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PREFACE 
 

London, the capital of England, is a leading global city with 

strengths in the arts, commerce, education, entertainment, fashion, 

finance, healthcare, media, professional services, research and 

development as well  as tourism and transport all contributing to its 

prominence.  

 

What is more, London is a world cultural capital. It is the world’s 

most-visited city as measured by international arrivals and has the 

world’s largest city airport system measured by passenger traffic. 

London’s 43 universities form the largest concentration of higher 

education institutes in Europe. In 2012, London became the first city to 

host the modern Summer Olympic Games three times.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_city
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World%27s_busiest_city_airport_systems_by_passenger_traffic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Summer_Olympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer_Olympic_Games
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1. Introduction 

London is the capital and most populous city of England and the 

United Kingdom. Standing on the River Thames, London has been a 

major settlement for two millennia, its history going back to its founding 

by the Romans, who named it Londinium. London has a diverse range of 

peoples and cultures, and more than 300 languages are spoken within 

Greater London. The region had an official population of 8,416,535 in 

2013, the largest of any municipality in the European Union, and 

accounting for 12.5 percent of the UK population. London contains four 

World Heritage Sites: the Tower of London; Kew Gardens; the site 

comprising the Palace of Westminster, Westminster Abbey, and St 

Margaret's Church; and the historic settlement of Greenwich (in which 

the Royal Observatory, Greenwich marks the Prime Meridian, 0° 

longitude, and GMT). Other famous landmarks include Buckingham 

Palace, the London Eye, Piccadilly Circus, St Paul’s Cathedral, Tower 

Bridge, Trafalgar Square, and The Shard. London is home to numerous 

museums, galleries, libraries, sporting events and other cultural 

institutions, including the British Museum, National Gallery, Tate 

Modern, British Library and 40 West End theatres. The London 

Underground is the oldest underground railway network in the world.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Thames
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Londinium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Largest_cities_of_the_European_Union_by_population_within_city_limits
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kew_Gardens
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Margaret%27s,_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Margaret%27s,_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Observatory,_Greenwich
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Meridian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longitude
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Mean_Time
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckingham_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckingham_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Eye
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piccadilly_Circus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%27s_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trafalgar_Square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Shard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_museums_in_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sport_in_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tate_Modern
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tate_Modern
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Library
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_End_theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Underground
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Underground
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2. Selecting Criteria 
 

This project about London is consistent with the school curriculum 

since it enhances a cross-cultural perspective to foreign language learning 

through learners’ familiarization with English culture (cross-curricular 

link: geography). In particular, the 4th grade school textbook makes 

specific reference to London as the capital of England through reading, 

writing and other tasks included both in the main course book and the 

activity book (Unit 3, Lesson 2). Viewing activities, reading 

comprehension, listening, matching coloring and drawing tasks as well as 

quizzes, puzzles, mazes, etc are the main focus of the present program 

aiming to help learners develop their collaborative, reading, listening and 

drawing skills after taking into consideration 4th grade learners’ actual 

linguistic and cognitive needs, different learning styles, their overall 

competence and age (see Appendices I-XI).  
 

 
 

Throughout this project, 4th grade learners had the opportunity to 

learn about London, the capital of England, where English language is 

spoken as a mother tongue. In this way, they came into contact with 

cultural elements of the target language such as, history, geography, 

museums, habits, sights, etc. They also became aware of the strong 

relationship between a language and its culture. Through intercultural or 

cross-cultural awareness learners, therefore, could make comparisons 

based on similarities and differences across cultures in order to develop 

respect and tolerance towards foreign people and cultures in general.                                               
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3. Educational Objectives 
 

- Cognitive 

- To enrich learners’ vocabulary in the foreign language (vocabulary 

development). 

- To enrich learners’ grammatical knowledge in the foreign language 

(places, descriptions, adjectives, present simple, etc) 

- To improve learners’ English language pronunciation (pronunciation 

development). 

- To familiarize learners with one of the capital of England. 

- To familiarize learners with the main sights of London. 

- To gain cultural knowledge about the capital of England. 
 

- Pedagogical 

 To develop learners’ collaboration towards achieving a common 

goal.  

 To develop learners’ personal and collective responsibility as 

members of a team/group.  

 To develop learners’ communicative skills.  

 To make them act/behave as researchers.  

 To make them become active learners. 

 To make learners form attitudes and behaviours.  

 To make learners achieve their own autonomy and control.  

 To motivate learners’ active participation in the educational 

process. 

- Skills 

 To practice learners’ speaking skills in the foreign language. 

 To practice learners’ listening skills in the foreign language. 

 To develop learners’ collaborative skills. 

 To develop learners’ communicative skills in the foreign language. 

 To develop learners’ critical thinking. 

 To develop their metacognitive skills by ‘learning how to learn’. 

 To develop their reading skills and strategies.  
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 To familiarize them with the use of new technologies. 

- Attitudes/Behaviours  
 

 To make learners acquire cultural awareness in the English 

language. 

 To make learners develop a positive attitude towards English 

culture. 

 To sensitize learners in London’s issues of cultural interest. 

 To make them aware of the strong relationship between language 

and culture. 

 To help them acquire cross-cultural awareness by placing emphasis 

on respecting foreign cultures. 

 

4. Methods – Means and Tools of Program Implementation 
 

 Discovery method, project method, learner-centered and 

collaborative method. 

 Worksheets (quizzes, reading comprehension, lexical tasks, 

puzzles, listening tasks, viewing tasks, gap filling, matching, etc). 

 Use of audiovisual material through you-tube videos. 

 Search through the internet, books, electronic and printed material. 

 Use of new technologies (e.g. internet, multimedia, blogging, etc). 
 

 

5. Domains of Interface with the Curricula of other School 

Subjects (APS-DEPPS) 
 

- English Language: to practice the foreign language by studying 

material, watching videos, carrying out tasks and activities in English. 

-  Language: study of relevant printed and electronic material. 

-  Music: listening to and singing the traditional English song ‘London 

Bridge is Falling Down’. 

-  Art: drawing, collecting pictures, coloring sheets and collage making. 

- Information Technology: collecting information through internet 

(webquest), use of new technologies (blogging, you-tube videos, etc). 

-  History: historical information about the capital of England. 

-  Geography: location, climate and weather of London. 
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6. Program Timeline 

The program started in March 2015 and lasted up to June 2015. (~ 

3 months). Initially, there was an introduction to the history, climate and 

culture of London by studying relevant texts and watching audiovisual 

material (March-April 2015). Afterwards, learners had the opportunity to 

study and watch videos about the most famous London sights/landmarks 

dividing them into thematic categories. To this end, learners used internet 

search engines, drew information from encyclopedias and carried out a 

variety of tasks in English (May-June 2015). 
 

