5 Salvador Dali Paintings Every Artist Should Know

The Persistence of Memory, 1931, Salvador Dali

Salvador Dali’s The Persistence of Memory plunges the viewer into a dreamlike and definitely strange
universe where hard and soft surfaces coexist. The artwork opposes Surrealism to reality and questions the
ineluctability of time. It cements the artist’s obsession for its symbolism. Are we at the mercy of time? One
thing Dali makes very clear, is that time passes but leaves behind memories; the memory persists. We must
be break down the painting into different elements, as numbered above:

1. Three soft watches symbolize time, which is relative, in movement. As in our dreams, past, present and
future coexist and function in synergy. Each watch is placed on a different surface, and represent these
three temporalities.

2. The orange watch does not melt. It echoes the passing of time as it is turned over and covered by ants.

3. The ants invade the solid watch and symbolize decomposition and death. The painter made this link as a
child when he observed ants swarming over the remains of a bat.

4. Time flies and passes... It is represented by this insect.

5. A strange object —or, rather, character— is lying on the ground and could represent the painter or the
inner world and its dreamlike nature.

6. The mirror embodies inconstancy as it reflects reality as well as the imaginary.
7. The olive tree, symbol of wisdom, is dry, dead. It’s a sign of the past.
8. Dali symbolises his emotional emptiness by the empty shoreline.

9. The bright sea symbolizes memory and reality. It contrasts with the dark foreground which is reminiscent
of an imaginary and overwhelming world.

10. The mountains are rooted in the ground as they are in the painter’s memory. They belong to the
painter’s childhood.

11. The egg is the symbol of birth and, therefore, renewal.
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To The Persistence of Memory tou Salvador Dali BuBileL Tov Beatr) o€ €va OVELPLKO Kal Glyoupa mopatevo
oUUTIAV OTIOU GUVUTIAPXOUV OKANPEC Kol LOAAKEG eTILAVELEG. TO £pYO TEXVNG AVTITAOOEL TOV COUPEQALOUO
OTNV MPOYHOTIKOTNTA Kot apdlofntel To avanddpaoto Tou Xpovou. EVioXUEL TNV EUPOVI) TOU KAAATEXVN
yla Tov oupBoAlopo tou. Eipaote oto £Aeog Tou Xpovou; Eva mpdypa mou o NtaAl EekaBapilel ival otL o
XPOVOG TteEpVAEL AAAQ OPrVEL TTILOW TOU AVOUVIOELG. N UV UN ETILUEVEL MpEmeL va xwplooupe Tn {wypadiki
o€ 5LadopeTIKA oToLXELD, OTIWG OPLOUOUVTAL TTOPATTAVW:

1. Tpla poAakd poAoyla cupPBoAilouv Tov XpOVO, TIOU ElVOL OXETIKOG, oTnV Kivnon. Onwg Kal ota OvVelpa
pog, mapeAbov, mapov kal LEANOV CUVUTIAPXOUV Kol AElToupyolV o ouvEpyela. KaBs poAdL TomoBeteital
o€ SladopeTikni eMAVELA KAL AVTUTPOCWIEVEL AUTEC TLG TPELG TIPOCWPLVOTNTEG.

2. To moptokaAl poAdL &ev Alwvel. Avinyel to MEpacua Tou Xpovou kabwg avamodoyupiletol Kot
KQAUTITETOL ATTO LUPUAYKLAL.

3. Ta puppnRykla eloBaAlouv oto cupmayEéC poAoL kal cupBoAilouv Tnv amoouvBeon kal Tov Bavato. O
{wypadog £Kave AUTOV ToV oUVOECUO WG TS, OTaV TTAPATHPNOE TA LUPUAYKLO VO CUPPEOUV TAVW OO
TO UTtOAElppaTa pLag vuxtepidac.

4. O XpOvOoC KUAQ KaL TTEPVA.... AVTUTPOOWTEVETAL ATIO AUTO TO EVTIOHO.

5. Eva mapaéevo avtikeipevo —n, HAAAOV, Xapaktnpoc— eival EamAwpévo oto €6adoc kal Ba pmopoloe
VO QVTLITPOOWTEVEL TOV {WwYpAdO I TOV ECWTEPLKO KOGHO KoL TNV OVELPLKA pUoN Tou.

6. O KaBOpEPTNG evOoaPKWVEL TNV aoTaBela KABWC QVTLKOTOMTIPI(EL TNV TMPOYHOTIKOTNTO KOOWG Kol TO
$avTaoTiKo.

7. H e\a, cupBolo tng codlag, sivat Eepn, vekpn. Elvat onuadt tou mapeABovtog.
8. O NtaAl cupBoAiZel to ouvaloOnUATIkO Tou KeVO SUAa 0TNV ASELO AKTOYPAUN.

