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PREFACE 

We come from different countries and speak different languages, but 

Europe is the ‘home’ we share on planet Earth. Greece belongs to Europe 

both geographically and culturally. Greek people are Europeans and need 

to learn about their ‘home’. Especially, Greek young learners need to 

familiarize themselves with the European continent, the European Union, 

European countries and capitals, the European languages as well as with 

the European cultural and historical background. Greek citizens are 

European citizens and should gain European awareness as well as 

multicultural and multilingual awareness to live in harmony and peace with 

the other members of the big European family. 

 

In light of the above, we invite you to come with us and experience a 

virtual tour of Europe. Let’s explore Europe together! It will be an 

adventurous journey through time and space to discover loads of 

interesting things about our ‘home’ exploiting web 2.0 technology.  
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1. Introduction 

Europe is one of the world’s seven continents. The others are Africa, 

North and South America, Antarctica, Asia and Australia/Oceania. Europe 

is bordered by the Arctic Ocean to the north, the Atlantic Ocean to the 

west, and the Mediterranean Sea to the south. To the east and southeast, 

Europe is generally considered as separated from Asia by the Ural and 

Caucasus Mountains, the Ural River, the Caspian and Black Seas, and the 

waterways of the Turkish Straits.  

 
 

Europe is the world’s second-smallest continent by surface area, 

covering about 2% of the Earth’s surface and about 6.8% of its land area. 

Of Europe’s approximately 50 countries, Russia is the largest and most 

populous comprising 15% of its population, while Vatican City is the 

smallest both in terms area and population. Europe is the third-most 

populous continent after Asia and Africa, with a population of 739-

743 million or about 11% of the world's population.  

‘Europe’ is a concept dating back to classical antiquity and 

incorporates cultural and political elements whose discontinuities are not 

always reflected by the continent’s current boundaries. Europe, and in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arctic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borders_of_the_continents#Europe_and_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ural_Mountains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caucasus_Mountains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ural_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caspian_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Straits
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_continents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_population
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_geography
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particular ancient Greece, is the birthplace of Western civilization. The fall 

of the Western Roman Empire, during the migration period, marked the 

end of ancient history and the beginning of an era known as the ‘Middle 

Ages’. The Renaissance humanism, exploration, art, and science led the 

‘old continent’, and eventually the rest of the world, to the modern era. 

From this period onwards, Europe played a predominant role in global 

affairs. Between the 16th and 20th centuries, European nations controlled 

at various times the Americas, most of Africa, Oceania, and the majority of 

Asia. 

Then European integration followed which led to the formation of 

the European Union (EU), a political entity that lies between a 

confederation and a federation. The EU originated in Western Europe but 

has been expanding eastward since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

The currency of most countries of the European Union, the Euro, is the 

most commonly used among Europeans and the EU’s Schengen Area 

abolishes border and immigration controls among most of its member 

states. 

 

2. Selecting Criteria 

This project is consistent with the school curriculum since it 

enhances a European and cross-cultural perspective to foreign language 

learning through learners’ familiarization with the European continent and 

the European Union as well (cross-curricular links: geography, history, 

foreign languages). In particular, the 6th grade school textbook makes 

specific reference to European countries and capitals through reading, 

writing and other tasks included both in the main coursebook and the 

activity book (Unit 1, Lesson 1). Viewing activities, reading 

comprehension, matching, coloring and drawing tasks as well as quizzes, 

puzzles, crosswords, etc are the main tasks of the present program aiming 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_civilization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Migration_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_Humanism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_exploration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_integration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enlargement_of_the_European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schengen_Area
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to help learners develop their collaborative, reading, listening and writing 

skills after taking into consideration 6th grade learners’ actual linguistic 

and cognitive needs, different learning styles, their overall competence and 

age (see Appendices I-XI).  

Throughout this project, 6th grade learners had the opportunity to 

learn about European nationalities, countries and capitals as well as about 

the European history, geography and languages. They also became aware 

of the strong relationship between Greece and Europe. Through 

intercultural or cross-cultural awareness learners, therefore, could realize 

similarities and differences in order to develop respect and tolerance 

towards other European countries and people.     

 

3. Educational Objectives 

- Cognitive 

- To enrich learners’ vocabulary in the foreign language (vocabulary 

development). 

- To enrich learners’ grammatical knowledge in the foreign language 

(places, descriptions, adjectives, present simple, etc) 

- To improve learners’ English language pronunciation (pronunciation 

development). 

- To familiarize learners with the European continent. 

- To familiarize learners with European countries and their capitals. 

- To familiarize learners with European nationalities. 

- To familiarize learners with the European Union concept. 

 

- Pedagogical 

 To develop learners’ collaboration towards achieving a common 

goal.  
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 To develop learners’ personal and collective responsibility as 

members of a team/group.  

