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CARNIVAL IN GREEGE

Since the beginning of this school yrar #he learners in the Primary School of Pieleos
exchange presentations of national customs and #raditions with other European
Primary Schools. Here is what our 5 graders wrote about the Carnival celebrations
in Greece.
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CARNIVAL CUSTOMS AROUND GREELE
by Kasmas Gourgiotis

Naoussa, Vn Nacussa, tvté"y ytap peop’e Ctiebra#z #}"t custon Qf “""Ytni#sari" and
“Boules” which has its roots since when Greece was under Turkish oceupation.
Yenitsaroi are men dressed in traditional Gregk costumes and Boules are also
men dressed-up as women. They all wear masks.

Halkidona. In New Halkidona, in Thessaloniki, Greece, people celebrate the
Carnival playing yogurt fights. They throw yogurt at each other!

Skiros. In Skiros, prople celebrate the custom of “the 0ld man of Korela”. They
wear the traditional costume of the sheppard and they hang big bells around
their waist.

Naxns. In Naxos, men wear #raditional Greek costumes and go around the
neighborhoods and sing.

Galaxidi. Prople in Galaxidi have a strange, but funny carnival custom. On
Clean Monday they throw flour and ashes at vach other, so they furn white and
in a minute they're all covered in black! It is a very funny #radition and many
people visit Galaxidi to participate in this traditional gams!

Patra. Patra is one of the famous destinations during the carnival. Prople in
Patras participate in a long carnival parade, dressed up in different costumes.
There is also a treasure hunt game!
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Clean Monday
by George Papargiris

LClean Monday is a big celebration in Grezce. People cat seafood and vegetables.
This day in the morning the people go in the countryside or the mountain and
they fly a kite. They have a picnic there. Clean Monday is @ very good and
gnjoyable celebration. Children usually have lots of funl

Clean Monday
by Danag Xiromerifl

Clean Monday is the opening day of the fasting for the Gregk Orthodox Church
and it means the end of the Carnival. I+ was named like this because the rarly
Christians used #o clean their body and soul on that sprcial day, preparing
themselves for the Easter holidays. Fasting lasts 40 days, the same as the days
Jesus spent in the desert. On Llkan Monday it is common that we eat Tagana’,
which is a flat loaf of bread, and brans soup without oil. Traditionally, it is the Tast
day of the yrar we can dress up for the carnival and we go out and fly kites. Clran
Monday is eelebrated 48 days before Easter. For more information, you can visits
http:/ Jen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clean Monday
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GAITANAKI
by Valentina Velikove

Gaitanaki is a traditional Gregk dance that we dance during the carnival. It is a

colourful and funny danck!

We need 13 prople for this dance! One person is holding 2 wooden pole with 12
ribbons hanging from its top. The ribbons have different colours and gvery person
is holding a ribbon.

When the nusic begins, the dancers move towards the pole, go under the other
dancer’s ribbon, move far from the pole and then towards the pole againl A
colourful braid is created on the pole when the dance finishes.

This dance is a symbol of the circle of life. We move from happiness to sadngss, from
wintgr o spring, from life to death and the opposite!
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A CARNIVAL GAME

by Danae Xiromeriti, Helen Kaltsouni and Helen Alamanioti

During the carnival Greck prople organize many games for childeen to play.
Somgtimes they win and sometimes they lose! Sometimes they dress up, and
sonmgtimes they don’t!

Valmas was a game that was played in the village of Penia. There were fwo teams and
zach one was tied on gach sidz of the rope. The winngr was the tzam that dragged
the other f2am towards its side. I+ was a special game because after the game they
had funny dialoguss, liks 2 play.
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CARNIVAL IN PTELEOS

People celebrate the carnival all around Greeee. In our village, the carnivel
celebrations fake place on the last Sunday of the carnival period, just before Llean

Monday. This yrar, we celebrated the carnival in the central square of our village
on March 6™,

The celebration this yrar was great! The local choir sang brautiful traditional songs.
Our school participated in the celebrations, too! Our PE tracher, Mrs. Despina
Founta, taught us the traditional dances. We danced the #raditional ‘Gaitanaki’ and
the "Pepper’ song, which was a ot of fun. We also denced some other Grexk
traditional songs.