7. Our Team  

Our team consisted of learners attending the 4th grade (D) class at 5th 

Primary School of Messolonghi in the school year 2014-15.  

1. Aristopoulou Asimoula 

2. Vlachou Kostoula-Maria 

3. Vouggodimou Christina 

4. Dimopoulou Paraskevi 

5. Theodoropoulos Alexandros 

6. Kagiannis Giannis 

7. Kommatas Sotirios 

8. Koutra Andrianna 

9. Koutsopoulou Ourania 

10. Lyrou Nikolitsa-Apostolia 

11. Xanthopoulou Pinelopi 

12. Panagiotopoulos Pavlos 

13. Panagiotopoulou Anna-Maria 

14. Panopoulos Grigorios 

15. Panopoulou Eleftheria 

16. Papathanasiou Dimitra 

17. Savramis Konstantinos 

18. Sdralias Fotios 

19. Staikou Vassiliki 

20. Tsoumpelis Evangelos 
 

Responsible Teacher: Maria Tzotzou-State EFL Teacher (PE06) 
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8. London: setting the context  
 

8.1 History  

The etymology of London is uncertain. It is an ancient name, found 

in sources from the 2nd century. It is recorded as Londinium, which 

points to Romano-British origin. From 1898, it was commonly accepted 

that the name was of Celtic origin and meant place belonging to a man 

called *Londinos; this explanation has since been rejected. Richard 

Coates put forward an explanation in 1998 that it is derived from the pre-

Celtic Old European *(p)lowonida, meaning ‘river too wide to ford’, and 

suggested that this was a name given to the part of the River Thames 

which flows through London; from this, the settlement gained the Celtic 

form of its name, *Lowonidonjon; this requires quite a serious 

amendment however. The ultimate difficulty lies in reconciling the Latin 

form Londinium with the modern Welsh Llundain, which should demand 

a form *(h)lōndinion (as opposed to *londīnion), from earlier 

*loundiniom. The possibility cannot be ruled out that the Welsh name 

was borrowed back in from English at a later date, and thus cannot be 

used as a basis from which to reconstruct the original name.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etymology_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Londinium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romano-British
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Coates
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Coates
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_European_hydronymy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Thames
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Until 1889, the name ‘London’ officially only applied to the City 

of London but since then it has also referred to the County of London and 

now Greater London. Two recent discoveries indicate probable very early 

settlements near the Thames in the London area. 

 

In 1999, the remains of a Bronze Age bridge were found on the 

foreshore north of Vauxhall Bridge. This bridge either crossed the 

Thames, or went to a now lost island in the river. Dendrology dated the 

timbers to 1500 BC. In 2010 the foundations of a large timber structure, 

dated to 4500 BC, were found on the Thames foreshore, south of 

Vauxhall Bridge. The function of the mesolithic structure is not known. 

Both structures are on South Bank, at a natural crossing point where the 

River Effra flows into the River Thames.  

In 1300, the City was still confined within the Roman walls. 

Although there is evidence of scattered Brythonic settlements in the area, 

the first major settlement was founded by the Romans after the invasion 

of 43 AD. This only lasted until around 61, when the Iceni tribe led by 

Queen Boudica stormed it, burning it to the ground. The next, heavily 

planned, incarnation of Londinium prospered and superseded Colchester 

as the capital of the Roman province of Britannia in 100. At its height 

during the 2nd century, Roman London had a population of around 

60,000. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_Age
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vauxhall_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Effra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Wall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britons_%28historical%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceni
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boudica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colchester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britannia
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8.2 Climate 

London has a temperate oceanic climate similar to all of southern 

Britain. Despite its reputation as being a rainy city, London receives less 

precipitation than Rome, Bordeaux, Toulouse, Naples and even Sydney in 

Australia. Temperature extremes for all sites in the London area range 

from 38.1 °C (100.6 °F) at Kew during August 2003  down to −16.1 °C 

(3.0 °F) at Northolt during January 1962. Summers are generally warm 

and sometimes hot, London's average July high is 24 °C (75.2 °F). On 

average London will see 31 days above 25 °C (77.0 °F) each year, and 

4.2 days above 30.0 °C (86.0 °F) every year. Winters are generally cool 

and damp with little temperature variation. Snowfall does occur from 

time to time, and can cause travel disruption when this happens. Spring 

and autumn are mixed seasons and can be pleasant. As a large city, 

London has a considerable urban heat island effect, making the centre of 

London at times 5 °C (9 °F) warmer than the suburbs and outskirts. The 

effect of this can be seen below when comparing London Heathrow 

which is located 15 miles west of London with the London Weather 

Centre which is located in the centre of London.  

 

 

8.3 Population  

With increasing industrialisation, London’s population grew 

rapidly throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, and it was for some 

time in the late 19th and early 20th centuries the most populous city in the 

world. However, London's continuous urban area extends beyond the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceanic_climate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bordeaux
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulouse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naples
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_heat_island
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borders of Greater London and was home to 9,787,426 people in 2011, 

while its wider metropolitan area has a population of between 12 and 

14 million depending on the definition used.  

 

According to Eurostat, London is the most populous city and 

metropolitan area of the European Union and the second most populous 

in Europe (or third if Istanbul is included). During the period 1991–2001 

a net 726,000 immigrants arrived in London. The population density is 

5,177 inhabitants per square kilometre (13,410/sq mi), more than ten 

times that of any other British region. In terms of population, London is 

the 19th largest city and the 18th largest metropolitan region in the world. 

As of 2014, London has the largest number of billionaires (British Pound 

Sterling) in the world, with 72 residing in the city. London ranks as one 

of the most expensive cities in the world, alongside Tokyo and Moscow.  

8.4 Transport  

 Aviation 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_metropolitan_area
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eurostat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Largest_cities_and_metropolitan_areas_in_the_European_Union_%28Eurostat%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Largest_cities_and_metropolitan_areas_in_the_European_Union_%28Eurostat%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_metropolitan_areas_in_Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_metropolitan_areas_in_Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istanbul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NUTS:UK
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World%27s_largest_cities
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_metropolitan_areas_by_population
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Heathrow_Terminal_5C_Iwelumo-1.jpg
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London Heathrow Airport is the busiest airport in the UK and Europe as 

well as the second busiest in the world for international passenger traffic. 

London Heathrow Airport, in Hillingdon, West London, is the busiest 

airport in the world for international traffic, and is the major hub of the 

nation's flag carrier, British Airways. Similar traffic, with some cheap 

short-haul flights, is also handled at Gatwick Airport, south of London in 

West Sussex.  

