


SAINT NICHOITA\_S OF MYRA IS THE PRIMARY
INSPIRATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN FIGURE OF
SANTA CLAUS.
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HE WAS A4TH CENTURY GREEK CHR.IH'STIAIR\I BISHOPHH
OF MYRA(NOW DEMRE)IN LYCIA A PROVINGE-OF THE
BYZANTINE ANATOLIA NOW_IN TURKEN o :
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THREE IMPOVERISHED DAUGHTERS OF A PIQUS

CHRISTIAN WITH DOWRIEm THEY ViLO LD
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N 1087 THE ITACTAN CITY OF BARI, WANTING 10O EN

PROFITABLE PILGRIMAGE INDUSTRY OF THE TIMES,
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MOUNTED AN EXPED#TION* Q. LO ATE THE TOMB
OH THE{}I-I-R-IS'-FJANSAINTAND PR G‘n URE HIS REMAINS




THE RELIQUARY OF STNICHOLAS WAS DESECR
ITALIAN SAILORS AND THE SPOILS ,INCLUDING HIS
TAKEN TO BARI WHERE THEY ARE KEPT TO THIS
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A.%ASILICA WAS CONSTRUCTEDSTHE S
STORE THE LOOTAND THE AREA BEC;
SITE FORTHE DEVOUT,
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IRISH HISTORIANS SAY THAT HIS REMAINS WERE I\/IOVE\bqr
ON AGAIl\igEROM ITALY TO JERPOINT ABBEY IN COUNTY,
KILKENNY‘_%HERE HIS GRAVE CAN STILL BE SEEN.
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LAIMED AS A PATRON SAINT
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F PS. FROM*)ARCHERS A
CHILDREN 1:0.;;% BROKERS




~HE |S ALSO.1THE F_’ATRON SAINT OF BOTH AMSTERDAM. .-
. AND MOSCOW, . .




CHURCH OF ST.NICHOLAS
MYRA (KALE/DEMRE)
IN ANTALYA/TURKEY
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SAINT NICHOLAS'S
CITIES

PATARA AND MYRA
(IN ANTALYA/TURKEY)



A PICTURE OF SOME OF THE RUINS AT PATARA.NOTE A
CITY GATE AT THE LOWER LEFT CORNER AND THE
THEATRE SET IN THE HILLSIDE.







AVIEW OF THE PARTIALLY RESTORED MAIN STREET
OF PATARA.
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MYRA'S ANTIQUE THES
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ST. NICHOLAS' S REAL GRAVE







CHRISTMAS IN TURKEY
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