A great party followed our presentation of the dances and in the end we burnt the
king of the carnival in a big fire that people lit in the central square.
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The choir in action!
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A SCHOOL TRIP TO THE NEWSPAPER ‘THESSALIA’
by Bill Tsouvalias, Natassa Hassioti and Marilena Louska (6" grade)

On December 9", 2010, we visited the printing house of the local
newspaper “Thessalia”. 'We had the opportunity to see how they print a
newspaper and discover some new information.

- We had prepared questionnaires
and our guide, Ms Hrapalou,
answered all our questions. ‘First
of all, she said to us that
“Thessalia” has been circulating
N since 1898, but she could mnot
L inform us about the number of
! copies that they sell every day.
Secondly, she told us that there
are about 30 rveporters who work
for the newspaper.

newspaper to be published.
There are people who work for ¢
the printing of the newspaper, «
photographers, editors,
accountants, the chief editor,
the manager, a person who is
responsible for the newspaper &
circulation and the drivers i
who deliver the copies. Then, § =
we asked her how the §
reporters know what is new |
and we found out that they ki '
use the internet, the TV and, of course, tﬁey go out to see wﬁat ﬁappens

In addition, we asked her how they choose the articles which will be in
the newspaper. Ms Hrapalou told us that the chief editor is vesponsible
for that. Also, we all wanted to know how much it costs to publish each
issue. She did not know the exact cost, but she informed us that they sell



the newspaper for o,50€ only on Mondays and buying the newspaper on
one of the rest of the days costs 1,00¢.

As our school paper issue takes about two months to be published, we
wanted to know how long it
takes them to prepare each
issue. To our surprise, we
discovered that it takes them
about 4 hours to prepare an
issue! Finally, we asked what
kind of problems they face and
Ms Hrapalou informed us that
one of the biggest and most
common problems is when the A - ~ -
roll paper is cut in the printing macﬁme cfurmg the prmtmg of tﬁe
news_paper It is very 0[ Jfﬁcu[t for them to change it and it takes time.

Ms Hrapalou also showed us
old issues of the mewspaper
" | and the machines they used
4 to have in the past. Back
= then it took them a lot of
< hours to print with these
machines!

, ~
We rea[[y enjoyeof this :
visit to the printing
house of the mewspaper ;
“Thessalia”. It was fun -
and we discovered many |
things. We would [ike to |
thank Ms Hrapalou once ’
again for being so nice to |} ._

us and for exp[ammg|
everything so welll 4
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BODY PARTS
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Find all the words below:

head nose arm leg
face maouth elbow knee
hair teeth hand foot
ear neck finger toe
eye shoulder back body

(http://www.mes-english.com/worksheets/flashcards/swf/body wordsearch.swf)
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English breakfast at school

by John Kalantzis (5t grade)

In February we decided to have an English breakfast at school.

Our English teacher made pancakes and she brought cornflaokes and
tea. My classmates and | bought milk, honey, chocolate and strawberry
Syrup.

When we started to eat | felt great. First, we ate cornflakes and after
that we ate the pancakes. They smelled fantastic! After that, we drank a
cup of tea.

That day | was excited because | think that it was fantastic and | want
to do it again one day!

English breakfast at school

by Helen Alamanioti (5 grade)
English breakfast at school is very beaufiful, because we eat a lot of

2 different things for breakfast: pancakes, teqa, praline, marmalade, milk with
corn flakes. It's a very good breakfast and we like it. And we said ‘thank
2 you, Miss’ and ‘you did a lot of things for us'!ll THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR

EVERYTHING!!!

English breakfast at school

by Kosmas Gourgiotis (5t grade)
| liked English breakfast at school. English people have a good breakfast for
children. | want to eat again English breakfast, | liked it very much. My
friends liked English breakfast, too.
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English breakfast at school
by Danae Xiromeriti (5™ grade)

Last Wednesday we had English breakfast with our English teacher,
Miss Vivi Hamilou. The children brought different things. We were all excited
and impatient, because we had never eaten English breakfast before!