 

 Underground 

The London Underground is the world’s oldest and second-longest rapid 

transit system. The London Underground, commonly referred to as the 

Tube, is the oldest and second longest metro system in the world. The 

system serves 270 stations and was formed from several private 

companies, including the world's first underground electric line, the City 

and South London Railway. It dates from 1863. 
 

  
 

King’s Cross railway station Western Concourse. There are 366 railway 

stations in the London Travel Card Zones on an extensive above-ground 

suburban railway network. South London, particularly, has a high 

concentration of railways as it has fewer Underground lines. Most rail 

lines terminate around the centre of London, running into eighteen 

terminal stations, with the exception of the Thames link trains connecting 

Bedford in the north and Brighton in the south via Luton and Gatwick 

airports. London has Britain's busiest station by number of passengers – 

Waterloo, with over 184 million people using the interchange station 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Heathrow_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Heathrow_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Hillingdon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World%27s_busiest_airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World%27s_busiest_airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Airways
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Low-cost_carrier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short-haul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gatwick_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Sussex
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Underground
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapid_transit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapid_transit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Underground
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapid_transit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metro_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_and_South_London_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_and_South_London_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Baker_Street_tube_station_MMB_19_S_Stock.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King%27s_Cross_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_stations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_stations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_fare_zones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_station_group
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_station_group
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thameslink
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Luton_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gatwick_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Waterloo_station
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complex (which includes Waterloo East station) each year. Clapham 

Junction is the busiest station in Europe by the number of trains passing. 
 

 

 

 Inter-city and international 

 

London is the centre of the National Rail network, with 70 percent of rail 

journeys starting or ending in London. Like suburban rail services, 

regional and inter-city trains depart from several termini around the city 

centre, linking London with the rest of Britain including Cambridge, 

Bristol, Cardiff, Exeter, Birmingham, Holyhead, Sheffield, Southampton, 

Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Waterloo_East_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clapham_Junction_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clapham_Junction_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:King%27s_Cross_Western_Concourse.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:St_Pancras_railway_station_MMB_B9_373213.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Rail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exeter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holyhead
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheffield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southampton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newcastle-upon-Tyne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasgow
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 Buses and trams 

 
 

The red double-decker bus is an iconic symbol of London. London’s bus 

network is one of the largest in the world, running 24 hours a day, with 

about 8,500 buses, more than 700 bus routes and around 19,500 bus 

stops. In 2013, the network had more than 2 billion commuter trips per 

annum, more than the Underground. The distinctive red double-decker 

buses are an internationally recognised trademark of London transport 

along with black cabs and the Tube. London has a modern tram network, 

known as Tramlink, centred on Croydon in South London. The network 

has 39 stops and four routes, and carried 28 million people in 2013.  

 Cable cars 

London’s first and only cable car, known as the Emirates Air Line, 

opened in June 2012. Crossing the River Thames, linking Greenwich 

Peninsula and the Royal Docks in the east of the city, the cable car is 

integrated with London's Oyster Card ticketing system. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Arriva_London_bus_DW262_%28LJ59_GUA%29,_18_September_2010.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_buses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Buses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Buses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double-decker_bus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double-decker_bus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hackney_carriage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tramlink
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croydon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emirates_Air_Line_%28cable_car%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Thames
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Peninsula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Peninsula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Docks
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 Cycling 

Cycling is an increasingly popular way to get around London. The launch 

of a cycle hire scheme in July 2010 has been successful and generally 

well received. The London Cycling Campaign lobbies for better 

provision.  

 

 

 Port and river boats 

From being the largest port in the world, the Port of London is now only 

the second-largest in the United Kingdom, handling 45 million tonnes of 

cargo each year. Most of this actually passes through the Port of Tilbury, 

outside the boundary of Greater London. London has frequent river boat 

services on the Thames known as Thames Clippers. These run up to 

every 20 minutes between Embankment Pier and North Greenwich Pier.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cycling_in_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santander_Cycles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Cycling_Campaign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Blue,_Yellow_and_Red_Boris_Bikes_2015-05-01.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_of_Tilbury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thames_Clippers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embankment_Pier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Greenwich_Pier
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 London taxis 

London’s official taxis, black cabs can be hailed in the street or at 

designated ranks situated in prominent places, including many mainline 

rail, Tube and bus stations. They can also be booked by telephone. 

 

 

8.5 Leisure and entertainment  

 

The extraordinary array of entertainment options is why people 

from all over the world visit London every year. In central London alone 

you can explore historic buildings, palaces, museums and galleries; 

mingle in pubs, bars and clubs of every description; and enjoy some of 

the world's best live music, theatre, opera, dance and dining. 

Entertainment doesn't need to be an expensive pleasure. There are a 

number of places to find discount offers, and many of the museums and 

galleries are free. The Londonpass (www.londonpass.com) provides free 

entry to over 50 attractions, even for residents.  
 

Eating: Over the past decade London has transformed into what many 

consider to be the dining capital of the world. Along with five star dining 

delights, some of the best food is the traditional and modern offerings in 

pubs and bars, the spicy curry houses of the East End, and many Asian 

eateries throughout the city. For restaurant customer reviews and 

suggestions visit London Eats www.londoneats.com  

http://www.visitlondon.com/traveller-information/getting-around-london/london-tube
http://www.visitlondon.com/traveller-information/getting-around-london/london-bus
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Nightlife: Most London pubs, particularly the neighbourhood 'local', still 

close at 11pm. Newly introduced laws are allowing approved venues to 

extend their licensed hours. To find the best pubs to sip on a pint of beer 

visit www.fancyapint.com. London houses excellent comedy venues, bars 

range from serene to riotous, cheap to exorbitant, whilst no city can 

match the variety of the London club scene. Local entertainment ideas 

can be found on www.myvillage.com  

Attractions: There are hundreds of attractions for adults and children open 

every day. The most popular London includes The London Eye, 

Buckingham Palace, Madame Tussauds, St Paul’s Cathedral, Tower Of 

London, London Bridge, National Gallery, and British Museum. The 

Londonpass (www.londonpass.com) offers free and discounted entry to 

dozens of attractions and is valid for 12 months.  

Theatre: Ranging from big production West End shows in the style of 

‘Cats’ and ‘Les Miserables’, through sophisticated options, such as The 

Royal Shakespeare Company, to innovative, experimental works in small 

theatres and pubs. Not only is production and acting exception, the 

performances are affordable. For details on half priced tickets, visit 

www.officiallondontheatre.co.uk  

 

Music: London has a vibrant, burgeoning live music scene to please all 

tastes. The city is home to major orchestras, opera companies, and hosts 

jazz, rock, blues, and world music shows, concerts and festivals 
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throughout the year. Venues are diverse as churches, courtyards, pubs, 

bars, clubs, theatres, entertainments centres and parks.  

