formation of a special border control guard, geographic access remains a central factor in patterns of 
migration to Greece.

Sources: 
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_diaspora 
• http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/refugees-greece-cross-border-freight-trains-

new-route-migrants-syria-middle-east-a7705421.html 
• http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/greece-history-migration 

Syrmo Kapoutsi
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Hamburg's Portuguese quarter

 

Already in the 16th century, after the 
Reconquista, mostly Sephardic Jewish refugees 
from Portugal came to "Hamburgo" – my 
birthplace. Hamburg has the oldest Portuguese-
Sefardic Jewish cemetery in northern Europe and 
is applying to get it on the UNESCO world heritage
list right now. It can be found in Altona, a district 
in the west on the banks of river Elbe, where my 
mother was born.
Later on, many Portuguese left their country 
during dictatorship in the 20th century. 

The Portuguese quarter adjacent to St Pauli evolved in the 1960 and 70s, when Portuguese and Spanish 
former seamen who knew Hamburg from their travels and immigrants settled there. Next to it lay the 
quarter of a considerable community from Poland. About 50 years before today, Germany had asked for 
Portuguese workers to come to the north. Seamen came, business people, workers for Hamburg's 
industry and its port... Today, Hamburg hosts the biggest community with roots in Portugal (11.000) 
compared to other German cities, there is even a Benfica Football club in Hamburg and a street named 
after fado singer Amália-
Rodrigues!
Since then, several Iberian
restaurants and cafés have
been opened here. While
the Portuguese Quarter is
still rich in culinary
establishments, the ratio of
Portuguese restaurants in
recent times has decreased
considerably. However, the
number of Scandinavian
seamen’s churches has not
decreased over the years.
The Norwegian, Danish,
Finnish and Swedish
churches on Dietmar-Koel-
Strasse are well worth
visiting especially during
the festive season, when
these communities host
their annual Christmas
markets. The quarter then exudes a truly pan-European flair. Would you prefer grilled fish and a Galão – 
or perhaps a reindeer stew and a Finnish sauna? All of this and more is but a few minutes’ walk away.

Christian Hauck-Hahmann

95



Botanic Garden - Faial Island

With an area of about 8000m2, the Botanic Garden
of Faial gives an important scientific contribution.
The main goal of the garden is to keep a collection
of plants associated with the botanic investigation –
in which we can highlight the conservation and
propagation of endemic species. There is also an
herbal–habitat recovery area, trying to make people
aware of the importance of the natural flora
richness of the Azores.
In 1995 the botanic garden took another step
forward concerning the investigation and knowledge
of the Azores flora, by developing a 60.000m2 area,
around 400m high. It focused in the recuperation of
habitats and characteristic species from of the
Azores Archipelago climate.
In 2003 the garden started a seed’s bank, with the
purpose of collecting and keeping a viable seed collection of the rare species of the Azores, giving this 
way an important protection to the phylodiversity of the archipelago.
In the Ilído Botelho Gonçalves’ herbal area we can also find countless examples of a variety of species 
both native and exotic, whose value is essential for botanic investigation, namely in the identification of 
doubful species.
The garden has been improving its collection on natural plants with the recreation of seven types of 
characteristic habitats of the region.
As to the exotic species, an Orchids greenhouse was built with more than 35 species and hybrids. It is a 
space where visitors can find traditional Azores’ agricultural crops. Besides this, there is also another 
space dedicated to the invasive flora species of the archipelago. A third area as many samples of 
medicinal species traditionally used in ancient cures and cookery. Finally there is another area for the 
ornamental exotic species usually used in the Azores both in public and private gardens.
 
Adapted from:

• http://siaram.azores.gov.pt/centros-interpretacao/JardimBotanico-Faial/_intro.html 
• http://parquesnaturais.azores.gov.pt/pt/faial/oquevisitar/centros-ambientais/jardim-botanico-do-

faial 

Catarina Gomez
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Laacher See Volcano - Threatening danger of an outburst?

Now, most people don't think of volcanic activity occuring in central Europe, but it is believed that a 
mantle plume lies below this part of the continent, creating rifting and the volcanism in the Eifel 
Volcanoes. On 2th January 2012 an alarming article in the British newspaper Daily Mail was released:

Is a super-volcano just 390 miles from London about to erupt?

It was suggesting that the Laacher See volcano in Western Germany could "erupt any time" and produce 
a large eruption such as the devastating eruption 12,900 years ago. Fortunately, what the Daily Mail 
wrote, is more dark fantasy than anything else. There is no scientific background to assume that an 
eruption in a foreseeable future could be in the making in this area.

Volcanologists believe that the Laacher See volcano is still active as carbon dioxide is bubbling
up to the lake’s surface, which indicates that the magma chamber below is 'degassing'.

Which, of course, Laacher See has been doing for centuries. There are stories of monks dying from 
asphyxiation due to carbon dioxide hundreds of years ago. I personally saw carbon dioxide bubbling 
(mofettes) when I was at the Laacher See in July 2017 (see below). Scientists are sure, it is a sign that 
magma is degassing, but magma passively degases all the time and is by no means, when presented as 
the only evidence, a sign of a volcano being "ready to blow".

Lake Laach (Laacher See)

Carbon dioxide bubbles Detection of CO2 Monastry (Abtei Maria Laach)
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However, the Laacher See is a interesting volcanic phenomen and a tourist attraction in the Volcanic 
Eifel.  Laach Lake (in English) is a crater lake or more exactly a caldera lake with a diameter of 2 km in 
Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany, about 25 km northwest of Koblenz and situated 8 km to the east on the 
river Rhine. It fills a volcanic caldera in the Eifel mountain range, the only caldera in Central Europe. The 
caldera of Laacher See was formed after the Laacher volcano erupted approximately 12,900 years ago. 
The remaining crust collapsed into the empty magma chamber below, only two or three days after the 
eruption. With an estimated Volcanic Explosivity Index value of 6, this Plinian eruption was 250 times 
larger than the eruption of Mount St. Helens in 1980 and is on the same scale as the Pinatubo eruption of
1991. A serial of very explosive phreatomagmatic explosins produced about 10 kubikilometers of pumice.
Remains of this eruption can be found all over Europe, stretching from central France to northern Italy, 
and from southern Sweden to Poland, and is often used for dating of sediments. A number of unique 
minerals, like Hauyn can be found in the region, and quarries to mine the stone as a building material.
 

Volcanic ash layer
(Wingertsbergwand) 

Obsidian & Hauyn (found at Wingertsbergwand)
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There is another spectacular, but harmless volcanic phenomen in the 
proximity, the Geyser Andernach (like my family name). When 
people think about geysers, Iceland or the USA, quite correctly, come
to mind first. However the world’s tallest cold water geyser, that 
reaches heights of 60 meters, is actually found in Germany in the 
town of Andernach beside the river Rhine situated only 8 km east to 
the Laacher See.

