VESUVIUS

STUDENT:Kosmopoulou Basiliki

Vesuvius has a long historic and literary tradition. It was considered a divinity of the
Genius type at the time of the eruption of AD 79: it appears under the inscribed name
Vesuvius as a serpent in the decorative frescos of many lararia, or household shrines,
surviving from Pompeii. An inscription from Capua to IOVI VESVVIO indicates that he
was worshipped as a power of Jupiter; that is, Jupiter Vesuvius.

The Romans regarded Mount Vesuvius to be devoted to Hercules. The historian
Diodorus Siculus relates a tradition that Hercules, in the performance of his labors,
passed through the country of nearby Cumae on his way to Sicily and found there a
place called "the Phlegraean Plain" (DAeypatov nediov, "plain of fire"), "from a hill
which anciently vomited out fire ... now called Vesuvius." It was inhabited by giant
bandits, "the sons of the Earth. With the gods' assistance, he pacified the region and
continued. The facts behind the tradition, if any, remain unknown, as does whether
Herculaneum was named after it. An epigram by the poet Martial in 88 AD suggests that
both Venus, patroness of Pompeii, and Hercules were worshipped in the region
devastated by the eruption of 79.
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