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Stetia 2020 - 2021 mepAapBavet yla tnv matpida pag, kat oxt

pévov, Suo ekatpetikd onpavtikd opdonpa. To 2021 onpatodotel
™ oupmAnpwon 200 etwv amd tnv évapén tng Emavdotaong tou 1821
IOV 081yNoE otnv amotiva&n Tou Jakpaiwvou oBwpavikou {uyou, Tnv
ameAeuBépwan tou EBvoug Kal tn Snpoupyla aveEaptnTtou EMNVIKOU
KpAtoug. To 2020 twdtal pla akopn L8laitepa onPAavtikr eMETeLog: H
mapélevon 2500 eTwv armo Tn Paxn Twv OgpPoTIUAWY Kal TN vaupayia
™G ZaAapivag. Tipwvtal Vo yeyovota ou onpddedav tnv eE€ALEN
Twv MePOLKWV MOAEPWY Kal ETNPEACAV KABOPLOTLKA OE TIOAAATIAG
ETTIESA TN PETETELTA EAMANVLK, AAAG Kal TV TtaykdopLa Lotopia Kat
TOV TIOALTLOO.

ESw kat 2.500 xpovLa, 0 SUTIKOG KOGHOG avayvwplleL 0Tn VIKNYOpo
€KBacn Twv MndLkwv éva yeyovog Ttou cUVERAAE KABOPLOTLKA OTN
Sldowon kat ePTESwaon tou apyatou EANANVIKOU KAAOLKOU TIOALTLOHOU,
AELTOUPYWVTAG KATAAUTIKA YLA TN PLAOGOMLK), TIOALTLKNA KAl KAAALTEXVL-
KN €kpnén TIou akoAoUBNoE v cuVEXELA UTIO TN (PUOLKI) KAL TIVEUHATLKNA
nyeola tng abnvaikng dnpokpatiag. H BplapBeutikn vikn el tng au-
ToKpaTOpLag TWV AXALPEVISWY SLECWOE TOV EAMANVLOHO, KAl KATEOTNOE
HOVASLKA TIOALTLOTIKA ETILTEVYHATA ATIOAUTWE EQLKTAL

Avapeoa otLg §pacelg ou To Yroupyeio MoAltiopol kat ABAnTLoy
TIPOYPAUMATLOE, YLa VA TLUAOEL TNV TIOAU GNHPAVTLKY QUTK) ETIETELO
elvat kat n Slopydvwan tng apBpwtng €kBeong «lotoping AmdSegLgy».
MpOKELTAL yLa L EKBEC CUVBETLKI Kal TIOAUETILTTES. Me apetnpla tig
apXQALES TINYEG KAL TLG UALKEG PHOpTUPLEG TOU TTaPEABOVTOC avaseLlkvU-
OVTAaL Ta PEYAAa LOTOPLKA yeyovoTd Ta otola kaboploav tnv mopeia
NG TayKOopLaG Lotopiag.

a tnVv Tpaypatomnoinon tng ékBeong ocuvepyaotnkav pe emtuyia
Mouoeia kat Epopeieg Apxatotritwy pe tn AtelBuvon ApXaLOAOYLKWY
Mouoeiwv, ExkBéoewv kal Exkmatdeutikwy Mpoypappdtwy. H emioyn
TWV £pYWV, N TEKUNPLWON KAl 0 CUCYETLOPOC PE TIG apXaleg TINYEG, N
HETAOTOLYELWON TNG LOTOPLKNAG TTANPOYOPLAG HE TPOTIO EUANTITO KAl Ka-
TavonTo amod Tov a0 ETILOKETTTN ATAV WLd TIPOKANGCN KAWVOPAVH|G, éva
eyxelpnua amaltnTkd, Tou aVTIPETWITLOTNKE P 0oBapdTtnTa, CUVETELA
KAl ETILHEAELQ, OSNYWVTAG O€ €va ATOTEAECHA APTLO KAl EVELAPEPOV.




Mapd\nAa, akoAouBwvTag TLG ETLTAYEG TNG oUYXPOVNG ETTOXNAG, N
HeTaypayn Tng €kBeong og PNYLaKO TEPLBANOV, EUTTAOUTLOPEVNG E
VEEG EVOTNTEG, ETILTPETIEL TIOAMATIAOUG YVWOTIKOUG KAl EPUNVEVTIKOUG
OUA\OYLOPOUG KaL ATTOTEAEL pLa TIPWTOTIOPLAK ATIOTIELPQ, TIOU OXESL-
AOTNKE KAl UAoTIOL)Bnke armd tn AteuBuvon Apxatoloylkwv Mouaoeiwy,
ExB¢oewv Kal Ekratdeutikwv Mpoypappdtwv. H Snuloupyia tng Ynet-
aKAG TAQTPOPHAG OPEIAETAL OTN YOVIUN cuvepyaotia pe EwtepLkoUg
OoUVEPYATEG, POopelg, pouoeia kat LEpupata amo tnv EANGSa kat to
€EWTEPLKO.

H YneLakn petaypapn TeEpLOSIKWY EKBECEWY aTTOTEAEL pLa TIOAU Be-
TWKN TIPWTOROUALG, TNV oTtola oelloupe va uttootnplEoUpE, WOTE
va emektaBel kal og avaloyeg Spdoelg otnv pooAn Tng €kBeong
TWV PoVipwv cuMoywv. H texvoloyia TIpooEpEL CrPEPA KaWOTOA
epyalela kat Snploupyel TpoUToBETELG TIApOXG UTINPESLWY LYNARG
TpootBEépevng aglag otn Slopyavwon Kabe eldoug ekBEcEwV. Me TV
merolBnon otL n €kBeon «lotoping ATOSEELG» PTIOPEL VA amoTeENETEL
TNV apxn yla avaAoyeG eKBECLOKEG SPATELG 0TO PNPLAKO PEANOV TWV
YTinpeoLwv Tou Yroupyeiou MoAttiopol kat ABAnTLopoUy, xatpeti{oupe
TNV TpooTdbeLa autn.

Oepueg euxapLotieg opeilovTal o€ OAO TO TIPOCWTILKO KaL TA OTEAEXN
TWV YTINPECLWV TOL YTIOUPYELOU, TIOU PETEXOUV GTNV 5LOPYAVWON TNG
OUYKEKPLUEVNG €KBEONG, Eva eyxelpnpa cUVBETO Kal amattnTikd, av
HAALota avaloylotoUpe TLG SUOKOAEG CUVBIKEG TToU SnLoVPYNOE o€
OAOUG N TTPWTOYVWPN UYELOVORLKN) Kplon.

Ap Alva Mevdwvn)
YTtoupyog MoALtiopou kat ABAnTLopoU




he Directorate of Archaeological Museums, Exhibitions and Educational

Programmes supports, coordinates and promotes the Archaeological Museums
of the country, pursues the promotion of their collections, advances scholarly
research and outreach by planning a large number of archaeological exhibitions in
Greece and abroad, designs and implements innovative educational actions fostering
expanded collaborations.
On the occasion of the anniversary of 2.500 years from the battle of Thermopylae
and the naval battle of Salamis, the Directorate, through its competent Department,
presents the modular and digital temporary exhibition under the title “Thermopylae
- Salamis. Proving History", outcome of the fruitful cooperation with the Peripheral
Directorates and the Museums of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports but also
with institutes, stakeholders and museums within Greece and abroad, to whom we
express our gratitude.

