1 SPEAKING Work with a partner. Read the title of the article
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The beSthb in the werld

In May 2009 a 34-year-old British man called Ben Southafl was
offered the best job inthe world. The job was as caretaker of 2
tropical island in Queensland, Australia. The job was ful time
but only lasted six months. It involved looking affer the iland
5 but also doing every activity that tourism offers in Oueensiand
-surfing, sailing, flyving and diving, Lo name just a fess Then Sen
had to write ahmrr itinablog. Tho main idea of the job was<to

the hest |uh in llrw world’ suggests, the job came with a grean
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around and explore the island where you lived”
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It's probably no surprise that more than 34 000 peopie Srom
all over the world applied for the job. To apply people made
60 second videos Lo show why they were the ideal persom for
the job, Tourism Queensland, the organization of ferime the
joh. chose their favourite 50, and then just 16. These 6 people
included students, Journalists, TV presenters photograpiers

¢ areceptionist, radio DJs, teachers and actors. They trawelied
to Queensland to take part in different aclivities such as
swimming and blogging. On the basis of these tasks and tesis.
lourism Queensland decided Lo give Lhe job to Ben.
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for charity. For 12 months, he had been organizing and taking
partin sports events such as climbing mountains and rumming
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0 Read the article again. Are these statements true (T),

~ false (F) or is the information not given (NG)? When the
answer is true or false, write the number of the linels)
where you found the answer.

1 The 'best job in the world' involved simply

doing what a normal tourist does all day long NG
2 The job came with accommaodation ENG
3 Tourism Queensland knew that the job

would attract all sorts of people from lots

of different countries. TEANG
4 Tourism Queensland only met sixteen

candidates in person,

5 Ben's main reasons for going to Africa were
all sports-based,

6 Ben's previous experience was nolL very

relevant to the job in Australia. [ENG
7 Ben got very tired of communicating with

the media every day. ENG
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e daw e wsed Lo have Lo sil up late blogging and uploading
rwctures And alt hough the conditions were great. there was
cme damgerous inadent. In the last week of the job, Ben jumped
wit of 2 boat into the sea and an Irukandji jellyfish stung him.
People have died from these stings, but luckily a local doctor
smediateh knew what to do and after six uncomfortable
mowsrs Ben wias fine again.
E
% modded exnpioves when Ben's job on Hamilton Island finished,
Towsrssem Oueensland immediately of fered him a new job. They
Eawe himn an 18 month contract, Lhis time to travel all around the

wowid proenoting Oueensland as a tourist location. Could that be
e sevomd best job in the world?
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1 amra DDIE S 3ttention to something

2 colec

3 oneore

4 abig Afnican bird with a long neck that can run but cannot fly
S agood example

6 =2scfi round, transparent sea animal
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5a Work with a partner. Imagine that you are going to meet
Ben Southall. Write five questions to ask him.

5b SPEAKINE Change partners. Take it in turns to ask and
answer the questions.

6 What about you?
1 Do

Do you think this really is the best job in the world? Why?/
Vhy not?

2 What is more important to you in a job — the salary or the