 To develop learners’ communicative skills.  

 To make them act/behave as researchers.  

 To make them become active learners. 

 To make learners form attitudes and behaviours.  

 To make learners achieve their own autonomy and control.  

 To motivate learners’ active participation in the educational process. 

 

- Skills 

 To practice learners’ speaking skills in the foreign language. 

 To practice learners’ listening skills in the foreign language. 

 To develop learners’ collaborative skills. 

 To develop learners’ communicative skills in the foreign language. 

 To develop learners’ critical thinking. 

 To develop their metacognitive skills by ‘learning how to learn’. 

 To develop their reading skills and strategies.  

 To familiarize them with the use of new technologies. 

 

- Attitudes/Behaviours  

 To make learners acquire European awareness. 

 To make learners develop a positive attitude towards other European 

countries. 

 To sensitize learners in European issues. 

 To make them realize that Europe is our home. 

 To help them acquire cross-cultural and multicultural awareness by 

placing emphasis on respecting foreign cultures. 
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4. Methods – Means and Tools of Program Implementation 

 

 Discovery method, project method, learner-centered and 

collaborative method. 

 Worksheets (quizzes, reading comprehension, maps, puzzles, 

viewing tasks, gap filling, matching, crosswords, games, etc). 

 Use of audiovisual material through you-tube videos. 

 Search through the internet, books, electronic and printed material. 

 Use of new technologies (webquest, wordles, blogging, etc). 

 

5. Domains of Interface with the Curricula of other School 

Subjects (APS-DEPPS) 

 

- English Language: to practice the foreign language by studying material, 

watching videos, carrying out tasks and activities in English. 

-  Language: study of relevant printed and electronic material. 

-  Art: drawing, collecting pictures, coloring sheets and maps. 

- Information Technology: collecting information through internet 

(webquest), use of new technologies (wordles, blog, you-tube, etc). 

-  History: historical information about the European Union, travelling into 

the past, important events/dates. 

-  Geography: countries and capitals on the map, geographical position, etc. 

- Mathematics: population, currency, etc. 

- Foreign Languages: familiarization with greetings of other European 

countries. 

 

6. Program Timeline 

The program started in March 2016 and lasted up to June 2016. (~ 3 

months). Initially, there was an introduction to the history and geography 
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of Europe and the European Union through multimodal texts and 

audiovisual material. Learners had the opportunity to learn about European 

countries and capitals dividing them into thematic groups according to 

their geographical position. To this end, learners used webquest, drew 

information from internet and carried out a variety of tasks in English 

(May-June 2016). 

 

 

7. Our Team  

Our team consisted of learners attending the 6th grade class at 5th Primary 

School of Messolonghi in the school year 2015-16.  

1. Achtipis Gerasimos 

2. Theodoropoulos Christos-Theofilos 

3. Kagianni Eirini 

4. Kantouris Dimitrios-Stefanos 

5. Katsinas Vassilios 

6. Kotofoli Stefania 

7. Louzi Sophia 

8. Panagiotopoulou Chryssoula 

9. Staikos Georgios 

10. Staikou Zoi 

11. Chra Eleni 

12. Chtena Aikaterini-Maria 

 

Responsible Teacher: Maria Tzotzou-State EFL Teacher (PE06) 
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8. Europe: Setting the Context  
 

8.1 Geography 
 

Europe stretches all the way from the Arctic in the north to the 

Mediterranean Sea in the south, and from the Atlantic Ocean in the west to 

the Ural mountains (in Russia) in the east. It has many rivers, lakes and 

mountain ranges. The map on page 4 tells you the names of some of the 

biggest ones. The highest mountain in Europe is Mount Elbrus, in the 

Caucasus mountains, on the border between Russia and Georgia. Its 

highest peak is 5 642 metres above sea level. The highest mountain in 

western Europe is Mont Blanc, in the Alps, on the border between France 

and Italy. Its summit is over 4,800 metres above sea level. Also in the Alps 

is Lake Geneva – the largest freshwater lake in western Europe. It lies 

between France and Switzerland, goes as deep as 310 metres and holds 

about 89 trillion litres of water.  

 
 

The largest lake in central Europe is Balaton, in Hungary. It is 77 

kilometres (km) long and covers an area of about 600 square kilometres 

(km
2
). Northern Europe has even bigger lakes, including Saimaa in Finland 

(1 147 km²) and Vänern in Sweden (more than 5 500 km²). The largest 

lake in Europe as a whole is Lake Ladoga. It is located in north-western 
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Russia and it is the 14th largest lake in the world. Its surface covers an area 

of 17 700 km². 