AteBuvon Apxatohoylkwv Moucesiwy, EkBEcewv Kal EkmatSeutt-

KWV Mpoypappatwy, uTtootnpilel, cUVTOVIZEL Kal TIPORANEL Ta
Apxatoloyilkd Mouoeia tng xwpag, EMSLWKEL TNV BEATLOTN avAdeLEn
TWV POUCELOKWY CUANOYWV TOUG, TIPOWBEL TNV ETILOTNPOVLKN €pEuva
Kal padl tnv eEwotpepeLa Pe TNV SLopydvwaon TToAUApLBuwyY apxato-
AOYLKWV EKBECEWV OTNV ENNVLKI ETILKPATELA KAL OTO EEWTEPLKO, OXESL-
AdeL KaL UAOTIOLEL KALVOTOHEG EKTIALSEUTLKEG SpATELG, uTtooTnpllovtag
EVEPYA SLEUPUPEVEG CUVEPYELEG.
Me tnv eukalpia Tng emeteiou Twv 2500 XpOVWV Ao TN PAXN TWV
OeppoTUAWV Kat tn vavpayia tng Zahapivag, n AtebBuvon, dia tou
apposiou Tunuatodg g, mapouotaletl tnv apbpwtr) Kat YPneLakn e-
pLOSLKN €kBeon pe Titho ‘latoping dmédeéis. OeppomUAss - Zadauiva.
Tekuripta lotoplac», amMOTENECHA TNG YOVLUNG cuvepyaatag pe Epopeleg
kat Mouoeta tou YMMOA, oM\G Kal Pe tSpupaTa, PoPELS Kal pouoeia
NG EMMASAC Kal Tou EWTEPLKOU, TOUG OTIO{OUG EUXAPLOTOUME KAl atto
autr) tn Béon.

AUxvog o€ popprj moAeuikoU mAolou. Tédog 5ou at. m.X.
Mouagio AkpémoAng

Lamp in the shape of a warship. Late 5th cent. BC
Acropolis Museum



IXTOPIHXZ AMTOAEZIX
THERMOPYLAE - SALAMIS
PROVING HISTORY

Here are presented the results of the enquiry carried out

by Herodotus of Halicarnassus. The purpose is to prevent the traces

of human events from being erased by time, and to preserve

the fame of the important and remarkable achievements produced

by both Greeks and non-Greeks; among the matters covered is, in particular,
the cause of the hostilities between Greeks and non-Greeks.

Herodotus, 1, preamble, translation Robin Waterfield, 2008.

hese are the words used by the historian Herodotus in the narration of the

events of the Persian Wars. Celebrating, this year, the anniversary of the 2,500
years since the battles of the Greeks at Thermopylae and Salamis, the Directorate of
Archaeological Museums, Exhibitions and Educational Programs aimed at coordinating
and connecting Museums of the Ministry of Culture and Sports in order to present the
modular exhibition “Proving History”.
Herodotus constitutes the main source on the period of the Persian Wars; however a
large number of other pieces of evidence are here to support and enhance his account.
The main concept of the exhibition is the presentation of the historic narrative based
on the study of the sources, i.e. texts and inscriptions, on the excavations and the
movable finds that these brought to light. By combining these pieces of evidence,
even little fragments insignificant at first glance, we can restitute the events, trace the
atmosphere of that era and reshape the total picture of the conflict of the two worlds,
East and West, which determined the course of History.

Mapudptvo moptpaito tou Hpoddtou. 206 at. p.X.
Mouaeio Apyaiag Ayopdg

Marble portrait head of Herodotus. 2nd cent. AD.
Ancient Agora Museum
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«Hpobdétou AAikapvnooéog ioToping améSeéis fide,

WG prjTe TG yevopeva €€ avBpwmwy T xpoévw éitna yévntal,
prite épya peyda te kai Owpaotd, T uév EMnoy,

10 6¢ BapPBdpotot amodeyOévta, dkAéa yévntarl Td e EMa

Kkai &t' fjv aitinv émoAéunoav aMrjoiot.»

O Hpsébotog amd v AAikapvaocod ekBeTel e5W TiG EpeLVES To,

yia va un EeBwpidoer pe Ta ypdvia 6,1t €yive amé Toug avOpwmoug,

priTe épya peyda kat Oavpaotd, mpayparomolnuéva dAa

amé toug EMnveg kat da amé toug BapPdpous, va ofrjcouv déoa
1Slaitepa yivetai ASyog yia v aitia mou autoi ToAéunoav ueta&t Toug.

Hpésotog, 1, mpooiuto, Mtpp. A. Mapwvitn, 1964.

M € TAAOYLO AUTA EEKLVA O LOTOPLKOG HpOS0TOG TNV €€LlOTOPNON TWV
YEYOVOTWV TwV MepOtkwv MOoAEPWY. TIHWVTAG PETOG TNV ETIETELO
Twv 2.500 Xpdvwv amod TLG HAXEG Twv EMVWVY oTL OgpPOTIUAEG KaL TN
TaAapiva, N AteuBuvon Apxatohoylkwv Mouceiwy, EkBéoswv kat Ekmat-
Seutikwv Mpoypappdtwy emidlwée va ouvtovioel kat va SLacuvseoel
Mouoeia tou Ymoupyeiou MoAtTlopoU kat ABANTLOPOU PE OKOTIO TNV
Tiapouciacn NG apBpwtng €kBeong «latoping dmose€ic.

Ma tnv meptodo Twv MNepotkwv MoAépwv o Hpddotog amotelel TNV
KUpLA avagopd - Wotdoo TToAUAPLOUa AAAA TEKUNPLA €pXOovVTal vVa
TIAQLOLWOOULV Kal va avasel&ouv tov Adyo tou. KevipLkr) L&A TG €k-
Beong amoteAel N Tapouciacn TG LOTOPLKAG aYrynong, 0Twg autn
OUYKPOTELTAL ATTO TN PEAETN TWV TINYWV, KELPEVWV KaL ETILYPAPWY, ATIO
TLG €pEUVEG TIESLOU, TLG AVAOKAYPEG KAL TA KLVNTA EUPHPATA TIOU QUTES
€QPEPAV OTO PWC. UVSUALOVTAC TA TEKPNPLA QUTA, aKOHA KAl Pkpd
OTIAPAYHATA ACHUAVTA OE TIPWTN PATLE, PTIOPOUE VA avacuvBEécou-
HE Ta yEyovoTa, VA OKLAYPAPHOOUE TNV aTHOo@aLpa TG ETTOXNG, Va
QVAmAAOOUE TN CUVOALKI £LkOVaA TNG CUYKPOUONG TWV SUO KOOHWVY,
AvatoAng kat Abong, Ttou kaBdpLoe tov pou tng lotoptag.



THE PERSIAN WARS

A ccording to Herodotus, one of the reasons for the Persian Wars was the ambition
of the Persians to conquer the Aegean Sea and the important Greek cities with
ulterior goal to expand their empire to the West.

Under the reign of Darius, the aid of the Athenians and Eretrians to the revolted lonians
of Asia Minor (499 BC) served as a pretext of the attack.

The first great clash of the opponents on Greek soil took place in 490 BC on the plain
of Marathon. The Athenian democracy, which had been established recently (508 BC),
was consolidated and reinforced through successfully withstanding a very powerful
enemy, against whom it deployed free citizens-hoplites.

The second Persian invasion took place in 480-479 BC. At Thermopylae, Artemision,
Salamis and Plataea the Greeks confronted Xerxes' numerous army, managing to resist
and finally prevail both on land and at sea.

The exhibition “Proving History" refers to these exact events. The finds presented in it
constitute the pieces of evidence, direct or indirect, of the historical narration. Around
the two main axes, set by the battle of Thermopylae and the naval battle of Salamis,
thematic units are developed, such as the strategic plan followed by the Greeks in
their confrontations with the Persians, the military gear of the warriors, the forging
of the strong Athenian naval power. Also, the question why the Persian Wars were
connected to the development of democracy and the flourishing of the Classical era,
arises, and an attempt is made to trace the echo of the victory both in antiquity and
in the following centuries.

ATk pedavopopen ArfikuBog AeukoU BdBoug e mapdatacn EAAnva moAepLatr mou
avTpETWI(eL VIKNPOpa TpeLs Mépaeg. 490-480 m.X. EOviko Apyatodoytké Mouaelo

Attic black-figure white-ground lekythos depicting a Greek warrior successfully fighting
against three Persians. 490-480 BC. National Archaeological Museum

Ol NEPZIKOI MOAEMOI

Z OpPwva Pe tov Hpddoto, éva amd ta altia yia ta MnSika ftav n
p0bokla twv MNepowv va kataldBouv to Alyalo Kat TLG CNUAVTLKEG
EMNVLKEG TIOAELG, E ATIWTEPO OTOXO TNV EMEKTACN TNG QUTOKPATOPLaG
Toug ot Auon.