9. H Aaurnepr) Badhacoa cUBOALLEL TN VAN KAL TNV TipayaTikoTnTa. Epxetal o€ avtiBeon pe 1o oKOTEWO
T(POOKNVLO TIou Bupilel Evav ¢avtaoTikd Kol GUVTPUTTIKO KOGUO.

10. Ta Bouva eival pullwpéva oto €dadog Onwe eival otn pvAun tou {wypddou. AVAKOUV oTo TTOLSIKA
Xxpovia tou {wypadou.

11. To auyo givat To cUUBOAO TNG YEVVNONG KL, EMOUEVWG, TNG OVAVEWONG.
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2: The Temptation of Saint Anthony

Another of Dali’s iconic images is these towering, spindly-legged elephants, which are thought to signify war or
conflict to the artist.

This Surrealist scene shows them carrying the temptations of lust, sex, and power on their backs, directly towards the
emaciated figure of Saint Anthony, who appears battered but not beaten by their approach.

Sex and the subconscious played a significant role in Dali’s work, especially during his 20s and 30s. It was his deep
interest in Freudian psychoanalysis and the psychological meaning of dreams that led to his first Surrealist period,
which contains many of his most famous desert dreamscapes.

This painting in particular brings together several motifs seen throughout his larger body of work.
2: O nelpaopog tou Ayiov Avtwviou

Muat GAAN oo TG eUPANUATIKEG €KOVEG Tou NTaAl elvat autol ot mavuPnAot eEAédavTe e ATPAKTOUG, TTOU
TILOTEVETAL OTL CNUOLVOUV TTOAEUO 1 CUYKPOUGN YLO TOV KAAALTEXVN.

AUt n ooUPEAALOTIKA oKnvr Toug Selxvel va kKouBaAoUV TOUG TMELPACUOUG Tou TTOBou, Tou o€ Kal TNG
efouoiag otig mAateg Toug, KateuBeiav mpo¢ tnv aduvatiopévn dlyolpa tou Ayiou Avtwviou, o omoiog
gudpaviletal XTumtnUéEVog aAAA OXL XTUTINUEVOG QIO TNV TTPOCEYYLOT] TOUG.

To o€ kal To unmtoouveidnto ématéav onuaviikd poAo otn douAeld tou NtaAl, eldikda ota 20 kat ta 30 tou.
‘Htav 1o Babu evbiadépov tou yia tn dpoildikn Puxavaluon kot To PuxoAoyLlko VOnUa TwV OVELPWYV TTou
06nynoe oTNV MPWTN TOU UTEPPEAALOTLKN Tiepiodo, n omola TepLEXEL TOANA Ao TO TILO SLACNHUO OVELPLKA
ToTia Tou oTNV £€pno.

AUTOC 0 TIivaKAG CUYKEKPLUEVA CUYKEVIPWVEL TTOANG potifa mou daivovtal oe 6Ao To HEYAAUTEPO €pYO
Tou.
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3: Galatea of the Spheres

This piece was created as an homage to his wife and lifelong muse, Gala, painted in expanding spheres.

If you love Dali’s work, or even if you’re just learning about Salvador Dali right now, you should know that much of
his inspiration came from Gala. Not only did she pose as his model for many of his paintings, but she was also his
agent and worked with galleries and buyers on his behalf. In truth, Dali and Gala had a complex, often tumultuous
relationship. . . one that art historians are still unraveling, and will be for many years to come.

But one thing’s for certain: without Gala in his life, Dali’s art and influence in the world may have never blossomed as
it did. Painted in 1952, Galatea of the Spheres combines Dali’s consistent obsession (Gala) with his newfound
scientific interest in the molecules and atoms that tie the world together.

It’s a stunning example of Dali’s skill at blending hyper-realistic imagery and Surrealism.

3: TaAdrtela twv Zdpapwv

AuTO TO KOpMATL SnuioupynBnke wg ¢oOpog TUAG otn ouluyod tou kat Sia Bilou povoa tou, Gala,
{wypaPLOUEVO OE EMEKTELVOUEVEG ODALPEG.

Av ayarmnadte tn douAeld tou NtaAl [ akopa KL av HOALG paBaivete yia tov ZaABadop NTaAl autr Tn oTyun,
Ba mpémel va EEPeTe OTL LEYANO UEPOG TNG EUNMVEUCHC TOU TIPoNABe amo to Gala.

OxL povo unmoduotayv To PLOVTEAD ToU yia TToAAOUG amod Toug IivakeéG Tou, aAAd ATav Kal n atléving Tou Kat
SoUAeuE e YKaAepL KoL OlyOPAOTEG Yla Aoyoplacpo tou. ITnv mpaypatikotnta, o NtaAl kat n MkaAa eixav
pLoL TIOAUTIAOKN, CUXVA Topaxwdn oxEon. . . KATL TIOU Ol LoTopLKol TExvNG e€akoAouBolv va EETUAlyouV Kal
Ba eilval yla ToOAAG XpOvLa OKOUAL.