Me at a pumice layer at the shore of Laach Lake

My daughter at Geyser Andernach 
 
Photos: Peter Andernach
Sources: 

• www.volcanodiscovery.com/laacher_see.html; 
• www.vulkanpark.com/en/ 
• http://vulkanschule.de/vulkane/ausbruch-laacher-see 

Peter Andernach
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Postglacial Rebound on the Bay of Bothnia

Earthquakes are rare in Baltic shield since it is located quite far away from the borders of the nearest 
tectonic plates. Most of the small earthquakes that occur in Finland are due to postglacial rebound. 
During the last glacial period many kilometres thick ice sheet with huge weight depressed the plate to a 
dent about a kilometer in depth. When the pressure of the ice sheet gradually came loose the dent begin 
to straighten. The rebound is not smooth instead the ground usually moves suddenly creating small 
earthquakes. The land has risen from the sea as much as 300 meters and is predicted to continue rising 
about ten thousand years. The rise of the sea level due a to melting of polar caps because of the global 
warming could revoke the rising effect of the land.
The rebound is fastest on the Bay of Bothnia, about 8 millimeters a year. Therefore the area of Finland is 
increasing 700 hectares per year. It is calculated that the Bay of Bothnia is going to close up forming a 
large lake and it is possible to walk from  Finland to Sweden at Kvarken. This phenomenon is so rare that
Kvarken Archipelago is listed as a UNESCO World Natural Heritage site.

Postglacial rebound rates on the Baltic Sea. Photo
from KM Suomi, Otava.

There are many signs in the Finnish
nature revealing that large part of the
land has been covered by water and that
the Baltic Sea has had sea and freshwater
lake periods in turns. For example ancient
shorelines are found above present
shoreline, melting water of the ice sheets
have stratified clay valleys between the
hills, Saimaa ringed seal has become a
relict, harbours have been relocated
several times, rivers have changed their
course, new islands are formed and
previous ones are combined to the
mainland.

Jonna Heikkinen and Milla Tapalinen
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Postglacial rebound on the Bay of Oulu. New land
and islands are rising from the Baltic sea. Photo

by Milla Tapalinen.

Ancient seabed and wave curves in Raahe, Finland. 
Photo by Jonna Heikkinen.
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Whaling industry and literature

There are records of whale-hunting activity going back 8000
years (Corean ancient paintings). However, as an industrial
approach, it is stated that it all started with the Basques
hunting the whales in the Biscay Gulf in the 15th c., an
activity that was progressively developed by many other
European peoples in the Atlantic (Dutch, British, French and
Scandinavian).
From the 17th century, the increasing knowledge on the seas
and the developments in navigation techniques and ship-
building helped to move whale-hunting to Spitsbergen,
Greenland, North Atlantic and the Arctic Ocean. In the
beginning Dutch and Scandinavian headed the industry,
followed by British, French and Germans but, from the mid-
18th c. onwards, North Americans became more and more
involved and by the end of the century they already
dominated this trade.
The depletion of these mammals caused the ships to proceed to other seas (North Pacific and the 
Antarctic). Whaling ships became huge vessels (factory-ships) with equipments able to process the 
products (oil, spermaceti and whale-amber) on board, which also led to voyages that could last three or 
four years. The big ships were helped by an ensemble of small boats that would surround, harpoon and 
finally kill the whale (when the white blow of the animal turned red sailors knew the whale had been 
fatally hit).
From 1880 to 1986, the whale-hunting industry was dominated by North-Americans, Japanese, British, 
Irish and Norwegian. The massive killing of these mammals endangered the species' survival and the 
hunting activity was in general forbidden in the 1980s.

Azores and Azorean whale-hunters
Azoreans are found in the USA records on whaling activity from 1765 (the first Azorean recorded as 
captain was Frederick Joseph, of the ship Bark Perry, 23 years old, from Faial). The numbers increased 
within time: “If in the 18th century, the Portuguese presence in the American whaling ships was of circa 
40%, from 1920 onwards that figure increased for more than 60% and most ships were captained by 
Portuguese” (The Portuguese in American Whaling, 1765-1927).
In fact, the city of New Bedford, USA, the most important whaler city, has numerous landmarks and 
vestiges of Portuguese, from the name given to the quarter “Little Faial” (due to the huge number of 
people emigrated from Faial island) to the up to the present presence of many families that have settled 
there for good. A local newspaper stated, in 1907, that of the 80 000 inhabitants of New Bedford more 
than 10 000 were Portuguese.

The Swallow - replica of a 19thc. whaler Plans of the Azorean whaling boats

Whales can be traced back to the 16th c. in the Azores area, with the Azorean historian, Gaspar Frutuoso,
telling of dead whales coming ashore. Due to the winds, ships wishing to navigate to the Indic, the Pacific
and the North Atlantic had to stop by the Azores. Sailors soon realized that whales enjoyed the Atlantic 
waters. However, systematic hunting only really developed with the arrival of the British first (18th c.), 
and the big American ships after (from mid-18th c.).
Many Portuguese that had served the American whalers went back to the Azores starting to hunt whales, 
with small boats and the help of the inhabitants, usually peasants and sailors at the same time (see 
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article and slideshow ). With the expertise gained from those men the local whaling industry took off. In 
the 1850s the first whaling companies were created in the western islands. The whaling vessels used by 
the locals were adapted from the first models imported from New Bedford by the Dabney family, in Faial, 
and were smaller versions of the big canoes transported by the big American whaling vessels. Each boat 
had a 7 men crew: the master, the harpoon men, the rowers and the sailors. The whaling campaigns 
took place between the 15th May and the 15th September each year.
Whale hunting rapidly grew to become one of the most important economic activities of the islands. The 
islands presented several constraints to their inhabitants: isolation from the mainland, rocky soils that 
made agriculture very hard, and in some cases, extreme absence of ploughing soil. For example, Pico 
island had such a rocky soil, that several ships carried earth from Terceira to Pico, so that people could 
grow their cultures. The beginning of the whaling industry coincided with the decline of the orange 
production and export, and it became an alternative source of income, providing a huge number of 
subproducts such as meat, oil, fibres, bones, soap, etc.
But the conection with the United States remained throughout the centuries. The whaling city of New 
Bedford would also see another huge influx of Portuguese immigrants after the 1957 volcanic eruption of 
Capelinhos, adding to the Portuguese presence, culture and memorabilia of the whale-hunting times. 
Nowadays, in the Azores, the old industry stepped from hunting to watching and an annual regatta with 
whaling ships (started in 2005) with whalers from New Bedford and the islands keeps the memory of the 
hard, epic days alive – facing the sea monster, the Portuguese, once and again, West they went.

From whale-hunting to whale-watching
In 1987, due to growing international political and
environmental concern towards the survival of sea
mammals, Portuguese law forbade whale-hunting. (see
article with a ballad by a Brazilian singer, Roberto Carlos,
calling the attention to this endangered species). The last
whale was caught that same year in the Azores, in Lages do
Pico. The trade of all whale products was also prohibited,
including whale ivory, used in the scrimshaw* crafts. 
Gradually, locals turned to tourism industry, setting the
whale-watching business. Tourists are taken into the sea
hoping to get a glimpse of the mammals crossing these
waters. The old whale-hunting lookouts are still in use, but
now to help tourist boats to spot where another sort of
meeting with whales and dolphins can “emerge”.

Whales in literature: Herman Melville and “Moby Dick”
One of the major American writers, Herman Melville, published his highlight novel “Moby Dick” in 1851, 
the story based on the chase of a sperm-whale.

