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I firmly believe that music plays an important role in 
our lives so this is the reason that I decided to present 
an Italian song which is called ‘Bella Ciao’ and it is a 
resistance song from World War II. 

The music of the song seems to be inspired by 
another old traditional song, while it is unknown who 
was the first man that wrote the lyrics. 

The melody of the song was already known and 
was sang at the beginning of the 20th century by the 
women who gathered rice in the plantation of the 
italian province of Terra ď Acqua near Bologna. 

The lyrics of the song speak about the hard working 
conditions under the hot sun.



The first known interpretation of 1906 takes the 
form of a reaction against the boss who «with a 
stick in his hands» watches over the workers, 
messes with the lives of women and doesn’t pay 
their salary. But the day is approaching, when the 
workers will be free.

The song became famous worldwide when it was 
sung by the Italian resistance against fascism 
during World War II. In this arrangement, the lyrics 
of the song glorify the liberating struggle of the 
partisans and their heroic death.

Furthermore the song was used in the series ‘La 
casa de papel’ to convey the message of 
resistance.



The song with its lyrics….

https://youtu.be/0aUav1lx3rA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aUav1lx3rA
https://youtu.be/0aUav1lx3rA


Source: https://lyricstranslate.com/en/Bella-ciao-Goodbye-my-Beautiful-my-LOve.html
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Thank you for watching this 
presentation!

Jenny Spyropoulou
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