 

Sports: Londoners are passionate about their sports. The city hosts some 

of the world’s biggest sporting events including the All-England 

Championships at Wimbledon, international rugby at Twickenham, 

cricket at Lord's, horse racing at Royal Ascot, and football's FA Cup at 

Wembley Stadium. Weekend Premier League football at the London's 

club grounds is just as thrilling.  

8.6 Religion 

 

According to the 2011 Census, the largest religious groupings are 

Christians (48.4 per cent), followed by those of no religion (20.7 per 

cent), Muslims (12.4 per cent), no response (8.5 per cent), Hindus (5.0 

per cent), Jews (1.8 per cent), Sikhs (1.5 per cent), Buddhists (1.0 per 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_UK_Census
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irreligion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinduism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikhism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhism
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cent) and other (0.6 per cent). London has traditionally been Christian, 

and has a large number of churches, particularly in the City of London. 

The well-known St Paul's Cathedral in the City and Southwark Cathedral 

south of the river are Anglican administrative centres, while the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, principal bishop of the Church of England and 

worldwide Anglican Communion, has his main residence at Lambeth 

Palace in the London Borough of Lambeth. Important national and royal 

ceremonies are shared between St Paul’s and Westminster Abbey. The 

Abbey is not to be confused with nearby Westminster Cathedral, which is 

the largest Roman Catholic cathedral in England and Wales.  

 

8.7 Weather 

London is in the south of England therefore has a mild climate. It is 

predominantly damp yet temperate. Its weather is very inconsistent with 

rain and clouds also at the height of summer. In summer months you are 

more likely to have heavy showers with lots of rainfall, but more dry 

days. In Winter, more likely to have steady light rain, resulting in less 

rainfall, but more wet days. It rarely snows in central London and if it 

does it is normally gone within a day. 

 

 

Spring months: March, April, May 

Summer months: June, July, August 

Autumn months: September, October, November 

Winter months: December, January, February 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_churches_in_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%27s_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwark_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicanism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop_of_Canterbury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Communion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambeth_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambeth_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Borough_of_Lambeth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%27s_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_and_Wales
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Average Temperatures  

Month 
January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Sepember 

October 

November 

December 

Celsius 
2°C - 

6°C 

2°C - 

8°C 

3°C - 

11°C 

5°C - 

14°C 

8°C - 

18°C 

11°C - 

21°C 

14°C - 

23°C  

13°C - 

22°C 

11°C - 

19°C 

8°C - 

15°C 

5°C - 

10°C 

3°C - 

7°C 

Fahrenheit 
35°F - 

42°F 

35°F - 

46°F 

37°F - 

51°F 

41°F - 

57°F 

46°F - 

64°F 

51°F - 

70°F 

57°F - 

73°F  

55°F - 

71°F 

51°F - 

66°F 

46°F - 

59°F 

41°F - 

50°F 

37°F - 

44°F 

Driest Months* 

March 

April 

June  

Wettest months* 

July 

August  
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9. London Sightseeing  
 

9.1 Top sights  
 

 Big Ben 

The name ‘Big Ben’ is generally known to describe the clock tower as a 

whole. However, ‘Big Ben’ is actually the principal bell within the tower. 

There are two theories of how the bell got its name. The first suggests 

that it was taken from the nickname of a champion heavyweight boxer of 

the time called Ben Caunt. The second and more probable explanation, is 

that it was named after the bulky Welshman Sir Benjamin Hall, who was 

First Commissioner of Works from 1855 to 1858 and whose name was 

inscribed on the bell.  

 

The Clock Tower is 96.3m (316 ft) tall and the Bell weighs 13.8 tonnes. 

From the ground floor there are 292 steps to the clock room, 334 steps to 

the belfrey and 393 steps to the lantern (known as the Ayrton Light). A 

light shines above the clock face whenever Parliament is at work after 

dark. Big Ben is not open to the public.  

 The Houses of Parliament 

The site of the Houses of Parliament is the Palace of Westminster, a royal 

palace and former residence of kings. Its existing buildings contain nearly 

1,200 rooms, 100 staircases and well over 3 kilometres (2 miles) of 
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passages. The House of Lords and the House of Commons conduct their 

sittings here. The oldest part of the Palace still in existence, Westminster 

Hall, dates from 1097. The palace originally served as a royal residence, 

but no monarch has lived in it since the 16th century. Most of the present 

structure dates from the 19th century, when the Palace was rebuilt after it 

was almost entirely destroyed by a fire in 1834. The architect responsible 

for rebuilding the Palace was Sir Charles Barry and Augustus Welby 

Pugin. The public entrance to the Palace is through St Stephen's entrance 

in Old Palace Yard.  

 

Visitors wishing to watch the proceedings of either House can join the 

queue outside St Stephen's Entrance. It is generally easiest to get in to the 

House of Commons between 6.00pm and 10.30pm on Mondays and 

Tuesdays, after 1.30pm on Wednesdays and Thursdays and at 9am on 

sitting Fridays. Tourists can take a tour of the Houses of Parliament in 

annual Summer Opening in August and September. The guided tour visits 

the House of Commons and the House of Lords.  

 Buckingham Palace 

Buckingham Palace has served as the official London residence of 

Britain's sovereigns since 1837. It evolved from a town house that was 

owned from the beginning of the eighteenth century by the Dukes of 

Buckingham. Today it is The Queen's official residence. The State 
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Rooms at Buckingham Palace are open to visit for 2 months during the 

summer.  

 

 

 

 

 Tower Bridge  

Tower Bridge has stood over the River Thames in London since 1894. At 

the Tower Bridge Exhibition you can enjoy views from the high-level 

Walkways and learn about the history of the Bridge and how it was built. 

You can then visit the Victorian Engine Rooms, home to the original 

steam engines that used to power the Bridge lifts.  
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 The Tower of London 

The Tower of London is adjacent to Tower Bridge. The Tower was 

founded by King William the Conqueror in 11th Century. Throughout its 

long history the Tower has served as a royal palace and fortress, prison 

and place of execution, an arsenal, royal mint, menagerie and jewel 

house. The Queen Anne Boleyn, beheaded in 1536 for treason against 

King Henry VIII, is said to be occasionally seen walking around the 

tower carrying her head under her arm.  
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The Tower today is principally a tourist attraction. Besides the buildings 

themselves, the British Crown Jewels, a fine armour collection from the 

Royal Armouries, and a remnant of the wall of the Roman fortress are on 

display. The tower is manned by the Yeomen Warders, who act as tour 

guides and provide security. Every evening, the warders participate in the 

Ceremony of the Keys, as the Tower is secured for the night. 