Emtl Bao\elag tou Aapeiou, TV apoppn yla emibeon €é5waoe n BoriBsla
Twv ABnvalwv Kat EpeTpLéwV 0ToUG EMAVACTATNHEVOUG TWVEG TNG
Mukpag Aalag (499 T.X.).

H mpwtn peydAn cUpPagn TWV avTimaAwy OTPATEVHATWY O EAANVLKO
€8apog paypatorotrfnke to 490 T.X., otnv medLada tou Mapabwva.
H aBnvaikr nuokpatia, Tou eiye mpoowata eykabLspubet (508 T.X.),
QVTLPETWTILOE PE ETILTUYX LA Evav Loxupotato exBpo Tapatdooovtag
amévavti Tou EAeUBEPOUG TTOAITEG-OTIALTEG, EVIOXUBNKE Kal ESpaLWONKE.

H SeUtepn Tepotkr| ELOBOAN onpeLwONKe to 480-479 T.X. TIC Ogppo-
TIUAEG, TO ApTepioLo, TN Zahapiva kat TG MAatatég ol EAANVeG avape-
TPRBNKaV PE ToV TIOAUAPLBUO oTPaTO TOU =€pEn, Katawépvovtag va
avtiotabolyv Kat TeEAKA va uTtepLloUoouV TOo0 otnVv Enpd 600 Kal
otn BdA\acoa.

Yta yeyovota autd avagepetal n ékBeon «lotoping amosdegic». Ta
€uprHaTa Tou Tapouctalovtal armoTteEAOVV Ta TEKUNPLA, AUEDa 1 EU-
MEOQ, TNG LOTOPLKAG aprynone. MNipw amo toug U0 Bactkoug AEoVeG
TIoU opiouv N paxn TwWv OEPUOTIVAWY Kal N vaupayia tng ZaAapivag,
avantyooovtal BEPATLKEG EVOTNTEG OTIWG O OTPATNYLKOG OXESLAGHOG
TIoU akoAoUBnoav oL EAANVEG OTLG CUYKPOUGELG TOUG e Toug MEPOE,
0 €EOTIALOPIOG TWV POXNTWV KAL N 6@UPNAATNOoN TNG LoXUPNG abnvaiknig
VAUTLKNG SVvapng. TiBetal emiong Tto epwtnpa yatt ot Mepotkot Mo-
AgpoL cuVEEBNKaV PE TNV avartuén tng SnUoKpatiag Kat tnv avenon
TNG KAAOLKNG ETTOXNG KAl EMLYELPE(TAL VA avixVeUBel o amonyog Tng
vikNnG katd tnv apxatdtnta aAA Kat 0TOUG ALWVEG TIOU aKoAoUBnoav.



THE BATTLE OF THERMOPYLAE

he landscape of Thermopylae in antiquity was different than the present one. The

crossing of Thermopylae was possible through a trail about nine kilometers long
and up to 20 meters wide between the Malian Gulf and the steep slopes of Mount
Kallidromo.
It was from there that Xerxes' troops would pass on the summer of 480 BC, in order to
head south, towards Athens and the Peloponnese. It was there that the Greeks chose
to wait for them, since the narrow pass offered them the opportunity to neutralize
the numerical advantage of their opponents and to prevent the deployment of their
strong cavalry. Although it is not clear in the sources, modern historians estimate that
the Persian army counted 70,000-300,000 men, whereas the Greek one only 7,000.
Along with the army, the Greek fleet attempted to halt the advance of the enemies in
the sea at the nearby location of cape Artemision, in a naval battle with what proved
to be an ambivalent outcome.
The superior armament, the impeccable military training and the battle strategic plan
proved to be important advantages for the Greek side. The army, led by Leonidas, king
of Sparta, feinted a retreat in order to drag the Persians to the spot that was proper for
counterattack. For two days the Greek side managed to hold the pass without major
losses, until Ephialtes’ act of treason: he revealed to Xerxes the Anopaia path, the secret
trail, so the latter could surround the Greeks. Leonidas sent away the rest of his army
and defended the position until the end with 300 Spartans, 700 Thespians and 400
Thebans, thus gaining a place in history even more glorious than that of the winner.

Mapudptvo dyaApa omAitn amé to lepo tng ABnvag XaAktolkou atn Snaptn. Mbavitata
ToU BactAid tng Emaptng Acwvisa. 480-470 m.X. Apxatodoytké Mouaeio Smaptng

Marble statue of a hoplite from the Sanctuary of Athena Chalkioikos in Sparta,
known as “Leonidas”. 480-470 BC. Archaeological Museum of Sparta
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0 TOTTO TWV OEPHOTIVAWY GTNV aPXALOTNTA NTAV SLAPOPETLKO ATIO

TO onpePLVO. H SLdBaon twv OgpHOoTIUAWY MTav Suvatr] HECW EVOG
HovoTiatloU pHRKOUG eVvEa TIEPITTOU XIALOPETPWY Kat TIAATOUG £wg 20
METPQ, avapeoa otn BaAacoa Tou MaALaKOU KOATIOU KAl TLG ATIOTOMEG
TIAQYLEG TOU Opouc KaAiSpopiou.
ATo ekel Ba TiEpvoUoav Ta oTpATEVPATA TOoU =€pEn To Kahokaipl Tou
480 T.X. yla va petafouv votLa, Ttpog tTnv ABriva kat tnv MeAottovvnao.
Ekel eméAe€av va Toug TTEPLPEVOLV oL EAANVEG, KaBWG To 0TEVO TOUC
€6LVE TNV eukalpia va eE0VSETEPWOOLV TO APLOPNTLKO TIAEOVEKTN A
TWV QVTLITAAWY TOUG KaL VA PNV ETILTPEYOLV TNV avarttuén tou Loxupou
TOoUG LTTTitkoU. MoAovoTt Sev elval EekdBapo oTLg TNyES, oL GUyXPOovVoL
Lotoplkol uttoAoyilouv OTL 0 TIEPOLKOG 0TPaTog aplbuouoe 70 pe 300
XALASEC AVSPEG, EVW 0 EAMANVLKOG 7.000. MapdAAnAa e Tov oTpato, o
0TOAOG TWV EMVWV eTtLxelpnoe va avakoPeL Tnv TTopeia Twv exOpwv
otn BAdAaooq, otnv KovTvr) B€on Tou ApPTEPLOLOU, O pLa oUYKpoUaon
TI0U N €kPBaor) Tng amodeixbnke apwipporn.
O avWTEPOC OTIALOHOG, N APTLA OTPATLWTLKY EKTIALSEUON KAl N OTPATNYL-
KN TNG pAxnG amodelyBnkav oNPAVTIKA TINEOVEKTAHATA YLa TNV EANVLKNA
mAeupd. O oTpatdg, Pe nyetn Tov Aswvida, BactAld Tng Zmaptngc, TPoo-
TIOLBNKE UTIOXWPNON WOTE VA TTapacUpeL TOoUG MEPTEC 0To KATAANAO
onpelo yLa avtemniBeon. MNa U0 PEPEG, N EMNVLKI TIAEUPA KPATNOE TO
0TEVO XWPLG PEYOAEG ATTWAELEG, £WC TNV TIPodoaoia Tou EpLdAtn Tou
amokdAUYE otov Z€p&n tnv Avoraia atparmd, To JUOTLKO JOVOTIATL
yla va TIEPLKUKAWGEL TouG EAANVEG. O Aswvidag e5lwée Tov UTIOAOLTTO
OTPATO KAl UTtEpaoTiloTnKe TN B€on péxpL TéAoug pe 300 TTTapTLATEG,
700 ©¢oTielg kat 400 OnRatoug, kepdidovtag otnv lotopla pla Beon
TILO £VS0EN KL aTtd EKELVN TOU VIKNTHA.