Herman Melville Moby Dick novel

The story tells of Captain Ahab and his ship, Pequod, in which he heads the destiny of this hunt. It is set 
on a maniac obsession - take revenge on the mythic Moby Dick whale, who had wrecked his former ship 
and also eaten one of his legs. Rage and revenge lead this Romanticist tale, doomed to final tragedy, 
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with the loss of the Pequod and the death of all men, but one, the narrator Ismael, after a saga that 
started under Ismael’s words “Call me Ismael”, went on through the rough oceans trying to find and kill 
the sperm-whale and ended in fatal disgrace witnessed by the only survivor “And I only am escaped to 
tell thee”.
In order to write the novel, Melville lived in a whaler for 18 months, that left from New Bedford (the 
Acushnet), in 1841-42, and collected detailed info while grasping the atmosphere and hardship of the 
whaling toil. These were precious experiences he would later use in “Moby Dick”, namely introducing an 
Azorean character, Daniel, and having the Pequod pass by the Azorean coast. During this trip Melville 
met some Azorean sailors who were part of the Acushnet crew (José, Martim, Jorge and João, all from 
Faial) and he certainly acknowledged the importance these people coming from the Portuguese islands 
had on the scenario of the whale-hunting industry, indeed so that deserved the honour of being 
characters in his book.
See final chapters (132-136) of “Moby Dick” (webiste ) on Ahab’s chase/quest for revenge, as well as 
an article recreating the Azorean islanders on their chase/quest for survival.

---
* Name given to the art of engraving whale ivory, performed by whaling sailors in their rest hours 
aboard. A small museum in Horta, at Peter Café Sport, displays a wonderful collection of such artefacts, 
created under naïve handcraftsmanship.

Sources
• The Portuguese in American Whaling, 1765-1927
• Moby Dick" by Herman Mellvile
• Wikipedia.com

Ana Baptista, Catarina Amaral
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Whale! Whale!

The morning grows warmer as I tend to my cow. She needs to be properly fed so I can milk her later. I 
need to go to the market and see what I can get with the money from the milk sale. My wife says our 
children are getting thinner by the hour. I know she is right… it’s been too long since we last hunted a 
whale.
The season is only starting and it has been a long winter. The lookout is on the spot, but the whales 
seem to have fled from our waters. If they don’t return soon I might have to kill my cow. I hope it 
doesn’t come to that – We need her milk!
BANG!
Finally! The rocket! The lookout has spotted a whale! Thank God!
I drop everything. The cow will have to wait. The whale comes first. I hear the whistle down in the 
village. All men are gathering in the port. We need to make haste! We cannot lose this whale!
I cross myself as I run past the Church. May God bless this hunt!
The boats are ready. They have been on standby for too long. All crews know each other well, from 
many years on the sea. Every man takes his post rapidly and before long all boats are in the water. The 
wind is too slow today, we will have to row.
All seven men start to pound heavily in the water with their rows. The master directs us. The harpoon 
man is getting ready. Getting through the first surf is rough, but once we pass that, the boat starts to 
glide easily – a good omen for sure. The lookout is flying the flag – we are on the right route. Suddenly 
the flag disappears! The whales have shifted route. All boats stop and start to sail on a wide circle. The 
flag is up again. We found our new route.
“Hurry men” – our master shouts – “let’s not let them escape!”
After what seems forever rowing into the big blue sea, the master finally sees them. They are just 
ahead. All noises stop, all chatter broken, only the sound of our heavy breath and the silent hush of the 
boat sliding through the water. The harpoon man is steady on his feet, the harpoon raised in his hands, 
all his focus on the big beast ahead.
We approach silently and in one swift move, the harpoon is off. It hits the whale right on its flank. There
is a single moment of surprise, and in a heartbeat, the whale is off, searching the safety of the depths. 
The rope attached to the harpoon uncoils rapidly from the boat floor as the whale gains speed. It tugs 
our boat across the sea at an amazing speed.
It is a powerful beast we’re hunting. Let’s hope it gets tired and resurfaces soon, otherwise we might 
have to cut the rope or get dragged to the depths!
The other boats are approaching. They are ready!
As soon as the whale surfaces they will help to wound it with other harpoons. Now we have to wait. The 
line is still going strong. All men are silent, with heavy hearts. The fight is just beginning. The whales 
can be up to 20 minutes underwater. The whale finally resurfaces. Another harpoon is thrown but it 
misses. A third boat is just ahead and this time the harpoon hits its target.
The whale starts to squirm and soon enough the sea is tainted red. The ropes attached to the harpoons 
are taut again as the whale pulls further, trying to escape its doom. We let it drag the boats through the
sea, as it fights with the pull from the ropes. It is getting tired and soon we will be able to move for the 
final blow. Finally the whale stops. It is bleeding through the blow hole – our sign that it is ours. Its fight
is lost.
The second boat makes the final blow and all men cheer.
We’ve made it! We've hunted the whale!
Winter is finally over and soon we will have meat, oil, soap and fibres to make new ropes. Thank God!
We’ve caught our first whale and no one is hurt. Thank you God!
It’s time to get back. The boats line up and new ropes are attached to the caudal fin, to drag the whale 
back to shore. By this time the lookout will have his flag flown at half post and the remaining men in the
village will know we’ve made it.
They will light the furnaces at the factory, getting ready to make oil from the blubber of the whale. By 
now our women and children will be gathering in the harbor to welcome us safe and sound.
Rowing is becoming a struggle. After all these hours in the sea pulling and fighting the whale, our arms 
are tired and feel as if there is a million tons weight over them. The heavy body of the whale attached to
the back of the boat makes it even more difficult. But we are on our way, and today we shall dine a fine 
supper.
As we approach the harbour we hear the happy calling of the children, waving at us from the rocks near 
the sea. We pull ashore and it’s time to pull the whale up the ramp.
“One, two, three… heave! One, two, three… heave!“
We stop only to drink water and eat a little bit of bread. It’s been long since we left. Now it’s time to cut 
the whale and take all the pieces to the factory. The furnaces are full on and there is much to be done.

Catarina Amaral



A ballad "The whales"

A ballad on whales as an endangered species, by a 
Brazilian singer, Roberto Carlos

 
As Baleias The Whales

Não é possível que você suporte a barra 
De olhar nos olhos do que morre em suas mãos 
E ver no mar se debater o sofrimento 
E até sentir-se um vencedor nesse momento

Não é possível que no fundo do seu peito
Seu coração não tenha lágrimas guardadas 
P'ra derramar sobre o vermelho derramado 
No azul das águas que você deixou manchadas

Seus netos vão te perguntar em poucos anos 
Pelas baleias que cruzavam oceanos
Que eles viram em velhos livros
Ou nos filmes dos arquivos
Dos programas vespertinos de televisão

O gosto amargo do silêncio em sua boca 
Vai te levar de volta ao mar e à fúria louca 
De uma cauda exposta aos ventos 
Em seus últimos momentos 
Relembrada num troféu em forma de arpão

Como é possível que você tenha coragem 
De não deixar nascer a vida que se faz 
Em outra vida que sem ter lugar seguro 
Te pede a chance de existência no futuro

Mudar seu rumo e procurar seus sentimentos 
Vai te fazer um verdadeiro vencedor 
Ainda é tempo de ouvir a voz dos ventos
Numa canção que fala muito mais de amor.

Roberto Carlos

It is not possible that you endure the pain
Of looking in the eyes of those who die at your handi
And watch suffering struggling in the sea
And even feel yourself a conqueror on the moment.

It is not possible that in the depths of your soul
Your heart does not keep tears sheltered
To sprinkle over the spilt red
Over the blue waters you’ve tainted.

Your grandchildren will ask you within few years
About the whales that used to cross the seas
Whom they saw in the old books
Or in the archived films
Of the television evening programmes.

