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The Marasleion School of Primary Education, as its full name is, played a prominent role in
the history of Greek Education during the 20th century, being associated with the most
important educational reforms and developments.

The ‘beautiful’ building, as it was called, was built on a 10-acre plot of land on Marasli Street,
which was offered to the Government by the Monastery of the Holy Incorporeal Taxiarchis
(Petraki Monastery), on the initiative of the Teachers' Association of Greece. The
construction plans of the building were supervised by the architect Dimitris Kallias, while the
national benefactor Gregorios Maraslis, in whose honour the Didactical School was named
Marasleio, covered the entire expenses of its construction and equipment with teaching
aids. The building plans provided for a two-storey building on neoclassical architecture with
a marble entrance and porches with a large courtyard and a garden. According to the
original plan, two buildings were built; the main building, intended for the Teachers' School,
and the 'Aristotle' building, intended for the Model Primary School, which first opened in
1910 and was later attached to the Teachers' School for the internship and education of the
teachers and kindergarten teachers.

Two of the most important personalities who served in the Teaching School, pioneers of the
Educational Group, are Alexandros Delmouzos and Dimitris Glinos. These two great
educators managed to leave their mark on the history of the Didactical School, and to play a
key role in the educational events of Greece with their action and their innovative ideas and
attitudes. It is worth mentioning, among others, the important pedagogue Elias Vigopoulos,
who served as a Professor and Director of the Marasleio Teaching School in the 1970s.

For three decades the building operated as a Teaching School for the training of Primary
Education teachers. From 1933, the year in which the training of Primary School teachers
was taken over by the Pedagogical Academies, until 1987 the Marasleios Pedagogical
Academy operated in the premises of the Teaching School. The students who were trained
at the Pedagogical Academy taught as 'cadets' in the Model Primary Schools under the
Marasleio Academy and after completing their studies they staffed the country's public
schools.

Since 1995, in accordance with order No. F.27/148/G7/160 they were named Experimental
Primary Schools and were incorporated into the Pedagogical Department of the University
of Athens, which is also responsible for the pedagogical-educational part.
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