 

One of Europe’s longest rivers is the Danube. It rises in the Black 

Forest region of Germany and flows eastwards through Austria, Slovakia, 

Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria, Moldova and Ukraine to Romania, 

where it forms a delta on the Black Sea coast. In all, it covers a distance of 

about 2 850 km. Other big rivers include the Rhine (about 1 320 km long) 

and the Elbe (about 1 170 km), as well as the Loire and the Vistula (both 

more than 1 000 km). Big rivers are very useful for transporting things. All 

kinds of goods are loaded onto barges that carry them up and down the 

rivers, between Europe’s sea ports and cities far inland. 
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8.2 Climate and Nature 

Europe has a climate heavily affected by warm Atlantic currents that 

temper winters and summers on much of the continent, even at latitudes 

along which the climate in Asia and North America is severe. Further from 

the Atlantic, seasonal differences are mildly greater than close to the coast. 

Most of Europe has a ‘temperate’ climate – neither too hot nor too 

cold. The coldest places are in the far north and in the high mountains. The 

warmest places are in the far south and south-east. The weather is warmest 

and driest in summer (roughly June to September) and coldest in winter 

(roughly December to March). Europe had record-breaking hot summers in 

2006 and 2010. Is this a sign that the climate is changing? Climate change 

is a worldwide problem that can only be solved if all countries work 

together.  

 
 

Wild animals in cold regions usually have thick fur or feathers to 

keep them warm, and their coats may be white to camouflage them in the 

snow. Some spend the winter sleeping to save energy. This is called 

hibernating. Many species of birds live on insects, small water creatures or 
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other food that cannot easily be found during cold winter months. So they 

fly south in the autumn and don’t return until spring. Some travel 

thousands of kilometres, across the Mediterranean Sea and the Sahara 

Desert, to spend the winter in Africa. This seasonal travelling is called 

migrating.  

When spring comes to Europe (March to May), the weather gets 

warmer. Snow and ice melt. Baby fish and insect larvae swarm in the 

streams and ponds. Migrating birds return to make their nests and raise 

their families. Flowers open, and bees carry pollen from one plant to 

another. Trees put out new leaves which catch the sunlight and use its 

energy to make the tree grow. In mountain regions, farmers move their 

cows up into the high meadows, where there is now plenty of fresh grass.  

In late summer and autumn, the days grow shorter and the nights 

cooler. Many delicious fruits ripen at this time of year, and farmers are 

kept busy harvesting them. Many trees shed their leaves in autumn because 

there is no longer enough sunshine for the leaves to be useful. They 

gradually change from green to shades of yellow, red, gold and brown. 

Then they fall, carpeting the ground with colour.  
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The fallen leaves decay, enriching the soil and providing food for 

future generations of plant life. This yearly cycle of the seasons, and the 

changes it brings, make the European countryside what it is – beautiful, 

and very varied. 

 

8.3 Farming 

On high mountains and in the far north of Europe, farming is 

impossible because it is too cold for crops to grow. But evergreen trees 

such as pines and firs can survive cold winters. That is why Europe’s 

coldest places are covered with evergreen forests. People use the wood 

from these forests to make many things – from houses and furniture to 

paper and cardboard packaging. Further south, most of the land is suitable 

for farming. It produces a wide variety of crops including wheat, maize, 

sugar beet, potatoes and all sorts of fruit and vegetables.  

 

 
 

Where there is plenty of sunshine and hardly any frost (near the 

Mediterranean, for example), farmers can grow fruit such as oranges and 

lemons, grapes and olives. Olives contain oil which can be squeezed out of 

the fruit and used in preparing food.  
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Grapes are squeezed to get the juice, which can be turned into wine. 

Europe is famous for its very good wines, which are sold all over the 

world. Mediterranean farmers also grow lots of other fruit and vegetables. 

But vegetables need plenty of water, so farmers in hot, dry regions will 

often have to irrigate their crops. That means giving them water from 

rivers or from under the ground. 

 
 

Grass grows easily where there is enough rain, even if the soil is 

shallow or not very fertile. Many European farmers keep animals that eat 

grass – such as cows, sheep or goats. They provide milk, meat and other 

useful products like wool and leather. Many farmers also keep pigs or 

chickens. These animals can be raised almost anywhere because they can 

be kept indoors and given specially prepared feed.  
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Farms in Europe range from very big to very small. Some have large 

fields – which makes it easy to harvest crops using big machines. Others, 

for example in hilly areas, may have small fields. Walls or hedgerows 

between fields help stop the wind and rain from carrying away soil, and 

they can be good for wildlife too. Many city people like to spend weekends 

and holidays in the European countryside, enjoying the scenery, the peace 

and quiet and the fresh air. We all need to do what we can to look after the 

countryside and keep it beautiful. 