XaAkweg atypég BeAwv avatoAikoU TUmou amé to mesio g pdyns twv OepuomuAwv. 480
m.X. (EBvikS Apxatodoyiké Mouaeio)

Bronze arrowheads from the battlefield of Thermopylae. 480 BC. (National
Archaeological Museum)



WEAPONRY: THE METAL WALL

he Greeks fought against the Persians to defend their land and freedom. Naturally,

they would not have been able to withstand an opponent so numerous, if they
didn't have the proper training and developed know-how regarding their military gear.
The hoplites, accustomed to hand-to-hand combat, constituted a compact metal wall,
the famous phalanx, a military formation which had been used for the first time by
Miltiades at Marathon. The Spartan phalanx was considered as the most powerful of
all, since the entire life of the Lacaedemonians was dedicated to the art of war.
The warriors wore Corinthian-type helmets, which covered the head and the neck,
leaving free space for the eyes, the nose and the mouth; they also wore a metal
breastplate, which protected them from the enemy spears and arrows. The hoplon,
the semicircular or round shield, had a wooden core, was covered in bronze and was
fastened firmly on the hand on two spots with leather handles. The warriors held the
shield with their left hand, protecting not only themselves, but also the uncovered right
side of their fellow warrior. With the other hand they held the spear, with a wooden
shaft and a bronze spearhead; it was about 1.80 m. long and it allowed strikes to the
enemy from a distance. The sword was used in case of a loss of the spear or in hand-
in-hand fights.
The numerous and diverse Persian army lined up facing the Greek phalanx. Coming
from the East, used to different weather conditions and environment, they bore a light,
inadequate weaponry, to the exception, naturally, of the select unit of the Immortals.

Tunpa miAwng HETOTNG e ametkovian omAtwy. 580-560 m.X. (ApxatoAoytké Mouaeio
Zndptng)

Clay metope fragment depicting hoplites. 580-560 BC.
(Archaeological Museum of Sparta)

ONAIZMOZXZ: TO METAAAIKO TEIXOX

0 L EM\nvEG amévavtL otoug MEPoEG pdxovtav yla va UTTEPAOTIL-
oToUV TN YN Kat Tnv eAeuBepia Ttouc. Asv Ba propovoav BERala
va avtiotaBouv og evav avtinalo téoo oAudpLlBpo dv Sev elyav tnv
KATAANAN ekmatl&euon Kat avartuypévn TEXVOYVWoLa 0TV TIOAEULKN
ekaptuon.

Ot omAiteg, ouvnBLopévol va Sivouv PAYEeC owpa HE owla, armoteholoav
€Va OUPTIAYEG, HETAALKO TElXOG, TNV TIEPLYNN pdAayya, oXnHATLOHOG
Ttou aLoTtoLBNKE yLa TTpwTn Yopd amod tov MITLadn otov Mapabwva.
loxupdTePN OAWV BewpolvTav n oTIAPTLATLKY, AQoU OA0C 0 Blog Twv
AaKeSALPOVIWY MTaV aQLEPWUEVOC OTNV TEXVN TOU TIOAEHIOU.

OL TIOAEPLOTEG (POpOoUCaV KPAVOG KopLVBLaKoU TUTIOU, TIOU KAAUTITE TO
KEPAAL KaL TOV AALPO, aprjvovtag EAeUBEPO XWPO yLa Ta Pdtia, tn puTn
KAl TO OTOUQ, KAl HETAAALKO BWPAKa TTOU TOUG TIPOOTATEVE ATIO TLG
EXOPLKEG NOYXEG Kal BEAN. To OmAov, N NULKUKALKN 1] 0TpoyyUAn aottisa,
elye EVALWVO TtUPr VA, KAAUTITOTAV ATTO OPELXAAKO KAl OTEPEWVOTAV KAAd
0To X€pL o€ SU0 onpela e Seppdtiveg AaBeg. OL TIOAEPLOTEG Kpatouoav
TNV aotida Pe To apLoTEPO, TTPOoTATEUOVTAG OXL HOVO TOV EQUTO TOUG
OAAA KaL TNV akGAUTTTn SEELA TIAEUPA TOU CUPTIOAEPLOTH) TOUG. ME To
GAAO XEPL Kpadalvav To §6pu, e EUALVO OTEAEXOG KAl XAAKLVN alyun:
€lyxe pnkog 1,80 Y. TTEPITIOU KaL ETIETPETIE XTUTINATA OTOV €XBpd aTto
améotacn. To &lpog xpnolpoToloVVTaV O TIEPLTITWON ATIWAELAG TOU
50paTog I OTLG HAXEG CWHA PE CWHA.

ATtEvavtL oTnV EAANVLKA @AAayya TtapatayxBnke o TIOAUAPLBUIOG Kat
TIOAUGUAEKTLKOG 0TPATOC TWV IMepowv. MpogpxOpEVOC amo tnv Avato-
Arj, cLVNBLOPEVOG OE SLAPOPETLKEG KALPLKEG CUVONKEC Kal TieEpLRAANOV,
€pePE EAaWpU, akataAnAo omALopo, pe e€atpeon BeRata To emilekto
owua Twv Abavdtwy.

XdAkiwvo kpdvog KoptvBLakoU TUTTOU e TNV MLypapri «o MIATLASNG avéBeoe aTov Alax.
490 1.X. Apxatodoyiké Mouaeio OAuumiag

Bronze Corinthian helmet with the inscription “Miltiades dedicated to Zeus”. 490 BC.
Archaeological Museum of Olympia



THE BIRTH OF THE NAVAL POWER
LAVRION AND THE “TREASURE OF THE EARTH"

— Do they not have plenty of wealth in their homes?
— They have as treasure a silver vein in the bowels of the earth

(Aeschylus, The Persians, translation Herbert Weir Smyth, 1926)

he first Persian invasion ended with the victory of the Greeks at Marathon.
However, there were many those who supported the view that the threat had
not been completely eliminated and that the Persians would attempt a new attack
in the future.
This view was shared also by Themistocles, the leader of the democratic faction, who
envisioned turning Athens into a mighty naval power, which would avert the Persian
danger.
A favourable coincidence enabled his plan, which was ambitious, innovative
but also expensive. In 483/2 BC, in the region of Lavrion was discovered a
rich vein of silver. The mines belonged to the Athenian state: a part of the
income was dedicated to the gods (namely the tithe) whereas another part
was distributed to the citizens. Since the new vein gave the city 100 talents, the
proposal was put forth to distribute 10 drachmas to each citizen. Themistocles,
however, disagreed and suggested that the city should lend one talent to each one of
100 rich citizens, so that each one of them should build a trireme, adding one more
talent from their own income.
Themistocles’ proposal was accepted by the Ekklesia of the Demos (the Assembly of
the Athenian citizens) and the Naval Law was voted for.
Within the next three years 100 more triremes were built. In 480 BC, on the eve of
Xerxes' campaign, Athens with 200 ships was the largest naval power of Greece,
superior also to Corinth and Aegina, cities that until then had the lead in the maritime
field.
Thus, the treasure of the land of Lavrion contributed decisively to the victory of the
Greek fleet in Salamis.

Mapudptvn mpotopr} OgLtaTokAr. Pwpaikd avtlypago
(Museo Ostiense. Parco Archeologico di Ostia Antica)

Marble portrait head of Themistocles. Roman copy
(Museo Ostiense. Parco Archeologico di Ostia Antica)

HTENNHXH THX NAYTIKHX AYNAMHZX
TO AAYPIO KAl O «OHZAYPOX XOONOZX»

«[Modtog éapkrng Sépolg;
dpyUpou Tmyrj Ti§ avTols éoT, Bnoavpog xBovdg.»

—Mnv éyouv dgBovo ota omitia Piog;
—Mia aonuédAeBa ota omAdyva g yng éxouv Bnoauvpd.

(AtgyUAog, Mépaeg, at. 238, utep. I.N. [pundpng)

H TIPWTN TIEPOLKH| ELOBOAN EANEE PE TN ViKn Twv EMfvwv
otov Mapabwva. Qotooo, ssv ftav Alyol autol Tou
uttootrpllav OTL N amellr Sev elye oploTikd ekAeleL Kat
otL oL MNépaeg Ba emiyelpoUoav oTo PEANOV pLa vEa eTtiBean.

Tnv memoiBnon autr polpalotav Kat 0 OEPLOTOKANG, NYETNG
NG SNHOKPATLKAG TIapatagng, o otolog opapati{otav va HETa-
TpePeEL TNV ABrva o€ Loxupr VAUTLKN SUvapn Tou Ba améTpere Tov
TIEPOLKO KivEuvo.

