
New warnings for video games

	Britain will soon start using a new ratings system for video games. Government officials have decided to use the PEGI (Pan-European Game Information) warning symbols so parents know what games to buy their kids. There are eight easily recognizable icons, in addition to coloured signs that represent ages 3, 7, 12, 16 and 18 and over. The symbols will show if the game contains any bad language, discrimination, gambling, drugs, horror, sex, and dating. There is another symbol to show the game is only online. Dr. Richard Wilson, an industry expert, said: "Game developers will welcome the new PEGI system, as it makes classification easier.” The PEGI website says companies like Sony, Microsoft and Nintendo support the symbols.

TIGA, the video game trade association, created the PEGI system. Its website says: “Interactive computer game playing is now a mass-market leisure activity, with millions of players throughout Europe. While most games are suitable for players of all ages there are many that are only suitable for older children and younger teenagers.” Alongside the new symbols PEGI will also offer additional advice to parents. This will help to explain different types of violence in games. Examples include "extreme violence,” the showing of “criminal techniques” and the “glamorization of crime”. The system is now used throughout Europe. It is a model that shows how Europe can work together to protect children.


2. GAMES SYMBOLS: Complete this table by matching the symbol with the meaning. Do you think the symbol used is good- explain your answer
	Symbol
	
	Meaning
	A good symbol?
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	a. Gambling
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	b. Sex / nudity
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	c. Online game
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	d. Bad language
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	e. Discrimination
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	f. Violence
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	g. Fear
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	h. Drugs
	


3. Which of these two statements do you agree with? Why?

            A)  There should be no age limits for video games; 
 B)  There should be very strict age limits on video games.  

4. Many people say that video games are violent but so is television, Do you think everything should be rated? Rate the following and be prepared to explain your decisions: 10 = adults only; 1 = anyone OK.
· people using drugs

· songs with explicit lyrics

· scenes of people smoking

· racism

· kissing

· blood

· news containing images of dead people

· shooting

· nudity

· gender discrimination

· violent and foul language
5. TRUE / FALSE: Look at the article’s headline and guess whether these sentences are true (T) or false (F):

	a.
	Experts have warned video games are dangerous for teenagers.
	T / F

	b.
	New logos on games will help parents choose correctly for their kids.
	T / F

	c.
	One symbol means the game can only be played over the Internet.
	T / F

	d.
	Big game makers are against the new symbols.
	T / F

	e.
	A trade association says computer games are massive in markets.
	T / F

	f.
	The association said there are games that anyone of any age can play.
	T / F

	g.
	Extra information will tell people about the kind of violence in games.
	T / F

	h.
	The symbols provide an example of the world working together.
	T / F


6. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonyms from the article:

	1.
	ratings
	a.
	made

	2
	officials
	b.
	back

	3.
	recognizable
	c.
	extra

	4.
	expert
	d.
	representatives

	5.
	support
	e.
	right

	6.
	created
	f.
	classification

	7.
	leisure
	g.
	across

	8.
	suitable
	h.
	free time

	9.
	additional
	i.
	clear

	10.
	throughout
	j.
	specialist