The bitter taste of silence in your mouth
Will take you back to sea and the mad fury
Of a tail set to winds’ mercy 
In his last moments
Remembered in an harpoon-shaped-like trophy.

How is it possible that you’ve got the nerve
Of not allowing the breeding of a life that turns
Into another life, who without a safe place,
Begs for a chance of life in the future.

Changing your way while looking for your feelings
Will make a true conqueror out of you
There’s still time to listen to the voice of winds
In a song that much more speaks about love.

Translated by Ana Baptista
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Sophia de Mello Breyner

Sophia de Mello Breyner Andresen (1919-2004) was one of
the major 20th century Portuguese poets, having been the
first woman to be awarded with the highest literary Prize
(Camöes) in 1999. Amongst others she also won the Spanish
Prize Reina Sophia in 2003. The writer was born in the north
of Portugal, in the city of Porto where she spent her
childhood.
Between 1936-1939 Sophia studied Classical Philology at the
University of Lisbon. She published her first poems in 1940
and married a journalist, politician and lawyer (Francisco
Sousa Tavares), in 1946, with whom she had five children.
Sophia started to write books for her own children that would
later be published and become a hit in literature for children.
Throughout her life Sophia wrote articles, essays, short
stories, drama and poetry, but she also worked as a
translator (Euripides, Shakespeare, Claudel and Dante into Portuguese besides some Portuguese poets 
into French). She was literarily influenced by writers like Rimbaud, Mallarmé, Baudelaire, Pessoa, Camilo 
Pessanha, T. S. Elliot...
Sophia, born within the traditional Portuguese aristocracy, had a very active participation in public life. 
Though under the monarchist flag, she was openly against the ways of the Portuguese dictator, Oliveira 
Salazar, supported the opposition candidate and was also openly against the colonial war Portugal 
maintained through the sixties and up to the democratic revolution in 1974. In fact she was part of the 
so-called Progressive Catholic Movement (follow the link at bottom to listen to her poem - made song - 
'Cantata da Paz/ Chant for Peace' that became an anthem against oppression and devastating war)
Sophia de Mello Breyner's writing was heavily set on themes that made part of her life and tastes: 
houses, places, nature, the sea, love, life and death, childhood memories, classical values, humanistic 
Christianity are some of the most relevant issues one can find in her prose and poetry (see the poem 
below with a metaphorical description of the Azores, its landscape, the sea, the characters and the 
lifestyle of those living there). 
Her texts flow within a "clean" structure only simple at a first superficial reading. Full of symbolism and 
metaphors, experts defend there is almost a ritual dimension in each word and sentence, besides 
reflecting a sound knowledge on human nature and the ways and problems of the world.
During the World Exhibition 1998, held in Lisbon, many of her verses relating to the sea were spread 
around the site and especially in the Oceonarium, allowing people to see, relax and read poetry at the 
same time.
 

Açores

Há um intenso orgulho
Na palavra Açor
E em redor das ilhas
O mar é maior

Como num convés
Respiro amplidão
No ar brilha a luz
Da navegação

Mas este convés
É de terra escura
É de lés a lés
Prado agricultura

É terra lavrada
Por navegadores
E os que no mar pescam
São agricultores

Por isso há nos homens
Aprumo de proa
E não sei que sonho
Em cada pessoa

Azores

There is an intense pride
in the word Açor
And around the islands
The sea is wider

As in a ship deck
I breathe amplitude
In the air shines
The navigation light

But this ship deck
Is of dark earth made
From stern to bow is
Meadow agriculture

It's land ploughed
By navigators
And those fishing in the sea
Are farmers

That's why men have
The aplomb of the bow
And I don't know the dream
Within each person
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As casas são brancas
Em luz de pintor
Quem pintou as barras
Afinou a cor

Aqui o antigo
Tem o limpo do novo
É o mar que traz
Do largo o renovo

E como num convés
De intensa limpeza
Há no ar um brilho
De bruma e clareza

É convés lavrado
Em plena amplidão
É o mar que traz
As ilhas na mão

Buscámos no mundo
Mar e maravilhas
Deslumbradamente
Surgiram nove ilhas

E foi na Terceira
Com o mar à proa
Que nasceu a mãe
Do poeta Pessoa

Em cujo poema
Respiro amplidão
E me cerca a luz
Da navegação

Em cujo poema
Como num convés
A limpeza extrema
Luz de lés a lés

Poema onde está
A palavra pura
De um povo cindido
Por tanta aventura

Poema onde está
A palavra extrema
Que une e reconhece
Pois só no poema

Um povo amanhece

Sophia de Mello Breyner
O Nome das Coisas, 1977

Houses are in white 
LIke a painter's light
Who painted the stripes
Attuned the colour

The antique here
Has the brightness of the new
It's renewal coming
From the wide open sea

And as in a ship deck
Of intense cleanliness
There's brightness in the air
Of mist and clarity

It's the deck ploughed 
In full amplitude
It's the sea bringing 
The islands at hand

In the world we looked for
Sea and wonders 
Dazzlingly
Nine islands arose

And in Terceira it was
That with the sea at bow
Poet Pessoa's 
Mother was born

In whose poem
I breathe amplitude
And am surrounded by the light
Of navigation

In whose poem
As in a ship deck
Extreme cleanliness
Shines from stern to bow

The poem where 
The pure word is
Of a people split 
By such immense adventure

The poem where 
The extreme word is
That unifies and recognizes
Since only in the poem

May a people dawn
 
Translation by Ana Baptista

Sources
• História da Literatura Portuguesa 
• Wikipedia 
• Porto Editora 

Ana Baptista
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Azores in german contemporary literature: Ralph R. Glöckler's Azores Trilogy

Ralph Roger Glöckler
Ralph Roger Glöckler (born in Frankfurt/Main 1950)
is one of the most attentive observers of Portuguese
culture. Through his interest in the mysteries of
vanished worlds, the Azores Trilogy was born, in
whose narratives reality and fiction merge. "Corvo"
is the first book. 
It was already in 2001, before the publication of the
German version, available in Lisbon under the title
"Corvo. Uma viagem açoriana".

Volcanic trip
In addition to the "Madre" story, which is about the
three hundred-year-old Christian cult in the Azores,
the "Volcanic trip" is the third of the trilogy. The
centerpiece, published for the first time in 1997,
deals with the volcanic eruption on Faial in 1957 and
the resulting emigration of many islanders to
America, as well as the resulting philosophical
consequences from the natural world. The
Portuguese press compared Glöckler's work with
that of Antonio Tabucchi. An important issue is the
reaction of humans to the existence-threatening
violence of nature. With the Azores trilogy, Glöckler
has succeeded in establishing himself in the
tradition of the narrating elite of travellers. 

Style
The stylistic development from the travel narrative
to the romantic interior monologue is clearly visible
in the Azores trilogy. Thus, the relationship of the
nun Teresa da Anunciada to the bust of the saint of
Santo Cristo dos Milagres is portrayed in a kind of
death delirium, in which the epigrams merge. The
language becomes the actual event of the book, a
'radical portrait of women and a language that, in its
fragility, is reminiscent of the sky-storming force of
baroque image worlds'.