Mua guvoikr) cuykupia SLEUKOAUVE TO OXESLO TOU, PNOS0ED, KALVOTOUO
MG Kat Sartavnpod. To 483/2 Ti.X. TNV TIEPLOX T TNG AQUPEWTLKNG ava-
KaAUEBONke pla mhovola YA£Ra apyVpou. Ta Petalela avrkav otnv
aBnvaikr ToALtela: €va TTOCOOTO TWV ECOSWY APLEPWVOTAV OTOUG
BeoUc (n Sekatn), EVW €va PeyAlo PEPOG HoLpaloTav OTOUG TTOALTEG.
Kabwg Aoutov n vea pAEPRa amédwaoe otnv TtoAn 100 TédAavta, Statu-
TWONKE N potacn va stavepnBoulv amod 10 Spaxpeg os KABE TTOALTN.
O OgPLOTOKANG aVTLTAXBNKE Kal TIPOTELVE N TTIOAN va Saveloel amo éva
TtaAavto o€ 100 TTAOUGLOUG TIOALTEG, TIPOKELPEVOU VA VAUTINYOOUV
amo pla Tppn, TpochETovtag éva akopa TAAAVTOo amd Ta SIKA ToUG
eLoodnpata.

H Tpotacn Tou O€pLOTOKAN €yLVe SeKTH amo TtV EkkAnola tou Arjpou
Kat 0 Nautikog Nopog uttepPn@LoTnkKe.

Yta emopeva tpla xpovia vaurnynenkav 100 emLmAEov TpLn-
peLG. To 480 T.X., TTAPAPOVEG TNG eKoTpatelag Tou =€pén, n ABrva
pe 200 TAola Tav mAEoV n peyaAUTepn vauTikr Suvapn tng EAAG-
8ac, avwtepn akdpa Kat amd TG TOAELG TIou StEBetav Tapadootlakd
To TIpoRasdilopa, TV KopwBo kat tnv Atywva.

‘Etol, 0 Bnoaupodg TNG AQUPEWTLKNG YNG CUVETEAECE KABOPLOTIKA OTN
ViKN Tou EMVIKOU 6TOAOU 0Tn ZaAayiva.

ABnvaika apyupd tetpadpaypa, yvwaotd Kat ws «yAaukeg». 406 at. m.X.
Apxatodoyiké Mouagio Aaupliou

Athenian silver Tetradrachms, known as “owls” (Glaukai). 4th cent. BC
Archaeological Museum of Lavrion



THE NAVAL BATTLE OF SALAMIS

On, you sons of Hellenes!

Free your native land. Free your children,
your wives, the temples of your fathers’ gods,
and the tombs of your ancestors.

Now you are fighting for all you have.

(Aeschylus, The Persians, translation Herbert Weir Smyth, 1926)

by

B Ny Ny

I

’ e" / y
ey / / i

fter Thermopylae, the Persian army and fleet headed south, looting and setting

fire to the cities that resisted.
The Greek army was waiting in Salamis. The dichotomy was intense about the place
of the conflict. Themistocles insisted that the Strait of Salamis be chosen, he did not
even hesitate to resort to tricks to carry out his plan.
It was dawn, September 28 or 29, 480 BC.
Xerxes was deceived and prepared the fleet overnight for an attack. But instead of
finding the Greeks unprepared, it was the Persians who took them by surprise. While
waiting to see their opponents flee, they heard the trumpets and the war hymns «Or
children of Greeks!»
The Greek fleet numbered about 300 ships, while the Persian more than 1,000.
However, the supremacy of the Persians was neutralized by the strategy of the Greeks.
Every detail was important and was carefully considered. The morning light breeze
caused heavy Persian ships to shake and archers to fail. The restriction of space
did not allow the Persians to use all their power, with the result that the two fleets
fought with an equal number of ships on the front line. The Greeks placed their most
powerful forces, the Spartans, the Athenians, the Aeginians, against the most valiant
Persian sailors, the Phoenicians and the lonians. Thus, when after many hours and an
ambiguous conflict the Athenians overcame their opponents, their triremes headed
towards the center.
The plate had already tilted in favor of the Greeks.

Opolwpa tptipous. (Mouaelo Kotoavd Apyalag EAAnvikrig Texvoloylag)

Model of trireme. (Museum of Ancient Greek Technology “Kostas Kotsanas”)

H NAYMAXIA THX SAAAMINAX
«NYN YIEP MANTQN ATFQN»>»

«Q maibeg EMrjvwy, ite, EXevBepoite matpis’,
éXevBepoite 8¢ maidag, yuvaikag, Bewv Te matpwwy £,

Orjkag Te mpoySvwy: ViV UTTEP TAVTWY Ay WV.»

«Eumpég, maudid twv EMrjvwy, edevBepwiote Ty matpida, eEhevbepioTe
Ta TEKVQ, TIG YUVAIKES, TA IEpd TwV TATPIKWY Bewv, Toug Tdpoug
TwvV mpoydvwv! Nuv utrép mavtwy aywv!>»

AtaxlAog, Mépacg, at. 402-405, ptep. Mav. MouAAds, 2009

€TA TLG OEPPOTIVAEG, O TTEPOLKOG OTPATOC KAL OTOAOG KATELOUV-
Bnkav votLa, AenAaTWwVTag Kat TTUPTIOAWVTAG TLG TIOAELG TTOU
QVTLOTEKOVTAV.
To EANANVLKO OTPATEUNA TIEPIPEVE CUYKEVTPWHEVO 0Tn ZoAapiva. H
Slyoyvwpia ntav évtovn yla Tov TOTo TG oUYKPouanG. O OEULOTOKANG
eMEPEVE va emleyel To otevo tng Zahapivag, dev lotaoce pdAlota va
KatagUyeL 0€ TEXVACHATA yLd VA TIPAYUATOTIOLOEL TO OXESLO TOU.

‘Hrav Enuépwpa, 28 ry 29 ZemtepBplou tou 480 T.X.

O =£€p&nc EeyeNAOTNKE KaL ETO{PACE TO OTONO €O oTn VUXTA yLa ETTiOe-
on. Avtl 0pwg va Bpel ampoetoipactoug Toug EAANveG, Ttav ot Mépoeg
€kelVoL TIOU alpvLsLaotnkav. Evw Tepipevay va Souv Toug avtlmaAoug
TOUC VA TPETIOVTAL G (YUY, AKOUOAV TLG GAATILYYEG KAL TOUG TIOAEULKOUG
UPVOUG va Nyowv «Ite maldeg EAAvwy f»

O eA\NVLKOG oToAog aplBpouoe Tiepimou 300 TAola, VW O TIEPOLKOG
Tmavw amo 1.000. Qotooo, n uttepoxn Twv Mepowv eEoudeTepwONKE
QTto TN OTPATNYLKN TWV EAAAVwv.

Ka&Be Aemtopépela RTav onPavTLkn Kat (€ TPOOEKTIKA An@BOel uTto-
Y. O TIPWLVOC EAaAWPUG AVEPOG TIPOKAAECE KAUSWVLOWO oTa Bapld
TEpOLKA TTAola Kal actoxla ota BEAN TwV To&oTwy. O TIEPLOPLOPOG
TOU XWpPoU &ev emeTpee oToUG MEPOEG va aELOTIOL)GOLV OAN TOUG
TN SUvapn, Pe amoTeAecpa oL U0 oTOAoL va pdyovtal pe (oo aptBpuo
TAoLWV oTNV TIPWTN YPappr). OLEAANVEG ToTtoBETNOAV OTA AKPA TLG TILO
LOXUPEG TOUC SUVAELG, STIAPTLATEG, ABnvailoug, AlylVhTEG, amévavtl
OTOUG TTLo a&LOPaY0uUG VAUTIKOUG TwV Mepowy, Polvikeg Kat TwVEG.
‘Etol, 6tav petd amo TNy ToALwpn Kal apgippotin clykpouan ot ABn-
vaiot umeployuoav Twv aVTLTAAWY TOUG, OL TPLHPELG TOUG KATEUBUV-
Bnkav TPog To KEVTPO.

H mAdotLyya elye Tia yelpeL uttEp Twv EAAAVWV.