AN\G éva mpaypa eival olyoupo: xwpic tov Gala otn Lwn Tou, n té€xvn Kat n enppon tou Dali otov kOoHO
Uopel va punv avoloe mote onwg avoLoe.

Zwypadlopévo to 1952, to Galatea of the Spheres ouvbudlel tn otaBepn eppovi Tou NtaAl (Gala) pe to
veoavakaAudOEV EMLOTNUOVIKO eVSLOPEPOV TOU LA T LOPLA KAL TA ATORO TIOU GUVSEOUV TOV KOGO.

Elvat éva ekmAnktikd mapadelypa tng wavotntag tou NTaAl va ocuviualel UTIEPPEAALOTIKEG ELKOVEG Kal
OOUPEQALOUO.
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4: Still Life — Fast Moving

Still Life — Fast Moving is one of Dali’s most technically-proficient Surrealist paintings, featuring a truly surreal still life
displayed on a balcony overlooking the ocean.

Dali packed this painting full of hyper-realisticimagery (and some of his favorite symbols, like the rhinoceros
horn) but the real visual impact comes from each piece floating above the surface of the table.

The levitating knife and other objects once again reference his interest in the nature of atoms. His fascination with
their constant vibrational movement is key to understanding this piece.

4: Nekpn dpuon — Mpriyopn Kivnon

To Still Life — Fast Moving ival €vag armo Toug Mo TEXVIKA LKOVOUC 0OUPEAALOTIKOUC Tiivakeg Tou NTaAL, pe
LLOL TIPAY LATLKAL 00U PEQALOTLKI VEKPN pUon Tou epdaviletal oe £va UMAAKOVL LE B€a 0TOV WKEAVO.

O NtoAl yéuloe auTOV TOV TIVOKO YEUOTO UTIEPPENALOTIKEG ELKOVEG (KOl HEPLKA OO TOL AyATINUEVA TOU
OUUBOAQ, OTIWC TO KEPOTO TOU PLVOKEPOU), OANA N TIPAYUATIKY OMTIKY emibpaon mpoépxetal and kabe
KOULLATL TIOU ETUTAEEL TTAVW OO TNV ETLPAVELA TOU TPATIE(LOU.

To alwpoUleVO paxaipt kat AAAa avTikeipeva avadEpouv yla AAAn pa popd to eviladpEpov Tou yla T
duon Twv atopwv. H yontela tou pe tn ouveyn dovntikn Toug Kivnon €ival to KAELSL yla TNV Katavonon
0UTOU TOU KOHUOTLOU.
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5: Portrait of Paul Eluard

This painting is the most expensive Salvador Dali artwork ever sold to date, bringing in a whopping 22.5 million
dollars at a Sotheby’s art auction in 2011.

That would be enough to earn it a place on this list all by itself, but the history of this painting (and the people behind
it) is fascinating as well.

Dali painted this portrait early in his Surrealist career in 1929, after meeting Paul Eluard and the rest of the Surrealists
for the first time in Paris.

But besides being a prominent French Surrealist poet, Eluard was also Gala’s first husband—yes, the same Gala who
would later go on to marry Dali. No doubt this gave rise to many of the Freudian symbols that Dali included within
the composition.

5: MNoptpéto tou Paul Eluard

AUTOG 0 Ttivakag ivat to Tio akplBo €pyo téxvng tou ZaABadop NTaAl mou mouAnOnke mMOTE PEXPL ONUEPQ,
anodpépovrag 22,5 ekatoppupla ohdapla o dnponpacia téxvng tou Sotheby's to 2011.

AUTO Ba ATav apKeTO yla va Kepdioel amd povo tou pla B€on og auth T Alota, aAAd n oTtopia autou Tou
Tiivaka (Kol Twv avBpwrnwv Tiow amnd autov) elval EMCNC CUVAPTIOOTLKA.

O NrtaAl lwypadloe oUTO TO TIOPTPETO VwPIG otn ocoupeaAloTik otadlodpopia tou to 1929, adou
ouvavtnoe tov MwA EAGp Kot Toug UTTOAOLTOUC OOUPENALOTEG yLa pwTh Ppopd oto Mapliot.

AN\G ekTOC amo e€€xwv MaANog coupealiotrg owntng, o Eluard Atav eniong o mpwtog oculuyog tng Gala —
vay, o (6lo¢ Gala mou apyotepa Ba mavipeutel tov Dali. Xwpig apdiBolia, auto nmpokaAeos MTOAAA amo Ta
dpoi6ika cuBoAa tou o NTaAl cupmepléAaBe otn oLvBOeon.
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