The food that we ate was delicious! We ate a lotl We ate pancakes
that our English teacher cooked. We ate the pancakes with jam, honey
and praline. The children who ate a pancake with praline could not eat
another one because they had enough! We drank tea, but some children
who didn’t like it drank water.

| think this breakfast was fantastic and delicious and | am going to eat
it every morning!

English breakfast
by George Papargiris (5th grade)

2 In England people eat a very big breakfast. They eat pancakes, milk, eggs,
and tea. That's very good because people work better. Some students did
a recearch on the good breakfast. Some kids ate a big breakfast and the
other kids drank only milk. Then they wrote a test. The children who ate a

big breakfast did very well at the test, but the children that drank only milk
did not write very well.

English breakfast
by Helen Kaltsouni (5th grade)

People in England believe — and that's right — that breakfast must be the
main meal of the day, because they all need energy and strength for the
rest of the day.

So, they all have a rich breakfast that has cereals with milk, eggs with
bacon, sweet pancakes and they drink fresh orange juice and, of course,
hot tea! People in England drink a lot of tea in the mornings and in the

SOOI T—

afternoons.

We should all do the same and we should all have a good breakfast, so we
will be able to confinue our day and be creativel

m
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Pancakes

by George Papargiris (5 grade)

Ingredients:

Solid ingredients

2 cups of flour

2 tablespoons of baking
powder

2 tablespoons of sugar
Some salt

Vanilla

:

Liquid ingredients

2 cups of buttermilk (or
milk)

2 eggs

2 tablespoons of olive oil

Procedure:

Sift the flour and pour all the solid ingredients in a bowl. Then pour the liquid
ingredients in a bowl and mix. Pour the solid ingredients in the mix with the
liguid ingredients. Mix them and wait for Sminutes. Warm a frying pan for 5
minutes. Pour a little oil or butter in the frying pan. Pour half a cup of the
dough in the frying pan. Be careful, the fire must be medium! When you see
small bubbles, you must turn around the pancake. Put each cooked
pancake one on top of the other and serve with praline, jam or honey!

OO
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KARAGIOZIS
by Evaggelia Zaharaki (6™ grade)

When I was four years old, very small, I used to watch
Karagiozis, a shadow puppet of a popular Greek shadow play.
This theatre is very funny and I love it very much. They
played Karagiozis, Aglaia, uncle-George and other characters
whose names I don’t remember! Karagiozis is a lazy, poor man
and has got a lot of laziness. His wife is Aglaia, who
sometimes asks Karagiozis to do a 1lot of chores, but he
doesn’t do them! He wants to be lazy for life!

I 4@ TISANE WITH LEMON AND GINGER
3 ' by Christina Argiriou (6™ grade)

A

Ingredients:

1 handful of tisane leaves and flowers
1 tablespoon of fresh grated ginger

3 teaspoons of lemon juice

honey

sugar

Preparation:

Boil in a pot half a liter of water with tisane and ginger
for one minute. Remove them from fire and let them rest for
five minutes. Drain in cups and add lemon, honey and sugar.

Can you spot the differences? (http://www.kidopo.com)
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by Chryssa Papalexopoulou (6'" grade)

Our 6" grade English course book presents the story of “The fifty-cent piece”
(http://americanfolklore.net/folklore/2010/07/the_fiftycent piece.html), a strange ghost story
that attracted everybody'’s attention. Chryssa Papalexopoulou, inspired by the story
she read, decided to present some other stories that she has heard or read about!

The fire

At some weekend, a girl invites her friend to the house because her parents had been
on a trip. The girls lit some candles and they saw a horror film in the living room. When
the film finished, the girls slept together in the bedroom. Late at night, as they were
sleeping, the radio turned on and the girls woke up. A voice told them “Girls, hurry up,
the living room is on fire” and the radio stopped. The girls could smell smoke and they
ran to the living room. The girls had forgotten to blow the candles and the small
window curtains were on fire! Fortunately, they managed to put out the fire with some
water and they slept again, feeling puzzled about the radio voice...