SHIPBUILDING

he ship which was related closer than any other with the victory at Salamis was the

trireme. Although it was first invented by the Corinthians in the 8th cent. BC, it was
the Athenians who first enhanced its advantages, connecting it with the development
of their city per se.
The trireme was a light, fast, agile and aggressive ship. It moved by oars as well as by
sails. Its particular features in comparison to other warships were the skillful addition
of a third row of rowers (eretae), which increased its velocity without increasing its
volume, and the reinforcement of its military equipment with the ram, the sharp,
wooden construction on the bow, lined with bronze. The triremes could thus cause
the sinking “by ramming” of the enemy ships, striking them vehemently on the beam
or on the sides. In the classical period, the tip of the ram bore indentations, resembling
a trident.
The command of the ship lay with the trierarch and with another 7 officers. The petty
officer coordinated 170 rowers in three rows: the thranitae on the highest row, the
zygitae on the middle one and the thalamitae on the lower one. In order to protect the
ship and its sailors, another 10 hoplites and 4 archers came aboard. In total, the crew
of a trireme reached 200 people, probably all of them free Athenian citizens.

XdAkwo éupolo mAolou and tn BaAdoata meployn tou Apteptaiou. 406 at. m.X.
Apxatoroytké Mouaeio Mewpatd

Bronze bow ram from the area near Cape Artemision. 4th cent. BC
Archaeological Museum of Piraeus

NAYMHTIKH

T 0 TIAoLO TTOU CUVEEBNKE KateEoy NV HE TN Vikn otn ZaAapiva ivain
TPLAPNG. MoAovoTL TpwToL TNy mwvonaoav ot Kopiveiol tov 8o at.
T.X., oL ABnvalot rtav ekelvol TTou avedel&av ta TIAEOVEKTHPATA TNG,
OUVEEOVTAG TNV PE TNV (8la tnv avamntuén tng moANG Toug.

H tpuipng ftav mholo eAappu, yprlyopo, EVEALKTO Kal TILOETLKO. Ki-
vouvtav Pe KoUTILd aAAA Kat Lotia. OL L8LattepoTnTEG TG O OXEON HE
GAAQ TTIOAEULKA TTAOLa cuvioTavtal oTnV TIPOCBKN HE ETILEEELO TPOTIO
TPLTNC OELPAG KWTINAATWVY (EpETWV), TTIOU AVENCE TNV TAXUTNTA TNG
XwpLg va geyawvel Tov OYKo TNG, KAl 0TNV vioXuon TOU TIOAEULKOU
NG eEomALopoU pe To €UBoAo, TNV alxpnpr, EUALVN KATAoKEU 0TV
TIAWPN, ETEVEUPEVN PE OpeLXAAKLYN BrKN. OL TPLAPELG PTTopoUoay £ToL
Va TIPOKAAECOUV TN BUBLON «SLa EPROALOHOU» TWV AVTITTOAWY TAOLWVY,
XTUTIWVTAC TA PE 0PI OTN SOKO ) 0TA TIAEUPA. ZTA KAAQCLKA XPOvLa, N
amdAngn Tou egROAOU TavV 080VTWTN, OE HopYr) Tplawvag.

Tn Slolknon tou TTAolou aokoUoE 0 TPLPAPXOG, HE 7 akdpa aglwpa-
TOoUX0UC. O KEAEUOTNAG OLVTOVLEE 170 KWTINAATEC, O€ TPELG OELPEG: OL
Bpaviteg otnv uPNAOTEPN OELpdq, oL {uyltec otn peoaia, ot Badaul-
TEG 0TN XapnNAOTepN. MNa tnv pootacia tou TIA0LOU Kat TwV VauTwy
eméBawvav eniong 10 omAlTeG Kat 4 ToEOTEC. TUVOALKA, TO TIARpWHA
pLag Tpuipoug égtave ta 200 dtopa, TiBavotata Aot eEAeBepol abn-
vatot ToAltec.

Mappdptvog opBaAudg tpuripous amd mAwpn mAolou. 506 at. m.X.
Apxatoloyikdé Mouaeio Mewpatd

Marble trireme eye from a ship prow. 5th Cent. BC
Archaeological Museum of Piraeus



THE CONSOLIDATION
OF DEMOCRACY

he victory of the Athenians at Marathon dispelled the myth that the Persians
were invincible and at the same time it was decisive for the future of democracy
in Athens.
The Athenians avoided the return of the tyrant Hippias and proved their superiority
against a strong, but heterogeneous army, deploying against it free citizens-hoplites.
According to Aristotle, after the battle of Marathon, the Demos (People) of Athens
acquired an important political power and the regime became more democratic.
New institutions and laws were established, but also some older, pre-existing ones
started being applied, such as the ostracism, the supreme political act of protection
of Democracy, already provided by the legislation of Cleisthenes, but only applied in
reality in 488 BC.
Of equal importance was the fact that the conditions were set for Athens to evolve into
a powerful force of the Greek world alongside Sparta.
The building of the war fleet according to the political planning of Themistocles
changed even more decisively the balance between them and helped Athens prevail
in the Aegean. At the same time it had a strong repercussion on the interior affairs of
the city, as it reinforced the political power of the lower, by terms of income, class of
the Athenian citizens, the thetae, who manned the ships as rowers.
The victorious outcome of the battles of the Greeks against the Persians marked the
supremacy of the values of freedom and democracy against the unfree despotism.
Finally, it offered the necessary conditions for the unparalleled development of the
intellect and the arts in the classical era.

Ootpako ooTpaktouol Tou Aptateldn. 506 at. m.X.
Apxatoloyikdé Mouaeio Kepapetkol

Potsherd (ostrakon) of ostracism with the name of Aristeides. 5th cent. BC
Archaeological Museum of Kerameikos

H EAPAIQXH
THX AHMOKPATIAZX

vikn twv ABnvalwv otov Mapabuwva SteAuce Tov pubo otL oL MNépoeg

fTav arTNTTOL KAl TaUTOXPOoVa UTTAPEE KABOPLOTLKI YL TO HEAAOV
™G Snuokpatiag otnv ABrva.
OLABnvalol amépuyav TNV emavodo Tou TUpavvou ITtrtia kat amésetéav
TNV QVWTEPOTNTA TOUG £VAVTL EVOG LOXUPOU aANG ETEPOKANTOU OTPA-
TOU, TTapATACoOVTAG ATTEVAVTL TOU TOUG EAEUBEPOUG TTOALTEG — OTIALTEG.
YUP@WVa PE ToV APLOTOTEAN, HETA TN Paxn tou Mapabwva o An-
pHOG TwV ABnvalwv amékTnoe onNPAvTLKY TIOALTLKY SUvaun Kat
TO TOAlTEUPA €yLVE TTLO SnuoKpPaTiko. Néot Beopol kal vopol Be-
omlotnkav, aAAd Kat TTaAaldTEPOL TTou TIPoUTIRPXaV ApxXLoav va
epappolovtal, OTwE yld TTapaSeLypUa, 0 00TPAKLOHOG, N uLoTn
TIOALTLKN) TIpA&&n mpootactiag tng Anpokpatiag, mou TTPoPAETO-
tav Nén amd tn vopobeoia tou KAeloBevn (508 1.X.), aAAd pOALG
TO 488 T1.X. ApXLOE Va EQappOleTaL oTnv TPAgn.

E€loou onuavtiko utrp&e To yeyovog Ot Snuloupyndnkav ot ipoUTo-
BeoeLc yLa TNV avasdelén tng ABrivag oe Loxupr} SUvapn Tou EANANVLIKOU
KOOUOU, TIAAL OTn ZTTApTn.

H vauttr)ynon Tou TTOAEULKOU GTOAOU CUHPWVA LIE TOV TIOALTLKO OXESL-
QOO TOU OgULOTOKAN GAAAEE OKOUA TILO ATTOPAGCLOTLKA TLG LOOPPOTILEG
peTagL toug kat BoriBnoe tnv ABrjva va KupLapyroeL OTOV aLyalakd
XWpo. Elxe mapdM\nAa coBapo avTiKTUTIO KaL 0TA ECWTEPLKA TNG TIOANG,
KaBwg eVioyUOE TNV TIOALTLKY KupLapxla TN KATWTEPNG ELOOSNHATLKIAG
TdENG abnvaiwv TmoALtwy, Twv Bntwy, oL oTtolot emavépwoav ta mhola
WG KWTTNAGTEG,.