 St Paul’s Cathedral 

 

The current Cathedral – the fourth to occupy this site – was designed by 

the court architect Sir Christopher Wren and built between 1675 and 1710 

after its predecessor was destroyed in the Great Fire of London.  

 

 

In the crypt are effigies and fragments of stone that pre-date the 

Cathedral, relics of a medieval world. From Wren’s original vision, Jean 

Tijou’s beautiful wrought iron gates of 1700 still separate the quire from 

the ambulatory; children still test the acoustics in the Whispering Gallery; 

and the 1695 organ which Mendelssohn once played is still in use. The 

funerals of Lord Nelson, the Duke of Wellington and Sir Winston 

Churchill have taken place here and the wedding of Charles, Prince of 

Wales, to Lady Diana Spencer. Today, St Paul’s is still a busy, working 

church where millions come to worship. 
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 The London Eye 

 

Originally conceived by architects David Marks and Julia Barfield as an 

entry for a millennium landmark competition, the project took six years 

and the expertise of hundreds of people from five European countries to 

turn it into a reality. You can see up to 25 miles in each direction with 

views over some of the world's most famous sights, including St Paul's, 

the Palace of Westminster and Windsor Castle. The ride lasts about 25 

minutes. 

 Westminster Abbey 
 

The Collegiate Church of St Peter, Westminster, which is almost always 

referred to as Westminster Abbey, is a mainly Gothic church, on the scale 

of a cathedral. It is the traditional place of coronation and burial site for 

English monarchs. It is still used today for regular worship and for the 

celebration of great events in the country.  
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 Trafalgar Square & Nelson's Column 

 

Trafalgar Square was built to commemorate Admiral Nelson on his 

victory in the Battle of Trafalgar (1805). The present architecture of the 

square, completed in 1845, is by Sir Charles Barry. The square is the site 

of Nelson's Column, which has four giant lions at its base. The square 

also boasts two water fountains. At the corners of the square are four 

plinths, of which three of them hold statues of George IV, Henry 

Havelock, and Sir Charles James Napier. The fourth plinth has temporary 

exhibitions. The square is now a popular site for political demonstrations. 

It was also very popular for feeding the pigeons, but Mayor of London 

Ken Livingston decided to get rid of the feeders and the pigeons in 2000, 

thus destroying a great tourist attraction. There are still a few pigeons left, 

but it is now against the law to feed them!! The pigeons have been 

replaced with a cafe - now that's just what London needed - something 

different and original!! 

 

 
 

 Piccadilly Circus & Eros 

 

Piccadilly Circus is a famous traffic intersection and public space of 

London's West End, which is a busy meeting point. The "circus" refers to 

circular open space at a street junction. It is now well known for its video 

display and neon signs mounted on the corner building on the northern 
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side. At the south-western side of the Circus, moved from its original 

position in the centre, stands the Shaftesbury Monument memorial 

fountain, erected in 1893 to commemorate the philanthropic works of 

Lord Shaftesbury. It is topped by Alfred Gilbert's winged nude statue, 

Eros (sometimes known as The Angel of Christian Charity).  
 

 

Roads off Piccadilly Circus include Shaftesbury Ave (famous for its 

theatres); the Haymarket, Coventry Street (which leads to Leicester 

Square), Glasshouse Street, Regent Street and Piccadilly.  

 Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 

 

The original Globe Theatre was built in 1599 by the playing company to 

which William Shakespeare belonged, and destroyed by fire in 1613. It 

was rebuilt in 1614, closed in 1642, and demolished in 1644. A modern 

reconstruction of the original Globe, named 'Shakespeare's Globe 

Theatre', opened in 1997.  
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Founded by the pioneering American actor/director Sam Wanamaker, 

Shakespeare's Globe is a unique international resource dedicated to the 

exploration of Shakespeare's work, and the playhouse for which he wrote, 

through the connected means of education and performance. Open all 

year round, Shakespeare’s Globe Exhibition is the world’s largest 

exhibition devoted to Shakespeare and the London in which he lived and 

worked. Housed in the vast UnderGlobe beneath the theatre, the 

exhibition explores the remarkable story of Sam Wanamaker’s struggle to 

rebuild the Globe and brings Shakespeare’s world to life using a range of 

interactive displays and live demonstrations.  
 

 
 

There is a Tour of the Theatre beginning every 15-30 minutes during 

opening hours. There is no need for individuals to book. Plays are 

performed at the Theatre May to October. 

 

 
9.2 Museums  

 The British Museum 

Founded in 1753 The British Museum holds in trust for the nation and the 

world a collection of art and antiquities from ancient and living cultures. 

Housed in one of Britain's architectural landmarks, the collection is one 

of the finest in existence, spanning two million years of human history. 

The core of today's building, including the great south front, was 

designed in 1823 by Sir Robert Smirke in Greek Revival style, but not 
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completed until 1852. Highlights of the collections include: *The Elgin 

Marbles, carvings from the Athenian Parthenon, *The Rosetta Stone, 

*Egyptian Mummies. 

 

 Victoria and Albert Museum 

V&A South Kensington is a museum of art and design. Discover 3000 

years' worth of amazing artefacts from many of the world's richest 

cultures including ceramics, furniture, fashion, glass, jewellery, 

metalwork, photographs, sculpture, textiles and paintings. The museum 

was established in 1852 as the South Kensington Museum. It was 

renamed in 1899 in honour of Queen Victoria and her late consort Albert. 

It is close to the Natural History Museum and the Science Museum. 
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 Natural History Museum 

The Natural History Museum first opened its doors to the public on 

Easter Monday in 1881. The Museum is home to 70 million specimens. 

There are five main collections: Botany, There is also a wildlife garden 

containing native fauna and flora. The museum is renowned for its 

exhibition of dinosaur skeletons, particularly the large Diplodocus cast 

which dominates the entrance. The museum is close to the Victoria & 

Albert Museum and the Science Museum. 

 

 

 Science Museum 

The Science Museum explains how science: past, present and future, 

impacts on all our lives, and on the life of the Planet. The museum 

examines the history of scientific advancements, its contempory users, 

and looks ahead at what new scientific technologies may soon become 

part of our every day life. The Science Museum has its origins in the 

Great Exhibition of 1851 which was held to celebrate modern industrial 

technology and design. The exhibition was a great success and the 

financial surplus raised from the event was used to establish a number of 

educational extablishments, one of these being the South Kensington 

Museum, now the Victoria & Albert Museum, founded in 1857.  
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One of the founding purposes of the museum was to display surplus items 

from the Great Exhibition. The museum’s science collection finally 

became the Science Museum, which gained independent status in 1893. 