The watchman

One day, some teens went camping in a place that someone had recommended. When
they arrived, they were so tired from the travelling and they slept in no time. At
midnight, one of the teens woke up because she heard a noise. Suddenly, two red eyes
appeared on one side of the tent! She started screaming and all the others woke up.
She told them what had happened and a man who was there told her that a hundred
years ago a watchman of the camping had been murdered and some people say that
he still watches over the place...

The boy

Last year a girl and her best friend went at the girl’s village. When they arrived, the
children from the village told them a horror story. They told them that a young boy fell
from the bridge into the river and he died and they said that today, anybody who
crosses the bridge, he\she will see the boy screaming for help but when you leave the
bridge the boy disappears. The same afternoon the girls went to the bridge to see if it
was all true. They started to walk along the bridge when a boy appeared, screaming
for help. The girls started running and they stopped at the end of the bridge. When
they turned back, the boy had disappeared...

G888
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MY VILLAGE
by Vasso Boukorou and Zoe Gerogiakomou (4™ grade)

The name of our village is Pteleos. It is in central Greece. It is near the sea.

We have got clean beaches and beautiful shops. An important city near Pteleos is Volos. There
are a lot of mountains here. You can eat fresh fish, meat and olives here.

One of our festivals is on August 15™. We celebrate
Virgin Mary. In the morning, people go to church and at
night they go to the central square and have dinner in
taverns. We also have another festival, the Carnival, in
February. Children dress up and go to the central
square and dance. They also go to a party at a club and
they play treasure hunt, they throw confetti, dance and
drink soft drinks and hot chocolate.

y iy . Many tourists visit Pteleos in the summer. They go to
the wllage of Hamako the Sea Museum in Achillio, the castle and, of course\¥he @ches'

The story of my aunt Kiki,

22" May 1974 - 8™ May 2008

by Evaggelia Zaharaki (6™ grade)

Kiki was my aunt and she was born on 22" May, 1974. She was always a good girl in her junior
years.

When she was in the 1% class of Primary School, she was playing in the garden, but, one day,
when she was playing there, she hit her knee and the ambulance drove her to the hospital.
Luckily, this accident wasn’t serious, but she screamed and cried a lot, because it hurt. She didn’t
play in the garden for four days, but after a while, she felt well. From then on, she was playing
games without having any accidents.

When she was going in Junior High School and Senior High School, she used to walk on
mountains and plains. When | was born, Kiki was 24 years old. She loved me very much. She
taught me lots of things! Unfortunately, she died on May 8", 2008.She died when she was 34
years old and | was 10 years old. When she died, | was very sad, because | loved her as much as
she did. She had a problem with her heart.

Her life was short but | will always remember her!



STAR SIGNS
bg Chryssa Papalexopoulou (6t grade)

Arles
You are Lucky because You have the chance to go shopping and Leave the stress.

Taurus
Have fun with your friends and think about nothing else (except school, of course!)

Geming
Don't forget your friends. They need you by thelr side.

Cawncer
Be more discreet because Your friends trust you and it will be horvible to Lose them!

Leo
You have found time for yourself. Change everything on you and wmake a big surprise.

Virgo
Bvery morning give everyone a big smile. That will make their day better. Trust mellll with this

2 m

Libra )Z'

aggitarius

w Cancer
‘apricorn

o

e o

Aq

you help them tn the best way possible!

Help the environment. if you help it, something good will
happen to Youl!!

Scorplo : : ‘I’ 8
unfortunately, you will have a bad week. Be careful and
study hard because You might have a test at sehool.

Sagittarius
You are an incredible person and You make everyone happy. You must Rnow that a big surprise is
on its way.

capricorn
At Christmas You ate a Little bit more so You must exercise. Why don't you take your friends

with you for more fun?

Aguarius
You have fantastic clothes but You must go shopping because something will happen and you

must shine! !l

Pisces
You are good at school projects but You must not stop trying.

XA NI P SCOHAS
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Our 4th graders this term were invited by their
course book to compare customs between different
countries. Vasso and Zoe decided to present
Christmas!

