


CHRISTMAS | THE MoST REAUTLFUL DAY of THE YEAR

MODERN LIFE AND NEW WAYS of
COMMUNICATION HAVE REMOVED MANY
TRADITIONS OF CHRISTMAS. SOME INSIST
ON MAINTAINING  THE TRADITION



CHRISTMAS TREE

THE DECORATION Of THE
CHRISTMAS TREE 1S THE ESSENCE
of CHRISTMAS. THE CcuSToM 1V
GREECE HAS FORETGN ORIGIN AND
WAS TMPORTED BY THE BAVARTANS,
THE FIRST TREE WAS DECORATED
IN THE PALACE of KING OTHON
IN 1833 AND THEN IN ATHENS,
SINCE WoRLD wAR 11, ALL GREEK
HOUSES DECORAT € THE TREE '-
WITH COoLOURED BALLS.
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CHRISTMAS PASTRY

A.-part' from ﬂ\e Ch ristmas tree '
ﬂ\e ‘\OM'SCW%VC'S prepare ﬂ\e
t‘\ ristmas pastry too.
i C}\ri'stma's pastry are: mel-omakarona,
chri'sto-p'soma, kura{aiede‘s,tﬁpl-es,etc






v sy |
. Greeks use to go to the church on christmas
early in the morning. Some years ago, they
u'setl to eat c‘ﬁcken Soup w}\en ﬂ\eg were
ret-urning frorn' the church. Nowatlag‘s theg eat
turkey , lamb, pork, salads and they drink red
or white wine.
_HoweVer, ‘several areas {n ﬂse 'countrv kee-p
the custom in eating chicken soup, e's-pecial-l‘g

th our area, T‘\e'ssalg.






CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Whe doesn 't sing carols as a child!

In Greece, children sing the carols on christmas
eve and on new year s eve, going from house to
house. People give them tips and wishes for
christmas and the new Hear"s day. The children
use some in'stmments to -pl-ag ﬂ\e carol-‘s, l-"(e

friahgl-e,









Santa
Claus!!!

Our Santa
Claus is saint

Vasilios
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IN ORTHODOX CHURCH THE
SAINT VASILIOS WAS THE
BISHOP of CAESAREA

He founded in his area hospitals ,orphanages, nursing

homes and spent all his property to help pecple.

Hi's name is connected to the new gear,‘s cake that
we make,

Tradiﬁon says ﬂ\at* }\e wahfet’ to return to ﬂ\e »peopl-e
of the province, precious jewels that had been given
to him, (He was going to give these jewels to the

Roman Ofﬁcial's who threatened to de'strog the
region). The Romans got away from the area without
takihg the jewel's. He wanted to return the jewelfs
’,'mt he ditln’t know which jewelfs belonged to whom. jmg
ﬂ\erefore, he ordered to put each o‘f them in 2 pte ’
and to share the pies to the people, So, everyone
took a pie with a jewel inside.




KING CAKE

e WE CALL KING CAKE THE PIE WE
MAKE WITH A COIN INAT oN NEW
YEAR'S EVE AND WE CUT AND SHARE
1T SHORTLY AFTER THE NEW YEAR
GHANGE. WE DO 1T AS A MEMORY of
SAINT VASILIOS PLES. |















CHRISTMAS CARDS

The christmas and new year's cards are an integral complement
to the ho[it’ags, The cards are J'(sp’agetl Pﬁmrﬂg the birth of
Christ in the manger, the three wise men with the gifts, angels
and stars] The wish fs: “Memy Christmas and 2 Happy New
Year”.

In Greece , the cards were presented in the early 20t century
by Greek immigrants in the United States and Australia.
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CHRISTMAS 1N SCHooL
1T PRIMARY. SCHOOL
of PLATYKAMPOS
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