 

8.4 The Sea 

Europe has thousands and thousands of kilometres of coastline, 

which nature has shaped in various ways. There are tall rocky cliffs and 

beaches of sand or colourful pebbles formed by the sea as it pounds away 

at the rocks, century after century. In Norway, glaciers have carved the 

coast into steep-sided valleys called fjords.  

Many kinds of fish and other animals live in the sea around Europe’s 

coasts. They provide food for sea birds, and for marine mammals such as 

seals. Where rivers flow into the sea, flocks of waders come to feed, at low 

tide, on creatures that live in the mud. The sea is important for people too. 

The Mediterranean was so important to the Romans that they called it 

Mare nostrum: ‘our sea’.  
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Down through the centuries, Europeans have sailed the world’s 

oceans, discovered the other continents, explored them, traded with them 

and made their homes there. Cargo boats from around the world bring all 

kinds of goods (often packed in containers) to Europe’s busy ports. Here 

they are unloaded on to trains, lorries and barges. Then the ships load up 

with goods that have been produced here and which are going to be sold on 

other continents. 

 

Europe’s seaside resorts are great places for a holiday. You can 

enjoy all kinds of water sports, from surfing and boating to waterskiing and 

scuba diving. Or you can just relax – sunbathing on the beach and cooling 

off in the sea.  
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Navagio Beach, or Shipwreck Beach, Zakynthos, Greece. 

 

Europe’s coasts and the sea are important to wildlife and to people. 

So we need to look after them. We have to prevent them from becoming 

polluted by waste from factories and towns. European countries are 

working together to try to prevent these things from happening again and 

to make sure that our coastline will remain beautiful for future generations 

to enjoy. 

 
Pomeranian Bay, Baltic Sea, Poland 

 

 

8.5 Languages in Europe 

People in Europe speak many different languages. Most of these 

languages belong to three large groups or ‘families’: Germanic, Slavic and 

Romance. The languages in each group share a family likeness because 

they are descended from the same ancestors. For example, Romance 
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languages are descended from Latin – the language spoken by the Romans. 

Here’s how to say ‘Yes’ in just a few of these languages: 

 

Here’s how to say ‘Hello’ in just a few of these languages. 

 
 

The ‘European Day of Languages1’ was declared by the Council of 

Europe which represents 800 million Europeans from 47 countries. Many 

language and cultural institutes, associations, universities and, in particular, 

schools take part. Held for the first time in 2001 – ‘European Year of 

                                                 
1 http://ec.europa.eu/languages/information/languages-day_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/languages/information/languages-day_en.htm
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Languages’ - the Day of Languages has been celebrated every year since 

then.  

 

The European Day of Languages is a yearly event held on 26 September. It 

celebrates the linguistic diversity of a continent with 

 over 200 European languages, 

 24 official EU languages, 

 about 60 regional/minority languages, 

 and many more spoken by people from other parts of the world. 

It offers the chance to: 

 raise awareness of the wide variety of languages in Europe, 

 promote cultural and linguistic diversity,  

 encourage people of all ages to learn languages - knowing more than 

one makes it easier to find a job and helps businesses grow. 

 

 

8.6 History and Culture 
 

European people do not only share a continent, we share a common 

history and culture. Greek philosophy, the Roman Empire, Christianity, 

Reformation and Enlightenment have shaped the way we think, feel and 

behave to this day. Many words in European languages have common 

roots in ancient Greek and Latin, words such as ‘Europe’ and ‘democracy’ 

(Greek) or ‘union’ (Latin).  



 22 

 

Timeline-Events in Europe’s History2 

Over the centuries, new styles of music, architecture and literature 

inspired artists all over Europe. Gothic churches in Spain and Poland or 

classical music written by Italian and Austrian composers are just a few 

examples.  

 

Duomo di Milano, Italy 

                                                 
2 http://whenintime.com/tl/taylordrumm/events_in_europe_27s_history/  

http://whenintime.com/tl/taylordrumm/events_in_europe_27s_history/
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Unfortunately, the history of Europe is not all about great 

achievements that we can be proud of. Throughout history, European 

nations have fought terrible wars against each other. In the 20th century, 

two wars that started on this continent spread and involved countries all 

around the world. The two so-called ‘world wars killed millions of people 

and left Europe poor and in ruins.  

 
 

At the end of the Second World War, people in Europe asked 

themselves: “Can anything be done to stop these terrible things from 

happening again?” “Will Europeans ever learn to work together instead of 

fighting each other?” Let’s see what happened next. 

