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Where is Greece located ?
Greece is located in the South-Eastern corner of Europe and at the Southernmost tip of the 
Balkan Peninsula. It unites three different continents (Europe-Asia-Africa)

Greece consists of two parts: The Μainland part and the Island part. The island part includes 
about 2000 islands and nearly 200 of them are inhabited (Cyclades-Dodecanese-Sporades-
Eptanisa, Crete)



Which is the capital city and the most 
famous attraction in Greece?
The capital of Greece is Athens. It is located in Central Greece 

The most famous attraction is the Parthenon. It was built  447 B.C.
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Mount Olympus

Which is the highest mountain in Greece?
• Mountain Olympus 

What did ancient Greek people think about 
the mountain Olympus?
• Ancient Greeks believed that 12 Gods 

lived on this sacred mountain 



Ancient Greece

What did the Greeks do over the years? 

• They contributed to philosophy, 
mathematics, astronomy, theatre, poetry 

Important sacred historical places of Greece 

• Athens

• Delphi

• Olympia

• Delos

• Elefsina
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Elefsina
Elefsina is a suburban city and a municipality in the West Attica
regional unit of Greece.

It is located in the Thriasio Plain, at the northernmost end of the
Saronic Gulf. North of Elefsina there are the cities of Mandra and
Magoula, while the city of Aspropyrgos is located to the northeast.

It is the site of the Eleusinian Mysteries and the birthplace of
Aeschylus.

Today, Elefsina is a major industrial centre, with the largest oil
refinery in Greece as well as the home of the Aeschylia Festival, the
longest-lived arts event in the Attica Region.

On 11 November 2016, Elefsina was named the European Capital of
Culture for 2021, which became effective in 2023 due to the COVID-19
pandemic postponement.



Why is Elefsina so important ?
In ancient times, Eleusis haw been one of the five holy cities for more than 2,000 years (1600 BC - 400 AD).

The Eleusinian Mysteries had been attracting pilgrims from all over the world.

The name of the city became even more famous thanks to the great tragic poet Aeschylus .

Eleusinia was a celebration and a sacramental ceremony. The initiation was aimed at reconciliation with death

and the expectation of the afterlife, and for this reason it had great appeal at the time.

The essence of the Eleusinian mysteries remains something of an unknown.

In this ceremony, people move through the Sacred Way in order to participate to the mystery.



Aeschylus

Aeschylus was indeed initiated into the Eleusinian Mysteries.

He was considered to have a great deal of mystical theological knowledge. 

Through his tragedies he uses a background identified with the philosophical and religious system of the time. 

The sanctity of the myths he used in his tragedies aims to convey the truth as well as values and lessons that 
reflect our social, political and human condition.

A great ancient Greek tragedian, often described as the father of tragedy. 

The understanding of Greek tragedy is largely based on inferences made from reading his plays.

According to Aristotle, he expanded the number of characters in the theatre and allowed conflict 
among them. Formerly, characters interacted only with the chorus.



Elefsinian Mysteries
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Elefsinian Mysteries

Elefsinian mysteries were a celebration and a secret ceremony

which took place in Eleusis, Attica,

in honour of goddess Demeter and her daughter Persephone.



Persephone’s Myth

 Persephone was an ancient greek goddess, the beloved daughter of Demeter, goddess of 
agriculture, and Zeus, the great father of all gods.

 Hades was amazed by Persephone’s beauty. He fell in love with her and abducted her to the 
Underworld.

 Zeus ordered Hades to release Persephone. Hades did not want to let her free. 

 In the end, Hades, agreed to let her return and stay with her mother Demeter for six months. Then 
the Earth blossomed and it was Spring

 Then she had to return and stay  in the Undrerworld for six months . Then the flowers and plants 
died and it was Winter.



The meaning of Persephone’s Myth
The Myth of Persephone explains

• the change of seasons, as well as 

• the eternal circle of the death and rebirth of Nature

How did the ancient Greeks honor their goddesses Demeter and Persephone?

There were two kinds of Mysteries : 

• the Lesser and 

• the Greater Mysteries.

The ceremonies started from Athens and the pilgrims walked towards the temple of Demeter in 
Eleusis through the Sacred Way.



ANCIENT TEMPLE IN ELEFSINA



Eleusis in recent years
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The Sea of Eleusis
Once Eleusis didn't have any refineries or pollution. 

The sea was a beautiful place and a lot of people would prefer to come and swim, fish or do 
other activities in the coastal Elefsina.

Unfortunately, nowadays people don’t prefer to swim in Eleusis because of the pollution and 
the refineries have affected in a bad way the beautiful sea of Eleusis



Industries
The Soap Factory was founded in 1875 by the Harilaou brothers. It operated with the help of steam and 
had olives aw its main material. It closed in the 60s.

The Kronos Distillery it was founded in 1922 for wine production. The source of energy was oil and the 
main material was and grapes. It closed in 1986.



Industries
The Olive Industry was founded in the 50s by the olive producers union. It helped the economy to 
flourish after the war period. It is now closed and is being used as a sport center. 

The Titan Cement Industry was founded in 1902. It is a cement factory located in the coastal area 
of Eleusis and it is still operating nowadays. 



Eleusis in recent years

The Industrial development started in 1880. 

The most popular industrials are: 

• The Titan Cement Industries ( 1902 )

• The Kronos Distillery ( 1922 )

• The Soap Factory ( 1875 ) 

• The Olive Industry ( 1950 )



Residents of Eleusis
Initially, Eleusis consisted to a large extent of Arvanites. 

Later, in 1922, during and after the Asia Minor disaster, a large wave of Asia Minors came to 
Eleusis and doubled its population. 

Nowadays a lot of immigrants tend to come in Eleusis to improve the quality of their lives working 
in several industries.
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European Capital Of Culture

In 1985, Melina Mercouri, Greece’s Minister of Culture 
came up with the idea 

of designating an annual City of Culture 

so as to bring Europeans closer together by highlighting 

the richness and diversity of European cultures and 

raising awareness of their common history and values

On February 4, 2023, Elefsina was officially declared the European Capital of Culture.

For more than two thousand years Eleusis hosted a ritual that was not just a religious celebration but 
constituted the quintessence of ancient Greek religion and philosophy. 

The Eleusinian Mysteries



The Benefits for Elefsina

The very 
proposal of 

Elefsina focuses 
on the 

development 
and qualitative 

upgrading of 
the city



The Opening Ceremony
The Opening Ceremony and the official launch of the artistic program of the 2023 Eleusis 
Cultural Capital of Europe began on Saturday, February 4 in Elefsina. 

The lights are on the city as it celebrates an important moment in its modern history.



Thank you 
for watching !!!

We are looking forward to hosting you 
in Greece!!! 