Christian Hauck-Hahmann
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Porto Pim, the Whale, Antonio Tabucchi... and the whale again

Porto Pim
Of volcanic origin, clearly recognized in
the two peaks around (Monte da
Guia and Monte Queimado), the Bay of
Porto Pim is part of the Natural Park of
Faial, and the surrounding nature is
protected under the Natura Net 2000
(namely its grayish herbaceous sand
dunes).
The first people coming to the Island
arrived here in 1460. During the Spanish
domination (1580-1640), King Philip III,
in 1629, ordered the construction of a
harbour to shelter all the carracks and
other vessels that, filled with riches
coming from India and America, crossed
the islands on their way back to Portugal
and Spain,
In the 19th century, a mainland firm built
a píer in the beach along with a structure
to help dry codfish. 
In the beginning of the 20th c., a further activity enhanced the importance of Porto Pim, with the setting 
of the cable system linking Europe to the Americas.

The whale
In the 19th c, the whale Industry flourished in the Azores, namely in Faial, highly promoted by the 
Dabneys, a family settled in the Island as American Consuls for almost the whole century. The 
importance of Porto Pim was increased by the development of this whaling Industry, so relevant in the 
Island that, at one point, there were even two factories operating at the same time. Porto Pim's present 
Whaling Interpretation Centre is set on the southwest part of the bay, in a structure built in 1941 to 
welcome all the sperm-whales arriving up the ramp we can
still see today. This factory operated uneil the 1970s and
processed 1940 whales that produced 44.000 oil barrels.
Tales speak of the beach tainted red from the blood of the
gigantic mammals . 
In Porto Pim, the whale met its doomed fate at the hands of
men, these also doomed to struggle for survival.

Antonio Tabucchi
Antonio Tabucchi (1943-2012) was one of the best-known
writers of the 20th century. Though Italian-born he spent
most of his life in Portugal, always in love with the country and the Portuguese poet Fernando Pessoa.
One of Tabucchis's emblematic books is "The Woman of Porto Pim":

"an odd sort of treasure: a collage of literary fragments that together craft a portrait of both a 
place and a sentiment. Including letters, biographical entries, quotations from the likes of Melville
and Michelet, one story of deadly passion, and a postscript from a whale, the small book is an 
ode to the Azores islands" (Monica Seger, University of Oklahoma).

The book is one of his earliest and underlines fate, passion, longing, melancholy, silence and patience 
towards life events. It displays an enormous ability to listen, reflect and accept acknowledged realities as 
part of human and nature's developments: sadness comes with love, despair is entangled to hope, 
illusion plays with incredulity or disbelief. People and animals are part of a setting of their own (in this 
case the Azores, the Island of Faial, the bay of Porto Pim). Foreigners can try to take part in but never 
fully be part of.
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And the whale again...
The last chapter is a description of man... made by a whale. The
animal faces humankind in a way, and starts at their weird
features/deeds. Perspective and points of view come now from the
one in the sea instead of from those getting into the sea, intruders
of a world that is not their own. The short text comes as a
poignant metaphor of the uncertain nature of every thought,
action or truth, where the whale stands as the calm, reflexive
being. Taking into account the harsh reality of the Azorean
islanders'struggle with and dependence on the whale throughout
the 19th and 20th centuries, it also stands as a criticism to one-
sided points of view: how would/could it be if you dared to ever
listen to the others/whales?.
Go to Porto Pim, imagine the whale and enjoy Tabucchi's words: 
 
Sources:

• The woman of Porto Pim, by Antonio Tabucchi

Ana Baptista
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The Corte Real Navigators and the Portuguese Poets

The navigator João Vaz Corte Real was a knight in the Royal House of Portugal. He received half of the 
island of Terceira, in the Azores, as a gift because of his discovery of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia in 
1472, twenty years before Columbus came to Central America in 1492. He had six children, amongst 
whom the following three sons:

1. Vasqueanes Corte Real, who was the eldest.
2. Miguel Corte Real was was the middle one and became the Chief of the Protocol of the Royal 

House in Lisbon.
3. And the youngest, Gaspar Corte Real.

Gaspar Corte Real made a trip to North America in 1500 and returned to Lisbon with about 50 American 
Indians. In 1501 he made a second voyage but never returned to Portugal. Then, in May 10, 1502, 
Miguel Corte Real left Lisbon, with three ships in search of his brother Gaspar, but he never returned to 
Portugal. Two of his other caravels, returned to Lisbon.
Then Vasquenaes wanted to come to America in search of his two brothers but King Manuel I did not give
him permission to depart. The King said: "those lands do not deserve any further loss of good people". 
With these historical facts Fernando Pessoa, one of the greatest Portuguese poets (see article ), wrote a 
poem entitled Noite (Night).
 

Noite
por Fernando Pessoa

A nau de um deles tinha-se perdido
No mar indefinido.
O segundo pediu licença ao Rei
De, na fé e na lei
Da descoberta, ir em procura 
Do irmão no mar sem fim e a névoa escura.

Tempo foi. Nem primeiro nem segundo 
Volveu do fim profundo
Do mar ignoto à Pátria por quem dera
O enigma que fizera.
Então o terceiro a El-Rei rogou
Licença de os buscar, e El-Rei negou.

Como a um cativo, o ouvem a passar 
Os servos do solar.
E, quando o vêem, vêem a figura
Da febre e da amargura,
Com fixos olhos rasos de ânsia
Fitando a proibida azul distância.

Senhor, os dois irmãos do nosso Nome
-O Poder e o Renome –
Ambos se foram pelo mar da idade 
À tuda eternidade;
E com eles de nós se foi
O que faz a alma poder ser de herói

Queremos ir buscá-los, desta vil
Nossa prisão servil:
É a busca de quem somos, na distância
De nós; e, em febre de ânsia,
A Deus as mãos alçamos.

Mas Deus não da licença que partamos.

Night
by Fernando Pessoa

One brother’s vessel vanished
From the indefinite sea.
Another asked the King leave,
By faith and custom’s fiat,
To go and seek his brother
Through boundless seas and darkest mist.

Time passed. Neither one nor the other
Returned from the deep and distant ocean,
Unknown to the nation on whom
It laid the enigma it had made.
Then a third beseeched the King
To search for both. The King refused.

Servants hear him pass
The manor house as if enchained.
And, when seen, a fevered figure
With anguished eyes
Stares bitterly ahead
Into the forbidden blue beyond.

Two brothers who share our Name. Lord,
The Power and the Glory,
Both strove in the sea of ages
Toward your agelessness;
And with them went that part of us
Which in spirit makes heroes possible.

From our wretched prison house
We ache to seek our heroes:
It’s the search for who we are
Far within us; in fevered yearning
We lift our hands to God.

But God forbids our going hence.
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Manuel Alegre, A finger somewhere in the middle of the sea

Manuel Alegre (1936) is a contemporary poet and politician
and, by far, one of the best-known members of the
Portuguese Parliament, the long-life called poet politician.
Besides his permanent political activity, he has an
outstanding poetic activity as well, having published several
books. One of the latest (2010) is dedicated to the Azores, a
Portuguese/English edition entitled “Escrito no Mar/Written
on the Sea”.
Manuel Alegre de Melo Duarte was born on May 12th 1936,
in Águeda, in the centre of Portugal. He studied Law in the
University of Coimbra and was a highly active member of its
theatre group and an outstanding swimmer, having won the
national championship medal. At the same time, he was a
quite engaged students’ activist. Alegre supported the
candidacy of Humberto Delgado (the Fearless General who
dared to oppose Salazar and was later on killed by the
dictatorial regimen) for the presidency of the nation, and was
forced into military service, in 1961, due to his views against
the Portuguese dictatorship and the colonial war.

