Lionfish In the
Mediterranean Sea
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We are the students Bfafoniso$’rimary School
Our island i1s In southern Greece.

It attracts tourists from all over the world

and Is famous for itdear bluegreen waters

These waters are so beautiful,

even theionfishc oul dnot resil S
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Welcome to our iIknd




13 venemous dorsal spines

10 dorsal-fin rays
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So, we decided to become yorgsgarchers
We searchgckadlearned

and tried totrackthe invader in outocal waters

We asked friends, locals, scientists, sailors, professior
and amateur fishermen...

The lionfishisher@and 1 to0os a danger



| am a lionfish !

Who are you
stranger?




The timeline of lionfish invasion in the Mediterranean Sea

1991 2012 2016
1stlionfish detection 2 specimens detected
(Israel) (Lebanon)

Large groups and numbers
were reported in Cyprus

onnvasi ve specieso




The ongoing invasion of lionfish in the Mediterranean Sea

Contact with dive centers on the Mediterranean coast
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The Mediterraneano
A isestablishe@nd
A keepsexpandinonorthwest
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t he presence

The survey was conducted by our group uging
guestionnaires directed to local fisherme

_ March - April 2025
[Part 1] 55 amateur fishermen:

Questionnaire

(a) How often do you catch lionfisl”

(b) When did you catch a lionfish
for the first time (year)?

(c) How do you manage them?

No onehas caught a lionfish.

_ May 2025- ongoing

\ [Part 2] 6 professional fishermen:
All of them have caught lionfish in

their nets.
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| am native to
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Where are
you from?

Indlan p - j

the Indo - Pacific

Ocean and
the Red Sea.




Through the
Suez Canal
of course!

And how did you end up
In the Mediterranean?

tac ! oL ASIA
Mediterrancan Sea !
SQQ:)‘ {
Canal .
EGYPT & W J..\.,

AFRICA Y



ASIA

The SueLanal
openedn 1869/ length £ 192 km

Ais one of the worl dés mo:
A directly connects thdediterraneanand theRed Sea

A allows migration of marine species fromRled Sea to
the MediterranearilLessepsiamigration|

*fFerdinand de Lessepsr ench engili neer 1 nvol vec



The Mediterranean is getting
Wow!!! warmer because of climate change e

| snét the i t e r sQltiesly lke home!

colder than home?




The |1onfi shodo circl e of

A start feeding on small zooplankton
A high mortality
A the stage with thieighest dispersal

A feed on small fish
and crustaceans

juvenile

fish

potential SR
Iarva /)

A generapredator

‘O . .
A highly siteattached
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eggs

As theyreproducerapidly and haveno natural enemiegs
it is difficult to control their population.




And what about the
local fish communities?

WedOve got a s bagispkyfinswetlagiidienpoison
Most big fish steer clear of us, while little fish are for breakfast!




Impacts of Lionfish invasion
-competdor resources with local species
-may transmiparasites
-disruptnative ecosystems

-t hreatens Mediterraneanos

-feed on native specigeiodiversity loss

-effects oreconomic valuable species



Lionfish in the
Mediterranean Sea



















You are dangerous!
We o0 | | keep

The Mediterranean Sea belongs to all of us!




Mind the
poisonous spines!t

What can we do?

-Targeted fishing ~_©
-Culinary exploitation
-Monitoring and research

= -|nformation and awareness



We decided to become the voice of the Mediterranean

How?

By launching aawareness campagoout the lionfish



Why?
Becauselte Mediterranean Sea hosts a unigue ecosyste

- Offers avariety of habitats
e.g. coral reefs, rocky reefs, seagrass meadows, sandy syster

- Possessutrientrich waterscapable of supporting complex food webs
-Migration pathwayfor marine and migratory species (e.d. sea turtles

-High biodiversity It is home to > 17,000 marine species

-Endemisni(globally highestrat®03 0 % of MEDOS sp



We decided to become the voice of the Mediterranean

How?
As part of our project, we desigrs#dkerdo place

In key locationaround the island and amoatsandships

With the help of a QR code and technology, locals and tourists will be able
to access the results of our research.



Protect the Mediterranean,
keep the blue heart of Europe beati®

Let the Mediterranean remain a living symbol of connection, history, a



Protect the Mediterranean,
keep the blue heart of Europe beating @
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Let the Mediterranean vemain a living symbol of connection, history, and hope
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