H viknpdpa €kBacn Twv paxwv twv EMRvwy evavtiov twv Mepowv
ONUATOSOTNOE TNV UTIEPOXT TWV a&LwV tng eAeuBeplag Kat TG Snuo-
Kpatlag amévavtl otov aveAeUBepo Se0TOTLONO. MPoTEPepE, TENO,
TLG amapaltnteg mPoUTmoBETELG yLla TNV amapApAAN avAartugn Ttou
TIVEUHATOC KAl TWV TEXVWVY KATA TNV KAAOLK) ETTOXN.



THE SYMBOLS OF NIKE
(VICTORY)

With the end of the wars, the Greeks dedicated magnificent trophies at the
sanctuaries of the gods in token of gratitude and constant reminiscence of their
victory. They reflected their pride on art: the personifications of Niké&, youthful, winged
and slender, decorated pottery vessels and sculpted compositions, whereas depictions
of Amazonomachy were considered as a subtle nuance to the recent events and thus
became extremely popular. The echo of the victory is imprinted also on the coin mints,
traveling to the entire known world of that era.

Coins, then as now, did not have only a financial but also a symbolic value, as they
summarized in their pictorial representations the distinctive identity of each city: they
reminded its myths and traditions, promoting, sometimes, its political ambitions as
well.

Athens constituted a typical case. Since the end of the 6th cent. BC the depictions
decorating both sides of its coins become standardized: on the obverse the head of
the protecting goddess, Athena, wearing an Attic helmet, and on the reverse the owl,
her symbol. At the turn of the 5th cent. BC little details are added to the established
depictions: on the obverse leaves of the sacred olive tree decorate Athena’s helmet
forming a wreath, an eloquent allusion to victorious struggles. On the reverse, a little
branch of an olive tree accompanies the owl. On the tetradrachms, the most common
and strong currency in the Classical era, a little crescent is also added. Its interpretation
is not clear: some scholars think that it stresses the nocturnal nature of the bird,
whereas others connect the crescent to the Persian Empire, the Persian wars and the
prevalence of the Greeks in these wars.

Atk AfikuBog AsukoU BdBoug pe mapdataon Nikng. 480-470 m.X.
EBvikd Apyatodoyiké Mouaeio

Attic white-ground lekythos depicting Nike. 480-470 BC.
National Archaeological Museum

0 vadg tng ABnvdg Nikng, atny AkpomoAn. Metd to 426-421 1.X.

The temple of Athena Niké on the Acropolis. After 426-421 BC

TA ZYMBOAA THXZ NIKHZ

M € TN AN Twv TIOAEPWY, oL EMINVEG a@LEPWoaV JeyaAOTIPET TPO-
TIOLA OTA LEPA TWV BEWV WG EUYVWHOOUVN Kal SLapKr) UTEVBULON
NG VIKNG TOUuG. ATIOTUTIWOQV TNV UTIEPNPAVELA TOUG OTNV TEXVN OL
TIPOCWTIOTIOLAOELG TNG NIKNG, VEQVLKES, PTEPWTEG KAL AUYEPOKOPLIES,
KOOMOUV ayyela Kat YAUTITIKEG OUVBEDELG, EVW OL TTAPACTACELG TNG
Apalovopayilag Bswpouvtal eloxnPoG UTTAWVLYHOG oTa TTpOGpaATa
yeyovota Kal ylvovtat tslaitepa Snuo@lelg. O amonyog Tng Vikng
QTIOTUTIWVETAL KAL OTLG KOTIEG TWV VOULOHATWY, TAELSeUovTag o€ OAO
TOV YVWOTO TOTE KOGHO.

Ta voplopata, 0TIWG Kat onpepa, §ev elxav pOVo olKkovouLKr agla
MG KAl CUPPBOAWKE, KaBwG CUPTIUKVWVAVY OTLG TIAPACTACELG TOUG TN
Slakpltr tautdTnTa TN KABE TIOANG: uTtevBUupLlav Toug PUBoUG Kal
TG TApASOOELG TNG, TIPOBANOVTAG EVIOTE KAL TLG EKACTOTE TIOALTIKEG
@0doéieg TnC.

H mepimtwon tng ABrivag lval xapaktnpLoTikn. Zta voplopatd tng
TIQyLWVOVTAL IO TA TEAN TOU 60U aL. TL.X. OL TTAPACTACELG TTIOU KOGHOUV
TG U0 OYELG: OTOV EPTIPOCBOTUTIO N KEWYAAN] TNG Tipootdtidag Bedg,
TIOU POpEL aTTkd KPAVOG KAl 0TOV OTILoBOTUTIO N YAQUKA (KOUKOUBA-
yla), To GUPPBOAS TNG.

Y10 yUpLOPA TOU 50U aL. Tt.X. PIKPEG AETITOUEPELEG TIPOOTBEVTAL OTLG
KaBLEPWHEVEG TIAPACTACELG. XTNV KUpLa 0N Tou voulopatog @UAQ
NG LePNG EALAG oToALoLV TO KpAvog TNG ABnvag oxnuatifovtag ote-
@AV, ELYAWTTN AVAPOPA OE AYWVEG VIKNPOPOUG. TN Seltepn oyn,
€va PIKpO KAaSL EALag ouvoSeVeL T YAQUKa. ZTa TETPASpayua, TO TILo
Sltadedopevo Kat Loxupd vOULoPa oTnV KAAOLKL ETTIOXT, TIPOOTiBeTal
emiong évag Pkpog pnviokog (MLooeyyapo). H epunveia tou Sev elvat
OaPNG: OPLOPEVOL HEAETNTEG BewpoUv OTL uTToypappidel To VUKTORLO
XQPAKTAPA TOU TIOUALOU, GAAOL WOTOOO0 GUVSEOUV TNV NULOEANVO HIE TNV
TIEPOLKI AUTOKPATOPLQ, TOUG HNSLKOUG TIOAEHOUG KAL TNV ETILKPATNON
Twv EAAvwv o€ autoug.



INSCRIBED TESTIMONIES

Archaeological inscriptions constitute a valuable historical source, as
they support the information written by ancient authors.

Among these epigraphic sources count important inscriptions of the Hellenistic period,
such as the copy of the so-called “Themistocles’ decree”, found in 1952 in Troizen. The
inscription informs us on the way in which the Athenian general managed to persuade
his fellow citizens to take a brave as well as risky political decision to evacuate their city,
seeing their salvation coming only from the fleet.

In the cemetery of Classical Salamis, present-day Ambelakia, was found a marble
slab preserving part of an epigram, which refers to the Corinthians who fell heroically
during the naval battle.

In Delphi, the serpent-shaped bronze votive column dedicated by the Greeks as
a trophy bears the inscribed names of the 31 city-states who participated at the
victorious battle of Plataea.

Engravings and epigraphic testimonies appear also on potsherds, which were used
also as votes for ostracism. Numerous of them, from the Ancient Agora and the
Kerameikos, bear the names of important politicians as candidates for ostracism, such
as Aristides, Themistocles, Cimon, Kallias etc.

Apart from public inscriptions, the excavations have brought to light also important
private dedications. In Olympia, on a bronze helmet attributed to General Miltiades,
one finds inscribed his gratitude to Zeus for his brilliant victory at Marathon.

Avtiypago tou «¥negiopatog tou OgltatokAr». 306 at. m. X.
Emypapiké Mouaeio

Copy of the “Themistocles Decree”. 3rd cent. BC.
Epigraphic Museum

MAPTYPIEX XAPATMENEX
2THN YAH

0 L APXCALOAOYLKEG ETILYPAPEG ATTOTEAOUV TTIOAUTLYN LOTOPLKA TINYN,
Kabwg emiBeRatwvouv doa Kataypaoval amod apyatoug cuy-
YPaYelG.