Azores and Angola
He was placed in the Azores where he attempted the
occupation of the island of S. Miguel. In 1963 he was sent to
Angola and led a pioneer military revolt that resulted in his
being imprisoned by the political police (PIDE – International
Police of State Defence) in 1963. In the Angolan prison he
met several local writers, namely Luandino Vieira. After six
months he was sent back to Coimbra under surveillance and
fixed residence, but ended up leaving into exile, as a
clandestine, in 1964.
The next ten years would be spent in Argel where he was a leader of the National Liberation Patriotic 
Front and his voice in the radio became an icon of resistance and freedom. Meanwhile, his first two books
“Praça da Canção – Song Square” (1965) and “O Canto e as Armas – The Song and the Weapons” (1967)
were published and censored, but flew from hand to hand in clandestine handwritten or typewritten 
copies. Portuguese politically engaged singers, called
interventionist singers, as famous as Zeca Afonso, Adriano
Correia de Oliveira, Luís Cília and Manuel Freire, sang his
poems that became anthems of the fight for freedom in
Portugal. He only returned to Portugal on May 2nd 1974,
some days after the democratic Carnation Revolution of the
25th April.

Member of the Parliament
Manuel Alegre became a member of the Socialist Party and
promoted the popular demonstrations that would help
consolidate democracy. He was the author of the
introductory chapter of the Portuguese Constitution of 1976.
He was a member of the Parliament from 1975 to 2009,
having been its Vice-President and member of the State
Council. Historic leader of the Socialist Party he ran for the
Presidential elections of 2005 and 2011, and decided to
resign from his seat in the Parliament in 2009.
In April 2010, Italian Padova University inaugurated the
Cathedra Manuel Alegre, aiming the study of Portuguese
Language, Literature and Culture. His books have been
translated in several languages. Alegre’s works have been republished several times and the author has 
been awarded with several prizes, in recognition of a writing performance said to “sing the love and pain 
of history with a universal accent…, a language that recovers the almost three centuries of Western 
poetry in every syllable” (Paola Mildonian).

A poem
Below we present one of the poems, that in a few lines strongly underlines the “concept” of the Azores as
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a land “pointing west”, a “finger” from primeval times that were before being, as a guardian door 
heading, protecting, helping wanderers go forward… The poem refers to the island of Corvo, the tiniest 
and most western island of the archipelago, where an ancient legend stated a statue of a man on 
horseback pointing West or Norwest (to the Land of the Codfish – Newfound Land) had been found there 
along with coins (presumed to have Carthaginian or Phoenician origin).
Though the tale is referred in several writings, from the Portuguese chronicler Damião de Góis (1502-
1574), in the 16th century to archeological research in the 20th, nothing has been found in the island 
apart from some ceramics whose dating was inconclusive. It is known the Carthaginian have been in the 
Canary Islands, so we can easily argue they might have gone as far as the Azores, but that is mere 
speculation. Nevertheless, the story gave birth to myth, sheltering the idea of man’s quest towards west, 
“a sign of the new world”.

Algures no meio do mar havia um dedo
Esculpido no meio do mar e apontando
Ninguém sabe ao certo que segredo
Se outro espaço, um onde, um tempo, um quando.

Não há coisa que não fosse já. (Segundo
Salomão.) E estátua ou pedra alguém
Pôs no Corvo um sinal de outro mundo.
E era um dedo apontado para além.

E não havia então outro saber
Sobre o que estava ou não mais para a frente.
Só um dedo que já era antes de ser
Só um dedo apontando o ocidente.

A finger somewhere in the middle of the sea
Carved in stone and pointing
No one knows for sure to what secret
Whether to another space, place, time, era.

There is nothing that does not have its moment. 
(According to Solomon.) And statue or stone someone
Placed in Corvo island a sign of the new world.
And it was a finger pointing to beyond the firmament.

There was no knowledge there
Of what might be or not be.
Just a primordial stone finger
Just a finger pointing to the west.

Sources:
• Manuel Alegre – Escrito no Mar/Written on the sea (2010)

Ana Baptista
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Vitorino Nemésio

Mau Tempo no Canal (in English: Stormy isles, an Azorean Tale), a novel by Vitorino Nemesio, was 
published in 1944. The book portrays the static quality of the societies of Pico, S. Jorge, Faial and 
Terceira, but it also depicts the Portuguese mentality of the first half of the 20th century. The novel 
depicts family scenes and social behaviours between 1917 and 1919, the same timeline he spent in Horta
(Faial). A strict translation from the Portuguese title would be "Bad weather in the Channel", the Channel 
being precisely the shallow 7km wide one between Faial and Pico, notorious for its rough waters.

Vitorino Nemésio, Mau Tempo no Canal

As in all his work, Nemésio characterizes his roots, Azorean life, childhood memories and makes a kind of
effigy of the simple things, the simple people and the humanity of existence and human suffering. 
Vitorino Nemesio defined the concept of “Acoraniedade” (“Azoreanism”) in 1932: “A kind of isolation 
drunkness filling the soul and actions of all who were fortunate enough to be borne by the sea, in the 
heart of the oceans' infinity".
Vitorino Nemésio was born on the 19th December 1901,
Praia da Victoria, Ilha Terceira. In 1916 he founded an
intellectual magazine “Estrela d’Avila”. In 1921 he was
writing for newspapers like “A Pátria”, “A Imprensa de
Lisboa” and “Última Hora”. He finished highschool in
Coimbra, began studying Law in 1922, abandoning the
degree to begin Historic and Geographic Sciences in 1924.
He taught in Brussels, Brazil and Portugal. In 1965 he was
given honoris causa by the Paul Valery University,
Montpellier, and in the same year he won the National
Literature Prize for all his work. On 12th December 1971
he gave his “Last Lesson” at the Lisbon Humanities
College, where he had taught for nearly 40 Years. His work
has been published in Italian, French, English and German amongst other languages. 
He died in Lisbon, in 1978, and is buried in Coimbra. But. as he himself stated: "My life has no age: It 
has time, only for that it is still young" (quote in the Poets' Promenade, Praia da Vitória).

“Em Fevereiro havia muitos dias de mar bravo, as lanchas afocinhavam nas grandes covas de água 
cavadas pelo vento da Guia. Para tirar o avô das escadinhas eram duas pessoas: o Manuel Bana dentro 
da lancha a agarrá-lo por um braço, o cobrador nos degraus do cais, de mão estendida, e sempre aquele
perigo de escorregar nos limos.”
 
“In February there were many days of rough sea, the barges would disappear in between the huge 
waves caused by the wind of Guia. It took two people to take grandfather from the little stairs, Manuel 
Bana from his barge, holding him by an arm and the collector on the steps, reaching with his hand, and 
always the danger of slipping on the seaweed.”
 
“Margarida, agora embalada naquela surpresa de vento, vela, água e miragem de baleia, ia deixando-se 
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levar. A canoa, às vezes adornada da manobra, roçava a borda no gume fresco e vivo do mar. As 
nuvens açorianas […] deslaçavam-se agora finas e leves [ … ]. Vinha de terra um cheirinho a figueira e 
ao bafo da lava quente.
 
“Margarida, now cradled by the surprising wind, sail, water and the mirage of a whale, would let herself 
go. Sometimes the edge of the canoe, when manoeuvring, would skim the fresh and live sea edge. The 
Azorean clouds started to disperse now soft and fluffy. From land the smell of fig trees and the warm 
waft of lava”.
 