 

 

9. The European Union 

9.1 Founding of the EU 

The Second World War ended in 1945. It had been a time of terrible 

destruction and killing, and it had started in Europe. How could the leaders 

of European countries stop such dreadful things from ever happening 

again? They needed a really good plan that had never been tried before. 
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A Frenchman called Jean Monnet3 thought hard about this. He 

realised that there were two things a country needed before it could make 

war: iron for producing steel (to make tanks, guns, bombs and so on) and 

coal to provide the energy for factories and railways. Europe had plenty of 

coal and steel: that’s why European countries had easily been able to make 

weapons and go to war.  

 
 

So Jean Monnet came up with a very daring new idea. His idea was 

that the governments of France and Germany – and perhaps of other 

European countries too – should no longer run their own coal and steel 

industries. Instead, these industries should be organised by people from all 

the countries involved, and they would sit around a table and discuss and 

decide things together. That way, war between them would be impossible!  

Jean Monnet felt that his plan really would work if only European 

leaders were willing to try it. He spoke about it to his friend Robert 

Schuman, who was a minister in the French government. Robert Schuman 

thought it was a brilliant idea and he announced it in an important speech 

on 9 May 1950. The speech convinced not only the French and German 

leaders but also the leaders of Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg and the 

Netherlands. They all decided to put their coal and steel industries together 

                                                 
3 http://host.uniroma3.it/centri/jeanmonnet/jean_monnet.html  

http://host.uniroma3.it/centri/jeanmonnet/jean_monnet.html
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and to form a club they called the European Coal and Steel Community 

(ECSC). It would work for peaceful purposes and help rebuild Europe 

from the ruins of war. The ECSC was set up in 1951. 

 

 European Coal and Steel Community  

If you want to prevent war, you have to work together. You have to make 

sure that things needed to prepare for war are jointly controlled: steel for 

weapons and energy for factories and transport. That’s why six European 

countries (Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the 

Netherlands) agreed to unite their coal and steel industries. They set up the 

‘European Coal and Steel Community’.  

 

 

 European Economic Community (EEC)  

The six countries got on so well that they decided to go a step further and 

to set up the European Economic Community (EEC). 'Economic' means to 

do with money, business, jobs and trade. The main idea was to create a 

'common market'. That means getting rid of all national obstacles to free 

trade, such as border checks, delays and customs duties, as if Europe were 

one country.  
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 European Union (EU)  

Over the years, more and more countries joined the EEC. They started 

working together in many more areas, for example to protect the 

environment and to build better roads and railways across Europe. That’s 

why the EEC decided to change its name to the ‘European Union’. 

Meanwhile, exciting things had happened beyond the EU’s borders.  

 
 

In 1989, countries from central and Eastern Europe broke free from 

Communist rule. The terrible separation between the eastern and western 

parts of Europe, the ‘Iron Curtain’, ceased to exist. The countries that had 
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gained freedom reformed their laws and economies and joined the EU. The 

EU now has 28 member countries. 

 

 

9.2 Member States of the European Union 

 

1951  Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands  

1973  Denmark, Ireland, United Kingdom  

1981  Greece  

1986  Portugal, Spain  

1995  Austria, Finland, Sweden  
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2004  Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia  

2007  Bulgaria, Romania  

2013  Croatia  

 

 

 

 

9.3 How the European Union makes decisions 

 The European Commission is made up of 28 politicians 

(‘Commissioners’), one from each EU country. They are helped by 

experts, lawyers, secretaries and translators. Their job is to think 

about what would be best for the EU as a whole and to propose new 

EU laws.  
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 The European Parliament represents all people in the EU. Its 

members are chosen in an election every five years where all adult 

citizens in the EU have the right to vote. The Parliament discusses 

and decides on new EU laws together with the Council.  

 

 

 The Council is the voice of the EU countries. Government ministers 

from every EU country meet regularly to pass new EU laws. In the 

European Council all the leaders of the EU countries (Presidents, 
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Prime Ministers or Chancellors) get together to set Europe's general 

strategy.  

 

 

 The Court of Justice makes sure that all EU countries stick to the 

laws that they have agreed on. The Court also checks that these laws 

respect "fundamental rights", such as the freedom of speech and the 

freedom of the press.  
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9.4 Currency 

In the past, each country in Europe had its own kind of money, or 

‘currency’. Now, many EU countries use one single currency, the euro.  

 
 

The different €uro coins have a common design on one side of the 

coin — a map of Europe — but every country in which €uros are officially 

used has a national image on the other side. No matter which €uro coins 

you have in your wallet you can spend them in any of the 18 countries 

where people now pay with the same currency, making the €uro area a club 

within the club. Ten Member States in the European Union still have their 

national currencies.  
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9.5 What the European Union does today 

The EU tries to make life better for all of us. Let’s have a look at some 

examples. 

 Freedom for everybody- People in the EU are free to live, work or 

study in whichever EU country they choose. You no longer need a 

passport when crossing borders between most EU countries.  