CHRISTMAS IN GREECE, BRITAIN AND RUSSIA
by Zoe Gerogiakomou & Vasso Boukorou (4t grade)

Christmas in Greece is great! We decorate our
houses and tree with balls and lights. The children
sing carols. We always open our presents on New
Year’s Day. At Christmas we have lunch. In the
evening we have dinner with all the members of
our family.

In Britain, Christmas is a very popular holiday.
People there decorate their tree and houses, too.
They send cards to their friends and family and
children there sing carols, too. At home, children
have a stocking and Santa Claus puts presents in it.
They always open their presents on Christmas day.
They eat roast turkey or beef with fried potatoes and
Brussels sprouts. For dessert they usually have
Christmas pudding.

Julie Alamanioti, a Russian 6t grade student in our
school, says that people in Russia celebrate
Christmas every year. They decorate their houses,
too. They go to the church and then the whole
family comes home to eat homemade food. On New
Year’s Eve in the afternoon people there ecat
homemade salads and other food and they drink
wine. Some people go to the church and spend the
night there. They put the presents under the
Christmas tree and, on New Year’s Day, the
children wake up and open their presents.
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. CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to our friend Tsetsi
Logofetov from the Primary School of |
" Amaliapolis, Greece, for sending his
coupon and winning a present! Don’t
forget your coupon this time everyone!
" You may be our next winner!

. / \ L 2
i/ MYFAVOURITE N
ACTRESS
by Helen Kaltsouni
(5th grade)
\ . /
t s -

My favourite actress is Laura Natalia
Esquivel. She is from Argentina. She plays
on the TV series “Patty, the most beautiful
story”. We see her every afternoon at 6
o’clock here in Greece.

This series was a big success in many
other countries like Argentina and
Greece. That’s why she visited Greece just
before Christmas and we saw her on TV
live. She wanted to thank all her fans for
their love. She was very kind.

She is only a girl and she is a good actress,
a very good singer and she dances well,
too! That’s why I admire her, because she
does all these things very well although
she has her college and a lot of studying
too. She’ll be here, in Greece soon, again
for a concert. I would like to go to see
her! N
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CITIES AROUND THE WORLD
by our 5th graders

As part of a course book project, 5th grade learners present different cities in the world!

London
by Helen Kaltsouni

London is the capital of England and the United
Kingdom, the largest metropolitan area in the United
Kingdom and the largest urban zone in the European
Union. London has been a major settlement for fwo
millennia, its history going back to its founding by

the Romans who called it Londinium. In London you
can find people with different cultures and religions,
and more than 300 languages are spoken there. The
Greater London Urban Area is the second largest in
the E.U. with a population of 8.278.251, while
London's metropolitan area is the largest in the E.U., with total population of between 12 million

and 14 million.

In London you can visit the 'Big Ben”, the Bukckingham Palace, St Paul's Cathedral, Tower
Bridge, St Margaret's Church, the Tower of London, the Palace of Westminster, Madame
Tussaud's Museum, e.t.c. Also, London is home to numerous museums, galleries, libraries,
sporting events and 40 theaters. London's Chinatown is the largest in Europe. The London
Underground network is the oldest underground railway network in the world and the most
extensive affer the Shanghai Metro. For more information, you can visit:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London

Larissa
by George Papargiris

Larissa is a big Greek city. Today 124.367 people live
there. Larissa is next to a big river. Its name is Pinios.
The river is 185 kilometers long. Larissa has got a big
plain. People can grow a lot of things. Larissa has got a
lot of beautiful things. You must visit it!

18


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London

Istanbul (Turkey)
by Danae Xiromeriti

Istanbul is the largest city and port of Turkey. It is
the cultural, economic and industrial centre of the
country. The population of Istanbul is about 13 million
people and it was the capital of Turkey until 1923.
Istanbul is named after its founder Constantine, the
Great. This city is a historical freasure that will
impress and charm you.

Everywhere around Istanbul there are a lot of monuments indicating its history. The most
famous is the church of St Sofia, the archaeological museum located in the region Eminonu,
between the park Gulhave and the palace of Topkapi. Other famous attractions are the museum
of carpets and rugs and the art museum. For more information, you can visit:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istanbul

ROUSSE, MY HOMETOWN
by Valentina Velikova

I come from Rousse, in Bulgaria. It is a city which has a population of 165.285 people. It is in
the northeastern part of the country.