Sources

• História da Literatura Portuguesa 
• Website 
• Pictures from website 

Vitorino Nemésio - A minha vida está velha
A poem by Vitorino Nemésio

A minha vida está velha
Mas eu sou novo até aos dentes.
Bendito seja o deus do encontro,
O mar que nos criou
Na sede da verdade,
A moça que o Canal tocou com seus fantasmas 
E se deu de repente a mim como uma mãe,
Pois fica-se sabendo
Que da espuma do mar sai gente e amor também.
Bendita a Milha, o espaço ardente,
E a mão cerrada
Contra a vida esmagada.
Abençoemos o impossível
E que o silêncio bem ouvido
Seja por mim no amor de alguém. 

My life is old
But I'm young to the teeth.
Blessed be the God of meeting,
The sea that borne us
Thirsty of truth,
The maiden the Canal touched with its ghosts
And who suddenly gave herself to me as a Mother,
So let it be known
That from sea foam people emerge but love as well.
Blessed be the Mile, the ardent space,
And the tight closed hand
Against the shattered life. 
Let us bless the impossible
And may the well-listened to silence
Be for me in someone's love. 

Ana Baptista
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The island of Pico in a poem by Manuel Alegre

The author of this poem is a present-day poet, Manuel Alegre, who has committed his life both to 
literature and politics (see article ).
The text below is about Pico island, one of the islands we will visit during the course. 
Pico is the 2nd biggest island in the archipelago, has the highest mountain of Portugal and is the third 
highest above the sea in the Atlantic. It's surface has a geological date of around 250 thousand years, 
which makes it the youngest of them all (the reason why the rock and soils are still so dark). However, it 
started to from 1,2 million years ago, according to recent submarine research.
 

Dentro de cada imagem há outra imagem
e a terra treme ainda que não trema
e até mesmo o silêncio é linguagem
e as pedras são as pedras do poema

No ar que se respira há um perfume
e a terra é como uma página já escrita
onde a palavra pulsa e me reúne
para dizer a ilha nunca dita

Sabe a primeira vez e a nunca visto
eu olho e não resisto à tentação
há música no ar e o Pico é isto
um poema que está feito e eu passo à mão

Inside each image there is another image
and the earth shakes though not shaking 
and even silence is a language 
and the stones the stones of the poem being

In the air one breathes there is a fragrance
and the earth's like a page written afore
where the word vibrates and rejoins me
to say the island never said before

It tastes to a first time and to a never seen
I look and I can't resist temptation
there's music in the air and Pico is this
a poem that is made and I write by hand. 

Pico - photo: Pedro Nascimento 

Ana Baptista
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Emanuel Félix

Poema dos náufragos tranquilos

Somos herdeiros dos quatro ventos
Sem uma vela para lhes dar
Temos amarras e temos lenços
Num cais de pedra para acenar.

Somos herdeiros da maresia
Que salga os olhos de olhar o mar
E temos rios de lava fria
Que se recusam a desaguar.

Somos herdeiros de uma lembrança
de tesouros afundados
e arpoamos a esperanças
na nossa morte reclinados.

Somos herdeiros de um rombo aberto
no nevoeiro secular, tranquilos
náufragos do incerto
vamos morrer no mar.

Emanuel Félix (1936-2004)

Poem of the tranquil castaways
 
Heirs we are of the four winds
Having no sail to hand them in
We have moorings and we have scarves
On a stone quay to wave.
 
Heirs we are of the sea mist
Salting the eyes when facing the sea
And we have rivers of cold lava
Into the sea refusing to stream.
 
Heirs we are of a memory
Of submerged treasures
And we harpoon hope
Leaning on our death meanwhile.
 
Heirs we are of an open hole
In the secular mist, tranquil 
Castaways of uncertainty
Into the sea we're going to die.

Translated by Ana Baptista

Emanuel Félix Borges da Silva was born in Angra do Heroísmo (1936)
and died in the same city in 2004. Though he is one of the best-known
Azorean poets, he specialized in the Restoration and Conservation of Art
Works, in Portugal and abroad, working, researching and teaching in
several Universities and Institutes throughout his life. He wrote essays,
chronicles, poems and short stories.
Félix started his studies in the Azores, but most of his professional and
technical research and training was made abroad, namely in Paris,
Amsterdam, Florence, Liége, London, Rome, Brussels, Leuven,
Anderlecht... In the Azores, among many other contributions, he
developed the Centre for the Research, Coservation and Restoration of
Art Works.
The poet worked as a teacher in primary and secondary schools, but his
most intense activity was held in the University, where he participated
in the updating of the curriculum of the Superior Course of Conservation
and Restoration in the mainland Instituto Superior de Tomar. He was
also responsible for the curricula of several subjects there and headed
the Research Laboratory of Restoration Technology, where he taught
and worked for several years.
Emanuel Félix also had an important international role while participating in European projects usually 
related to Conservation and Restoration research. He published hundreds of literary and scientific texts in
Portugal and abroad. 
On what literature is concerned, he is considered the introducer of poetic concretism in Portugal, which 
he soon abandoned, having also approached surrealism for a period. Many of his poems, as the one 
above, reflect the influence of his Azorean cultural roots and memories.

Ana Baptista
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Canção: Chamateia / Song: Chamateia

Chamateia

No berço que a ilha encerra
Bebo as rimas deste canto
No mar alto desta terra
Nada a razão do meu pranto

Mas no terreiro da vida
O jantar serve de ceia
E mesmo a dor mais sentida
Dá lugar à chamateia

Oh meu bem
Oh chamarrita
Meu alento, vai e vem
Vou embarcar nesta dança
Sapateia, oh meu bem

Se a sapateia não der
Pra acalmar minh´alma inquieta
Estou pro que der e vier
Nas voltas da chamarrita

Chamarrita, sapateia
Eu quero é contradizer
O aperto desta bruma
Que às vezes me quer vencer

Chamateia

In the crib the island holds
I drink the rimes of this song
In the deep sea of this land
Swims my sorrow cause.

But at the life square
dinner serves as supper
and even the biggest pain
gives place to “chamateia”.

Oh my darling
Oh “chamarrita”
My breath, in and out
I’m coming into this dance
dance, oh darling.

If dancing
doesn’t soothe my restless soul
I’m letting go
in the turns of “chamarrita”.

“Chamarrita”, dance
I just want to contradict
The anguish of the mist
That sometimes wants to beat me.

Catarina Amaral

Bia - Contemporary pop music from an Azorean artist

The singer
Bia (or Beatriz Noronha) is an Azorean singer born in
the island of S. Miguel, in 1980. She started to sing in
public when she was five and in a professional way at
14. Bia took a degree in Architecture in Lisbon while
studying music at the same time. She has been part of
the band "Xaile" since 2002 and "Chi-coração" is her
first solo work. Three of the album songs are her own
composition, namely this one: "Sou de uma Ilha/I'm
from an Island".