 Freedom for young people- The EU supports students and young 

people who want to spend some time studying or training in another 

European country.  

 Helping poorer regions- Some areas in Europe need money to build 

new roads and railways; in other places many people are looking for 

a job. The EU tackles these problems. It provides money for new 

roads and rail links, and it helps businesses to create new jobs.  

 Helping neighbouring countries- The EU helps other countries 

improve schools, hospitals and social protection. 

 There are many more things the EU is doing today:  

 making the air cleaner and fighting climate change  

 making phone calls and texts cheaper  

 making sure the food we eat is safe  

 helping to save energy  

 and lots, lots more …  

 The EU is even working in space, with satellites that help cars 

navigate more intelligently and that make air travel safer. 
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10. Teaching Procedure 

10.1  Rationale 

The present project is based on a WebQuest activity by exploiting 

online resources towards gradually developing learners’ thinking and 

documentation in a collaborative context (Han & Bhattacharya, 2001). 

Primary learners are provided with extended guidance and scaffolding due 

to their low EFL proficiency level as well as other age constraints (Synteta, 

2001). That is why, initially, the teacher pre-screens and selects reading 

and audiovisual materials, designs activities and tailors tasks to learners’ 

level (Brandl, 2002) to help them overcome initial hesitation and engage 

them actively in the project work (Moursund, 2003).  

The actual WebQuest activity is carried out organizing collaborative 

work through group formation and subtasks built upon the main task of the 

project. To this end, Ls use online resources (e.g. wikipedia) that help 

them develop a searching/exploring mentality interacting with meaningful 

and authentic content (Franklin & Ali, 2003). Each group researches, 

processes and creates information using the online resources to accomplish 

the subtask assigned to them, that is to explore different European regions 

on the basis of the spoken language, geography, flags, facts, famous 

persons, etc. In this way, learners develop their higher-order thinking and 

decision-making skills guided by relevant printable worksheets drawn from 

internet sources. During WebQuest, learners’ autonomy is enhanced as 

they access websites in a personal and critical way making their own 

decisions through tasks which are open to critical thinking (Brandl, 2002).  

All in all, through WebQuest learners ‘grasp’ new information to use 

it actively in order to achieve a certain purpose indulging in critical 

thinking which involves problem solving, analysis and synthesis (March, 

2003). They also develop an in-depth understanding of the project issue 

through the consolidation of their prior knowledge enriched with the new 
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information they discover (Spiro et al., 1994). WebQuest enhances peer 

collaboration as learners need to work together to complete the task and 

reduces the feeling of isolation through peer support (Johnson & Johnson, 

1994). This also helps maintain motivation at a higher level as learners 

continue to work together towards achieving a common goal (Schofield, 

1995).  

 

10.2 Implementation 

 Basic requirements: a. technical equipment (teacher’s laptop, an 

overhead projector, learners’ personal computers, internet 

connection, an ink jet printer), b. materials/aids: (pencil and rubber, 

paper, dictionary, glossary, worksheets). 

 Steps:  

 Step 1: To discuss with learners the topic of the project by 

asking an inquiry question in order to motivate them and 

create expectations towards preparing the end product.  

 Step 2: To prepare learners for the main task providing them 

with reading material/tasks and motivate them through 

viewing tasks in class as a whole (you-tube videos about 

Europe, European countries, capitals, nationalities, languages, 

flags, etc). 

 Step 3: Group formation and assignment of subtasks to each 

group by dividing Europe into seven geographical 

parts/regions. 

 Step 4: Each group is provided with ‘group-specific’ online 

resources and carry out a Webquest activity on their own in 

order to explore the topic/region assigned to them.  



 35 

 Step 5: Each group carries out the subtask assigned to them 

based on relevant, ‘group-specific’ websites, you-tube videos, 

printable worksheets and guiding questions. 

 Step 6: Each group produces and presents their product to the 

whole class to trigger a plenary discussion as a whole class by 

putting together all European regions. 

 Step 7: Project evaluation and reflection through self-

assessment and a whole class discussion. 

 Step 8: The end product, an e-book entitled ‘A Virtual Tour of 

Europe’, is posted on the school blog. 

 Selection of Sources: the teacher finds and evaluates sources (you-

tube videos, reading texts, websites and web documents) which are 

appropriate to 6th grade learners’ age and level as well as printable 

worksheets about Europe. 

 Scaffolding: learners are provided with guidelines on how to gather, 

analyse and organise information, how to use technology as well as 

strategies for working together. 

 Worksheets: use of printable note-taking and note-making sheets, 

reading comprehension tasks/quizzes, crosswords, note-making 

sheets through ‘group-specific’ guiding questions about European 

countries in order to assist learners in their work.  