The Science Museum divides its exhibits into four collections,: Science, 

Medicine, Information and Communication Technologies, and 

Engineering Technologies, sub-divided into 33 Galleries, over seven 

floors. Many of the museums galleries contain hands-on exhibits, 

especially designed for children. The main gallery for hands-on 

exhibitions is 'Launch Pad,' specifically designed for children aged 8 - 14 

years old. Here children can create giant bubbles, play with the echo 

tunnel, generate electricity through peddling, etc. Some of the museums 

more famous exhibits are Stephenson's Rocket, the Apollo 10 Command 

Module and Douglas DC-3 Plane. The museum also has a cinema 

showing educational science films in 3D - featuring dinosaurs, mummies, 

deep sea monsters etc. 

 The Museum of London 

Founded in 1976, the museum chronicles the history of London, from 

before the founding of the town of Londinium by the conquering Romans 

in 50 AD (According to the Museum's site), up to the present day. The 

museum's exhibits are displayed in chronological galleries: Pre-historic, 

Roman London, Medieval London, Tudor and early Stuart London, and 

London from 1700 to the present day. Some of the highlights of the 

museum include: Fragments of the Roman London Wall, A human 
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skeleton which is more than 5000 years old - the oldest human remains 

ever to be found in the Thames Valley, Roman marble sculptures from 

the temple of Mithras, The Cheapside Hoard - said to be the finest 

collection of Elizabethan and Jacobean jewellery in the world, The 16th 

century Copperplate Map of London, Lord Nelson's Ceremonial Sword of 

Honour and the 1948 London Olympic Torch.  

 

The museum contains photographs, memoires and recorded interviews of 

Londoner's in the 20th & 21st century, allowing visitors afeel for what 

life was/is like for people living and working in London. The museum 

hosts special exhibits that concentrates on important events in London's 

history, or looks at the life experiences of the many wide and diverse 

communities that have, or still live, in London. The museum has been 

undergoing major development, and though most of this is now complete, 

the re-development will not be fully-finished until 2009. 

 

9.3 Galleries  

 The National Gallery 

The National Gallery houses the national collection of Western European 

painting: over 2,300 pictures dating from 1250 to 1900. The collection 

includes all the major European schools of painting and masterpieces by 

many great artists. Paintings in the National Gallery include: Sandro 

Botticelli: Venus and Mars, Leonardo da Vinci: The Virgin of the Rocks, 

Cartoon of The Virgin and Child with St. Anne and St. John the Baptist, 
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Raphael: Portrait of Pope Julius II, The Madonna of the Pinks,  

Titian: Bacchus and Ariadne, Rembrandt van Rijn: Belshazzar's Feast, 

two self portraits, J. M. W. Turner: The Fighting Temeraire, Rain, Steam 

and Speed, John Constable: The Hay Wain, Vincent van Gogh: 

Sunflowers, Van Gogh's Chair. 

 
 

 

 Tate Modern 

Created in the year 2000 from a disused power station, Tate Modern 

displays the national collection of international modern art. This is 

defined as art since 1900. International painting pre-1900 is found at the 

National Gallery, and sculpture at the Victoria & Albert Museum. Tate 

Modern includes modern British art where it contributes to the story of 

modern art, so major modern British artists may be found at both Tate 

Modern and Tate Britain. Tate Modern is one of the family of four Tate 

galleries which display selections from the Tate Collection. The other 

three galleries are Tate Britain, also in London, Tate Liverpool, in the 

north-west, and Tate St Ives, in Cornwall, in the south-west. The Tate 

collection of modern and contemporary art represents all the major 

movements from Fauvism on. It includes important masterpieces by both 

Picasso and Matisse and one of the world's finest museum collections of 

Surrealism, including works by Dalν, Ernst, Magritte and Mirs.  
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 The National Portrait Gallery 
 

The National Portrait Gallery was founded in 1856, and moved to its 

present location in 1896. The gallery was founded with the purpose of 

bringing together the portraits of some of the greatest names in British 

History. Such portraits to consist as far as possible of those persons who 

are most honourably commemorated in British History as warriors or as 

statesmen, or in arts, in literature or in science. The collection includes 

paintings, drawings, sculptures, caricatures, and photographs. The 

portraits in the museum’s collection are not selected for their artistic 

value but for the historical importance of the sitter (person portrayed). 
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The collection covers the Tutor period through to contemporary portraits 

of such notables as J. K. Rowling, Margaret Thatcher, Ian McKellen, 

Richard Branson, Paul McCartney and Iris Murdoch. One of the galleries 

most famous, and most visited portraits, is the 'Chandos' portrait of 

William Shakespeare, one of the most recognisable images of the great 

playwright, and the very first portrait to be offered to the gallery. 

 

9.4 Parks  

 Hyde Park 

Hyde Park was originally land acquired by Henry VIII from the monks of 

Westminster Abbey in 1536, and was enclosed as a deer park for Royal 

Hunts, a purpose it served until Charles I opened the park to the public in 

1637. The park covers an area of 142 hectares (350 acres), and with over 

4,000 trees, a lake, a meadow, horse rides and more it is easy to forget 

you're in the middle of London.  

 
 

The park has five miles of bridle paths, as well as cycle and roller-blading 

routes. Places of interest in the park include the Serpentine - a lake of 11 

Hectares created by Queen Caroline in the 1730's - which is popular for 

boating, swimming, or simply sitting in a deck chair and watching the 

world go by. 
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Speakers Corner, located at the Marble Park entrance, is where people 

gather on a Sunday afternoon to listen to speakers stand on soap box's and 

share their views on religion, politics, and occasionally other subjects. 

The main entrance to Hyde Park is through the Queen Elizabeth (mother) 

Gates at Hyde Park Corner (not to be confused with Speaker's Corner), 

which were opened in 1993. Here you will find a number of war 

memorials, including the impressive Wellington Arch built in 1825 by 

order of George IV to commemorate Britain's victories in the Napoleonic 

Wars. 

 St James’s Park 

St James's Park is London's oldest Royal Park, and lies at the heart of 

London covering 23 hectares (58 acres). It has three Royal Palaces on its 

border: Buckingham Palace, St James Palace and Westminster Palace 

(Parliament,) and is considered by many to be the most beautiful of 

London's Royal Parks because of its views, its waterfowl and its flower 

displays. The park contains a man-made lake over which crosses the Blue 

Bridge. From one side of the bridge there is a wonderful view of 

Buckingham Palace, while on the other there are equally fine views of the 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the London Eye.  
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The Lake is home to many waterfowl, especially of note are the five 

pelican's that call St James's Park home, and which can usually be found 

within the vicinity of Duck Island, one of the two small islands on the 

Park's Lake. St James's Park is also home to the Mall, London's 

ceremonial route that runs from Admiralty Arch to Buckingham Palace, 

which is used on State visits, when the Queen and visiting head of State 

are escorted in a carriage to Buckingham Palace. The park has many 

pathways, the most famous being Birdcage Walk, which borders the 

Park's South side. 