Many tourists visit Rousse and it is called "little Vienna".
Tourists usually visit the Monument of Liberty , which was
made by an Italian sculptor, Aleksandrovska street, which
is the main streets of the city and it is full of shops and
Rousse Historical museum which was built in 1904 and
people can see 140.000 items in it (clothes, china, glass and
silver items).

Now, I live in a Greek village, so I miss my hometown very very much it is a beautiful city with
wonderful places to visit.
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Los Angeles
by John Kalantzis

Los Angeles is the biggest city in California State in the USA (United States of America). It
has a population of about 3.000.000 people, but with the suburbs the population is 6.000.000
people. It is the biggest city of the USA with the biggest extension.

Los Angeles was made by the Spanish Phillip de Neve in
1781. It was a Mexican city, but in 1835 it was added in
the USA.

Los Angeles has got lots of sights, like its city hall with
the 32 floors, the temple of 'Romaeocatholics’, the
temple of '‘Mormonon’, Griffith's park, Disneyland, the
state of Hollywood, the state of Beverly Hills where the

stars of the cinema live.

Los Angeles is a very big and a great city toolll

A THANK YOU NOTE

The Head Teacher, the teachers and mainly the learners of the Primary School of
Pteleos would like to thank Mr. Anastasios Goudis for the donation of an English
encyclopedia, two dictionaries and a book to our school. We would like him to know
that we are really grateful for this unexpected and so valuable present! The learners
of our school already use the encyclopedias in order to find information for their
newspaper articles! These are some of the ‘Thank You' cards we sent to Mr. Goudis:

08/02/2011
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Scylla and Charybdis
by Bill Tsouvalias (6" grade)

They are two mythical Sea creatures who live in two opposite cages in the Sicily straits
of Gibraltar. Scylla is a monster with six heads. She eats big fish and people who travel
with their boats near her cage. So, she managed to eat Odysseus' companions.
Charybdis looks like a mermaid, meaning that she is half a woman and half a fish. She

lives opposite Scylla and she sips water of the sea with everything in it.

Jokes
by Chryssa Papalexopoulou (6" grade)

When one of your shoes has a hole and the other one has two, what time is it?
It’ time to buy new shoes!

One woman was coking eggs when her husband came home. When he went to the
kitchen he started to speak:

- Watch out! Put some oil! Oh my God, turn the frying pan, the eggs will burn!
No, not like this, honey! You shake it very fast. Oooh, you will destroy it! Now
you must put salt. Don't forget it! No, it's too much! Are you crazy? Oooh, can
you tell me where your mind is?

Then she looked at him and told him:
- Do you think that I can’t even cook two eggs?
He smiled at her and he told her:

- No, honey, but I wanted to give you an idea about how I feel when I drive and

you are by my side!

Totos asked his dad:

- Dad, do you know where is Spain?
- No. Ask your mum, she cleaned up the house this morning!

)
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OUR SCHOOL BLOG

If you want to see the electronic version of our school newspaper, please visit our
school blog at http://blogs.sch.gr/dimptemag/. You can also find there our first issue!

Hope you enjoy it and ... feel free to leave a comment that will help us become better!
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THE FORTUNE-TELLER!

Directions: Fortune Teller Game

1. Print page and cut out large square.

2. Decorate the pictures.

3. Flip the paper upside down and fold the
four corners along the solid line.

4. Flip the square over again so the side with
the messages is up. Fold the four corners
in on the dotted lines.

5. Now fold the entire square in half so that
the crayons are on the outside. Unfold, and
then fold it in half the opposite way.

6. Using two hands, slip thumbs and forefingers
under crayons. Pinch and push sections apart.

How to Play:

1. Ask a partner to pick a color, Spell
out the answer, while pinching and
pulling sections apart,

2. Ask partrer to choose a number,
Count the answer aloud while
pinching and pulling sections.
Repeat.

3. Ask partner to choose one more
number, Lift the flap and read the
message under that number.

(http://www.crayola.com/free-coloring-pages/print/fortune-teller-game-coloring-page/)
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