 Project presentation: all groups together, under the guidance of their 

teacher, publish their e-book “A Virtual Tour of Europe” by posting 

it on the school blog.  

 Project assessment: it is carried out through evaluation sheets using 

group-, self- and teacher assessment checklists. 
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10.3  Organization of collaborative work 

The teacher sets a timeline and deadlines and divides learners into 

three groups (4 learners per group) to assign each group separate subtasks. 

Rules and ethics of group work are also discussed. More specifically, after 

group formation, each group of learners explores countries, capitals, 

famous persons, facts, flags, spoken languages, etc of a certain European 

region as follows:   

 1st group: Iberian Peninsula, Northern Europe 

 2nd group: Western Europe, Central Europe 

 3rd group: Eastern Europe, Balkan Peninsula, Italian Peninsula. 

Before project presentation to the public by publishing/posting the 

final product which is an e-book entitled “A Virtual Tour of Europe” on 

the school blog4, each group of learners present their findings related to 

specific European regions and countries to the whole class and a plenary 

discussion follows to practice oral speech in the foreign language. 

 

10.4  Activities/Tasks 

Emphasis is placed on young learners’ preparation for the main task 

through teacher-led activities (e.g. video watching, reading 

comprehension, crosswords, quizzes, colouring sheets, printable 

worksheets) and teacher-determined web resources. In particular, project 

activities include both individual and group tasks as follows: 

 Viewing activities about Europe and the European Union in the 

classroom based on you-tube videos to practice learners’ listening 

comprehension skills in the foreign language (see Appendix I). 

 Reading comprehension activities exploiting texts and material from 

the web related to the Europe topic (see Appendix VIII).   

                                                 
4 http://blogs.sch.gr/5dimes/  

http://blogs.sch.gr/5dimes/
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 Writing activities using printable note-making worksheets drawn 

from the web by inviting learners to select, analyze and synthesize 

the information gathered about different European countries through 

the WebQuest activity working in groups (see Appendices II & VII). 

 Cognitive tasks such as quizzes, crosswords, maps, word search, etc, 

to consolidate learners’ knowledge on the Europe topic exploiting 

printable worksheets from the web while working on their own/as 

individuals (see Appendix IV). 

  Colouring tasks including colouring the map of Europe following 

specific guidelines as appropriate to distinguish one European 

country from the other (see Appendices III & VII).  

 Solving e-Puzzles to add fun and consolidate further the new 

knowledge regarding European countries, flags, maps, etc (see 

Appendix V).  

 Creating ‘Wordles’ as a whole class. Wordle is a toy for generating 

‘word clouds’ from multimodal texts already provided to the 

learners gathering key words related to the Europe project (see 

Appendix VI).  

 Follow-up tasks through EU games and quizzes (see Appendix X).  

 Filling evaluation sheets for feedback (see Appendix IX).  

 Joining a plenary discussion in the classroom for reflection and 

feedback at the end. 

 

11. Post-Program Evaluation of the Outcomes 

During the implementation of the present project there was a focus 

on learner-centeredness taking into consideration 6th grade learners’ 

English language competence level, their background knowledge of the 

topic, their expectations, their different learning styles, needs and 

collaborative skills as well as the school curriculum. To this end, learners 
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were engaged in various differentiated tasks such as viewing, reading, 

colouring, note making, wordles, crosswords, quizzes and other fun 

activities (see the Appendices) increasing their motivation and achieving 

their active involvement in the project towards familiarizing them with 

Europe. Learners had the opportunity to work either as individuals or in 

groups in order to research the Europe topic via internet by themselves, 

that is to ‘learn by doing’ in an autonomous way. The information gathered 

regarding the Europe setting, European countries, capitals, languages, 

flags, facts, etc was presented, processed and consolidated in the classroom 

using printable worksheets from the web as well as other stimulating 

activities (see the Appendices).  

To conclude, this project gave 6th grade learners the opportunity not 

only to learn about the European countries making a virtual tour of Europe 

thanks to internet technology but also to develop European awareness by 

making comparisons and noticing similarities and/or differences between 

Greece and other countries of the European family. In this way, they also 

realized the need to recognize and respect national differences respecting 

foreign people from other countries. Last but not least, regarding the 

development of learners’ cognitive skills, they practiced further their 

foreign language skills through reading, viewing, listening, speaking and 

writing tasks in English, especially their ‘lexis’. Moreover they practiced 

new literacies such as their internet and Webquest skills developing a 

positive attitude towards both self-directed learning and peer collaboration.  
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APPENDIX I: VIEWING TASKS 
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APPENDIX II: WRITING TASKS 
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APPENDIX III: COLORING TASKS 
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SOURCE:  
http://europe.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Coloring-Flag-Book.pdf  

http://europe.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Coloring-Flag-Book.pdf
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APPENDIX IV: COGNITIVE TASKS 
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APPENDIX V: e-PUZZLES 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/mtzotzou/Europe-Flags
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/mtzotzou/Europe-Maps
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APPENDIX VI: WORDLES 

