Trinacria/Sicily: The Land of Cyclopes and Laestrygonians

Euripides and Thucydides identified Sicily / Trinacria with the land of Cyclopes and
Laestrygonians, whereas Thucydides considered one of the Lipari Islands as the

island of Aeolus.

Ulysses and his companions, on their way to the land of the Cyclopes, who «neither
assemblies for council have they, nor appointed laws, but they dwell on the peaks of
lofty mountains in hollow caves, and each one is lawgiver [115] to his children and
his wives, and they reck nothing one of another», they made a stop on a small island
close to the Cyclopean shore: there they had a short rest before their conflict with the

monstrous giants, before the conflict of the civilised against the barbarians.

The music is from the album Musique de la Gréece Antique, by Atrium Music& de

Madrid, Gregorio Paniagua.
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Homer, Odyssey, book IX, 116-151

116 vijoog Emerta Ad el maEK AHéVOS TeTdvvoTay,
Yaing KvkAwnwv obte oxedov ovt’ anotnAov,
UAN)eoo’: €v O’ alyeg ATelQéoial Yeyaaoy

&yoLaL: oV HEV Y TATOS avOQWTwV ATteQUKEL,

120 o0d¢ v elooryvevot kvvnyétal, ol e kad ANV
AAYea TAOXOLOV KOQUPAS 00wV EPEmOoVTEC.

oUT’ doat MolpVN oW kataloxetat oUT aEdToLoLy,
BAA’ 1] v’ domtagTtog Kal dvijeoTog fjHata Tdvta
AvdEWV XNEevEL BOOKEL D€ Te PNKADAS ALY AC.

125 o0 yoap KukAwmneoot véeg méoa pATomtdonol,
000’ &vdEC VNV EVL TEKTOVEG, Ol KE KAUOLEV

viag évaoéApovg, al kev teAéolev Ekaota

adote’ Em’ avOpwnwy tkvebpevatl, old te ToAAX
&vdoeg €m’ dAAAAovg ynuolv Teedwaot OdAacoav:
130 ol k¢ odpv kat VooV EVKTILEVNV EKALLOVTO.

0V UEV YAQ TLKakN Ve, PEQOL D€ KeV oL TAvTaL:

€V HEV Yoo Aeluwves adog moAoto ma’ 0xOag
VOENAOL HaAakol: HdAa k™ apOLToL apteAot lev.
€v 0" &poois Aein: paAa kev Badv Arjlov aiet

135 eic oo au@ev, enel pada o VT ovdAC.

€v 0¢ Alurv €voppog, v’ o0 Xoew TelopaTog EoTLy,
oUT’ eVVAS Paéety obTe TEUUVIOL avapal,

OAN’ érukéAoavTag petval Xoovov el 0 Ke VauTéwy
Bupog émotoLvn) kal EMIMVEVOWOLV ANTAL

140 a0t €mi keatog Aévog Géet ayAaov Hdwo,
KkENvn VO oTtelovg: TeQL O atyelotL mePvATLY.
évOa katemAéopev, kai Tig Oeog 1yepdvevev

vOkTa dL” 0pdvainv, ovdE moovdaivet’ WDéoOat:
a1 Yo TeQl VIuoi Pabel’ 1), o0dE oeArvn

145 ovpavdBev moovdatve, katelxeto de vedéeaov.
€vO’ oV TIc TV vijoov €0édoaicev 0POaApoioty,
oUT’ 0VV KOHATA LAKQX KUALVOOUEVA TTQOTL X€Q0OV
eloidopev, mElv vijag EVOTEApOVG EMkéATAL.
KkeAoaon oL de vuol kabeidopev lotia mavta,

150 £k d¢ kal avTol Pripev €mi Onyupivt Oar&oongc:
EvOa d' amoPotéavteg éuetvapev Ho diav.

English translation

116 “Now there is a level isle that stretches aslant outside the
harbor, neither close to the shore of the land of the Cyclopes, nor
yet far off, a wooded isle. Therein live wild goats innumerable, for
the tread of men scares them not away, [120] nor are hunters won’t
to come thither, men who endure toils in the woodland as they
course over the peaks of the mountains. Neither with flocks is it
held, nor with ploughed lands, but unsown and untilled all the
days it knows naught of men, but feeds the bleating goats. [125] For
the Cyclopes have at hand no ships with vermilion cheeks, nor are
there ship-wrights in their land who might build them well-
benched ships, which should perform all their wants, passing to the
cities of other folk, as men often cross the sea in ships to visit one
another — [130] craftsmen, who would have made of this isle also a
fair settlement. For the isle is nowise poor, but would bear all
things in season. In it are meadows by the shores of the grey sea,
well-watered meadows and soft, where vines would never fail, and
in it level plough land, whence [135] they might reap from season
to season harvests exceeding deep, so rich is the soil beneath; and
in it, too, is a harbor giving safe anchorage, where there is no need
of moorings, either to throw out anchor-stones or to make fast stern
cables, but one may beach one's ship and wait until the sailors'
minds bid them put out, and the breezes blow fair. [140] Now at
the head of the harbor a spring of bright water flows forth from
beneath a cave, and round about it poplars grow. Thither we sailed
in, and some god guided us through the murky night; for there was
no light to see, but a mist lay deep about the ships and the moon
[145] showed no light from heaven, but was shut in by clouds.
Then no man's eyes beheld that island, nor did we see the long
waves rolling on the beach, until we ran our well-benched ships on
shore. And when we had beached the ships we lowered all the sails
[150] and ourselves went forth on the shore of the sea, and there we
fell asleep and waited for the bright Dawn.
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