 Regent’s Park 

Regent's Park, 166 hectares (410 acres) is a delightful place to relax, with 

formal rose gardens, a boating lake, wildlife garden and secluded 

woodland. The park, which was originally a hunting ground for Henry 

VIII, was transformed in the early 19th century when the Prince Regent 

(King George III) commissioned John Nash to landscape the area. Nash 

designed Regent's Park as a hugh circle, lined by terraced houses with 

white stucco facades. The park contains a number of villa's and a private 

estate, one of these being Winfield House, the American Ambassador's 

residence. The park, which is mostly padestrianised, has two ring roads, 

the outer and inner. The inner Ring contains the Queen Mary Gardens 

and many other formal gardens, such as the rose gardens (300 varieties of 



 41 

roses), italian garden, english garden, flower garden etc. And it is here 

that one will also find the park's open-air theatre, bandstand - which is 

used for concerts through out the summer - and large boating lake.  

 

The outer ring largely consists of playing fields, and is London's largest 

outdoor sports area, with facilities for football, rugby, cricket, tennis 

courts etc, as well as an athletic track, all centred around ‘The Hub’ - the 

park's community sports pavillion. The Grand Central canal runs along 

the length of the park's north-east border, and it is here that London's Zoo 

is also located. Also near the canal is the capital's largest Mosque 'London 

Central Mosque,' (open to visitors) - its large Golden Dome is one of the 

park’s major landmarks. 

 

9.5 Attractions 

 Madame Tussauds 

Madame Tussauds contains wax figures that include historical and royal 

figures, film stars, sports stars and famous murderers. It also has a ride 

called "The Spirit of London". It was set up by wax sculptor Marie 

Tussaud, who established her first permanent exhibition on Baker Street 

in London in 1835 before moving to its current location on Marylebone 

Road in 1884.  
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 Covent Garden 

Covent Garden is one of London's more famous 'markets', selling 

antiques, arts & crafts and other knic-knacs, but a lot more goes on here 

than mere shopping. The biggest draw for tourist are the many buskers: 

from juggling, to knife throwing, to improvisation comedy, or even 

classical music and opera singing - all free! The atmosphere is most alive 

from midday to late evening. The more light hearted and traditional 

busking skills take place on the cobbled piazza in front of St Paul's 

Church (The Actor's Church) - generally 10:30am to 7pm - a place highly 

prized by buskers, and here the entertainment provided is far from 

amateur, and best of all it is free! However, it is traditional once the act 

has finished to make a contribution, if you enjoyed watching the show 

then remember to drop some coins in the collection box (traditionally a 

hat). There a plenty of places to eat in Covent Garden, from expensive 

restaurants to pub meals, from cafes to food stalls. On a hot summers day, 

a pleasant place to relax and eat sandwiches in the churchyard/garden of 

St Paul's Church. There are plenty of pubs in Covent Garden, one of the 

most famous being "The Punch and Judy" named after the very first ever 

performed Punch and Judy show that took place in Covent Garden in the 

mid 17th century. The pub has an upstairs balcony which overlooks 

Covent Garden Piazza, making it a great place to view the street 

performances.  
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Covent Garden (originally Convent Garden), takes its name from the fact 

it was once land belonging to the ancient order of Benedictine's monks of 

St Peter's Westminster, founded in the 10th century. With the dissolution 

of the monsateries by Henry VIII the land passed into the hands of the 

monarchy. The modern history of Covent Garden begins in the 1630's 

when Inigo Jones designed St Paul's Church, a piazza and a public market 

square. It was one of the first experiments in London town planning, and 

the creation of the first public square in the country. After the Great fire 

of London, Covent Garden became London's main Fruit, Vegetable and 

Flower Market.  

 Thames River Cruise 
 

 

 

A cruise along the river Thames is a relaxing way to see some of 

London's famous landmarks: Houses of Parliament; Tower of London, 
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Shakespeare’s Globe, the South Bank etc. There are a number of services 

offering boat rides on the river, from a simple ferry service that will take 

you from one pier to another, to a round trip cruise with commentary that 

point out all the important landmarks. Westminster Pier, which is close to 

Big Ben, is popular with tourists and here you will find a number of 

company’s offering river cruises. Many company’s offer ‘rover’ tickets, 

which allow you to hop on and off the boat at different piers throughout 

the day. Many company’s also offer a dinner cruise, afternoon tea cruise, 

or even a night disco cruise, depending on your tastes. 

 

10. Post-Program Evaluation of the Outcomes 

During the implementation of the present project there was a focus 

on learner-centeredness taking into consideration 4th grade learners’ 

English language competence level, their background knowledge of the 

topic, their expectations, their different learning styles, needs and 

collaborative skills. To this end, learners were engaged in various 

differentiated tasks such as viewing, listening, reading, drawing, coloring 

and other fun activities (see the Appendices) increasing their motivation 

and achieving their active involvement in the project towards 

familiarizing them with the capital of England. Learners had the 

opportunity to work either as individuals or in groups in order to research 

the London topic in internet by themselves or in other sources, that is to 

‘learn by doing’ in an autonomous way. The information gathered 

regarding London setting and sights/landmarks/attractions was presented, 

processed and consolidated in the classroom using printable worksheets 

for kids from the web as well as other stimulating activities (see the 

Appendices).  

To conclude, this project implementation gave learners the 

opportunity not only to learn about the capital of England by ‘travelling 

online’ to London thanks to internet technology but also to develop their 

cultural awareness of the target language as well as their intercultural 

consciousness by making comparisons and noticing similarities and/or 

differences between the target culture and the Greek culture. In this way, 

they also realized the need to recognize and tolerate cultural differences 
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respecting foreign cultures and people from other countries. Last but not 

least, regarding the development of learners’ cognitive skills, they 

practiced further their foreign language skills through reading, viewing, 

listening, speaking and writing tasks in English, especially their ‘lexis’. 