1. Countries of the European Continent 

 

 

2. Capitals of the European Continent 
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3. (28) Member States of the European Union 

 

4. Official Languages of the European Union 
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APPENDIX VII: PRINTABLE 

WORKSHEETS - LEARNERS’ SAMPLES 
I. A Look at the Country of… 
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II. Country Factsheet for… 
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III. Look Who’s Famous!!! 
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IV. Flags!!! 
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V. Europe Map 
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APPENDIX VIII: READING TASKS 

 

 

SOURCE: http://europa.eu/europago/explore/pdf/flip-book/lets-explore-europe-

en/files/publications.pdf 

 

http://europa.eu/europago/explore/pdf/flip-book/lets-explore-europe-en/files/publications.pdf
http://europa.eu/europago/explore/pdf/flip-book/lets-explore-europe-en/files/publications.pdf
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SOURCE: https://europa.eu/teachers-

corner/sites/teacherscorner/files/files/europe_nutshell_en.pdf 

 

https://europa.eu/teachers-corner/sites/teacherscorner/files/files/europe_nutshell_en.pdf
https://europa.eu/teachers-corner/sites/teacherscorner/files/files/europe_nutshell_en.pdf
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SOURCE: 
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/hong_kong/documents/more_info/publicati

ons/passport_to_the_european_union.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/hong_kong/documents/more_info/publications/passport_to_the_european_union.pdf
http://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/hong_kong/documents/more_info/publications/passport_to_the_european_union.pdf
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APPENDIX IX: EVALUATION SHEETS 

 
I. LEARNERS’ SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES ACHIEVED 

 

 

A. WEBQUEST SKILLS 

 

Now that we have completed our project I feel I can: 

 

 Yes  Not sure No 

Surf the internet to find information.    

Use websites to find specific 

information. 

   

Select the information I need from a 

website. 

   

Use information from a website into my 

document avoiding copy/paste. 

   

Insert photos into my text.    

 

B. EFL SKILLS/COMPETENCE 

 

I believe that working on this WebQuest project has helped me: 

 

 Yes  Not sure No 

Enrich my vocabulary in English.    

Improve my reading skills (scanning, 

skimming). 

   

Improve my writing skills (note-taking, 

writing long texts/a biography). 

   

Improve my listening skills.    

Improve my speaking skills (discuss and    
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negotiate with my peers) 

 

C. PROJECT WORK 

 

While carrying out the project I enjoyed: 

 

 Yes  Not sure No 

Working in groups.    

Surfing for Europe.    

Searching for information.    

Using the Web.    

Visiting and using websites 

(WebQuest). 

   

Learning about the European continent.    

Learning about the European Union.    

Learning about European countries and 

capitals. 

   

Using technology.    

 

D. OVERALL CONCLUSIONS 

 

Now that we have finished our project: 

 

 Yes  Not sure No 

We have achieved our goal.    

We met unexpected problems.    

I would like to do another project in the 

future. 

   

I would like to learn more about Europe.    
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II. TEACHER’ S SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 

 

TEACHER’S ‘SELF-INQUIRY’ OVERVIEW OF THE 

PROJECT 

 

 Yes  Not sure No 

Did my learners like the topic of the 

project? 

   

Was the main aim of the project 

achieved? 

   

Were the learning objectives achieved?    

Were learners provided with clear 

instructions? 

   

Was learners’ active participation 

achieved? 

   

Was the WebQuest activity adequately 

set up? 

   

Were the web resources selected 

appropriate to my learners’ age and 

level? 

   

Did the activities help learners in their 

project work? 

   

Was all the information required 

included in the suggested resources?  

   

Was I an effective facilitator?    

Were there enough teacher- learners 

interactions to provide assistance and 

feedback? 
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Did group collaboration work well?    

Was the project process organized 

effectively? 

   

Was the end product of the project 

successful? 

   

Did learners’ use technology effectively 

(WebQuests and word processing)? 

   

Did my learners improve their EFL 

skills (writing, reading, speaking and 

listening)? 

   

Did my learners use their critical 

thinking? 

   

Were my learners fully motivated?    

Were there unexpected 

problems/obstacles? 

   

Was there project evaluation as a 

whole? 

   

Did the project meet my expectations?    

One thing I’m proud of is:  

 

 

One thing I would do differently is:  
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APPENDIX X: EU GAMES & QUIZZES 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.new-euro-banknotes.eu/Educational-Publications/Where's-the-coin-from
http://europa.eu/kids-corner/memory/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/kids-corner/explore_en.html