The song
The song is, in a way, a "pastiche" of symbols that
display the feelings of belonging to a place that is crossroads between continents, cultures and 
diynamics. The singer, Bia, (shortened of Beatriz) sings an ensemble of concepts she feels herself 
reflected on, all bits of a metaphorical cauldron she emerged from (and even a literal one if we take into 
account the volcanic steaming cauldron nature of the archipelago). In the lyrics Bia keeps 
"defining" herself as if anchored to all sorts of pieces of this ensemble (permanent repetition of "I am 
from..." framing the portrait of the  artist who belongs to all this).
The text is also a continuous metaphor of what shapes/has shaped the islands, the islanders and their 
long struggle to survive. The way Bia presents herself, covered by a traditional cloak (mostly used in 
Graciosa Island) also reflects this, at one time, local ang global sense of being and belonging (the cloak is
a symbol of the Azoreean traditions, but it is also a vestige of the old traditional cloaks used by Flemish 
beguine settlers arrived in the islands shortly after their discovery in the 15th c.).
One can say Bia and her song depict the Azorean state-of-mind, the uniqueness of their profile in the 
middle of nowhere, in the middle of everywhere. The chorus is, indeed, the perfect definition of the 
Azorean islanders, always rooted to and apart from...
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Sou de uma ilha
Sou de uma ilha, não há volta a dar
Onde o princípio do fim é só mar 
Sou sangue, fogo que há na cratera
Sou alma livre e de quem navega.

Sou de uma terra semi-naufragada,
Eu sou da neblina e da madrugada,
Eu sou de Arriaga, do Braga e Natália,
Eu sou Nemésio, pitada de Amália.

Sou chamarrita, ciranda e pezinho,
Sou de Quental e também de Agostinho.
Sou de água azeda que é do rebentão
Há tantos viras no meu coração.

Eu sou do passado, do mar navegado,
Sou daqui, dali e de todo o lado.
Sou do cagarro que à noite esvoaça,
Sou do Senhor e Maria... da Graça.

Quanto mais saio da ilha, mais eu fico nela;
Quanto mais fico na ilha, mais eu saio dela 
(bis).

Sou do Raposo, do Zeca e do Luis,
Do Chico, do Lobo eu sou Beatriz.
Sou da saudade, do bar e do fado,
Eu sou virtude mas também pecado.

Eu sou vapor quente que brota em fumaça,
Eu sou um navio que vem ou que passa.
Eu sou hortênsia e conteira em flor,
Sou romaria, Senhor no andor

Do Afonso, do Palma e do Godinho,
Eu sou Regina e também Vitorino.
Sou boca-negra e às vezes garoupa,
Do Tom Jobim eu sou sua garota.

Eu sou do basalto, pedra da calçada,
Ponta do Sossego eu sou afilhada.
Sou baleeiro que lança o arpão,
Há tantos viras no meu coração.

Quanto mais saio da ilha, mais eu fico nela;
Quanto mais fico na ilha, mais eu saio dela 
(bis).

Bia

I'm from an Island
I'm from an Island, no way to escape it 
Where the end starts there is just sea.
I'm blood, the fire there is in the crater
I'm a free soul, I'm from those who sail.

I'm from a land that is semi-wrecked
I'm from the mist and also the dawn
I'm from Arriaga, Braga and Natália,
I am from Nemésio and a bit of Amália.

I'm "chamarrita", "ciranda" and "pezinho" 
I'm from Quental and from Agostinho.
I'm sour water where from waves burst,
So many "viras" my heart turns around.

I am from the past, the sea navigated,
From here, from there and from everywhere.
I'm from the shearwater who flies through the night
I'm from the Lord and Mary... of Grace.

The more I leave the island, the more I'm 
bound to it; The more I'm bound to the island, 
the more I leave it (bis).

I am from Raposo, Zeca and Luis
From Chico and Lobo I am Beatriz.
I'm from "saudade", the bar and the "fado", 
I'm the meaning of virtue but also of sin.

I am vapour heat that sprouts in a fume
I am from a ship that arrives and elapses
I am an hydrangea, ginger-lily in bloom.
I am a procession, the Lord on a stand.

From Afonso, Palma and Godinho,
I am Regina and also Vitorino.
I'm a blue-mouth perch, sometimes a grouper
Of Tom Jobim I am his lassie.

I am from basalt, rock of the pavement
From Cape of Quietness I am a godchild.
I am the whaler who casts the harpoon,
So many "viras" my heart turns around.

The more I leave the island, the more I'm 
bound to it; The more I'm bound to the island, 
the more I leave it (bis).

Translation Ana Baptista

The names and symbols mentioned throughout the lyrics refer to:
•Azorean icons: highly relevant politicians (Arriaga or Braga), writers (Nemésio, Quental or 
Natália), traditions (folk dances - "chamarrita"', "ciranda", "pezinho", "viras"), flora (hydrangea 
and ginger-lily), fauna (whales, grouper, blue-mouth perch or shearwater), geomorphology and 
climate (basalt, heat vapour, mist, waves), religion (processions and devotion to the Lord and 
Mary, Lord on a stand)...
•National cultural symbols: the best fado singer ever (Amália), famous pop and engagé singers 
(Zeca, Vitorino, Palma, Godinho)...
•Cross-cultural concepts of Portuguese root as Brazilian singers (Chico, Regina, Tom Jobim).
•Personal references (her own name).

Ana Baptista
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Canção: Ilhas de Bruma / Song: Islands of Mist

Ilhas de Bruma

Ainda sinto os pés no terreiro
Em que meus avós bailhavam o pezinho,
A bela aurora e a sapateia
É que nas veias corre-me basalto negro
E na lembrança vulcões e terramotos.

Por isso é que eu sou das ilhas de brumas
Onde as gaivotas vão beijar a terra
Por isso é que eu sou das ilhas de brumas
Onde as gaivotas vão beijar a terra.

Se no falar, trago a dolência das ondas
O olhar é a doçura das lagoas
É que trago a ternura das hortênsias
No coração a ardência das caldeiras.

Por isso é que eu sou das ilhas de brumas
Onde as gaivotas vão beijar a terra
Por isso é que eu sou das ilhas de brumas
Onde as gaivotas vão beijar a terra.

Trago o roxo, a saudade, esta amargura
Só o vento ecoa mundos na lonjura
Mas trago o mar imenso no meu peito
E tanto verde a indicar-me a esperança.

Por isso é que eu sou das ilhas de brumas
Onde as gaivotas vão beijar a terra
Por isso é que eu sou das ilhas de brumas
Onde as gaivotas vão beijar a terra.

É que nas veias corre-me basalto negro
No coração a ardência das caldeiras
O mar imenso me enche a alma
Tenho verde, tanto verde, tanta esperança.

 

Islands of Mist

I can still feel my feet in the ground
where my grandparents danced the “pezinho”,
the beautiful dawn and the dance.
In my veins flows the black basalt
and in my memory volcanoes and earthquackes.

And that’s why I’m from the Islands of mist
where seaguls kiss the earth.
And that’s why I’m from the Islands of mist
where seaguls kiss the earth.

If in my speach, I bring the sadness of the waves
My eyes are the sweatness of the lagoons
I bring the tenderness of the Hydrangeas
In my heart the heat of the volcanoes.

And that’s why I’m from the Islands of mist
where seaguls kiss the earth.
And that’s why I’m from the Islands of mist
where seaguls kiss the earth.

I bring the purple, the longing, the sorrow
Only the wind whispers worlds in the far
But I bring the immense sea in my heart
and so much green giving me hope.

And that’s why I’m from the Islands of mist
where seaguls kiss the earth.
And that’s why I’m from the Islands of mist
where seaguls kiss the earth.

In my veins flows the black basalt
In my heart the heat of the volcanoes
The immense sea fills my soul
I have green, so much green, so much hope.

Catarina Amaral
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