Moreover they practiced their internet and Webquest skills developing a 

positive attitude towards both self-directed learning and peer 

collaboration.  
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Websites  

 
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKNBIitoXMQ  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7rDMy9Ql_A  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8Y8rhLirRw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8KBgW8c_Mk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUke3Hnv8o4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3mpgPpP1jw 

http://www.topsightseeing.com/england/london/topsights/  

http://www.jigsawplanet.com/mtzotzou/London02  

http://users.sch.gr/mtzotzou/Quiz%20on%20Great%20Britain.htm  

http://www.ukguide.org/london/attract.html  

http://www.inlondonguide.co.uk/underground-tube-maps.html  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism_in_London  

http://www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon/Sightsandstories/Prisoners/Towe

rs/TheWhiteTower  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_British_royal_residences  

http://www.travelchannel.com/interests/arts-and-culture/articles/britains-

top-10-castles  

https://www.google.gr/search?q=london+sightseeing+spot&sa=X&biw=1

366&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ei=xGfOVKKRFYuAU

brpg4AP&ved=0CGkQsAQ  

http://www.theoriginaltour.com/kids-club/colouring-game/index.htm  

http://www.theoriginaltour.com/virtual-tour.htm  

http://www.theoriginaltour.com/kids-club/shuffle-game/index.htm  

http://www.gonewiththefamily.com/gone-with-the-family-

adv/2012/07/visiting-london-with-kids.html  

https://en.islcollective.com/resources/printables/worksheets_doc_docx/lo

ndon/london-elementary-a1/1608  
 

*Note: Almost all audiovisual material, worksheets and pictures included 

in this project were drawn from the web using the GOOGLE search 

engine. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKNBIitoXMQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7rDMy9Ql_A
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8KBgW8c_Mk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUke3Hnv8o4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3mpgPpP1jw
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http://www.jigsawplanet.com/mtzotzou/London02
http://users.sch.gr/mtzotzou/Quiz%20on%20Great%20Britain.htm
http://www.ukguide.org/london/attract.html
http://www.inlondonguide.co.uk/underground-tube-maps.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism_in_London
http://www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon/Sightsandstories/Prisoners/Towers/TheWhiteTower
http://www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon/Sightsandstories/Prisoners/Towers/TheWhiteTower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_British_royal_residences
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APPENDIX I: WORKSHEETS 
 

1. VIEWING TASKS 
 

Learners are asked to watch twice the following two you-tube videos 

about London sights/attractions in order to do the following tasks.  

 
 

 

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKNBIitoXMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7rDMy9Q1_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7rDMy9Q1_A


 51 

While-Viewing Task: Taking notes & Matching 

- Matching 

1. Big Ben a. it’s a church 

2. Harrods b. red in colour 

3. London Eye c. black cabs 

4. Buckingham Palace d. it’s a river 

5. Tower of London e. it’s the most famous wheel 

6. London taxis f. it’s a department store 

7. London buses g. it’s a clock tower 

8. St Paul’s Cathedral h. crown jewels  

9. Covent Garden i. guardsmen 

10. Thames j. park 

  

Post-Viewing Task: Filling & Matching 

 - Fill in the gaps in the following paragraphs using present forms of 

the verbs in brackets: 

A. This ………… (be) where the Queen of Britain ……………. (live). 

The palace …………….(have got) 600 rooms but the Queen 

…………..(live) only in about a dozen rooms on the first floor. When the 

Queen ………… (be) at home, a flag ……….. (fly) above the palace. 

There ………… (be) always guardsmen outside the palace, and everyday 

there ………… (be) a “Changing of the Guard”. 

 

B. It ………….. (be) an old fortress near the river Thames. In the past it 

was also a palace and a prison. Some people …………… (believe) that 

ghosts of famous men and women still …………….. (live) in it. Today it 

…………… (be) a museum where you can see the Crown Jewels and a 

great collection of armour. 

 

C. This ……………. (be) the place where the leaders of the country 

…………. (speak). There ……………...(be) two “Houses”: the House of 

Commons and the House of Lords. Next to the Houses of Parliament 
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there ………….. (be) the clock tower with the famous Big Ben. It 

………….. (be) a big Bell that you can hear at every hour.  

 

D. It ………….. (be) famous for its great collection of treasures from all 

over the world. There …………… (be) over 90 galleries with Egyptian, 

Greek, Roman and Asian collections. This …………… (be) where you 

can find the Greek (Elgin) Marbles. Lord Elgin took these marbles from 

the Acropolis of Athens and brought them to Britain in 1823. 

 

- Match the following titles of London sights with the above 4 

paragraphs: 

1. The British Museum  ………… 

2. Buckingham Palace ………… 

3. The Tower of London …………. 

4. Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament …………. 
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2. WORD SEARCH TASKS 
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3. MATCHING TASK 
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4. LONDON ALPHABET TASK  
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5. BOGGLER PUZZLE TASK 
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6. WORD SCRAMBLE TASK 
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7. LONDON MAZE TASK 
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APPENDIX II: COLOURING TASKS 
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APPENDIX III: DRAWING TASKS 
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APPENDIX IV: LISTENING TASK 

Song: London Bridge Is Falling Down 

London Bridge is falling down, 
Falling down, falling down. 

London Bridge is falling down, 
My fair lady. 

 
Build it up with iron bars, 

Iron bars, iron bars, 
Build it up with iron bars, 

My fair lady. 
 

Iron bars will bend and break, 
Bend and break, bend and break, 

Iron bars will bend and break, 
My fair lady. 

 
Build it up with gold and silver, 
Gold and silver, gold and silver, 
Build it up with gold and silver, 

My fair lady. 
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APPENDIX V: e-PUZZLES 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.jigsawplanet.com/mtzotzou/London02
http://www.jigsawplanet.com/mtzotzou/London02
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APPENDIX VI: QUIZ 

 

 
 

 

 

http://users.sch.gr/mtzotzou/Quiz%20on%20Great%20Britain.htm
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APPENDIX VII: COLLAGE TASKS-POSTERS 
 

 
1. A Class Poster 

 

 
2. A Poster by Niki Lyrou
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APPENDIX VIII: YOU-TUBE VIDEOS 
 

 

  

  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKNBIitoXMQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7rDMy9Q1_A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7rDMy9Q1_A
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8Y8rhLiRw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8Y8rhLiRw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8KBgW8c_Mk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8KBgW8c_Mk
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUke3Hnv8o4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUke3Hnv8o4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3mpgPpP1jw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3mpgPpP1jw
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APPENDIX IX: MAP OF CENTRAL LONDON 

 

 
 



 75 

APPENDIX X:  

LEARNERS’ COLOURING WORKS 
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APPENDIX XI:  

LEARNERS’ DRAWING WORKS 
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APPENDIX XII: LEARNERS’ CRAFTS 

 

 
 

 

BIG BEN BY NIKI LYROU (4TH GRADE) &  

THE LONDON BRIDGE BY ELENI CHRA (5TH GRADE) 
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APPENDIX XIII: CLASS-WORK SNAPSHOTS 
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APPENDIX XIV: A STORY-BOOK OF LONDON 
 

 

 
By Paraskevi Dimopoulou 