AVAPECA TOUG CUYKATAAEYOVTAL CNUAVTLIKEG ETILYPAPESG EANNVLOTLKWVY
XPOVWV, OTIWG TO aVTlypayo Tou Asyopevou «Pn@lopatog Tou OeuLoto-
KAr» TIoU BpéBbnke to 1952 otnv Tpoldrva. H emtypayr] Hag TAnpowopel
yla ToV TPOTIO HE TOV oTtolo 0 abnvaiog oTpatnyodg KAtApePE va TEloEL
TOUG CUPTIOALTEG TOU va TIAPOUV pla yevvaia 600 Kat pupokivéuvn To-
ALTIK) amto(Aon KAl Va EKKEVWOOULV TNV TIOAN Toug, PAETOVTAG TIAEOV
TN owtnpla Toug va €pxETaL HOVO armo ToV GTOAO.

YTO VeKpOTaPelo TNG KAAOLKNE ZaAapivag, Ta onuepva APTeAdkLa,
Bpednke pappaplvn TAGKA TIou Slatnpel PEPOG EMLYPAPHATOG, TO
omolo avayépetal otoug KoplvBLoug Tiou mecav Npwikd otn vaupayia.
TToug AeEApoUG, 0 0PLOCYNHOG OPELXAAKLVOG avaBnuatikog Klovag
TIOU aLEpwoav oL EAANVEG WG TPOTIALO, PEPEL XapayHEVA TA OVOPATA
Twv 31 OAEWV TIou EAafav PEPOoG oTn VIKN@opa paxn twy MAatatwv.
Xapdypata Kat ETiLYpagLKEG Haptupleg ouvavtd Kavelg Kal ota Tanewd
Bpaviopata ayyeiwy, Ta «6aTPAKa, TTOU Xpnotpeuav we PrjgoL Katd tov
00TPAKLOPO. MoAudplBua amd autd, amd tnv Apxata Ayopd kat tov Ke-
PAMELKO, PEPOLV TA OVOHATA ONHAVTLKWY TIOALTIKWY TIPOCWTILKOTATWY
WG UTTOPARPLWVY YLO OCTPAKLOHO, OTIWG TOU APLOTELSN, TOU OEULOTOKANR,
Tou Kipwva, Tou KaAAia k..

EKTOC amto Tig SnPOOLEG ETILYPAPEG, OL AVACKAPES EXOUV PEPEL OTO PWG
KOL ONHAVTIKEG LOLWTLKEG APLEPWOELG. XTNV OAUMTILO, O XAAKLVO KPAVOG
Tou anodidetal otov otpatnyd MATLadn Bplokoupe xapaypevn tnv
€UYVWHOOUVN Tou otov Ala yla tn Aautpr) vikn tou otov Mapabwva.



EXCAVATIONS
AN INDISPUTABLE WITNESS OF HISTORY

he information offered by Herodotus and the literary sources are seconded and
completed by archaeological investigations on the battlefields and in the cities
captured and destroyed by the Persians.
In Marathon the excavations brought to light the Soros, i.e. the Tumulus
of the Athenians who fell in the battle and the layer of the pyre, i.e. the ceremonial fire,
with the bones of the dead and scattered broken vessels.
An inscribed stele with the names of the deceased originating from the Erechtheis tribe
was also related to the tomb. The stele was originally set on the tomb, but was later
transferred by Herod Atticus to his famous villa in Kynouria, and it was discovered in
2000 built in an early Christian building in the region.
One more tumulus, in the region of Vranas, was identified by the archaeologists as the
Tumulus of the Plataeans and the slaves who participated at the battle.
The large number of arrowheads, spearheads and javelins found in Thremopylae,
particularly around the hill where the last warriors fell, prove in a unique manner the
descriptions of the historical texts.
In Athens, the excavations on the Acropolis revealed the burning of the
monuments in 480 BC and brought to light numerous finds, such as
architectural parts from earlier temples on the sacred rock and the renowned
archaic statues. The hoard, consisting of 62 silver coins dated to 483-480
BC, is of particular importance, as it constitutes a testimony of the silver vein of
Lavreotiki, which allowed the construction of the fleet by the Athenians. In the
Agora were discovered the remains of the destruction of the public buildings, such
as the Basileios Stoa, the courts, the Bouleuterion. Furthermore, the tokens of the
plundering of the works of art decorating the public space were found, such as the
statues of the tyrannicides, created by the sculptor Antenor.

Avaokagrj yia to mpwto Mouaeio AkpSmoAng (1864)

The excavation for the first Acropolis Museum (1864)

ANAZKAOEX
AAIAVYEYZXTOXZ MAPTYPAXZ THX IZTOPIAZX

T LG TANPOYOPLEG TOU HPpOSOTOU Kal TWV PLAOAOYLKWV TINYWV €PXO-
VTaL va eTRERALWOOLV Kal VA CUPTIANPWOOUV OL APXALOAOYLKEG
€PEVVEG OTA TESLA TWV POXWV KAl OTLG TIOAELG TIOU KaTEAaBav Kat
katéotpedav ot MEPoEG.

2Tov MapaBuwva, oL aVaoKagES EQPEPAV OTO PWG TOV «Z0P0», ToV TUURO
Twv ABnvaiwv Tou €mecav otn Pdyn. ATIOKGAU@ONKE TO OTpWHA TNG
TIUPAG PE TA 00TA TWV VEKPWV Kal SLAoTtapta omacpéva ayyeta. Me
TOV TUMPPBO OUVEEBNKE KaL PLa EVETILypa@n OTAAN UE TA OVOPATA TWV
TECOVTWV TNG EpexBniSog QUANG.

H otr)\n €ixe apxika otnBel otov TUPPO, HETAPEPONKE EMELTA ATIO TOV
Hpwén Attiko otnv Tieplpnpn €maur) tou otnv Kuvoupla, kat evtorti-
oTnkKe to 2000 EVIOLXLOPEVN OE TIAAQLOXPLOTLAVLKO KTPLO OTNV TIEPLOXH.

‘Evag akopn TUPPog, otnv TEPLoXr Tou Bpavd, Tautlotnke amd Toug
apXaLoAOyou¢ pe Tov TUPRO Twv MAATALEWY Kal TwV SOUAWV TIou
E\aBav pépog atn paxn.

O peydhog aplBpdg amd atpeg BEAWY, S0pATWY Kal aKovTiwv Tou
BpeBnkav otic OeppOoTIVAEG, LSlaltepa yUpw aTtd ToV AGYO OTIOU EMECAV
oL teAeutalol PaxnTeg, amoSeLKVUEL PE TPOTIO HOVASLKO TLG TIEPLYPAPES
TWV LOTOPLKWVY KELHEVWV.

YtV ABrjva, oL avackaeg TnG AKPOTIOANG KATESELEQV TNV TIUPTIOANGN
TWV Pvnpeiwyv to 480 T.X. KAl £PEPAV 0TO PWE TIOAUAPLBUA EUprUaTa,
OTIWG OPXLTEKTOVLKA PEAN aTtd TTOAQLOTEPOUG VAOUG TOU LepoU Bpdyou
Kal Ta meplpnpa apyaika aydApata. 1Staitepng onpactag eivat kat o
Bnoaupdg pe ta 62 apyupd TeTpddpaypa tou 483-480 T.X., TEKHNAPLO
TOU KOLTAOHATOC apyUPOoU TNG AQUPEWTLKNG TIOU ETIETPEPE 0TOUG ABN-
valoug TNV KATtaoKeur Tou oToAou. STnv Ayopd, armokaAu@inkav ta
KQTAAOLTIA TNG KATAOTPOWN G TwV Snuociwv KTnpiwv, 0Tiwg n Bacilelog
2104, Ta SlKkaotrpLa, To BouAsutrplo. Emtiong evtomiodnkav tekurpla
¢ AenAaoiag Twv €pywv TEXVNG TTOU KOGHOoUOoAV ToV SNUOCLO XWPO,
OTIWG OL AVEPLAVTEG TWV TUPAVVOKTOVWY, £pYO TOU AvTrvopa.
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EZQTEPIKH OMIZO0®YAAQY

ATTIKOG EpUBPELIOPPOC KLOVWTOG Kpatripag e mapdotacn Apalévag kat omAlTy.
440-430 .X. (Mouaeio Apyaiag Ayopdg)

Attic red-figure column crater depicting Amazon and hoplite. 440-430 BC.
(Ancient Agora Museum)
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